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From the Director of Faith Formation 

     Thursday,   September 5, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 36 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

An Overview of the Mass 

Celebrating the Lord's Day 
Sunday is the day on which we celebrate the  

Resurrection of Jesus. Sunday is the Lord’s Day.  

We gather for Mass, rest from work, and perform 

works of mercy. People all over the world gather  

at God’s Eucharistic table as brothers and sisters. 

The Order of Mass 

The Mass is the most important sacramental celebration of the Church, and it 

always follows a set order. 

Introductory Rites—preparing to celebrate the Eucharist 

Entrance Chant 

We gather as a community and praise God in song. 

Greeting 

We pray the Sign of the Cross. The priest welcomes us. 

Penitential Rite 

We remember our sins and ask God for mercy. 

Gloria 

We praise God in song. 

Collect 

We ask God to hear our prayers. 

Liturgy of the Word—hearing God’s plan of salvation 

First Reading 

We listen to God’s Word, usually from the Old Testament. 

Responsorial Psalm 

We respond to God’s Word in song. 

Second Reading 

We listen to God’s Word from the New Testament. 

Gospel Acclamation 

We sing “Alleluia!” to praise God for the Good News. During Lent, we use a 

different acclamation. 
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This Sunday during the  

10:30 am Mass we will be 

resuming the Children’s  

Liturgy of the Word for  

ages 6 and older and 

the Lord’s Lambs our  

pre-school program. 

Children in the Children’s Liturgy of 

the Word program return to their 

parents when the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist begins. The Lord’s Lambs 

pre-school children stay in the lower 

church level for the entire Mass usually 

engaged in meaningful activities 

related to the Sunday Gospel. 

Our opening Sunday night class for 

public school children in grades 1-8 

will be on September 15 at 5:30 pm. 

On Sunday evening, September 7 all of 

our catechists will be meeting in the 

Brophy Center at 5:30 pm.  

Parents: If for some reason you did not 

receive the registration materials from 

Mary Ellen, phone her at 363-6897 

during the daytime, or email her at 

mboruta@stjudes.net  

In today's newsletter,  we begin a new 

series from Loyola Press about the 

Mass that should give you a new 

understanding about what we do. 

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

 

 Clem Schwartz   

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading  

We stand and listen to the Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily  

The priest or the deacon explains God’s Word. 

Profession of Faith  

We proclaim our faith through the Creed. 

Prayer of the Faithful 

We pray for our needs and the needs of others. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist—celebrating Christ’s presence in the Eucharist 

Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts 

We bring gifts of bread and wine to the altar. 

Prayer over the Offerings 

The priest prays that God will accept our sacrifice. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

This prayer of thanksgiving is the center and high point of the entire celebration. 

 Preface—We give thanks and praise to God. 

 Holy, Holy, Holy—We sing an acclamation of praise. 

 Consecration—The bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

 The Mystery of Faith—We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 

 Amen—We affirm the words and actions of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Communion Rite—receiving the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ 

Lord’s Prayer—We pray the Our Father. 

Sign of Peace—We offer one another Christ’s peace. 

Lamb of God—We pray for forgiveness, mercy, and peace. 

Communion—We receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer After Communion—We pray that the Eucharist will strengthen us to live as Jesus did. 

Concluding Rite—going forth to glorify the Lord by our lives 

Final Blessing 

We receive God’s blessing. 

Dismissal  

We go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our lives. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron's Homily for the Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our Gospel for today is breathtaking, first for what it says about Jesus and second for what it says about us.  

Jesus compels a choice the way no other figure does. Either he is who he says he is, or he is a bad man. The bland  

middle way that he is a great teacher simply won’t do. In the presence of the one who makes such an extraordinary 

claim, we have to make a decision. 

 https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-cost-of-discipleship/5261/ 

 

September 8, 2019  -  Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week will be to commit to Christ before all else 

Read: Wisdom 9:13-18b; Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14:25-33 

Pray with the Word               (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Lord, Jesus Christ, in your holy face we see the face of God. Help us to keep our eyes always 

fixed on you, so that in everything we do , we may be pleasing to you. May we love you  and follow you all the bay to 

God’s Kingdom , where you life and reign with God the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Gospel Prepare for Word     (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What surprise you about giving up a convenience this week? 

