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From the Director of Faith Formation 

    August 2, 2018  Vol. 5  Issue 32 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

We continue with our selective essays 

from Matthew Kelly. This week 

Matthew relates how we deceive 

ourselves by placing ourselves at the 

center of the universe. When we do so 

there are consequences. Who or what 

should we place at the center?  

View the video by clicking on the link: 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentev

er/lent-reflections-2018  

Don’t forget the Kelly Room has many 

DVD’s for you to take home for the 

kids as well as films on St John Paul 

11 and St. Mother Teresa. The list is at 

the end of the newsletter of some of the 

DVD’s. This is only partial list. Many 

new DVD’s have come in recently. 

Married couples may wish to attend 

one of the Marriage Encounter 

Weekends.  The dates and locations are 

on page 2 of this newsletter. 

We are repeating the article about 

Bishop Walkowiak offering to 

celebrate the sacrament of 

Confirmation for any practicing 

Catholics. Be sure to phone Mary Ellen 

or fill in the form and let us know if 

you or your spouse would like to 

celebrate Confirmation at the Cathedral 

this coming spring. See the details in 

the newsletter.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  

The Best of Matthew Kelly 

Among the challenges associated with producing this  

weekly newsletter is the selection of content to feature 

including the articles by Matthew Kelly. This week, 

we've chosen to focus on how important it is to make 

God the center of our lives. This choice also reflects  

Bishop Barron's focus this week on putting God first in  

our lives. You can't go wrong with making God first. To view the Matthew 

Kelly video again, click on this link.... 
https://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/lent-reflections-2018  

Here is the Matthew Kelly script from day 12 

As human beings, we have this phenomenal ability to deceive ourselves. To be 

delusional. To step outside of reality. To create our own reality. And the 

number one way this manifests is through our egos. We all have ego. It's part of 

who we are. Our God's a god of purpose. He does things on purpose, with 

purpose, for purpose. So, he gave us ego for a reason. And there's a healthy 

sense of ego, and there's a very, very unhealthy sense of ego. And pushed to its 

limits, that becomes really delusional. 

The number one way we reject reality is by placing ourselves at the center of 

the universe. And we all do it. We do it for moments. We do it for days, weeks, 

months, years. I see it with the kids. I see it with my own children. I see that 

there are stages in their development when they are clearly, firmly, and 

absolutely convinced that they are the center of the universe. Now, obviously 

they're not able to articulate that, but the way they behave indicates that is the 

belief, that is the worldview, that they are operating out of. 

 Most people grow out of it, but I think an increasing number of people in our 

culture don't grow out of it. And so, I guess part of the question is, “Who or 

what is at the center of your universe?” And it's a question worth thinking 

about often, because I think that logically and intellectually and philosophically 

we can say, “Oh yeah, God is at the center of the universe,” and, “God is at the 

center of my universe,” or, “God is at the center of my life.” But it's amazing 

how quickly we can displace him. It's amazing how quickly, in different 

situations on different days, we can displace God from being at the center of 

our lives and be unaware of it. 

Commentary:  By Clem Schwartz,  

        Director of Faith Formation 

Like the selection by Matthew Kelly, Bishop 

Barron has also chosen to focus his commentaries 

on how important it is to make God the center of   

our lives asking the question “Is God the center of 
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your lives.?” On July 23, Bishop Barron said it this way: “Go beyond the mind that you have. Repent. Live as though 

nothing in this world finally matters. And you will be living in the kingdom of God!” 

We get up each day, go to work, come home, and go to bed. Why are we doing what we are doing? Have we given a 

thought about what God wants us to do? About 10 or more years ago there was a popular saying; “What would Jesus do? 

or WWJD! Matthew will say we need to be the best version of ourselves. How would you answer WWJD?  

 
 

 

 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/rejoice-and-be-glad-free-

copy?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily%20reflections&utm_content=7-25-

18%20check%20it%20out%20rabg&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpVMU9HVmlaREF4T0RjeiIsInQiOiJsXC94em93aCtTajlwVTVtOH

ZGYjZtZzJaNzlRRVBmMzNSSWVxakQyUGM0aGJYTHZRaVM3QlR5UVhuMmRyUUJBcXRITE8zVXE3ZUw1cmpGSU

