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From the Director of Faith Formation 

     Thursday,   August 29, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 35 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

Twenty-Second Sunday of Ordinary Time:  

"Discipleship Requires Commitment" 

As people of faith, we are called to be put God first. This has  

bearing on how we spend our time, who we spend it with, and  

what we do with our time. It calls us to have all that is not  

consistent with discipleship behind. At the heart of discipleship  

is the call to prefer Christ above all else.  

This weekend we begin the month of September and celebrate Labor Day. We hope that 

many of you have used the Lesson Plans and the commentary on the Sunday Gospel 

throughout the summer months. Liturgical catechesis makes an excellent way to grow 

in your Catholic Faith as a family. Each week all the members of the family receive the 

same basic message in the homily. That becomes a way you can put into practice the 

suggestions offered by the homilist. Please continue to set aside a time to talk about 

what the homilist said at Mass and try to put into practice a meaningful family response.  

For those of you who have children in the Sunday evening program which begins a 

week later this year on September 15, what can you do to help your children in the 

various grades? We have asked this many times before. Set up a time when your child 

and you can work on their “religion” homework. Check out the grade level calendar in 

the colored folder which you will receive at the opening parent meeting on September 

15
th
.  Most of the time we take a chapter each week in your child’s book. At the end of 

each chapter there is a REVIEW page for you to go over with your child. With grades 6, 

7, and 8, we highly recommend that you read over what you child studied in class that 

week. Talk to your children about what they have read and what they may recall from 

their classroom discussion.  

With the younger grades we often suggest reviewing with your children their basic 

Catholic Prayers which every Catholic should commit to memory. Begin with 

practicing the Sign of the Cross and using it before every meal along with the traditional 

Catholic Prayer Before Meals: Bless us O Lord, and these your gifts which we are about 

to receive from your bounty through Christ our Lord. Amen. In the back of your child’s 

religion textbook are listed the other prayers such as the Our Father, the Lord’s Prayer, 

and the Hail Mary.  

Every week your child’s catechist begin his or her class with prayer. Why do we begin 

in this way? When we pray, we are reminded of who we are, We are created in the 

image and likeness of God. God has a purpose for everyone of us. In general we are 

here to build up the kingdom of God. It is our task to take that love God has given us 

and by our words and  our actions to spread that love of God around to everyone we 

encounter. In one sense our daily duty to is to love, love and love even more.  

When we do this loving we are bringing the light of Jesus  

into the darkness of sin and evil in the world. (And there is  

a lot of darkness out there!) Keep in the mind the song  

which are children often sing: “This Little Light of  

Mine - I'm Goin’ to Make it Shine.”  

Here is the link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1Tn29r16Pc  
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Our opening Sunday night  

class for public school  

children in grades 1-8  

will be on September 15  

at 5:30 pm.  

Parents are encouraged to 

meet their child's teachers on this first 

night in their classrooms. 

Don't forget the Annual Ice Cream 

Social after classes are dismissed in the 

Brophy Center. Volunteers will be 

serving ice cream to parents and their 

children. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word and our 

pre-school program, the Lord’s Lambs, 

will resume during the 10:30 am Mass 

on Sunday,  September 8. We are 

seeking adults to help out once a 

month during the 10:30 am Mass.  

Be sure to contact Janet DeBoe  at 

jdeboe@stjudes.net if you can help us 

out during Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word and the Lord’s Lambs.  

If you haven’t received your 

registration materials by email, be sure 

to contact Mary Ellen with your email 

address so she can get the registration 

materials to you. Use Mary Ellen’s 

email mboruta@stjudes.net or phone 

her at 363-6897. 

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

 Clem Schwartz   

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1Tn29r16Pc
mailto:jdeboe@stjudes.net
mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron's Homily for the Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This week’s readings focus on the importance of humility. Humility is the foundation for the whole of  

spirituality. In order to truly pursue truth and goodness, it is necessary to let go of the ego and realize  

that everything we have and are is a gift from God.  

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/humility-queen-of-the-virtues/1010/  
 

September 1, 2019  -  Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week will be to remember that the humble are exalted 

 

Read: Sirach 3:17-18,20, 28-29; Hebrews 12:18-19,22-24a ; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

  

Prayer for this week: God of life and love, in every time and place you call people to serve you. No one is too young to 

praise you; no one too old to respond to your call. Help us to answer your call with all our hearts, turning away from sin 

to follow  Christ’s example. Show us how to share the Good News with others in our words and in our deeds. Through 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Gospel Prepare for Word     (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

Are you selfish or self-obsessed at times? 