What things, technology, modern conveniences are you most attached to? 

Reflect on the Word      (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Today’s reading from the Book of Wisdom reminds us of some of the foundational truths of Christianity (See page 6). 

Wisdom tells us the plans of God are beyond our control and our comprehension. We can fool ourselves into a false sense 

of security. We have lots of conveniences that give us control such as the temperature in our houses and cars, may 

restaurants to choose from, and computer with personalized music, playlists, and our favorite TV shows. If we live with 

that thinking, however, it will be very hard for us to deal with difficult times when loved ones become seriously ill, or 

have an accident, or lose a job. Though God never intends for us to experience evil , when bad things do happen he is 

with us and helps us surrender to him, allowing him to be in control. Being willing to sense of control allows us to live in 

peace and trust of God.  

Act on the Word  

To practice giving up our sense of control to God, challenge yourself to give up a convenience each day by choosing one 

of the following: eat whatever food is placed before you without requesting something different; allow someone else to 

choose the TV shows; wash dishes by hand instead of using the dishwasher; turn off the heating or cooling system in your 

car; or give up listening to your favorite music. It may be harder than you think! Say a prayer asking God to take control 

of your life each time you feel the difficulty the challenge presents to you. 

The Living Word   2018-2019 Copyrighted  2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Used with permission. NABRE copyrighted 2010 CCD. 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-cost-of-discipleship/5261/
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The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  
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September 8  - Twenty-Third 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23d-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

 

In chapter 14 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus is 

speaking to people gathered at the table about 

the difficulties of following him.  

This group of people is suspicious about 

Jesus, looking to catch him doing something 

wrong. Jesus speaks to them in parables, 

emphasizing that although there is a right way 

to be a disciple and enter into the kingdom of 

his Father, it is a difficult path to follow.  

Many, even some of the guests at the table, 

reject the invitation. So Jesus turns to the 

crowds and speaks to them of discipleship.  

Jesus explains that, when it comes to making 

a choice for the Kingdom of God, nothing can 

get in the way. When Jesus describes “hating” 

one's father and mother, he is not talking 

about feelings. Rather, he is emphasizing very 

strongly that choosing to be a disciple means 

that everything else—family, money, your 

own life—must come second. In Matthew's 

version of this story (Matthew 10:37),  

Jesus refers not to “hating” father or mother, 

but to loving them more than Jesus. Jesus 

makes it very clear that being a disciple is not 

easy. It means to bear one's own cross.  

These difficult sayings of Jesus are followed 

by two brief parables (a person constructing a 

tower and a king marching into battle) that 

make an obvious point—don't start what you 

cannot finish.  

Discipleship is difficult and is something we 

can commit to only if we are prepared to put 

the Kingdom of God before everything else. 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 14:1,7-14       http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090119.cfm 

Jesus teaches about the demands of discipleship. 

Read the Gospels  

Jesus makes it very clear that being a disciple is not easy. It means to bear 

one's own cross. These difficult sayings of Jesus are followed by two 

brief parables (a person constructing a tower and a king marching into 

battle) that make an obvious point—don't start what you cannot finish. 

Discipleship is difficult and is something we can commit to only if we are 

prepared to put the Kingdom of God before everything else. 