RnTkZVSGxMaGNJaDJvWjhJNzdXaG5xT1RybXFkTW5QeTk5TWNtWUVLRndtTVpFRzAifQ 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/rejoice-and-be-glad-free-copy?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily%20reflections&utm_content=7-25-18%20check%20it%20out%20rabg&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpVMU9HVmlaREF4T0RjeiIsInQiOiJsXC94em93aCtTajlwVTVtOHZGYjZtZzJaNzlRRVBmMzNSSWVxakQyUGM0aGJYTHZRaVM3QlR5UVhuMmRyUUJBcXRITE8zVXE3ZUw1cmpGSURnTkZVSGxMaGNJaDJvWjhJNzdXaG5xT1RybXFkTW5QeTk5TWNtWUVLRndtTVpFRzAifQ
https://dynamiccatholic.com/rejoice-and-be-glad-free-copy?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily%20reflections&utm_content=7-25-18%20check%20it%20out%20rabg&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpVMU9HVmlaREF4T0RjeiIsInQiOiJsXC94em93aCtTajlwVTVtOHZGYjZtZzJaNzlRRVBmMzNSSWVxakQyUGM0aGJYTHZRaVM3QlR5UVhuMmRyUUJBcXRITE8zVXE3ZUw1cmpGSURnTkZVSGxMaGNJaDJvWjhJNzdXaG5xT1RybXFkTW5QeTk5TWNtWUVLRndtTVpFRzAifQ
https://dynamiccatholic.com/rejoice-and-be-glad-free-copy?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily%20reflections&utm_content=7-25-18%20check%20it%20out%20rabg&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpVMU9HVmlaREF4T0RjeiIsInQiOiJsXC94em93aCtTajlwVTVtOHZGYjZtZzJaNzlRRVBmMzNSSWVxakQyUGM0aGJYTHZRaVM3QlR5UVhuMmRyUUJBcXRITE8zVXE3ZUw1cmpGSURnTkZVSGxMaGNJaDJvWjhJNzdXaG5xT1RybXFkTW5QeTk5TWNtWUVLRndtTVpFRzAifQ
https://dynamiccatholic.com/rejoice-and-be-glad-free-copy?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily%20reflections&utm_content=7-25-18%20check%20it%20out%20rabg&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpVMU9HVmlaREF4T0RjeiIsInQiOiJsXC94em93aCtTajlwVTVtOHZGYjZtZzJaNzlRRVBmMzNSSWVxakQyUGM0aGJYTHZRaVM3QlR5UVhuMmRyUUJBcXRITE8zVXE3ZUw1cmpGSURnTkZVSGxMaGNJaDJvWjhJNzdXaG5xT1RybXFkTW5QeTk5TWNtWUVLRndtTVpFRzAifQ
https://dynamiccatholic.com/rejoice-and-be-glad-free-copy?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily%20reflections&utm_content=7-25-18%20check%20it%20out%20rabg&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpVMU9HVmlaREF4T0RjeiIsInQiOiJsXC94em93aCtTajlwVTVtOHZGYjZtZzJaNzlRRVBmMzNSSWVxakQyUGM0aGJYTHZRaVM3QlR5UVhuMmRyUUJBcXRITE8zVXE3ZUw1cmpGSURnTkZVSGxMaGNJaDJvWjhJNzdXaG5xT1RybXFkTW5QeTk5TWNtWUVLRndtTVpFRzAifQ


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a marriage enrichment that will take your marriage from 

good to great?  

Or from great to even better?  

Or from a little tarnished to dazzling?  

Look no further!  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter, the original Catholic marriage 

enrichment weekend, has been enriching marriages for 50 years.  

Upcoming weekends...  

Sept. 28-30 at the Holiday Inn in Troy  

Oct. 5-7 at the Augustine Center in Petoskey    

Nov. 2-4 at the Saginaw Center for Ministry in Saginaw   

Space is limited, so register today at www.wwme.org or contact 

Andrew & Alaina Wollner at 734-531-9191 for more info. 

http://www.wwme.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since we are planning to view Bishop Robert Barron’s most recent DVD video series on the Mass beginning this fall, we 

thought the best way to prepare for his presentations will be to find out what Bishop Barron has said about the Mass in 

some of his earlier videos and writings.  

Why is the Mass so important? Why is it the “source and summit” of the Christian life? It is the most beautiful encounter 

between friends and it is an anticipation of the play that will be our permanent preoccupation in heaven. Use this link to 

view one of Bishop Barron’s most recent videos about the Mass. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIGXtDR2GCk  

One of the most surprising thoughts in the video is that Bishop Barron compares the Mass to “play.” While the Mass is 

an encounter with Jesus, it is also the most sublime act of play. Wow, it doesn’t seem to make sense. Watch the video 

and you will find out what Bishop Barron is saying! 

 

VIEW Episode 1 of BISHOP ROBERT BARRON'S 

"THE MASS"  for FREE  

Push the CTRL button on your computer keyboard and click on the link below or copy 

and paste the entire link into your Google browser... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNz_EmTZ5Mk&feature=youtu.be&t=2 

Here is a review of Bishop Barron’s The Mass written on July 23
rd

 on a website called the “ The Catholic Thing.” 

Since I don’t have permission to copy the text, just go to www.thecatholicthing.org to read the review.   

 

 

A review of Bishop Barron’s 

"The Mass" was written on 

July 23
 
and appears on a 

website called the “The 

Catholic Thing.”  

