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Last Sunday we celebrated the big 

event. During the days of Lent we 

tuned up our "spiritual cars" to 

continue along on the road that will 

lead us to our heavenly destination. 

Hopefully, our fasting, prayer, and 

almsgiving helped us to be a “better 

version of ourselves.”  

If you really want to give new meaning 

to this Easter Season, go to Bishop 

Barron’s homily reflection. Even if you 

don’t usually listen to his radio homily 

we include in the newsletter, do so this 

week. Here is that link: 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/

homily/life-in-the-church/959/  

Our task is to “give what we have 

received.” We are to go out and spread 

the good news about Jesus to all. “The 

whole point of the Church to receive 

the divine life and then to give it to 

others.”  

Email comments and suggestions to 

cschwartz@stjudes.net  

 

     This Sunday...Last One this Year 

     It is the second Sunday of the month and the 

     final breakfast buffet for this year will take 

place after all the morning Masses. The profits from these monthly 

breakfasts are returned to the parish. Once again this year, the Knights have 

provided funding for the coming Vacation Bible School as well as money 

for us to offset the cost of purchasing Matthew Kelly’s book for Lent this 

year in addition to the purchase of the annual license for the formed.org 

subscription. They have also provided funding for our youth ministry 

program. This week the Knights will provide a complimentary breakfast 

for our Confirmation and First Holy Communion families after the 10:30 

a.m. Mass. Hope to see you there this Sunday.  

     Volunteers Needed For Vacation  

     Bible School and for Sunday  

     evening classes beginning Sept. 8  

    Vacation Bible School will take place from 

June 18 to June 22. Set up and orientation will take place on June 15. For 

those seventh graders who will be helpers at VBS this June and others 

including adults, a copy of the helper sign-up form is in this week’s 

newsletter. For parents who wish to register their children, the registration 

form is also in the newsletter. We are seeking volunteers for the Sunday 

evening program now so that we can meet with those who may be interested 

during the summer preparation time. We also have need of volunteers to help 

out in the office on Sunday evenings, too!  

Sunday Night Classes for Grades 1-8  

By now most of you realize that even though  

we have completed our formal grade level classes for this school year, our 

study of the Catholic faith has not stopped. We still need to nourish the 

spiritual life of our children and of ourselves. It is for that reason we turn to 

the Sunday readings, in particular the gospel reading, to help us grow in 

our Catholic faith. For parents, we have the weekly lesson plans based 

upon the gospel reading. For adults we have the commentaries from Loyola 

Press and LTP Publications. Each week these  

helpful resources will continue to be found in the  

weekly newsletter.  

Set aside time study your Catholic Faith  

But the challenge for all of us is to set aside a time  

in our busy schedules to work with our children or  

 .  

 S
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to reflect as adults on our Catholic Faith. For the parents who had children in the Sunday night classes, may we suggest 

to set aside an hour each Sunday as you have done since September. Use the Lesson Plan based upon the average age or 

grade level of most of your children. Talk about what Deacon Larry or Father Tom have shared with us in the homily 

that weekend. Post a note on the refrigerator about what the family is going to do this week to be more like Jesus in 

what they say and do. 

At the Sunday meal gathering read together a passage from the Living Faith Booklets – the new ones for April through 

June were just given to your children and have been distributed to everyone in the vestibule. Additional copies of the 

Living Faith booklets can be picked up from the Parish Office.  Or in the information rack by the rocking chairs in the 

vestibule of the church. Go to the Kelly Room and brose over the many DVD’s we have available for family viewing. 

There are copies of the DVD’s we have used in our adult education programs and several recent films on St. John Paul 

II, Mary of Nazareth, and St. Peter. There are classic films from TNT on Abraham, Jacob, Moses, King David, 

Solomon, as well as some of the classics like the Ten Commandments and the Robe. Please sign out the DVD’s so we 

know who has borrowed them. Thanks. 

 

We distributed 300 copies of Bishop Barron’s Episode 1 on Easter Sunday  

If you didn’t get a copy of the DVD, you will be able to view it at this link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWEPehtvw_o  If you took a copy of the DVD may we  

ask you to pass it on to someone you know who may not be coming to church or may benefit 

from listening to Bishop Barron. Besides this episode, the rest of the nine episodes of the Catholicism DVD series can be 

found in the Kelly Room. There are five DVD’s with two episodes on each DVD. Please sign out the videos so we know 

who has them. Return the video when you are finished so others can view them, too! See the outline for Episode 1 on 

pages XX and XX in this week’s newsletter. Here below is a summary of Episode 1. 