 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Provide your children with a list of things that they are responsible for 

interspersed with things that they like to do—for example, make their 

beds, take out the garbage, go to the park, do homework, watch 

television, have a snack, feed the cat. The list should reflect their 

responsibilities and favorite recreations. Tell them to pretend that 

company is coming and ask which of the things listed should be done 

first. Explain that this is called setting priorities. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Paraphrase the Gospel story for the children. Ask them what Jesus says is 

the most important thing for them to do. Jesus tells us that the number-

one priority is to follow him. But just as it is not always easy to do the 

things we are supposed to do before doing the fun things, it is not always 

easy to be a follower of Jesus. Yet when we put Jesus first, we will be 

truly happy. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/23d-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

Jesus explained that discipleship         

is difficult and is something we  

can commit to only if we are  

prepared to put the Kingdom  

of God before everything else. 

 

 

 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:  
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All  

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23d-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23d-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23d-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/sitecore/commerce/products/loyola-press-shop/books/the-complete-rosary
https://www.loyolapress.com/sitecore/commerce/products/loyola-press-shop/books/the-complete-rosary
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23d-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23d-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-Third  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Second  Reading 

Wisdom 9:13–18b 

 

Knowledge beyond Us 

 

As painful as it is sometimes to know the truth, not 

knowing is worse. If someone we love is rushed to the 

hospital, the greatest agony comes from not knowing what 

is wrong. Is it serious? How extensive are the injuries? 

Are they life threatening? Will they cause further 

suffering? Not knowing the answers is very painful. 

 

Once we know, even if it is bad news, the situation is 

easier to accept. We can start to make adjustments, to deal 

with the truth. But when truth is unknown, chaos reigns. It 

terrifies us. There are things we do not know. You can be 

the smartest kid in your class, the expert in your field, the 

parent who knows the habits of your children better than 

they do, but there are still things you do not know. 

 

Only with difficulty, the Book of Wisdom says, do we 

understand the things of this world. “But when things are 

in heaven, who can search them out?” As hard as it is to 

understand the things of earth, it is impossible to grasp the 

mystery of God. 

 

The closer we come to God, the more awe- some is the 

mystery. The more we understand about God, the more 

we realize we do not know. Some people quit their 

relationship with God in despair of ever learning the truth. 

Others go into that mysterious relationship, deeper and 

deeper. 

 

 

Twenty-Third  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First  Reading 

Philemon 9–10, 12–17 

 

Runaway Slave 

 

The shortest book of the Bible is Paul’s Letter to 

Philemon. It is only one chapter long. Paul became friends 

with Philemon, probably on a missionary journey. Paul 

probably stayed with Philemon, where he got to know a 

young fellow named Onesimus. Onesimus was one of 

Philemon’s slaves. 

 

Some time after they said farewell, Paul was arrested and 

landed in prison. There he continued his ministry of 

evangelization. He wrote letters to the communities and 

individuals he had met along the way. 

 

One day Paul received a visitor to his prison cell. It was 

Onesimus! He had run away from Philemon! Paul 

continued to instruct the young man and probably 

baptized him. In prison, Paul had become the “father” of 

Onesimus. 

 

But Onesimus had to go back. So Paul pulled out pen and 

paper and wrote a letter to Philemon on behalf of the 

runaway. “Perhaps this is why he was away from you for 

a while,” Paul wrote, “that you might have him back for- 

ever, no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a 

brother.” 

 

Paul signed the letter—a handwritten, auto- graphed, 

original copy of one of the books of the Bible—and 

passed it through the bars of his prison into the humble 

hands of a runaway slave, who brought it home. 

It is the shortest book in the Bible. But it has a big theme. 

If you can free someone else by writing a letter, do it. 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year C 

© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. 

Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD. 

    



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for September 8, 2019      

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with Song: Bring Forth the Kingdom https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY  

While younger children often need the help of adults in prioritizing, they are able to recognize that some activities take 

priority over others in different circumstances. Understanding what it means to prioritize will help them understand Jesus’ 

call to prioritize following him above all else. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Explain to your children that setting priorities means deciding what is most important, and then next most important, and 

so on. Ask children the following questions:                                              

• If you are late getting ready for school, which is more important, to brush your teeth or finish your video game? (to brush 

your teeth)                                                                                                 

Say: Yes, brushing your teeth is a priority. Finishing a video game might be important, but it’s not the priority. You can 

play your video game later. 