If you wish to read a review 

of  "The Mass" direct your 

browser to this website... 

www.thecatholicthing.org  

and read the review.   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIGXtDR2GCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNz_EmTZ5Mk&feature=youtu.be&t=2
http://www.thecatholicthing.org/
http://www.thecatholicthing.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Check out some of the films, videos and study programs  

       by clicking on this direct link  (no parish code needed) 

       https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

Login to FORMED  for FREE Catholic-related movies, books and  

special programs.  It's FREE....Register NOW at formed.org using  

this St. Jude Parish link - no parish code needed...  

https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation for Practicing Catholic Adults 

If you or your spouse may have never celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation you have two choices here at St. Jude’s 

Parish. You may join the Sunday evening classes for the RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)  

beginning September 16
th

 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. during the weekly classes for children in grades 1-8 in the public 

school. You will join the other adults who have never been baptized or wish to celebrate the sacraments of Holy 

Communion and Confirmation in the spring of the year, too. We highly recommend you participate in a yearlong 

preparation renewing your Catholic Faith by sharing with others who wish to join our Catholic community. However, this is 

not a requirement for those Catholics who have been actively practicing their Catholic Faith for many years.  The second option 

is to register as a candidate for the sacrament of Confirmation NOW! The only requirement will be to meet with Clem Schwartz to 

answer any questions who may have about the Catholic Church and to complete the necessary paperwork. We strongly encourage 

that your spouse or a good friend be asked to be your Confirmation Sponsor no matter which option you choose. 

Please complete this registration form or phone this information into Mary Ellen Boruta, 363-6897, in the Parish Office. Or drop 

this form in the parish collection basket by the end of the month. 

Name _________________________________________ Phone Number ___________________ 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________  Zip Code ________________________ 

Work Phone Number _____________________ Cell phone _____________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

August 5 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/18th-

sunday-of-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection 

In today’s Gospel, there are four exchanges 

between Jesus and the crowd. In the first, the 

crowd, having followed Jesus to Capernaum, 

asks a very matter of fact question: “Rabbi, 

when did you get here?” Jesus replies by 

naming their motivation in pursuing him. 

The crowds have followed Jesus because 

they have been fed. They ought to be 

seeking out Jesus because he can give them 

eternal life. 

As the second dialogue begins, it seems that 

the crowd might be on their way to 

accepting Jesus and his mission. They ask: 

“What can we do to accomplish the works of 

God?” Jesus replies that they must have faith 

in the one sent from God. But in the third 

dialogue, the crowd reveals their inability to 

see Jesus’ true identity. They ask Jesus for a 

sign so that they might know that Jesus is 

from God. How strange this sounds since 

Jesus has just fed more than 5000 people.  

But the crowd cannot see beyond the surface 

of the sign. They show this in their 

interpretation of the sign that came from 

Moses. In their description, they identify 

Jesus with Moses, as if to say, as Moses 

gave the people manna in the desert, give us 

a sign so that we will know that you are 

from God. They are looking to identify a 

prophet without realizing that God is 

standing before them. Jesus corrects their 

misinterpretation, saying that the manna 

received by their ancestors came from God. 

As God fulfilled their ancestors’ needs in the 

desert, so God has provided them with food 

for eternal life. In the bread that they have 

received from Jesus, they have received 

physical nourishment and also spiritual 

nourishment.  

The conclusion of the dialogue reveals the 

crowd’s blindness. They ask for what Jesus 

has just told them they have found: “Sir, 

give us this bread always.” Jesus answers 

plainly that he himself is the Bread of Life  

We understand this better when we 

remember that God revealed his name to the 

people of Israel as “I am,” as Yahweh. Jesus 

is now claiming this name for himself.  

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

John 6:24–35     http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/080218.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

Jesus teaches the crowds that he is the “bread of life.” 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

In today’s Gospel, the crowd asks Jesus for a sign so that they can 

believe that he has come from God. This is a curious request, because 

Jesus has just fed more than 5000 people with just five barley loaves and 

two fish. How quickly they seem to have forgotten the wonderful thing 

that Jesus has done for them. Or, maybe they never recognized the 

miracle in the first place. Sometimes we don’t recognize the wonderful 

things that God has done for us. And, sometimes, we simply forget and 

ask for further evidence of his love and care. We pray that God will 

remove our blindness so that we can receive with thanks and praise all 

the wonderful things that God accomplishes in our lives. 

Together as a family, name the wonderful gifts that God has given you 

and some of the remarkable deeds that God has accomplished in our 

world. Observe that it is important to stop to count our blessings because 

we can easily miss recognizing all of the wonderful things that God does 

for us. Read together today’s Gospel, John 6:24–35. Ask: Why are the 

people seeking out Jesus? (because he has fed them) What do they want 

from Jesus? (a sign that he has come from God) What does Jesus tell 

them? (He says that he will give them something greater and more 

important than the bread that fed their physical hungers; he will give 

them bread that will give them eternal life.) Recall that we have this gift 

from Jesus in the Eucharist. Pray together, thanking God for all that he 

has given to us, especially for the gift of eternal life and the Eucharist. 

Pray together the Magnificat. 

Taken from: https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-

year/sunday-connection/18th-sunday-of-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... “I am the Bread of Life” (John 6:35) is one  

of the seven “I Am” statements of Jesus. Jesus  

used the same phrase “I AM” in seven  

declarations about himself. In all seven,  

he combines I AM with tremendous metaphors  

which express his saving relationship toward 

the world. All appear in the book of John. 