Catholicism A Journey to the Heart of the Faith 

Chapter 1/ Episode 1 Amazed and Afraid: The Revelation of God Become Man 

“It all begins with a joke. The essence of humor is the coming together of opposites, the juxtaposition of incongruous 

things.” Thus begins Robert Barron’s DVD series on CATHOLICISM as well as the book by the same name. He wastes 

little time is stating the theme of the series and book: “The Creator of the cosmos, who transcends any definition or 

concept, took to himself a nature like ours, becoming one of us.” 

We, as Catholics, believe that Jesus is one person with two natures: a divine or God-nature and a human nature. 

Throughout this DVD series Fr. Barron will be looking at the God-nature of Jesus. In his book on page 10 he states that 

one of the most important things for us to understand about Christianity “is that it is not primarily a philosophy or a 

system of ethics or a religious ideology. It is a relationship to the unsettling person of Christ.” We are not concerned with 

the teachings of Jesus (that will be covered in Episode or Chapter 2), but answering the question about Jesus: “Who do 

you say I am?” 

View Part 1 (Tracks 1-4 on DVD) 

Optional Review Questions after viewing or reading pages 9-15 

1. Fr. Barron compares Jesus to other great religious founders such as the Buddha, Mohammed, and Confucius. How is 

Jesus different? (Page 13) 

2. What choice does Jesus compel us to make? (Page 14) 

3. Fr. Barron quotes Mark 10:32 that his apostles were amazed and those who followed were afraid. What is Mark telling 

us about Jesus? (Pages 14-15) 

4. Have I made the choice to believe that Jesus is Lord, that is the Son of God? If so, how do I demonstrate that in my 

public and private actions? 

View Part 2 (Tracts 5-8 on DVD) or read pages 15-35 

Optional Review questions after viewing the DVD or reading pages 15-35 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWEPehtvw_o


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING THE SCATTERED TRIBES OF ISRAEL 

5. Jesus’ simple message was “The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the Gospel” Mk 1:15). When Jesus 

spoke of the “Kingdom of God, the Jews would have heard “the tribes are being gathered.”  Who did Jesus gather that 

went beyond the Jewish expectations?  (Pages 15-18) 

6. Today the Church is the New Israel. How can we as Church gather others like Jesus did? Hint: Recall what Jesus did 

when he gathered the scattered tribes.  

CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM 

7. “Destroy this temple and in three days I will rise it up.” With these words Jesus himself replaces the Temple of 

Jerusalem as the new dwelling place and presence of God. What does Fr. Barron tell us is always in need of cleansing 

today like the Temple in Jerusalem? 

8. Do you consider those people gathered at Liturgy each Sunday temples of the Holy Spirit?  (See 1 Cor. 6:19) If so, how 

should they be treated?  

DEALING WITH THE ENEMIES OF THE NATION 

9. Fr. Barron compares the power of the infant Jesus, the newly born emperor, to the power of the worldly emperor, 

Augustus. Yet Jesus dealt with the enemies of Israel by dealing with sin. On the Cross Jesus conquered sin and death in a 

non-violent way. Fr. Barron reminds us that Jesus destroyed the enemies of the nation through the cross. “Jesus took upon 

himself the sins of the world…he became sin…and bearing the full weight of that disorder…Jesus on the cross drowned 

all the sins of the world in the infinite ocean of the divine mercy, and this is how he fought.”  But what prevents us from 

saying that the crucified Jesus wasn’t simply a failed revolutionary? (Page 31) 

10. Why should we have peace and not be afraid? (Page 33) 

LORD OF THE NATIONS 

11. In the light of the resurrection, the first Christians understood that Jesus would reign as the Lord of all Nations. Why 

are the opening verses of Mark’s Gospel “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” fighting words? 

(Page 34) 

12. We are called to be evangelists and to spread the Gospel. How can I be a better evangelist of the good news? What 

fears and concerns do I have about evangelizing?  What can I do about those fears or concerns? 

