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       July 18, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 29 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

    Summer Vacation 
    Many are making the final preparations for this 

    summer’s getaway. All year, you've worked hard 

    to set aside the money, make the reservations 

    needed, and checked out how you will get to your 

    destination. For some, it may include making the 

    trip to visit those grown-up children maybe with 

grandchildren you haven’t seen since Christmas. Whatever your personal 

circumstances, you have planned the trip and you are looking forward to making 

the journey.  

Similarly, our lives are spent getting ready for our eventual destination that is 

heaven. Our task in life is to become saints. Wasn’t that the idea in Matthew 

Kelly’s book that we read last year? We, too, have the power and ability to 

contribute a little light to all that darkness of sin and evil out there. We do it by 

loving and serving others.  God is love and when we love others we bring God’s 

love to them.  

But how do we prepare for our spiritual journey? A lot of what we can do 

depends on our circumstances? For those who have children in the home, your 

time might be restricted by the responsibilities you have. Yet all of us can take a 

few minutes each day to connect with God, to acknowledge our dependence on 

Him and to give back a few minutes of our day.  Get up 15 minutes earlier each 

day. Use the time the little ones are napping each day. At work, use the ten 

minute afternoon break. Pick a time to talk and listen to God. For those who 

have already set up daily prayer time, extend the time or do something each day 

help to spread some of the love of Jesus to a stranger, friend, and even one on 

your enemy list. 

The Church provides us with a pathway to follow each day. The daily Mass 

readings provide one framework for you to deepen your relationship to Jesus, to 

become a better disciple. The whole purpose of the LIVING FAITH Booklets is 

to give you a short meditation on one of the biblical readings that day. Why not 

begin with the LIVING FAITH reading each day. There are still copies of the 

three month booklet for the months of July, August, and September in the 

pamphlet rack next to the rocking chairs in the back of the church. 

A paradox is presented in this weekend’s Gospel from Luke. Jesus comes to the 

home of Martha and Mary, and the two sisters have  

vastly different responses to his presence. Martha, the  

hostess extraordinaire, welcomes Jesus and tends to his  

every need. She stays busy serving their guest, ensuring  

that he has a comfortable visit to their home. Mary, on  

the other hand spends her time at the foot of Jesus,  

listening to his every word. It is a tension between  

action and contemplation.  
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One of the parish resources  

that doesn't get used much  

are the DVD’s in the Kelly  

Conference Room.  

Many of the DVD’s are  

copies of the films or  

movies we have shown here at St. Jude 

Parish. For example, there is an 

excellent film on Mother Teresa; 

another film on Pope John Paul II, and 

one of my favorites, Mary of Nazareth. 

At the end of the newsletter you'll find 

a couple of pages of some of the 

DVD’S specially chosen for family 

viewing in your homes.  

For those adults without children in the 

home, you may want to increase your 

knowledge of the Old Testament by 

viewing some of Turner Classics on 

the Bible originally created by Turner 

for showing on TNT and his other 

networks. Titles include one on 

Abraham, another on Moses, and one 

on David. All relate the story of these 

Old Testament characters with true to 

the biblical text.  

Just sign out the DVD's you want to 

view. Return them the following week 

so someone else can borrow them. 

Then sign out some more.  

 Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

 Clem Schwartz   

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus seems to be taking the side of Mary when he says she “has taken the better part and it will not be taken from her.” 

Action and contemplation are two aspects of a response to Jesus’ message and call in our lives. Action is certainly 

important, but it is more impactful if it is rooted in a contemplative foundation. It is not an either/or situation, but rather a 

both/and response. So all you Martha’s out there settle down and just stop for a few minutes. For you Mary’s out there get 

up and do something.  

 

Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word 

July 21, 2019  The Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week will be to live lives of action and contemplation  

– dwelling with Martha and Mary’s response to Jesus 

Read: Genesis 18:1-10 a ; Colossians 1: 24-28; Luke 10: 39-42 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Merciful God, still our busy hands, and quiet our busy tongue, stop our fretting minds, and let us 

come to rest at the at the feet of your Son. In your Kingdom there is no need to compete for your love: let us forsake all 

struggle and anxiety and listen quietly to your voice. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word       (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

How did you feel doing the mindfulness prayer? 