 

Examination of Conscience 

1. Do I have doubts about Jesus in my life? 

2. Have I been able to faithfully follow him? 

3. Do I accept or avoid suffering in my life?  

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/080518.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-honoring-mary/magnificat
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.35
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        Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors 

     St. Alphonsus at 224 Carrier NE provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

   week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  

   non-parishioners.  

     For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program  Voicemail at 616-913-4419 

   Phone this number to obtain the Calendar of events or  e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

 LIVING THE WORD:  August 5, 2018  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Read John 6:24–35      

You may want to listen to Bishop Barron’s homily reflection before attending Mass this week. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/food-for-the-journey/592/ 

Note we continue several weeks using John’s Gospel rather than Mark’s Gospel. Chapter 6 addresses John’s reflection on 

the reality of the Eucharist.  

 

 Pray with the Word       (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 

 O God, nourish us on the bread of Christ’s teaching, clothe us in your likeness. May we live to a life worthy of your 

calling and bear witness in true holiness. Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

 Prepare for the Word (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.) 

Do you consider the needs of others when you’re shopping for clothes, shoes, or accessories? 

How might you be more aware of those who go without? 

 

Reflect on the Word  (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.) 

What do you think it means that if you shed yourself of your old, selfish love, you will be “clothed in new clothes” as 

followers of Christ. 

 Are you ready for a wardrobe change? Why or why not? 

  

 Act on the Word  (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.) 

This week go through your closet and find clothes, shoes, coats, accessories, toiletries, and anything else that you have 

not worn or used in the past six months. Take the time to examine each item and clean it up so that it looks as nice a 

possible. Wash and iron your clothes, and use disinfectant spray to wipe the dust off of jewelry or other objects. Polish 

and wipe off any shoes, and use a dust buster or the attachment on your vacuum to clean out the insides of purses and 

bags. If anything is in very poor condition throw it away. Then take what you have and bring it to the nearest St. 

Vincent De Paul clothing drop box or a local homeless shelter. If you don’t know where you can bring used clothes, call 

your parish and ask for advice.  When you are finished, go back to your room and sit and reflect in front of your emptier 

closet or dresser. How does it feel to be unburdened from some of your earthly trappings? What is it like, cleaning up 

your belongings to make them nice for someone else? Who do you imagine will come to take what you have given? 

How do you hope they will make them fell? 

 Many thanks for giving us permission to use this copy of The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyright  2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: 

Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved.        

 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/080518.cfm
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/food-for-the-journey/592/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the St. Alphonsus "Young at Heart" Senior Program 

for an Inspiring Line-up 

Monday August 6
th

 at 1:30 pm 

     “Our Life as Host-Parents for The West Michigan White Caps” Former 

     Parishioner Michael Page has hosted Whitecaps baseball players for 10 years. 

Join us as he shares his experiences hosting young players from Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, and the 

United States. Learn about the cultural struggles, the amazing dedication, the joys and the challenges for the players 

and the hosts. Monday August 6
th

 at 1:30. RSVP is helpful. Freewill donation. Call 913-4419 to RSVP. Lunch 

available at 12:30.   

Monday August 13
th

 at 1:30 pm 

Next we travel to Dubai with Kim Murphy as she shares an incredible  

travelogue depicting a country that has turned oil-fields and deserts into  

cities with technological advances far beyond American big city life.  

Monday August 13
th

 at 1:30. RSVP is helpful. Suggested donation  

$2.00. Call 913-4419 to RSVP. Lunch available at 12:30. 

 

    Monday August 20
th

 at 1:30 pm 

    Come meet West Michigan’s own Fox 17 Special Assignment Producer Karla  

    Vanderhorst and Reporter Dana Chicklas as they share their love for the fast-paced world 

    of News; fascinating women in a challenging career. Monday August 20
th

 at 1:30. 

    RSVP is helpful. Freewill donation.  Call 913-4419 to RSVP. Lunch available at 12:30.  

Monday August 29 at 1:00 pm 

Next we take to the road for an experiential tour of a therapeutic horse farm in Kentwood. Equine  

Assisted Development provides individual therapy for victims of human-trafficking, as well as  

couples. Come see how a horse can guide a person to healing. Led by owner Deb VanderBand  

PEC, ES, EAGALA Certified. Monday August 29 at 1:00. Cost $5.00. RSVP is required.  

Car pool will leave St. Al’s at 11:00 for lunch at Grand Traverse Pie Co. Join us for lunch or  

meet us at the ranch! Call 913-4419 to RSVP.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis: Faith is measured by one's 

treatment of the poor 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-

francis-faith-is-measured-in-treatment-of-the-poor-12214  

 

Vatican City, Jul 29, 2018 / 07:03 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- The love with which individuals and 

communities treat the poor, the weak, and the hungry, is 

the best measure of faith, Pope Francis said in his 

Angelus address Sunday. 

“Faced with the cry of hunger – all sorts of ‘hunger’ – of 

so many brothers and sisters in every part of the world, 

we cannot remain detached and calm spectators,” the 

pope said July 29. 

“The proclamation of Christ, bread of eternal life, 

requires a generous commitment of solidarity for the 

poor, the weak, the least important, the defenseless. This 

action of proximity and charity is the best verification of 

the quality of our faith, both on a personal level and on a 

community level.” 

