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Last Sunday we celebrated at 1:00 pm  a special First Holy Communion Mass for  

20 children  mostly in grade 2. We would like to thank their parents, their catechist 

Mr. Ted Allen,  Janet DeBoe who coordinated the Communion process and Fr. Tom 

Page and Deacon Larry for making this such a special event for the children. Many 

others such as the ushers and the Eucharistic ministers helped to make the Mass a 

special event for our young children. At lastly, the Glory Group who lead us in 

song: Chris Jensen, Dave Spoelhof, Steve Wayward, Neil Carlson, Ken Shippers, 

Mary Ellen Dexter, Lori Totten, Sydney Rauch, and Jalane Schmidt. Please pray for 

these children as they join us now in fully participating in the Mass each weekend. 

Lathan Bayna   Henry Flowers    Lucas Matlock 

Simon Brodi   Jackson Hemmes  Fletcher Mollan 

Sloane Catalanotti  Brady Kaczanowski  Owen Novak 

Collette Chalmers  Edward Kneibel  Clara O’Keefe 

Alexa Druelle   Noel Landon   Myles Ott 

Kamdeyn Engle   Maxwell Mainzak   Levi Van Maanen 

        Mary Vos  

        Molly Willis 
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This coming week, view  

Bishop Barron’s Pivotal  

Players Volume 1 FREE  

by requesting  a six-day free  

screening pass... click on 

this link:  

https://pivotalplayers.com/ 

Beginning on Friday May 10, you can 

request to watch FREE for the next six 

days, six different profiles of six people 

who not only shaped the life of the 

Church, but changed the course of 

civilization:  

May 10 Friday      St. Francis of Assisi.  

May 11 Saturday  St. Thomas Aquinas 

May 12 Sunday    St. Catherine of Siena 

May 13 Monday   John Henry Newman  

May 14 Tuesday   G. K. Chesterton 
May 15 Wednesday  Michelangelo 

The website will continue to show the 

different DVD’s until Sunday, May 19. 

This fourth Sunday of Easter is 

traditionally Good Shepherd Sunday 

since in all three years of the Lectionary 

cycle, the Gospel on this day is about 

Jesus as the Good Shepherd. Each of the 

three years we read a section of John’s 

Gospel, chapter 10 which related how 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 

This year we read the concluding verses 

from Chapter 10: 27-30. 

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to jdeboe@stjudes.net 

 

 Clem Schwartz   

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
https://pivotalplayers.com/
https://pivotalplayers.com/
https://pivotalplayers.com/
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventh Grade Parents 

Last week we mailed a letter to all parents who may have potential Confirmation candidates (who are now seventh 

graders) to explain that the Confirmation preparation program starts during the summer months. This letter will give the 

parents the information about your son’s or daughter’s Summer Project to launce their preparation for celebrating 

Confirmation as an eighth grader. They are some of our future eighth graders who have not been attending classes on 

Sunday evenings. Whatever the circumstances we want to make sure all eighth graders are welcome to join us on 

September 15 for our first Sunday evening class. We will be preparing for the celebration of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation throughout the school year. There will be a mandatory meeting for all parents to attend on Sunday evening, 

October 6
th

 during the time of the Sunday evening classes from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. If for some reason, you did not receive 

this letter and you now have a seventh grader, please phone Mary Ellen with your name and mailing address. If you are 

new in the parish also give Mary Ellen your email address so she can add you to our weekly newsletter which goes out by 

email every Thursday.  

There will be a mandatory meeting for all parents to attend on Sunday evening, October 6 during the time of the Sunday 

evening classes from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. If for some reason, you did not receive this letter and you now have a seventh grader,  

please phone Mary Ellen with your name and mailing address. If you are new in the parish also give Mary Ellen your email 

address so she can add you to our weekly newsletter which goes out by email every Thursday.  

What’s the message of this Sunday’s Gospel? 

Today’s readings, taken all together and at once, paint a picture of suffering and protection. In this middle point of the Easter 

Season, it’s a great reminder that we sometimes face trials, both big and small, but are always under the perfect protection of 

the Lord. In the middle of this season of joy and celebration, we are asked to hone in on the struggle that can come even during 

a time of triumph and victory.  

We are guided, led, nourished, fed, and protected by the Shepherd – Christ – who had taken us into his loving arms to ensure 

that we are safe. We are so cared for and loved by Jesus. Jesus wants us in his flock, and will do whatever it takes to ensure we 

are close to him. 