What can you do to change that? 

 

Reflect on the Word                      (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

We live in a “me first” society. Some days, it seems that everyone is out for themselves. There can be a lot of pressure to 

be #1. In today’s Gospel story, Jesus talks about true worth. He challenges the people who want to be noticed at the top to 

look a bit deeper. Does sitting at the place of honor make them better than everyone else? Jesus suggests that, in the eyes 

of God, the beggars, crippled, lame, and blind are worth just as much as the person at the top. The star of the football 

team is just as important as the kid struggling to pass math. Succeeding at something and being good at it is commendable 

but it doesn’t make some who isn’t good at a certain thing less of a person. Jesus poked a hole in the balloon of pride of 

those who were thinking of just themselves. Instead, he spoke of humility. Humility doesn’t mean treating yourself like 

dirt. Humility is about modesty and respect for all of life. That’s where the true honor is.  

 

Act on the Word  

Quietly and without fanfare, do something for someone going through a hard time. Write a card of encouragement to a 

friend, offering them hope. Buy a lunch for someone who may not have the money to buy their own. Go sit with someone 

who often sits alone. Be nice to someone you don’t like. Offer to help your parent with something instead of demanding 

that they do something for you. Jesus reminds us that it isn't always about us. All those around us are our brothers and 

sisters . Reach out to someone! 

The Living Word   2018-2019 Copyrighted  2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Used with permission. NABRE copyrighted 2010 CCD. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/humility-queen-of-the-virtues/1010/
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The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  
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September 1  - Twenty-Second 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/22nd-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

 

Meals played an important role in the society 

in which Jesus lived. More than a time for 

sharing nourishment, they were a time to 

share ideas and to model different aspects of 

social relationships. In Luke's Gospel, the 

places that a person ate (at the home of a tax 

collector, 5:29), the people with whom a 

person ate (sinners, 5:30), whether a person 

washed before eating (11:38), and, as is the 

case here, the place that a person sits while 

eating are all important. The narrator says 

Jesus tells a parable, but it is really wise 

advice to both guests and hosts about finding 

true happiness at the heavenly banquet. 

Jesus warns guests to wait before taking their 

places at the table lest they be asked to move 

if someone more important arrives. This is 

more than just a lesson about dinner etiquette. 

It is advice on how to find your true place in 

the Kingdom of God. Jesus advises hosts not 

to invite people who would be expected to 

repay them to dinner but to invite those who 

could not repay: the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, and the blind. This is where real 

blessings can be found. 

In these sayings, Luke gives us not only 

advice on how to approach the end times but 

also on how to live according to Jesus' vision 

of a good society. Luke's Gospel also advises 

us how the Church must be part of bringing 

about this society. It is yet another example in 

Luke's Gospel of the reversal the kingdom 

brings about. 

.  

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 14:1,7-14       http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090119.cfm 

When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 

blind. 

Read the Gospels         

Parents and children often enter into “negotiations” over how much 

allowance is to be earned at certain ages. Typically, when a child seeks an 

increase in allowance, parents will attach an increase in chores and 

responsibilities for them to better earn the increase. Talk about what kind 

of allowance you received as a child and what kind of responsibilities 

your parents expected of you to earn your allowance. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Explain that in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus talks about doing good deeds 

for others and expecting nothing in return. Read aloud Luke 14:1,7-14. 

Ask your children how they would feel if you told them to take on more 

chores without ever expecting another raise in allowance. Emphasize 

that Jesus teaches us that it is our duty as his followers to take care of the 

needs of others and to do so without expecting repayment. Discuss what 

other types of rewards we can find when doing good things for others. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Point out that we sometimes fall into the trap of wanting too many things 

and that, in the Our Father, we pray for “our daily bread,” meaning that 

we pray for only that which we really need in life. Conclude this time 

together by praying aloud the "Our Father." 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

Jesus said that those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled  

while those who humble them- 

selves will be exalted.  Jesus  

advises hosts not to invite people  

who would be expected to repay 

them to dinner but to invite those  

who could not repay: the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, and  

the blind. This is where real  

blessings can be found. 

 

 
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:  
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All  

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-Second  Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
Second Reading  

 

Hebrews 12:18–19, 22–24a  

Inviting All People 

 

Some people get intimidated easily. They are afraid to 

speak to the boss. They do not want to visit the 

principal’s office. They may even fear a parent who still 

exercises power over the decisions children make. 