Reflecting on the day’s Gospel of the multiplication of 

the loaves and the fishes, the pope said that though Jesus 

gave everything for us, even his life, “he certainly did 

this too: he took care of the food for the body.” 

Jesus’ multiplication of the loaves and fishes “springs 

from a concrete fact… People are hungry, and Jesus 

involves his disciples so that this hunger is satisfied.” 

“And we, his disciples, cannot fake anything,” he 

continued. “Only by listening to the simplest demands of 

the people and by standing next to their concrete 

existential situations can one be heard when one speaks 

of higher values.” 

The pope also pointed to the moment after Jesus 

performed the miracle and everyone ate until they were 

satisfied, when he directed his disciples to collect the 

leftover food, so it would not be wasted. 

Speaking off-the-cuff, Francis asked 

The genius of woman: Women in the world 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-genius-of-

woman-women-in-the-world-93224 

 

Denver, Colo., Jul 26, 2018 / 03:56 pm (CNA) 

A sophomore college student studying political science, 

Miriam Miller, 18, dreams of becoming a strong and 

influential advocate for humanitarian causes. 

Initially, Miller felt fear and doubt when considering a 

career in politics. Not wanting “to be mean, argue, tear 

people apart” in her future career, Miller’s was encouraged 

when she discovered, through an exploration of the Church 

teachings, that she “didn’t have to” embody those qualities 

in order to be successful and happy in her desired field. 

“That’s not who I am as a person,” she added. 

“I don’t want to feel like I have to be this weird little 

mutant of myself,” Miller said. And, thanks to the feminine 

genius, she doesn’t have to. 

A little refresher: John Paul II, in his 1995 “Letter to 

Women,” used the idea of the “feminine genius” to praise 

women for their unique abilities socially and emotionally: 

“Much more important is the social and ethical dimension, 

which deals with human relations and spiritual values. In 

this area, which often develops in an inconspicuous way 

beginning with the daily relationships between people, 

especially within the family, society certainly owes much to 

the ‘genius of women.’" Miller told CNA that in her 

experiences attending seminars and events with political 

leaders, she has encountered some women who seem to 

avoid anything that might make their femininity stand out. 

There was a noticeable expectation for women to almost go 

out of their way to “not look cute,” she said. 

 

Women shouldn’t have to feel like they should hide their 

feminine qualities out of the fear of harassment, she added. 

“Women have kind of lost that feminine grace, which is a 

good thing… and it’s sad,” Miller said. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for August 5, 2018   The 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with song: The Fruit of the Spirit    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA-TMUDQ7us  

Young children are naturally open to God’s actions in our world. We can help them grow in faith by encouraging their 

openness to God and inviting them to a spirit of thanks and praise for all that God does for us. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your family to think about what gifts from God they have received? Then mention that a flower is an example of 

God’s gift of creation; a  sweater is an example of God’s gift of clothing; the loaf of bread is an example of the food that 

God gives us our family is an example of the people that God give us to love and care for us. 

Say: God sure has given us a lot to provide for our needs! 

Say: In today’s Gospel, we hear that the people were seeking out Jesus because he had fed them with bread and fish 

(recall last week’s Gospel). Jesus tells the people that God gives them an even more wonderful gift. Let’s listen carefully 

to this Gospel. 

Read today’s Gospel, John 6:24–35. Then watch this Video clip:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8frlWwd6YGI  

Ask: What does Jesus say that he has already given the people? (He gave them food, loaves of bread and fish, so that 

they would not be hungry.) Are the people satisfied, or do they want something more? (They aren’t satisfied; they 

want more bread.) 

Say: Jesus says that he will give them more bread, but this bread will be an even better gift than the food they have 

already eaten. The bread that he will give them will permit them to live forever with God in heaven. Jesus says that he 

will give them the gift of himself, that he is the bread of life. This is the gift that Jesus has given to us in the Eucharist. 

Conclude in prayer, thanking God for all the wonderful gifts he has given to us, especially for the gift of the Eucharist.  

Pray together the Act of Faith, Act of Hope, and Act of Love. 

Pray together the Morning Offering. 

Conclude by singing This Little Light of Mine.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGWC6_SjHKQ  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5 and 6)  

Begin with song: I am the Bread of Life   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2gQawQ7F0A  

Older children are aware that as human beings we have many needs that must be fulfilled if we are to remain healthy and 

happy. We can help them to see that God provides us with all of these needs and fulfills our greatest need by giving us 

the gift of eternal life in the Eucharist. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Tell your children that there are many needs that must be fulfilled to be healthy and happy. Ask them to name some of 

these needs. Observe that some needs are more important than others.  