Though we sometimes stray from the flock and get lost on the path, especially in a secular world  with all manner of things that 

fight for our attention and seek to push us off track, we should constantly return to the loving hands of the one who guides us 

without fail. It is no small task to be a sheep of the Shepherd, and we should be honored and respond always in faith to that 

great gift.  

Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass:  Living the Word 

May 12   Fourth Sunday of Easter - Good Shepherd Sunday     

Our focus this week will be that we are God’s beloved.  

He will always care for us with great affliction and attention. 

Read: Acts of the Apostles 13: 14, 43-52; Revelation 7:9, 14 b-17   John 10:27-30 

Pray with the Word                    (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

Our God and Shepherd you know us and the paths we take. May we always seek you out in both our joys and sorrows, always 

desiring to hear your voice. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word         (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?  

Who helps to shepherd you on your faith journey? 

What qualities and values do these leaders of shepherds in your life hold dear? 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Sheep tend to travel in numbers. Rarely do you see a lone sheep in a field . In fact, if your go near the fence and surprise a flock of 

sheep, they will all run off together in one direction or simply run into each other as they scatter. Sheep need a shepherd to guide 

them or they will not be safe, find food, or be protected. Wolves will most certainly pounce without a shepherd. Jesus continues to 

remind us that he is our shepherd in John’s account of the Gospel today. We are the sheep that need constant reassurance that Jesus 

gives us eternal life. Staying on our course of faith in God will help us to reach heaven so we must follow him. However, unlike 

sheep, we each get to step out on our own and stand firm in our faith. We become the shepherds to each other. It is important that 

we stay on the path.  

Act on the Word  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Act on the Word  

Think about someone who has helped shepherd you on your faith journey. Recall how they leadership has influenced 

you to stay on the course and not stray from the flock. Thank that person if you can for their guidance. Offer your own 

prayer of gratitude to them. Life often gets too busy to pause and recognize those in our life who make a difference. 

Take a leap of faith and share your gratitude with them today.  

The Living Word TM 2018-2019 Copyrighted  2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Use with permission. 

 

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily 

One of the most enduring and endearing images of Jesus is that of the good shepherd who guides and lays 

down his life for his sheep. We cannot be indifferent in regard to him. We have to give our whole selves  

to him, without compromise or hesitation. Once we hear his voice, we have to drop everything and follow.  

Use this link:  https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-good-shepherd/5140/      

   Bishop Barron on the Acts of the Apostles 
   During the Easter season, we are reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles.   

   Though John, Philip, Peter, and James are all featured in Acts, the “star” of the text is   

   clearly Paul, missionary and evangelist. Who was this extraordinarily important figure, the  

   man that many say, after Jesus himself, was most influential on the development of   

   Christianity? For the next three weeks, I will be exploring the life, thought, and work of   

   Paul the Apostle.   https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/paul-the-apostle/621/ 

Mark your calendars for the new Bible Study   

    Wednesday Evenings - 7:00 pm in the Brophy Center                         

                 The Bible and the Virgin Mary 

Tom Carpenter will be live-streaming a program from StJudes.Formed.org for  

all of us to experience on the big screen in the Brophy Center, Wednesdays  

evenings in the Brophy Center from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.   

Do you have questions about Mary? Do you get questions from friends and family about Mary?  

Or do you know and love Mary and want to share more effectively?  

 

 

 

Be part of the parish wide look at exactly who is the Blessed Virgin Mary? Can you explain her role?   

Do you fully understand the vital role she plays?  

We know Mary is important, find out more about how essential she really is. The Bible and the Virgin Mary unveils 

the mystery of Our Lady that is woven into the fabric of Sacred Scripture. Join author, speaker, Matthew Leonard, it is 

awe-inspiring! All in all, you will experience Mary as you’ve never experienced her before!  If you cannot make it on 

Wednesdays, sign up for StJudes.Formed.org  and watch it in your home.  However, it is much better on the big screen 

with stereo sound in the Brophy Center. 

.  

 

 

 

 

The Bible and the Virgin Mary - Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in the Brophy Center 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-good-shepherd/5140/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/paul-the-apostle/621/
http://stjudes.formed.org/
http://stjudes.formed.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Sunday of Easter  - May12 

Good Shepherd Sunday 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-c-

sunday-connection 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is also called 

Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three 

lectionary cycles, the Gospel is taken from 

the tenth chapter of the Gospel of John. This 

chapter of John's Gospel follows Jesus' 

healing of the man born blind and the 

rejection of this miracle by Jewish leaders 

who question Jesus' authority to heal. Jesus 

responds to this challenge to his authority by 

calling himself the Good Shepherd. He is 

criticizing the Pharisees and other Jewish 

leaders. Already, the Pharisees and other 

Jewish leaders are so angered that they 

attempt to stone and arrest Jesus (see John 

10:31 and 10:39). This controversy with the 

religious leaders continues until Jesus' death. 