• If you are in class, which is more important, to daydream or to listen carefully? (listen carefully) 

• If it is time for dinner, which is more important, to set the table or to look to see what’s on TV? (set the table) 

Say: In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells us, his followers, what our most important priority in life should be.   

Read Luke 14:25–33. Then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5RVgf8q8j0  

Say: Jesus tells us our number-one priority is to follow him. Everything else, even loving our families. When Jesus talks 

about hating our families, he doesn’t mean we should actually hate them. He means that following him comes first. When 

we put Jesus first, we will be truly happy.  

Close by praying the Glory Be to the Father. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song: Bring Forth the Kingdom https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY  

As children grow older, they are capable of doing more and taking on more responsibilities. For this reason, it is important 

for them to learn how to set priorities. Sometimes making priorities and sticking to them can be very difficult and requires 

sacrifice. Jesus wants us to know that following him is difficult, but the reward—fullness of life—is worth it. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your children to think of some of the things they need to do as part of their weekly chores (homework, chores, 

dinner, and so on) Then have then think about some of the things they would like to do (take a nap, go out with friends, 

watch TV, play video games, and so on).  

Ask if anyone knows what it means to set priorities (to arrange in order of importance).  

Have your children decide what is the most important thing they need to do for the rest of the day.  

Say: Setting priorities is not easy, especially at your age. Having fun may be important to you, but we  parents probably 

feel that doing your homework is more important. You're learning how to set priorities. In the Gospel for this Sunday, 

Jesus speaks to us about how, if we want to follow him, we have to make him our number-one priority. He also talks to us 

about how difficult this can be. 

Have one of your children Luke 14:25-33. watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5RVgf8q8j0  

Ask: After listening to this Gospel, do you think that it is easy or hard to be Jesus'  disciple? (hard) Why do you think it 

sounds hard to be a disciple of Jesus? (He says we can't do it without hating members of our family; we have to carry our 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5RVgf8q8j0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5RVgf8q8j0


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

own cross.) Say: That does sound very difficult. It's important to know that Jesus isn't telling us to hate our family 

members. He uses that expression to explain that we can't love anyone or anything more than him if we really want to 

follow him. Jesus is teaching us that in order to follow him, we need to set priorities.  

Ask: Can something be difficult but still be good for you? (Yes) What are some examples? (practicing for a sport, doing 

homework, exercising, eating the right foods, and so on)  

Ask: If following Jesus is so difficult, why would you want to do it? (Accept all reasonable answers.)  

Say: Jesus wants us to know that by following him, we will find happiness. At the same time, he wants us to know that 

following him is not always easy. We're lucky that Jesus is so honest with us about what it takes to follow him. 

Ask: What are some ways that we can show that God is our number-one priority? (obeying our parents and teachers, 

caring for others, treating others as we would like to be treated, following his commandments, participating at Mass, 

praying, and so on)  

End by praying the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with Song: Bring Forth the Kingdom https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY  

 

As young people grow older, they become more capable of not only doing more, but also of taking on more 

responsibilities. For this reason, it is important for them to learn how to set priorities. Sometimes making priorities and 

sticking to them can be very difficult and requires sacrifice. Jesus wants us to know that following him is difficult, but the 

reward—fullness of life—is worth it. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your children  to imagine that they have been granted a holiday in the upcoming week. Have them discuss what 

they would do on this free day. Then have them decide which of their ideas they would like to do the most. 

Ask if anyone knows what it means to “set priorities.” (to arrange in order of importance) 

Say: In the Gospel for this Sunday, Jesus speaks to us about how, if we want to follow him, we have to make him our 

number-one priority. He also talks to us about how difficult this can be. 

Have one of your children read Luke 14:25-33 watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5RVgf8q8j0  

Ask: After listening to this Gospel, do you think that it is easy or difficult to be Jesus' disciple? (difficult) Why do you 

think it is difficult to be a disciple of Jesus? (Jesus says we can't be disciples without hating members of our family. We 

have to carry our own cross.)  