Say: We human beings have many important needs that must be fulfilled if we are to be healthy and happy. In today’s 

Gospel, we hear that the people were seeking out Jesus because he had fed them with bread and fish (recall last week’s 

Gospel).  Jesus tells the people that God will provide a wonderful gift that will satisfy an even more important need. Let’s 

listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Have one of your children read today’s Gospel, John 6:24–35. Then watch this Video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8frlWwd6YGI  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA-TMUDQ7us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8frlWwd6YGI
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/act-of-faith
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/act-of-hope
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/act-of-love
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/morning-and-evening-prayers/morning-offering-prayer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGWC6_SjHKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2gQawQ7F0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8frlWwd6YGI


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask: What does Jesus say that he has already given the people? (that he gave them food, loaves of bread and fish, so that 

they would not be hungry) Are the people satisfied, or do they want something more? (They aren’t satisfied; they want 

more bread.) 

Say: Jesus says that he will give them more bread, but this bread will be an even better gift than the food they have 

already eaten. The bread that he will give them will permit them to live forever with God in heaven. Jesus says that he 

will give them the gift of himself, that he is the bread of life. This is the gift that Jesus has given to us in the Eucharist. 

Conclude in prayer, thanking God for all the wonderful gifts he has given to us, especially the gift of the Eucharist.  

Pray together the Magnificat. 

Conclude by listening to this song: One Bread, One Body 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6xIdDYiA9A  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with song: I am the Bread of Life  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2gQawQ7F0A 

Young adolescents are developing emotionally and spiritually as well as physically. They have learned that physical needs 

must be met if they are to stay healthy. We can teach them the importance of also attending to their spiritual needs. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Tell your children that there are many needs that people require to be healthy and happy. Invite them to name some of 

these. Observe that some needs are more important than others.  

Say: Sometimes we talk about our most important physical needs as our “basic human needs.” What are some of those  

“basic human needs?” (water, food, shelter, clothing) There are also non-physical needs that might be considered “basic 

human needs.” What might be examples of these needs? (love, a sense of purpose, healthy relationships, faith) 

Say: Human beings have many important needs that must be fulfilled if they are to be healthy and happy. In today’s 

Gospel, we hear that the people were seeking out Jesus because he had fed them abundantly with five loaves of bread and 

two fish. (Recall last week’s Gospel.) Jesus tells the people that God will provide a greater gift that will satisfy their 

spiritual needs. Let’s listen to this Gospel. 

Invite one of your children to read today’s Gospel, John 6:24–35. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8frlWwd6YGI  

Ask: What has Jesus already given the people? (He gave them food, loaves of bread and fish, so that they would not be 

hungry.) Are the people satisfied, or do they want something more? (They aren’t satisfied; they want more bread.) 

Say: Jesus satisfied a basic physical need, but the people wanted more food. But Jesus tells them that he can give them 

something even more important than food; he can give them eternal life. What is the question the crowd asks next? (They 

ask what must they do to accomplish God’s work.) What does Jesus tell them? (that they will do what God wants when 

they believe in him)  Then, Jesus says that he will give them the gift of himself, that he is the bread of life. This is the gift 

that Jesus has given to us in the Eucharist. 

Say: When we celebrate the Eucharist, we are offering God our thanks because God provides for all of our needs, our 

basic physical needs and our spiritual needs. 

Conclude in prayer, thanking God for all the wonderful gifts he has given to us, especially for the gift of the Eucharist.  

Pray together the Act of Faith, Act of Hope, and Act of Love. 

Conclude by listening to this song: One Bread, One Body 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6xIdDYiA9A  

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-honoring-mary/magnificat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6xIdDYiA9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2gQawQ7F0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8frlWwd6YGI
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/act-of-faith
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/act-of-hope
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/act-of-love
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6xIdDYiA9A


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                     for 

       August/September  2018   
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.   

For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-

registration 

"Divorce Recovery & Support Group"    

Wednesday, August 8  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

For all those who are divorced or who are on the way to becoming divorced, this support group is led by those who have 

been through divorce themselves and offers a pathway to personal growth.  $15 cost for the series.  

"Divorce Recovery & Support Group"    

Wednesday, August 15 7:30 pm - 8:45 pm 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

For all those who are divorced or who are on the way to becoming divorced, this support group is led by those who have 

been through divorce themselves and offers a pathway to personal growth.  $15 cost for the series.  

Catholic Inquiry Class 

Thursday, September 6,  10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This eleven-week program is designed for those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life and for 

Catholics who wish to update or renew their understanding of Catholic Teaching.  Specific topics are presented each 

week and participants are encouraged to present questions for discussion. 

Brown Bag Discussion Group - featuring "REJOICE AND BE GLAD"  the latest book by Pope Francis  

Thursday, September 6,  12:00 pm  - 1:00 pm  

With Fr. Rene Constanza, CSP  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

You don’t need to be a mystic, a priest or a member of a religious order to be holy.  Each of us is called to be a saint. 

“Saints next door,” Pope Francis calls them. All we need to do is “live our lives in love” and “bear witness” to God in all 

we do.  Join Fr. René for this three-week book study and learn more about the call to holiness, the signs of holiness in 

today’s world, the enemies of holiness, and about spiritual combat, vigilance and discernment.  (Please feel free to bring 

your lunch to these discussions.) Copies of the book "REJOICE AND BE GLAD"   by Pope Francis will be available for 

purchase at the CIC office   ($10 donation per session requested) 

Catholic Inquiry Class 

Thursday, September 13,  10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This eleven-week program is designed for those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life and for 

Catholics who wish to update or renew their understanding of Catholic Teaching.  Specific topics are presented each 

week and participants are encouraged to present questions for discussion. 