Set in a moment of tension and conflict in 

John's Gospel, today's Gospel reading is 

Jesus' answer to the question, “Are you the 

Messiah?” Jesus responds by saying, in 

essence, “If you have to ask, then you are not 

one of my sheep.” Then Jesus asserts his 

unity with the Father. At the conclusion of 

these words, John reports that the Jews intend 

to stone Jesus for blasphemy, but he escapes 

arrest. 

We may be less familiar with the metaphors 

of sheep and shepherd than those to whom 

Jesus spoke. The image of Jesus as Good 

Shepherd and the community of followers as 

his sheep has endured over the centuries as a 

primary image in our faith tradition. Its 

power to describe the relationship between 

Jesus and his followers transcends direct 

experience with sheep. The image speaks to 

us about the protection, security, and care 

that shepherds represent for their sheep. 

Today's Gospel speaks powerfully about the 

familiarity and intimacy between Jesus and 

his disciples, expressed as recognizing and 

knowing another's voice. Today's Gospel also 

speaks to the relationship between Jesus and 

the Father. In the Gospel of John, Jesus 

identifies so closely with the Father that he 

tells us that they are one—not just close, but 

actually one.  

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

John 10:27-30     http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/051219.cfm 

Read the Gospels        

Jesus describes his care for his sheep. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Not only can we recognize family members' voices, we can also read the 

tone of their voices and know something about how they are feeling. In 

our relationship with Jesus, we know Jesus' voice and are called to 

follow. Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts us 

directly into contact with God the Father, removing all distance between 

us. In the Gospel of John, Jesus identifies so closely with the Father that 

he tells us that they are one—not just close, but actually one. Knowing 

Jesus means knowing the Father. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Read with your family today's Gospel, John 10:27-30. Ask your family 

members to talk about some ways that Jesus brings them closer to God 

and closer to one another. Pray together the Acts of Faith, Hope, 

and Love. 

Act of Faith 

O my God, I firmly believe  

that you are one God in three divine Persons, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

I believe that your divine Son became man  

and died for our sins and that he will come  

to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe these and all the truths  

which the Holy Catholic Church teaches 

because you have revealed them  

who are eternal truth and wisdom,  

who can neither deceive nor be deceived.  

In this faith I intend to live and die.  

Amen. 

Act of Love 

O Lord God, I love you above all things  

and I love my neighbor for your sake  

because you are the highest, infinite and perfect 

good, worthy of all my love.  

In this love I intend to live and die.  

Amen. 

Did You Know…  

...that to know Jesus is to know the  

Father?  Jesus doesn't just bring us closer  

to the Father, Jesus puts us directly into  

contact with God the Father, removing  

all distance between us. Our relationship  

with Jesus is an invitation to share in  

the life of God. 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

Act of Hope 

O Lord God,  

I hope by your grace for the 

pardon  

of all my sins 

and after life here to gain 

eternal happiness 

because you have promised it  

who are infinitely powerful, 

faithful, kind,  

and merciful.  

In this hope I intend to live 

and die.  

Amen. 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-c-sunday-connection
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v31
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v31
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v39
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/10
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-faith.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-hope.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-love.htm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for May 12, 2019    Fourth Sunday of Easter 

                Good Shepherd Sunday   

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with Song: Like a Shepherd https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZSyGwk5zU4  

Help younger children understand our relationship with Jesus by teaching them that Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who loves, knows, 

and guides us, his sheep. He shows us the way to eternal life with God. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

 Say: A shepherd guides sheep so that they don’t get lost. He protects them from danger. 

We call Jesus the Good Shepherd. He loves us and guides us, just as shepherd guides and cares for his sheep. Let’s hear Jesus the 

Good Shepherd talk about his sheep in today’s Gospel. 

Read today’s Gospel, John 10:27–30. Then watch this video clip which tells the story from John 10: 1-21 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HemLgC10WGE  

Say: We are the sheep that Jesus is talking about. Jesus loves us. He knows everything about us and is always with us. He shows 

how to be closer to God and gives us eternal life in heaven 

Pray together, Jesus, Good Shepherd, you love us and guide us. You show us how to be closer to God. We will follow you to the 

Father. Amen. 