 

What are people afraid of? Oftentimes they just do not 

want to be yelled at. The volume and tone in the angry 

voice of someone in authority is enough to shake you to 

your soul. 

 

Moses had to face that voice. God was laying down the 

law and doing it loudly. When Moses visited God on 

Mount Sinai, he approached “a blazing fire and gloomy 

darkness and storm and a trumpet blast and a voice 

speaking words such that those who heard begged that 

no message be further addressed to them.” It was so 

fearsome that the Letter to the Hebrews remembered this 

event over a thousand years later as if it had happened 

yesterday. 

 

When Moses talked with God, he had to approach a 

fearsome scene on Mount Sinai. But not us. “No, you 

have approached Mount Zion.” We see a different 

vision. We see “the city of the living God, . . . and 

countless angels in festal gathering, and the assembly of 

the firstborn enrolled in heaven, and God the judge of 

all, and the spirits of the just made perfect, and Jesus, the 

mediator of a new covenant.” 

 

We approach Jesus in prayer, not feeling intimidated, 

but privileged to enjoy the festal gathering of the just 

made perfect. 

 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year C 

© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.  

All rights reserved.  Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for the Mass © 2001, CCD. 

 

Twenty-Second  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First  Reading 

Sirach 3:17–18, 20, 28–29 

The Gift of Humility  

 

We learn humility in different ways. Sometimes we try to 

attain what is beyond our reach. We try to accomplish 

something we desire to attain. We fail. We humbly learn 

our limitations. 

 

Sometimes we boast of our accomplishments. We have 

achieved much and we tell others the truth. But we lose 

the esteem of our friends when we do. Boasting might be 

honest, but humility brings rewards. 

 

Still, some people erroneously believe that humility is 

weak and pride is strong. Some public figures—

entertainers, politicians, and professional athletes, for 

example—boast in the midst of combat. They want 

attention. They disdain the competition. Their success 

depends on their self-certitude. 

 

Their fall is all the more sharp. In the end, even the most 

talented share the same mortality as everyone else. We are 

all humans.  

We shall all taste death. In the sight of God, humility is 

the only honest stance we can take. 

 

The Book of Sirach urges us to conduct our affairs with 

humility. We will be loved by others and favored by God.  

 

We will recognize that, in spite of our gifts, there is One 

who is greater: the giver of these gifts.  

When we acknowledge the might of God, humility 

becomes a way of life. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for September 1, 2019      

The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with Song: Bring Forth the Kingdom https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY  

Help younger children understand that, as Christians, we help build up the Kingdom of God when we give with no 

expectation of receiving in return.  

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Reading 

Say: In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus talks about doing good deeds, such as giving to others, without expecting anything in 

return.  

Read aloud Luke 14:1,7–14. Then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saCkVyiMjgw  

Say: Jesus invites us to give to those who are in need without expecting anything in return. We build up the Kingdom of 

God when we give in this way. 

Say: Look around your neighborhood. Think of someone who you can do an act of care and concern. It may be an older 

person who needs help around the yard. If could be someone your own age who needs help with a chore. It may be 

grandma or grandpa who can use some help from you. 

Decide in what way you are going to do something and plan a time with your parents when you will be showing help and 

concern for another person. 

Close by praying the Lord’s Prayer.  

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song: Bring Forth the Kingdom https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY  

Children at this age have wonderful and active imaginations. Jesus used parables to stimulate our imaginations and to 

envision reality in a whole new way. This Sunday's Gospel challenges readers to imagine what the Kingdom of God is like 

and who is invited to enter it. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your children to think of fairy tales, fables, or myths that have a king, queen, prince, princess, or a castle in them. 

(such as King Midas, Cinderella, King Arthur, and the Frog Prince) 

Relate the fact that numerous stories such as these contain references to royalty and that the concept of a kingdom was a 

way of getting the readers to imagine a place different from their own. 

Explain that Jesus used parables to challenge people to think about a different kind of kingdom—the Kingdom of God. 

Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells a parable that describes who is invited to the Kingdom of God.  