Who are you more like: Martha or Mary? How can you be more like Mary? 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Have you ever taken a stress test? It can be healthy to evaluate our stress level. We can control some of our stress like 

prioritizing our responsibilities and checking them off our to-do-lists as we accomplish things. Other elements in life we 

cannot control, like a parent who has an addition or the death of a loved one. We can keep ourselves balanced by eating 

healthy, working out, making time for prayer, calling a friend, or going to bed earlier. At other times we need friends or 

family to remind us to take a break and relax. One stress test to consider is Luke’s telling of the Martha and Mary story. 

Who are you? Martha or Mary? Mary is sitting with Jesus listening and taking in all in all that he is sharing. Meanwhile 

Martha is working herself into a tizzy doing all the serving. She wants Jesus to take her side and agree that Mary is lazy 

and should help. Instead Jesus points out her anxiety and encourages Martha to, instead do what Mary was doing. Doing 

versus being. Which will you choose?  

Act on the Word  

Allow yourself between ten and twenty minutes this week to practice mindfulness and prayerful meditation. Find a 

comfortable way to sit with your fee flat on the floor. Take three deep breaths. Focus on letting go of worries or concerns 

and just breathe. After you feel more settled and aware of God’s presence with you, repeat this prayer: “Be still and know 

that I am God” (Psalm 46:11). With each repetition, take one word of phrase away starting with the last word. For 

example, the second time you pray you will say, “Be still and know that I am” ;the third time “Be still and know” the 

fourth time, “Be still and,” etc. Once you make it down to “Be” begin adding the words again. Focus on each word as you 

prayer them. This meditative prayer focuses on “being” rather than “doing.” 

The Living Word   2018-2019 Copyrighted  2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Witten by Jennifer 

Farrell. Used with permission. NABRE copyrighted 2010 CCD. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily 

Although the little story of Martha and Mary has been interpreted throughout the centuries as a parable dealing with the 

“active” and “contemplative” approach to the spiritual life, it can be read as Christ’s invitation to all people to partake in 

his inner circle of discipleship. Christ overturned the social conventions of his time by summoning all people to 

discipleship. Thus, we must remove all barriers to discipleship for all people. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/martha-mary-and-the-attitude-of-discipleship/893/  

 

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

Order the book at 

https://order.sufferingchurchbook.com/order 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/martha-mary-and-the-attitude-of-discipleship/893/
https://order.sufferingchurchbook.com/order


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
First Reading 

Genesis 18:1–10a 

Biblical Fast Food 

 

Our idea of fast food is that you drive your car to a local 

chain, you pull up to the giant menu board with the 

scratchy speaker system, you yell out your order, you 

drive to the window, and you pay your money. Within 

minutes, you have your food and you speed away. It is 

fast. 

In the Book of Genesis, there is a different account of fast 

food service. Some mysterious visitors came to see 

Abraham and Sarah. Abraham realized that there was 

something divine about their presence. He immediately 

offered hospitality: a bath, a rest, and a meal. They 

agreed. But Sarah had to come up with some food, fast. 

She baked rolls from fine flour. A servant slaughtered and 

prepared a juicy steer. The curds and milk were easier, 

but the basic ingredients of a hamburger, bread and meat, 

had to be prepared from scratch on the spot. By our 

standards, not fast food—but pretty impressive for its day. 

As a result of his hospitality, Abraham received from God 

the gift he had waited for all his life: a son, Isaac, whom 

he would love. 

When strangers or friends drop by, we have the 

opportunity to offer hospitality. Sometimes we are so 

busy that our primary hope is they will leave as soon as 

possible. But there is another solution. We can offer 

hospitality. The blessing we receive may be the one we 

have desired all life long. 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Second Reading 

Colossians 1:24–28 

Not Enough Suffering 

There is too much suffering in the world. Everyone 

agrees. There is too much sickness, too much enmity, too 

much jealousy, too much violence, too much poverty, too 

much anxiety, and too much death. 

It is strange, then, to hear the Letter to the Colossians 

imply there has not yet been enough suffering. Paul says, 

“Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my 

flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of 

Christ.” 

Certainly there was nothing “lacking” in the afflictions of 

Christ—abandoned by his friends, betrayed by an apostle, 

arrested and manhandled, falsely accused, beaten, and 

flogged, made to carry the instrument of his torture, and 

nailed to it, then lifted high, to die, on a cross. Nothing 

was lacking. 