 

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
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Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or contact Sue 

Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email 

swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 August  2
nd

 Thursday 

 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

  

 August  3
rd

 Friday 

 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

  

 August  4
th

 Saturday                                                                                                                          

 3:00 pm Confessions 

 4:00 pm Vigil Mass in the church 

  

 August  5
th

 Sunday 

 8:30 and 10:30 am Masses in the church 

  

 August  6
th

 Monday  

8:30 am Word & Communion Service in the chapel 

August 7
th

 Tuesday 

 8:30 am Mass in chapel  

 7:30 - 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Rm 

August 8
th

 Wednesday 

 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

      

  

  

Thaddeus Society Tubing Trip 
Saturday,   August 11, 2018 

9:30 am - 3:30 pm9:30 am - 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace=calendar
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Fielder’s Choice - Life is perfectly uncomplicated for promising advertising executive Philip Fiedler until his sister 

unexpectedly dies, leaving him with custody of his autistic eight-year-old nephew. (85 minutes) Not Rated “Family 

Approved” for Ages 12+  

4. Solomon’s Choice - A family is torn when their teenage daughter is diagnosed with leukemia and their medically -

unstable son is the best bet for a bone marrow transplant. Not Rated “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

5. Undercover Angel - A struggling writer unexpectedly becomes the babysitter of a lovable six-year old names Jenny. 

(92 minutes) Rates PG for mild thematic elements / “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

DVD #14 Abraham (1994) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Abraham starring Richard Harris and Barbara 

Hershey. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (187 minutes)  

DVD #15 Jacob (1994) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Jacob, the father of the 12 tribes of Israel, starring 

Matthew Modine as Jacob and Lara Flynn Boyle as Rachel. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (93 

minutes)  

DVD #16 Joseph (1995) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Joseph, one of the 12 sons of Jacob sold into slavery by 

his brothers, starring Ben Kingsley, Paul Mercurio, Martin Landali, and Lesley Ann Warron. Part of the Bible Collection 

first shown on TNT TV. (187 minutes)  

DVD #17 Moses (1995) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Moses, starring Ben Kinsley, Academy Award winner. 

Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (182 minutes)  

Videos to Borrow to take Home  - Sign them out in the Kelly Conference Room 

Now that summer has arrived and the kids are home, don’t forget there are a number of DVD’s you can borrow from the 

Kelly Conference Room for viewing at home. Here is a list of just some of the titles that you can find there. Be sure to 

sign out your selections in the binder and return them as soon as you're done viewing them so others can sign them out. 

DVD 8 Five Classic Family Movies                                                                                           

1. Snowbound - Based upon a true story. When traveling through the mountains in their car with their infant, Jim and 

Jennifer end snowbound when a big snowstorm traps them in. After staying in the car for a couple of days, they leave the 

vehicle behind and head out to find help. (93 minutes)  

2. Baker’s Hawk - When he rescues an injured hawk from the prying eyes of a hunting fox, Billy Baker takes the hawk to 

Mr. McGraw, the town outcast who has a way with animals. As the two nurse the hawk back to health, the bond between 

boy, bird, and misunderstood recluse sparks newfound courage and confidence in Billy. (97 minutes)  

3. Castle Rock - A rebellious girl and a handsome young stranger wanted by the law must work together to brave the 

perils of the scorching Arizona desert in this action-packed family adventure. (85 minutes)  

4. Lassie: the Painted Hills - After years of prospecting, Jonathan finally strikes gold. He returns to town only to discover 

that his partner has since died and left Tommy fatherless. He decides to leave Shep (played by Lassie) with Tommy to 

cheer him up. Meanwhile, Jonathan’s new partner, Lin, isn’t interested in sharing the gold, and lures Jonathan to his death. 

(68 minutes)  

5. River’s End -Barry Corbin plays a fictional Menard County sheriff who uses country savvy and cowboy logic to 

straighten out his angry teen-aged grandson, Clay, a high school senior who can’t seem to stay out of trouble. (97 minutes)  

DVD 9 Four All American Classics                                                                                            

1. Huckleberry Finn - Always in a bind, Huckleberry Finn has learned to thin on his feet. When his father kidnaps him, 

Huck fakes his own death and escapes down the wild Mississippi. While on the run, Huck teams up with his own friend, 

Jim, a slave header to free territory. Together they encounter every kind of adventure imaginable. (77 minutes) RATED 

PG for Language and Mild Violence.  

2. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer - In his email Missouri town, Tom Sawyer is a big troublemaker. When he’s not 

tricking others into doing his work, he’s upsetting his aunt, or wooing his your love. But sometimes Tom’s mischief gets 

him in over his head...especially when he and his pal, Huckleberry Finn, witness a murder. (91 minutes) Not rated/ Dove 

“Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

3. Where the Red Fern Grows - Billy Coleman, a boy growing up in the Ozarks of Oklahoma, is desperate for his own 

hunting dogs. He scrimps and saves to make his dream a reality, and his investment pays off when he and his dogs Old 

Dan and Lil’ Ann win the top prize at the annual raccoon hunting contest. (97 minutes) Rated G / Dove “Family 

Approved” for Ages 12+  

4. Lassie: The Painted Hills - Jonathan Harvey strikes gold and returns home to learn that his former partner has passed 

away, orphaning his young son, Tommy. To keep the boy company while he and his new partner sort out their gold 

findings, Jonathan leaves Tommy in the care of his loyal Collie, Shep. (66 minutes) Not Rated.  

DVD #11 Five Dove-Approved Movie Collection  

1. Out of the Woods - A lawyer heads into the wilderness to check on his grandfather and is faced with a decision that 

will change his life forever. (87 minutes) Not Rated Dove “Family Approved” for Age 12+  

2. Where There’s a Will - Richie, a failed con-man with debt to a merciless loan shark, receives an offer to look after his 

ailing grandmother – a woman he’s never even met. (84 minutes) Not Rated Dove “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Fielder’s Choice - Life is perfectly uncomplicated for promising advertising executive Philip Fiedler until his sister 

unexpectedly dies, leaving him with custody of his autistic eight-year-old nephew. (85 minutes) Not Rated “Family 

Approved” for Ages 12+  

4. Solomon’s Choice - A family is torn when their teenage daughter is diagnosed with leukemia and their medically -

unstable son is the best bet for a bone marrow transplant. Not Rated “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

5. Undercover Angel - A struggling writer unexpectedly becomes the babysitter of a lovable six-year old names Jenny. 

(92 minutes) Rates PG for mild thematic elements / “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

DVD #14 Abraham (1994) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Abraham starring Richard Harris and Barbara Hershey. 

Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (187 minutes)  

DVD #15 Jacob (1994) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Jacob, the father of the 12 tribes of Israel, starring Matthew 

Modine as Jacob and Lara Flynn Boyle as Rachel. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (93 minutes)  

DVD #16 Joseph (1995) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Joseph, one of the 12 sons of Jacob sold into slavery by 

his brothers, starring Ben Kingsley, Paul Mercurio, Martin Landali, and Lesley Ann Warron. Part of the Bible Collection 

first shown on TNT TV. (187 minutes)  

DVD #17 Moses (1995) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Moses, starring Ben Kinsley, Academy Award winner. Part 

of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (182 minutes)  

DVD #18 Samson and Delilah (1996) - Turner Pictures presents the Story of Samson, one of the “judges” chosen to lead 

the chosen people before the age of kings, starring Dennis Hopper, Eric Thal, Elizabeth Hurley, Diana Rigg, and Michael 

Gambon. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (180 minutes)  

DVD #19 David (1997) - Turner Pictures presents the Story of David, poet, musician, and eventually king of Israel staring 

Leonard Nimoy, Nathaniel Parker, Sheryl Lee, and Jonathan Pryce. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. 

(182 minutes)  

DVD #20 2 DVD Set: Jeremiah (1998) and Solomon (1997) - Jeremiah tells the story of the prophet who abandons his 

family and the woman he loves in order to relay God’s message to Jerusalem and experiences first hand Jerusalem’s 

destruction by the Babylonians starring Patrick Dempsey. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (95 

minutes) After defeating his older brother, Solomon is crowded King of Israel and rules the land with love, peace, and 

respect starring Ben Cross and Vivica A. Fox. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV (172 minutes)  

DVD #21 Esther (2010) - Following the conquest of Babylon, the King of Persia give a banquet for his people at which 

he meets the young girl Esther who immediately captivates him with her charm and beauty. Eventually she tells the King 

she is Jewish and saves many innocent people and paves the way for their return to Jerusalem.  

DVD #22 Paul the Apostle (The Bible Collection) -From Emmy award-winning director Roger Young (Joseph and Jesus) 

comes the spectacular story of Paul the Apostle. Paul, originally known as Saul of Tarsus, was at the forefront of efforts to 

stamp out the early Church until Jesus stopped him on the road to Damascus, forever changing his life and mission. He 

joyfully faced persecution, imprisonment, and peril in order to share the love and redemption offered by Christ. (145 

minutes)  

DVD #23 The Apocalypse (The Bible Collection) -Richard Harris stars as the Apostle John in The Apocalypse. Held 

captive by the Romans on the Island of Patmos, the aged Apostle John receives strange visions, including messages 

directly from Jesus to the seven persecuted churches on the nearby mainland. Now John, the last living witness to the 

Lord’s resurrection must find a way to spread the message to the church. These visions form the content s of the Book of 

Revelation. (96 minutes) Another film originally shown on TNT as part of the Bible Collection of dramas.  

Jesus of Nazareth - (Full Movie) There are several copies available to borrow. Look for the 100’s on the shelf. 

For your older children or adults you may want to view this film. The mini-series was directed by Franco Zeffirelli and 

produced by Lew Grade through his ITC Entertainment company. Zeffirelli co-wrote the screenplay with Anthony 

Burgess and Suso Cecchi 