Invite one of your children  to read aloud Luke 14:1,7-14 Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saCkVyiMjgw  

Explain that the word kingdom refers not just to a geographical place but to the fact that all who live in that place are to 

follow the will of the reigning king or queen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saCkVyiMjgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saCkVyiMjgw


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say: In the Kingdom of God, we are to follow the will of God. According to this parable, what kind of people are invited 

to the Kingdom of God? (those who are humble, those who do good to others without expecting repayment) 

Remind your children that in the Lord's Prayer, we pray “thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” 

Conclude by praying aloud the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k  

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with Song: Bring Forth the Kingdom https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY  

 

Young people are capable of abstract and logical thinking. Jesus' parables about the kingdom challenge us to see reality in 

a whole new way. This Sunday's Gospel challenges the young people to grapple with the concept of the kingdom and who 

is invited to enter into it. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your children to imagine that they are each receiving enough money to do a complete redecorating of their rooms. 

Ask them each to draw a picture or make a list of the changes that they would undertake in their room if given the money 

to do so. 

Tell your children that they just engaged in an exercise of using their imaginations. Explain that to use imagination is to 

focus on possibilities. 

Say: People with great imaginations are not out of touch with reality; they see possibilities beyond the existing reality. 

Jesus often used parables to teach about the Kingdom of God, inviting us to use our imaginations to see people, life, and 

the world in new ways. Let's listen to the parable that Jesus teaches in this Sunday's Gospel to see how Jesus is challenging 

us to see differently. 

Have one of your children read aloud Luke 14:1,7-14. 

Ask your children to describe how this parable challenges us to see differently. (We are challenged to be humble; we are 

challenged to give without expecting a reward.) 

Remind the students that in the Lord's Prayer, we pray “thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”  

Say: Whenever we pray these words, we are asking God to help us to live according to his will—being humble and giving 

without expecting repayment. 

Conclude by praying aloud the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwXAcTlp-RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k


  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Read my full-length commentary at     

https://pivotalplayersfilming.com/commentary1/#top 

 

 

 

 

https://pivotalplayersfilming.com/commentary1/#top


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

August 29
th

  Thursday 

* 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

August 30
th

  Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

August
 
31

st
  Saturday 

 * 3:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Mass 

      

September 1
st
  Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses  

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ 

Sunday Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

  

 September 2
nd

 Monday                                                                                      

* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel                                                                               

September 3
rd

  Tuesday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus  - Millennium 

Conference Room  

September 4
th

 Wednesday 

 * 8:00 am to 12:00 N  Sr. Men’s Group - Thaddeus Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center 
 

 

 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis: Mary helps Christians enter 

heaven through the 'narrow gate' 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

mary-helps-christians-enter-heaven-through-the-narrow-

gate-71056 

 

Vatican City, Aug 25, 2019 / 06:10 am (CNA).- The way 

to heaven is difficult and the gate to enter small, but Jesus’ 

mother, Mary, who herself entered through the narrow 

gate, will help those who ask, Pope Francis said Sunday. 

Mary can be invoked under the title “Gate of Heaven,” he 

explained in his Angelus address Aug. 25. 

“She welcomed [Jesus] with all her heart and followed him 

every day of her life, even when she did not understand, 

even when a sword pierced her soul.” 

The Blessed Virgin Mary is “a gate that exactly follows 

the form of Jesus: the gate of the heart of Jesus, 

demanding, but open to all,” he said. “May the Virgin 

Mary help us in this.” 

Pope Francis reflected on the day’s Gospel passage from 

Luke, when someone asks Jesus, “Lord, will only a few 

people be saved?” 

This was a highly debated issue at the time, Francis said, 

and with his answer, Jesus turns the question “upside 

down.” Instead of focusing on the number of people who 

get to heaven, he speaks of the path to heaven, and how 

many will choose to follow it. 

Using the present tense, Jesus invites people to take 

personal responsibility, saying, “Strive to enter through the 

narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but 

will not be strong enough.” 

“With these words, Jesus makes it clear that it is not a 

question of numbers, there is no ‘closed number’ in 

Paradise! But it is a question of going through the right 

passage, which is there, for everyone, but it is narrow,” 

Francis said. 

He explained that Jesus does not deceive people; he does 

not say that the way to heaven is a big, beautiful highway 

with a large door at the end, to not worry the passage is 

narrow,” he said. 

Exorcists to Jesuit head: Satan is real 

http://www.ncregister.com/?utm_source=CNA%20Heade

r%20Link 

 

 Vatican City, Aug 23, 2019 / 11:49 am (CNA).- An 

international organization of Catholic exorcists said 

Thursday that the existence of Satan as a real and 

personal being is a truth of Christian doctrine. 