Yet suffering has continued. Some people have known 

sorrows, torture, and pain even worse than that. The cross 

of Christ did not end suffering. But it rendered suffering 

powerless before the glory of the cross. Paul says he 

rejoices in his sufferings “to bring to completion for you 

the word of God, the mystery hid- den from ages and from 

generations past.” That mystery is now made manifest: “It 

is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

It feels like we have had too much suffering, but even if 

there is more, it cannot harm us. Suffering has no power 

before the promise of glory in Christ. 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year C 

© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.  

All rights reserved.  Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for the Mass © 2001, CCD. 
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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time-July 21 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-

connection 

 

The story of Jesus in the home of Martha and 

Mary complements the story of the Good 

Samaritan, which immediately precedes it in 

Luke's Gospel. Both stories are unique to 

Luke.  

The story of the Samaritan opens with the 

words “a certain man.” Today's reading 

opens with the words “a certain woman.” The 

Samaritan is an example of how a disciple 

should see and act.  

Mary is an example of how a disciple should 

listen. Mary, a woman, is a marginalized 

person in society, like the Samaritan. Both do 

what is not expected of them. As a woman, 

Mary would be expected, like Martha, to 

prepare hospitality for a guest. Here again 

Jesus breaks with the social conventions of 

his time. Just as a Samaritan would not be a 

model for neighborliness, so a woman would 

not sit with the men around the feet of a 

teacher. 

Both stories exemplify how a disciple is to 

fulfill the dual command which begins 

chapter 10—love of God (Mary) and love of 

neighbor (the Samaritan). These are the two 

essentials of life in the kingdom. By using the 

examples of a Samaritan and a woman, 

however, Jesus is saying something more. 

Social codes and boundaries were strict in 

Jesus' time. Yet to love God with all one's 

heart and one's neighbor requires breaking 

those rules. The Kingdom of God is a society 

without distinctions and boundaries between 

its members. It is a society that requires times 

for seeing and doing and also times for 

listening and learning at the feet of a teacher. 

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 10:38-42      http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/072119.cfm 

Jesus visits the house of Martha and Mary. 

Read the Gospels         

In our families and homes, we have boundaries. Some are geographical; 

we may have our own room or part of a room that we want others to stay 

out of. Parents may have home offices that are off-limits to children. 

Some boundaries are behavioral; children may speak one way to their 

friends, but they are not allowed to speak the same way to their parents 

or other adults. A Curfew is another type of boundary, whose purpose is 

to protect children's safety.  

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Talk about examples of boundaries in your family. For the most part, 

these boundaries are good. Talk about how sometimes we set up 

boundaries for the wrong reasons. For example, if we are angry with a 

sibling, we may draw a line and tell him or her to stay on his or her side. 

Explain that when we use boundaries to exclude others, we are being 

hurtful. Point out how in Jesus' time, some boundaries were used to 

unfairly exclude people. One example was from last week's Gospel: 

Samaritans. This Sunday's Gospel has another example: women. Talk 

about how the role of women has changed in your lifetime. Explain that 

in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus breaks down a barrier that kept women 

from being disciples. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Read aloud Luke 10:38-42. Talk about how Martha is conditioned by the 

existing boundaries of her society, but how her sister, Mary, breaks 

through that boundary and becomes a disciple of Jesus. Talk about how 

you can work as a family to break down boundaries that separate people. 

Point out that when we pray the Lord's Prayer, we call God “Our Father,” 

meaning that we are all his children; no boundaries should separate us. 

Conclude this time together by praying the Lord's Prayer.    

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... that the Kingdom of God is a  

society without distinctions and  

boundaries between its members.  

It is a society that requires times  

for seeing and doing and also times  

for listening and learning at the feet  

of a teacher. 

 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:  

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All  

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-connection
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/10
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-cycle-c-sunday-connection


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for July 21, 2019      

The 16th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with Song: The Servant Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Pk2NHKg_o  

Younger children may be surprised to learn that some people are unfairly excluded because of things outside their control. 

Teach children that Jesus invites all people to believe in and follow him. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

Ask: Are girls or boys students? (Both boys and girls can be students.)  

Say: In some countries, girls are not allowed to go to school. They don’t get to learn as girls do here. Allow children to 

share their response to this information. Discuss how some rules unfairly exclude groups of people. 