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics:   "He will carry you" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YfciAgsZFE  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song: Like a Shepherd https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZSyGwk5zU4  

 

Older children use their lived experience to learn about the divine. In their capacity to know one another well we can 

invite them to consider the relationship between Jesus and those of us who are his followers. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say:  We have to know a person pretty well to be able to recognize her voice without seeing her. This is what Jesus 

describes in today's Gospel, his close relationship with his followers. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud today's Gospel, John 10:27-30. Then watch this video clip which tells the story from 

John 10: 1-21 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HemLgC10WGE  

Ask: How does Jesus describe the relationship he has with his sheep? (The sheep hear Jesus' voice and follow him; Jesus 

knows his sheep.) What does Jesus do for his sheep? (He protects them, and he gives them eternal life.) How does Jesus 

describe his relationship with the Father? (They are one.) 

Say: We are Jesus' followers; we are the sheep he is talking about in today's Gospel. Jesus knows us as well as our family 

and our best friends. When we share eternal life, we will be closer to God as well. We will see God as he is and share 

fully in the life of God. 

Pray together that you will all one day share fully in the life of God.  

Pray together the Act of Hope. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: ”He will carry you" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YfciAgsZFE  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZSyGwk5zU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HemLgC10WGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YfciAgsZFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZSyGwk5zU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HemLgC10WGE
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-hope.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YfciAgsZFE
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Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with Song: Like a Shepherd https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZSyGwk5zU4  

Young people are developing in their capacity to have close relationships with others, and they are growing in their capacity to be in 

close relationship with Jesus. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite the your children to reflect on the progression that new relationships tend to follow. Ask: What questions might you ask a 

person you are meeting for the first time? (What is your name? What grade are you in? What school do you attend?) What are things 

about a person that you might find out later? (the number of people in their family; more about their background; their favorite 

subject in school; their hobbies and interests; and so on)  

Observe that as relationships grow and develop we come to know more and more about each other.  

Say: When a friend starts calling your house, usually you must ask who is calling. At some point, however, you know each other 

well enough that you no longer need to identify yourself on the phone. Observe that recognizing another person's voice is an 

indication of a developing relationship with that person. 

Say: In today's Gospel, Jesus refers to this knowledge of another's voice as a description of his relationship with his followers. Let's 

listen carefully to hear what Jesus says. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud today's Gospel, John 10:27-30. Then watch this video clip which tells the story from 

John 10: 1-21 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HemLgC10WGE  

Ask: What are the metaphors Jesus uses in today's Gospel to describe his relationship with his followers? (sheep and shepherd; 

recognizing voices) What kinds of things do these metaphors represent to us? (knowledge, protection, and security) 

Say: In today's Gospel, Jesus also describes his relationship with the Father. How does Jesus describe this relationship? (He says 

they are one.) This means that to know Jesus is to know the Father. Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts us 

directly into contact with God the Father, removing all distance between us. Throughout our life, we hope and pray that we will 

grow ever closer to God as we learn to follow Jesus more fully. 

Pray together that you will all one day share fully in the life of God.  

Pray together the Act of Hope. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing along with the lyrics: ”He will carry you" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YfciAgsZFE  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZSyGwk5zU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HemLgC10WGE
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-hope.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YfciAgsZFE


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 May 9
th

   Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

  

 May 10
th

   Friday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 * 5:00 pm to 10:00 am Grade 7 Lock-in (ASA Gym and 

Brophy Center) 

  

 May 11
th

 Saturday 

  * until 10:00 am Grade 7 Lock-in (ASA Gym and 

Brophy Center) 

 * 3:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Mass 

May 12
th

 Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses in the church 

 * 9:00 am Northview Church of Christ Sunday Services 

in the ASA Gym/Family Center 

 * Children’s Liturgy of the Word and the Lord’s Lambs 

during the 10:30 am Mass 

  

 May 13
th

  Monday                                                                                                
*  8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

* 7:30 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Ctr. 

May 14
th

  Tuesday 
* 8:30 am Mass in the church 

* 6:00 -7:30 pm ASA Science Fair in the Brophy Center 

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium 

Conference Room 

      

May 15
th

  Wednesday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

 * 9:00 am Senior Men’s Club in the Thaddeus Ctr. 

 * 9:00 to 10:30 am Women’s Faith Sharing in the Kelly 

 Conference Room 

 * 11:30 am to 2:00 pm 55+ Luncheon in the Brophy Ctr. 

* 6:30 to 8:00 pm Welcome Committee Meeting in the 

Millennium Conference Room 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in Thaddeus 

 * 7:00 to 8:30 pm Bible Study on Mary in the Brophy 

Center 

  

 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
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Pope Francis: Capitalism must consider impact 

on humanity, environment 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

capitalism-must-consider-impact-on-humanity-environment-

42768  

 

Vatican City, May 3, 2019 / 10:22 am (CNA).- Pope Francis 

Friday offered a critique of capitalisms impact on the 

environment, calling for a response that hears “the cry of the 

Earth and the cry of the poor.” 