Say: That does sound very difficult. It is important to know, however, that Jesus isn't telling us to hate our family 

members. He uses that expression to explain that we can't love anyone or anything more than him if we really want to 

follow him. Jesus is teaching us that in order to follow him, we need to set priorities.  

Ask: Can something be difficult but still be good for you? (yes) What are some examples? (practicing for a sport, doing 

homework, exercising, eating the right foods)  

Ask: If following Jesus is so difficult, why would you want to do it? (Accept all reasonable answers.)  

Say: Jesus wants us to know that by following him, we will find happiness. At the same time, he wants us to know that 

following him is not always easy. We're lucky that Jesus is so honest with us about what it takes to follow him. 

Ask: What are some ways that we can show that God is our number-one priority? (Examples: obeying our parents and 

teachers, caring for others, treating others as we would like to be treated, following his commandments, participating at 

Mass, praying) 

 Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5RVgf8q8j0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k


  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Read my full-length commentary at     

https://pivotalplayersfilming.com/commentary1/#top 

 

 

 

 

https://pivotalplayersfilming.com/commentary1/#top


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 September 5
th

 Thursday 

* 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

* ASA Open House, 6:30 to 8:00 pm - ASA School Gym 

September 6
th

  Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel followed by adoration 

September 7
th

  Saturday 

 * 3:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Mass 

      

September 8
th

  Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses  

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ 

Sunday Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

  

 September 9
th

  Monday                                                                                      

* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel                                                                               

 September 10
th

   Tuesday 

* 8:30 am Mass in chapel  

 * 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium 

Conference Room 

 

September 11
th

 Wednesday 

* 8:00 am to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Group - Thaddeus Ctr. 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

 * 55+ Luncheon 11:30 to 2:00 pm in Brophy 

 * 6:30 to 8:00 pm Welcome Committee - Millennium 

Conference Room 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group  - Thaddeus Center 
     

 

 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obeying God key to Christian life, Pope 

Francis says 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/obeying-god-

central-to-christian-life-pope-francis-says-82829 

 

Vatican City, Aug 28, 2019 / 04:39 am (CNA).- An 

important aspect of the Christian life is obeying God even 

when there may be consequences for going against the 

commands of others, Pope Francis said during the general 

audience Wednesday. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter offers “a key to the 

Christian life: ‘To obey God instead of men,’” the pope 

said Aug. 28, adding that “it is the great Christian 

response.” 

“This means listening to God without reservations, without 

postponements, without calculations,” he said. “Adhere to 

him to become capable of covenant with him and with 

[those] whom we meet on our way.” 

Continuing his weekly catechesis on the Acts of the 

Apostles, Pope Francis commented on a passage in chapter 

five, when the apostles are teaching and performing “signs 

and wonders” among the people. 

In Acts 5:14-15 it says “more than ever, believers in the 

Lord, great numbers of men and women, were added to 

them” and they were bringing their sick out into the 

streets, “so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow 

might fall on one or another of them.” 

The pope pointed out that Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

only has to pass by and even “his shadow becomes a 

‘caress’ ... an outpouring of the tenderness of the Risen 

One who bends over the sick and restores life, salvation, 

dignity.” 

This is one way God manifests his closeness, he said. This 

is what it means to be a witness, manifesting Christ “both 

with words and with bodily presence.” 

 

Analysis: What is next for pro-life legislation? 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/analysis-

what-is-next-for-pro-life-legislation-36553 

 

Washington D.C., Aug 30, 2019 / 05:00 pm (CNA).- This 

week, a Missouri judge ruling against a state pro-life law 

which was drafted to withstand judicial review. The 

decision calls into question whether any legislation is 

possible on abortion in the first two trimesters of 

pregnancy, and whether a new Supreme Court decision on 

the issue is now inevitable. 