Say: In Jesus’ time, there were strict rules about what men and women could do. For example, women weren’t supposed to 

be disciples, or students. In today’s Gospel, Jesus visits the house of two sisters, Martha and Mary. Notice what Jesus has 

to say about Mary, who sits at Jesus’ side and listens to him teach. 

Have one of your children read aloud Luke 10:38–42. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGsa1v-CsUk  

Say: Martha didn’t understand how her sister, Mary, could listen to Jesus’ teaching. She was supposed to be doing 

housework! But Jesus defends Mary. He shows us that everyone can be his follower.  

Pray: Thank you, merciful and loving Jesus, for showing us that salvation is for everyone who believes in you and follows 

you. We pray for all people to know the peace of a life with you. Amen. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: You are Mine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14pPevY5sd8  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song: The Servant Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Pk2NHKg_o      

 

Today's children are accustomed to women working in all professions, including politics, but they may not realize that 

until rather recently, this was not always the case. Explaining to them how women's roles in society have changed can help 

them understand the radical new role that Jesus was presenting to women—discipleship. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

Ask: How many U.S. presidents have been women? (none) 

Say: Women did not even have the right to vote in the United States until 1920. For a long time, voting and politics were 

seen as something for men only. Gradually, this has been changing. 

Point out that the role of women is an issue in this Sunday's Gospel.  

Say: In Jesus' time, women were considered the property of men. They were expected to raise children and take care of the 

house. It was unusual for a woman to be a disciple of a teacher. That role was reserved for men. In this Sunday's Gospel, 

Jesus shows us that when it comes to following him, men and women are equal. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Pk2NHKg_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGsa1v-CsUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14pPevY5sd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Pk2NHKg_o


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invite one of your children to read aloud Luke 10:38-42. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGsa1v-CsUk  

Ask: Why was Martha upset with her sister, Mary? (She thought Mary should be helping with the household chores.) 

Say: Martha was accustomed to the traditional role for women and didn't understand how her sister could ignore the 

housework and listen to Jesus' teaching instead. Jesus defends Mary, showing us that no one is excluded from becoming 

his follower. 

Explain that sometimes we exclude certain people from being our friends.  

Say: As followers of Jesus, we are called to be like him and to break down barriers that separate people from one another. 

Invite your children to pray silently, asking the Holy Spirit to help them recognize the times that they exclude others and 

for the grace to include them. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: You are Mine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14pPevY5sd8  

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with Song: The Servant Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Pk2NHKg_o      

People at this age have been studying geography and should have some basic knowledge of the area of the country in 

which they live. Use the concept of state boundaries to point out how we use boundaries to exclude people and how Jesus 

broke through the boundaries of his time. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

Ask: What do we call the lines that separate one state from another?(boundaries) 

Explain that boundaries are not only lines that separate geographical areas but that we also have boundaries in society.  

Say: We have boundaries that determine how we interact with one another and what kinds of behavior is acceptable in 

certain places and at certain times. Sometimes we set up boundaries that exclude people. These types of boundaries can 

be hurtful. 

Point out that in this Sunday's Gospel Jesus shows that there are no boundaries when it comes to who is called to be his 

disciples. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud Luke 10:38-42. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGsa1v-CsUk  

Ask: Why was Martha upset with her sister, Mary? (She thought Mary should be helping with the household chores.) 

Say: In Jesus' time, it was unusual for a woman to be a disciple of a teacher. In this Gospel, we find Mary crossing a 

boundary and sitting at the feet of Jesus to listen to his teaching. Jesus defends Mary, showing us that no one is excluded 

from becoming his follower. 

Explain that sometimes we establish boundaries that exclude certain people from being our friends.  

Say: As followers of Jesus, we are called to be like him and to break down barriers that separate people from one another. 

Invite your children to pray silently, asking the Holy Spirit to help them recognize the hurtful boundaries they may be 

using to exclude others and for the grace to break down those barriers. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: You are Mine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14pPevY5sd8  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGsa1v-CsUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14pPevY5sd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Pk2NHKg_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGsa1v-CsUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14pPevY5sd8


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

July 18
th

  Thursday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

 

July 19
th

  Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 

July 20
th

  Saturday 

 * 3:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Mass 

      

July 21
st
 Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses  

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of 

Christ Sunday Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

  

 July 22
nd

  Monday                                                                                      
* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel                                                                               

      

July 23
rd

  Tuesday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Center 

Conference Room 

      

July 24
th

 Wednesday 
 * 8:00 am to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Group in the 

Thaddeus Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus 

Center 

  
     

 

 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis: Judge your own heart first – not 

that of those in need 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

judge-your-own-heart-first---not-that-of-those-in-need-

89254 

 

Vatican City, Jul 14, 2019 / 05:36 am (CNA).- Helping a 

person in need requires compassion toward their situation, 

Pope Francis said Sunday, encouraging Catholics to think 

first about their own hardness of heart, not the sins of others. 