“The precarious condition of our common home has been the 

result largely of a fallacious economic model that has been 

followed for too long,” Pope Francis said May 3. 

Francis called this economic model “profit-oriented, 

shortsighted, and based on the misconception of unlimited 

economic growth,” and said that it results in a “disastrous 
impact on the natural world.” 

“Economic powers continue to justify the current global system 

where priority tends to be given to [...] the pursuit of financial 

gain, which fail to take the context into account, let alone the 
effects on human dignity and the natural environment,” he said. 

Pope Francis offered his reflection on the environment and the 

economy in an audience with the participants in the meeting, 

“Mining for the Common Good,” organized by the Vatican 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. 

Mining industry executives from Latin America, Africa, Asia, 

and Canada participated in the meeting, along with Anglican, 

Methodist, and Catholic leaders dedicated to development. The 

pope commended the participants for their commitment to 
dialogue. 

“We need a paradigm shift in all our economic activities, 

including mining,” Pope Francis told the conference 

participants in the Apostolic Palace.“Mining, like all economic 

activities, should be at the service of the entire human 

community,” he said. 

Alabama bill to send abortion doctors to jail 

sets up Supreme Court fight 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/alabama-

bill-to-send-abortion-doctors-to-jail-sets-up-supreme-

court-fight-97057  

 

Montgomery, Ala., May 3, 2019 / 11:30 am (CNA).- The 

Alabama House of Representatives has passed a bill that 

would make performing an abortion a Class A felony 

offence. The Human Life Protection Act would mean 

doctors who perform abortion could face years in prison. 

The bill was carried in the House by a margin of 74-3 on 

April 30. It must now be passed by the state Senate and 

approved by Gov. Kay Ivy (R). 

Unlike so-called “trigger laws” passed in other states, 

which would outlaw abortion in the event that the Supreme 

Court ruling in Roe v Wade is overturned, the Alabama 

measure would come into effect within a year of being 

signed into law. 

Under current Supreme Court jurisprudence, abortion is 

defined as a constitutional right. If the Human Life 

Protection Act were to become law, it would face an 

immediate challenge and likely be prevented from coming 

into force. Supporters of the bill said their intention is to 

use the ensuing court battle to force the Supreme Court to 

revisit Roe v Wade. 

State Rep. Terri Collins (R - Decatur) said that the law is 

designed to “confront a decision that was made by the 

courts in 1973 that said the baby in a womb is not a 

person." 

"This bill addresses that one issue. Is that baby in the 

womb a person? I believe our law says it is," Collins said. 

As a Class-A felony, performance of an abortion would 

carry a potential prison sentence of 10-99 years but, the 

bill’s supporters noted, would only apply to doctors and not 

to mothers. 

Collins underlined that the bill “makes it a criminal offense 

to perform an abortion as a doctor. The woman would be 

held blameless.” 
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 Join the Young at Heart for these activities for Seniors...  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

 week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  non- 

 parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 
 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

 week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  non- 

 parishioners.  

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  
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          SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                  for 

       May,  2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  May 9,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, is designed to help you come to a deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in 

your life. Life as an adult requires an adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-

sharing, small-group discussion, reflection and prayer.  

Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the Catholic 

Church.  Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew.   

Catholic Inquiry Classes 

Tuesday,  May 14,   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This twelve-week program is designed for those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life and for 

Catholics who wish to update or renew their understanding of Catholic Teaching.  Specific topics are presented each week 

and participants are encouraged to present questions for discussion.   

Church Architecture in Grand Rapids, MI 

Thursday,  May 16,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm    $15  Includes Lunch   (Lunch follows the program – registration required)     

With Fr. Bob Cary, CSP 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email  register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

What people believe affects how they pray and how they pray influences how they design the space in which they pray, i.e. 

Church Architecture.  This workshop will examine this principle and tour examples of Romanesque, gothic, orthodox, 

American colonial and modern churches in Grand Rapids. (This is primarily a walking tour of the churches near the 

Cathedral of Saint Andrew. Bus transportation will be provided to visit the churches that are farther away.)  Lunch is 

included in the $15 cost. Have you experienced this in your life? 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  May 16,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, is designed to help you come to a deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in 

your life. Life as an adult requires an adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-

sharing, small-group discussion, reflection and prayer.  

Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the Catholic 

Church.  Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew.   
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