A growing number of state legislatures have passed 

legislation banning abortions past certain stages of 

pregnancy.  

The laws include “pain-capable” bills—banning abortions 

after 20 weeks of gestation, a point at which some studies 

say unborn children can feel pain—and “heartbeat” 

bills—banning abortions after around eight weeks post-

gestation when a baby’s heartbeat can be detected. 

In line with Supreme Court precedent, lower courts have 

consistently ruled that states have no compelling interest 

allowing them to restrict the constitutional right to 

abortion found in the case Roe v. Wade , 

specifically Roe’s finding that “pre-viable” unborn 

children, or those unlikely to survive outside the womb, 

are afforded no legal protection, while the abortion of 

children which could be delivered can be the subject of 

some state restrictions. 

While other state laws ban abortions after a particular 

stage of pregnancy, Missouri’s 2019 law, sponsored by 

state Rep. Nick Schroer (R), was unique because it set up 

multiple bans at various stages of an unborn child’s 

development, from eight to 20 weeks post-gestation, with 

the aim of withstanding successive rounds of judicial 

challenges.  The law was drafted to “withstand different 

tests” in the courts, Schroer told CNA. A judge would 

have to consider each separate ban on its merits. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/obeying-god-central-to-christian-life-pope-francis-says-82829
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/obeying-god-central-to-christian-life-pope-francis-says-82829
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/analysis-what-is-next-for-pro-life-legislation-36553
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/analysis-what-is-next-for-pro-life-legislation-36553
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and  

 Wednesdays each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone  

 55+ is welcome including  non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

              September, 2019 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Catholic Inquiry Classes 

Thursday,  September 5,   10:00 am - 12:00 pm          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This program is designed for those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life and for Catholics who 

wish to update or renew their understanding of Catholic Teaching.  Specific topics are presented each week and 

participants are encouraged to present questions for discussion.   

Biblical Training Institute for Michigan Catholics 

Saturday,  September 7,   8:30 am - 3:00 pm          

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

With Sr. Diane Bergant, CSA, PhD  

Sr. Bergant is a Professor of Biblical Studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. Until 2005, she wrote a weekly 

column known as "The Word" for America Magazine that has now been published by the Paulist Press 

Wangari Maathai: Visionary and Environmentalist 

Wednesday,  September 11,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Learn about the remarkable life of the world’s most famous woman environmentalist, Dr. Wangari Maathai (1940 –

2011). Born in the Kenya, she became the first African woman to obtain a PhD and was founder of the Green Belt 

Movement. Educated at Catholic schools in Kenya, she was awarded the Kennedy Scholarship to attend college at a 

Benedictine institution in the United States. Retuning to Africa, Wangari was able to bring a spiritual component to the 

hard work of encouraging women to renew the land by planting millions of trees, she also stood against governmental 

corruption and the degradation of women in Kenya. ($10 Donation Requested)  

 

Holy Brew for Adults in their 20s and 30s  

Thursday,  September 12   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm   at  Peppino's Sports Grille - 130 Ionia Ave  SW 

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP   

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email  register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

At Holy Brew, we come together as young adults and talk about life and faith over a meal and a pint.   It’s a great way to 

meet new people, connect with the Grand Rapids young adult Catholic community, and to connect our faith with our 

everyday lives. Our past discussion topics have included prayer, the Holy Spirit, and friendship. Come on your own or 

bring a friend as we go deeper into our Catholic faith. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Monday,  September 16 ,  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm          

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Catholic in Recovery seeks to serve those suffering from addictions and unhealthy attachments through the help of 

twelve step recovery, scriptural reflection, and the sacramental love and mercy provided through the Catholic Church. 

The goal of every group encounter and interaction is connection—connection with others who have struggled or still 

struggle from a similar state as well as connection to Jesus Christ, the Lord that delivers new life.  (No reservation 

necessary) 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
file:///E:/Back-up%203/Faith%20Formation/register@catholicinformationcenter.org
tel:(616)%20459-7267