“If you go down the street and see a homeless man lying 

there and you pass by without looking at him, or you think: 

‘Eh, the effect of wine. He’s a drunk,’ do not ask yourself if 

that man is drunk, ask yourself if your heart has hardened, if 

your heart has become ice,” the pope said July 14. 

The true “face of love,” he continued, is “mercy towards a 

human life in need. This is how one becomes a true disciple 

of Jesus.” 

In his Sunday Angelus address, Pope Francis reflected on the 

parable of the Good Samaritan, which he called “one of the 

most beautiful parables of the Gospel.” 

“This parable has become paradigmatic of the Christian life. 

It has become the model of how a Christian must act,” he 

said. 

According to Pope Francis, the parable shows that having 

compassion is key. “If you do not feel pity before a needy 

person, if your heart is not moved, then something is 

wrong,” he warned. “Be careful.” 

Quoting the Gospel of Luke, Francis said: “‘Be merciful, as 

your Father is merciful.’ God, our Father, is merciful, 

because he has compassion; he is capable of having this 

compassion, of approaching our pain, our sin, our vices, our 

miseries.” 

 The pope noted a detail of the parable of the Good 

Samaritan, which is that the Samaritan was considered an 

unbeliever. Jesus uses a man of no faith as a model, he said, 

because this man, in “loving his brother as himself, shows 

that he loves God with all his heart and with all his strength 

– the God he did not know!” 

Congress hears testimony on 'Kids in Cages' at 

the border 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/congress-

hears-testimony-on-kids-in-cages-at-the-border-75412 

 

Washington D.C., Jul 11, 2019 / 11:15 am (CNA).- 

Members of Congress heard testimony on Wednesday 

about harsh conditions in migrant detention facilities at 

the U.S.-Mexico border, including from a bereaved 

migrant mother whose infant child became sick in 

detention and eventually died. 

“I am here because the world should know what is 

happening to so many children inside ICE detention,” 

Yazmin Juarez, a 19 year-old migrant from Guatemala, 

said in her testimony through a translator before members 

of the House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties on July 10. 

“My beautiful girl is gone, but I hope her story will spur 

this country’s government to act so that more children do 

not die because of neglect and mistreatment,” she said at 

the hearing on “Kids in Cages” at migrant detention 

facilities.  

The number of migrants journeying to the U.S.-Mexico 

border climbed sharply in recent months. A July 2 report 

by the Inspector General (IG) for the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) found that the number of 

apprehensions in the Rio Grande Valley Sector alone rose 

by 124 % in the 2019 fiscal year against the same eight-

month period the previous year.  

The IG report warned of “dangerous overcrowding and 

prolonged detention of children and adults in the Rio 

Grande Valley” and urged DHS to “take immediate steps” 

to address the problem. 

Juarez, one of several witnesses who testified on 

Wednesday before the Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

subcommittee, told members how the poor conditions at 

an ICE facility in Dilley, Texas led to her daughter 

Maria’s preventable death. 
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 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and  

 Wednesdays each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone  

 55+ is welcome including  non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  
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           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

       July/August, 2019 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Encountering Christ in our Daily Lives 

Tuesday,  July 23,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Eric Hernandez, CSP  - Paulist Seminarian 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This program focuses on the encounter St. Paul had with Christ and how this encounter changed his life. We all 

encounter Christ regularly and St. Paul gives us an example of how we can live our lives in response to these encounters. 

This being an example of imitating Christ.  

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  July24,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm        $15  Includes a copy of the book "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email  register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth.  

Catholic in Recovery 

Tuesday,  July 30,  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm          

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Catholic in Recovery seeks to serve those suffering from addictions and unhealthy attachments through the help of 

twelve step recovery, scriptural reflection, and the sacramental love and mercy provided through the Catholic Church. 