“The real existence of the devil, as a personal subject who 

thinks and acts and has made the choice of rebellion 

against God, is a truth of faith that has always been part of 

Christian doctrine,” the International Association of 

Exorcists said in an Aug. 22 press release. 

The organization’s release came in response to recent 

remarks on the devil from Jesuit superior general Fr. 

Arturo Sosa, SJ, which the organization called “grave and 

confusing.” 

The exorcists said they released their statement to provide 

“doctrinal clarification.” 

Sosa made headlines earlier this week when he told 

Italian magazine Tempi that “the devil exists as a 

symbolic reality, not as a personal reality.” 

The devil “exists as the personification of evil in different 

structures, but not in persons, because is not a person, is a 

way of acting evil. He is not a person like a human 

person. It is a way of evil to be present in human life,” 

Sosa said. 

Citing a long history of Church teaching on the nature of 

Satan, including several citations from Pope Francis and 

his recent predecessors, the exorcists’ organization said 

that Catholics are bound to believe that Satan is a real and 

personal being, a fallen angel. 

“The Church, founded on Sacred Scripture and on 

Apostolic Tradition officially teaches that the devil is a 

creature and a personal being, and she cautions those 

who, like Father Sosa, consider him only a symbol.” 

Sosa’s remarks are “outside the ordinary and 

extraordinary-solemn magisterium” of the Church, the 

exorcists said. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-mary-helps-christians-enter-heaven-through-the-narrow-gate-71056
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-mary-helps-christians-enter-heaven-through-the-narrow-gate-71056
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-mary-helps-christians-enter-heaven-through-the-narrow-gate-71056
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://aiepressoffice.com/it/2019/08/22/comunicato-alla-stampa-della-i-e-sulla-dichiarazione-di-padre-arturo-sosa-abascal-al-meeting-di-rimini/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/jesuit-superior-satan-is-a-symbolic-reality-60691
https://www.tempi.it/meeting-il-diavolo-esiste-solo-come-realta-simbolica/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and  

 Wednesdays each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone  

 55+ is welcome including  non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

              September, 2019 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Catholic Inquiry Classes 

Thursday,  September 5,   10:00 am - 12:00 pm          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This program is designed for those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life and for Catholics who 

wish to update or renew their understanding of Catholic Teaching.  Specific topics are presented each week and 

participants are encouraged to present questions for discussion.   

Biblical Training Institute for Michigan Catholics 

Saturday,  September 7,   8:30 am - 3:00 pm          

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

With Sr. Diane Bergant, CSA, PhD  

Sr. Bergant is a Professor of Biblical Studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. Until 2005, she wrote a weekly 

column known as "The Word" for America Magazine that has now been published by the Paulist Press 

Wangari Maathai: Visionary and Environmentalist 

Wednesday,  September 11,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Learn about the remarkable life of the world’s most famous woman environmentalist, Dr. Wangari Maathai (1940 –

2011). Born in the Kenya, she became the first African woman to obtain a PhD and was founder of the Green Belt 

Movement. Educated at Catholic schools in Kenya, she was awarded the Kennedy Scholarship to attend college at a 

Benedictine institution in the United States. Retuning to Africa, Wangari was able to bring a spiritual component to the 

hard work of encouraging women to renew the land by planting millions of trees, she also stood against governmental 

corruption and the degradation of women in Kenya. ($10 Donation Requested)  

 

Holy Brew for Adults in their 20s and 30s  

Thursday,  September 12   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm   at  Peppino's Sports Grille - 130 Ionia Ave  SW 

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP   

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email  register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

At Holy Brew, we come together as young adults and talk about life and faith over a meal and a pint.   It’s a great way to 

meet new people, connect with the Grand Rapids young adult Catholic community, and to connect our faith with our 

everyday lives. Our past discussion topics have included prayer, the Holy Spirit, and friendship. Come on your own or 

bring a friend as we go deeper into our Catholic faith. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Monday,  September 16 ,  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm          

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Catholic in Recovery seeks to serve those suffering from addictions and unhealthy attachments through the help of 

twelve step recovery, scriptural reflection, and the sacramental love and mercy provided through the Catholic Church. 

The goal of every group encounter and interaction is connection—connection with others who have struggled or still 

struggle from a similar state as well as connection to Jesus Christ, the Lord that delivers new life.  (No reservation 

necessary) 
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