The goal of every group encounter and interaction is connection—connection with others who have struggled or still 

struggle from a similar state as well as connection to Jesus Christ, the Lord that delivers new life.  (No reservation 

necessary) 

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  July 31,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm        $15  Includes a copy of the book "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email  register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth.  

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  August 7,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm        $15  Includes a copy of the book "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email  register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth.  
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Home Videos to Borrow in the Kelly Conference  
Now that summer has arrived and the kids are home, don’t forget there are a number of DVD’s you can borrow from the 

Kelly Conference for viewing at home. Here is a list of just some of the titles that you can find there.  

DVD 8 Five Classic Family Movies                                                                                           

1. Snowbound - Based upon a true story. When traveling through the mountains in their car with their infant, Jim and 

Jennifer end snowbound when a big snowstorm traps them in. After staying in the car for a couple of days, they leave the 

vehicle behind and head out to find help. (93 minutes)  

2. Baker’s Hawk - When he rescues an injured hawk from the prying eyes of a hunting fox, Billy Baker takes the hawk 

to Mr. McGraw, the town outcast who has a way with animals. As the two nurse the hawk back to health, the bond 

between boy, bird, and misunderstood recluse sparks newfound courage and confidence in Billy. (97 minutes)  

3. Castle Rock - A rebellious girl and a handsome young stranger wanted by the law must work together to brave the 

perils of the scorching Arizona desert in this action-packed family adventure. (85 minutes)  

4. Lassie: the Painted Hills - After years of prospecting, Jonathan finally strikes gold. He returns to town only to 

discover that his partner has since died and left Tommy fatherless. He decides to leave Shep (played by Lassie) with 

Tommy to cheer him up. Meanwhile, Jonathan’s new partner, Lin, isn’t interested in sharing the gold, and lures Jonathan 

to his death. (68 minutes)  

5. River’s End -Barry Corbin plays a fictional Menard County sheriff who uses country savvy and cowboy logic to 

straighten out his angry teen-aged grandson, Clay, a high school senior who can’t seem to stay out of trouble. (97 

minutes)  

DVD 9 Four All American Classics                                                                                            

1. Huckleberry Finn - Always in a bind, Huckleberry Finn has learned to thin on his feet. When his father kidnaps him, 

Huck fakes his own death and escapes down the wild Mississippi. While on the run, Huck teams up with his own friend, 

Jim, a slave header to free territory. Together they encounter every kind of adventure imaginable. (77 minutes) RATED 

PG for Language and Mild Violence.  

2. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer - In his email Missouri town, Tom Sawyer is a big troublemaker. When he’s not 

tricking others into doing his work, he’s upsetting his aunt, or wooing his your love. But sometimes Tom’s mischief gets 

him in over his head...especially when he and his pal, Huckleberry Finn, witness a murder. (91 minutes) Not rated/ Dove 

“Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

3. Where the Red Fern Grows - Billy Coleman, a boy growing up in the Ozarks of Oklahoma, is desperate for his own 

hunting dogs. He scrimps and saves to make his dream a reality, and his investment pays off when he and his dogs Old 

Dan and Lil’ Ann win the top prize at the annual raccoon hunting contest. (97 minutes) Rated G / Dove “Family 

Approved” for Ages 12+  

4. Lassie: The Painted Hills - Jonathan Harvey strikes gold and returns home to learn that his former partner has passed 

away, orphaning his young son, Tommy. To keep the boy company while he and his new partner sort out their gold 

findings, Jonathan leaves Tommy in the care of his loyal Collie, Shep. (66 minutes) Not Rated.  

DVD #11 Five Dove-Approved Movie Collection  

1. Out of the Woods - A lawyer heads into the wilderness to check on his grandfather and is faced with a decision that 

will change his life forever. (87 minutes) Not Rated Dove “Family Approved” for Age 12+  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Where There’s a Will - Richie, a failed con-man with debt to a merciless loan shark, receives an offer to look after his 

ailing grandmother – a woman he’s never even met. (84 minutes) Not Rated Dove “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

3. Fielder’s Choice - Life is perfectly uncomplicated for promising advertising executive Philip Fiedler until his sister 

unexpectedly dies, leaving him with custody of his autistic eight-year-old nephew. (85 minutes) Not Rated “Family 

Approved” for Ages 12+  

4. Solomon’s Choice - A family is torn when their teenage daughter is diagnosed with leukemia and their medically -

unstable son is the best bet for a bone marrow transplant. Not Rated “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

5. Undercover Angel - A struggling writer unexpectedly becomes the babysitter of a lovable six-year old names Jenny. 

(92 minutes) Rates PG for mild thematic elements / “Family Approved” for Ages 12+  

TURNER CLASSIC FILMS ON THE BIBLE  

DVD #14 Abraham (1994) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Abraham starring Richard Harris and Barbara Hershey. 

Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (187 minutes)  

DVD #15 Jacob (1994) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Jacob, the father of the 12 tribes of Israel, starring Matthew 

Modine as Jacob and Lara Flynn Boyle as Rachel. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (93 minutes)  

DVD #16 Joseph (1995) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Joseph, one of the 12 sons of Jacob sold into slavery by 

his brothers, starring Ben Kingsley, Paul Mercurio, Martin Landali, and Lesley Ann Warron. Part of the Bible Collection 

first shown on TNT TV. (187 minutes)  

DVD #17 Moses (1995) - Turner Pictures presents the story of Moses, starring Ben Kinsley, Academy Award winner. 

Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (182 minutes)  

DVD #18 Samson and Delilah (1996) - Turner Pictures presents the Story of Samson, one of the “judges” chosen to lead 

the chosen people before the age of kings, starring Dennis Hopper, Eric Thal, Elizabeth Hurley, Diana Rigg, and Michael 

Gambon. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (180 minutes)  

DVD #19 David (1997) - Turner Pictures presents the Story of David, poet, musician, and eventually king of Israel 

staring Leonard Nimoy, Nathaniel Parker, Sheryl Lee, and Jonathan Pryce. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on 

TNT TV. (182 minutes)  

DVD #20 2 DVD Set: Jeremiah (1998) and Solomon (1997) - Jeremiah tells the story of the prophet who abandons his 

family and the woman he loves in order to relay God’s message to Jerusalem and experiences first hand Jerusalem’s 

destruction by the Babylonians starring Patrick Dempsey. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV. (95 

minutes) After defeating his older brother, Solomon is crowded King of Israel and rules the land with love, peace, and 

respect starring Ben Cross and Vivica A. Fox. Part of the Bible Collection first shown on TNT TV (172 minutes)  

DVD #21 Esther (2010) - Following the conquest of Babylon, the King of Persia give a banquet for his people at which 

he meets the young girl Esther who immediately captivates him with her charm and beauty. Eventually she tells the King 

she is Jewish and saves many innocent people and paves the way for their return to Jerusalem.  

DVD #22 Paul the Apostle (The Bible Collection) -From Emmy award-winning director Roger Young (Joseph and 

Jesus) comes the spectacular story of Paul the Apostle. Paul, originally known as Saul of Tarsus, was at the forefront of 

efforts to stamp out the early Church until Jesus stopped him on the road to Damascus, forever changing his life and 

mission. He joyfully faced persecution, imprisonment, and peril in order to share the love and redemption offered by 

Christ. (145 minutes)  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

DVD #23 The Apocalypse (The Bible Collection) -Richard Harris stars as the Apostle John in The Apocalypse. Held 

captive by the Romans on the Island of Patmos, the aged Apostle John receives strange visions, including messages 

directly from Jesus to the seven persecuted churches on the nearby mainland. Now John, the last living witness to the 

Lord’s resurrection must find a way to spread the message to the church. These visions form the content s of the Book of 

Revelation. (96 minutes) Another film originally shown on TNT as part of the Bible Collection of dramas.  

Jesus of Nazareth - (Full Movie) There are several copies available for you to borrow. Look for the 100’s on the shelf. 

For your older children or adults you may want to view this film. The mini-series was directed by Franco Zeffirelli and 

produced by Lew Grade through his ITC Entertainment company. Zeffirelli co-wrote the screenplay with Anthony 

Burgess and Suso Cecchi d'Amico. It was filmed entirely on location in Tunisia and Morocco. The total runtime is 6 

hours and 21 minutes. Jesus of Nazareth premiered on 27 March 1977 on British television on the ITV network, courtesy 

of ITC's parent company, Associated Television; it made its American premiere as an NBC Easter special, on 3 April 

1977. For its fifth airing on American television at Easter 1987, TV Guide called Jesus of Nazareth "the best mini-series 

of all time" and "unparalleled television.  

 

 