Catholicism Episode 1: Amazed and Afraid: The Revelation of God Become Man Outline  

1. Both God and Human  

1. Christ is the privileged door (Chesterton)  

2. The divine humor (Dante’s Divine Comedy)  

3. “And on that sacred jest/the whole of Christianity doth rest (Chesterton)  

4. Jesus emerged as a deeply disconcerting and subversive figure  

2. Jesus  

1. The incarnation is the central “hinge” of Christianity  

2. The question: “Who do men say that the Son of Man is?” (Matt.16:13)  

3. Buddha, Mohammed and Confucius did not claim to be divine  

4. Jesus compels a choice  

5. Jesus is either God or he is a bad man and a liar; there is no middle ground  

6. “...and they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid” (Mk.10:32)  

3. The Work of Jesus, the Messiah  

1. Described in the Torah (Law), Prophets, and Psalms  

2. The Messiah, the Anointed One, called to four tasks (N.T. Wright)  

Jesus accomplished the four tasks in the strangest way 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The First Task: Gathering the Tribes of Israel  

1. This gathering is for the sake of the world  

2. The Kingdom of God is the call to be gathered and reunited  

i. Man is scattered due to sin  

ii. God desires man to be gathered together into a people  

3. Jesus shepherded the people of Israel, forming the New Israel, the Church  

5. The Second Task: Cleansing the Temple of God  

1. Adam was the first priest; the Garden of Eden was the first temple  

i. Adoration is perfect, proper alignment to God  

ii. Original sin is the adoration of the wrong thing(s)  

2. Israel was a temple, created to teach right praise and to offer sacrifices  

i. Sacrifice is the act of giving something of creation back to the Creator  

ii. The prophets spoke of God’s presence leaving the Temple and looked forward to a new and perfect 

Temple  

3. The cleansing of the Temple by Jesus  

i. Not an act of rebellion, but of rebuilding  

ii. The Temple to be rebuilt, however, was the temple of his body  

iii. Jesus is the dwelling-place of God, the perfect sacrifice  

6. The Third Task: Dealing with the Enemies of Israel  

THE DAVIDICWARRIOR  

i. Israel was constantly oppressed by other peoples: the Egyptians, Babylonians, Assyrians, Philistines, Romans 

1. This oppression was the result of Israel’s sin 

2. Liberation from this oppression could come only from God  

ii. Jesus is a “Davidic Warrior” 

1. The power of God is revealed in a baby in a manger 

2. The baby Jesus was “behind enemy lines” (C.S. Lewis) is Lord  

   iii.  Godly humility vs. worldly power  

1. Worldly power: Quirinius governor of Syria, and Caesar Augustus  

2. Heavenly power: the True Emperor, Jesus Christ  

3. The true emperor is not fed, but feeds (the Eucharist)  

2. Dealing with the Enemies of Israel: Palm Sunday and Holy Week  

i. Jesus took on “all forms of human dysfunction;” the sins of the world  

ii. He embodied the Sermon on the Mount while on the Cross  

3. The Resurrection  

i. Completed the first three tasks of the Messiah  

ii. The only good explanation for the early Christian movement, which logically should have died with Christ 

Jesus  

iii. Not a symbol, metaphor, or fable  

iv. “Shalom, peace:” Jesus shows his wounds to the disciples in the Upper Room  

7. The Fourth Task: Reigning as Lord of the Nations  

1. “Iesus Kyrios” (“Jesus is Lord”)  

i. Pilate, by putting the sign over the crucified Christ, was, ironically and unwittingly, the first evangelist  

ii. The words, Jesus is Lord” were fighting words in the first century, leading to direct confrontation with 

Rome and Caesar  

2. However, it was through Rome that Christ and his Church would go out to all the world  

3. “Glad Tidings” was an imperial greeting; the good news (Gospel) was not about Roman rulers, but about the King 

of Kings  

4. The Cross taunts Rome and its successors  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

LIVING THE WORD:   April 8, 2018    Divine Mercy Sunday  

 Read John 20: 19-31 

 (You might want to listen to the radio homily from Bishop Barron at this time) 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/life-in-the-church/959/  

Pray with the Word  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 Most high glorious God, in the Passion, Death and Resurrection of your Son, the depth of your love and mercy is 

revealed. Keep us true to your Word, and keep us free from sin.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 Prepare for the Word (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.) 

What does it mean to you to be part of a community? Is this something you like to be a part of or do you feel uncertain 

with the whole concept of belonging to a group and following certain rules? What communities are you a part of? 

Are you like ‘doubting Thomas? Always needing evidence? If so, what are your doubts  

About the Catholic faith? What do you need in order to have “blind faith” to trust in God without proof? 

Reflect on the Word  (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.) 

In 2000, Pope John Paul II designated the Second Sunday of Easter as the Sunday of Divine Mercy. Your priest or 

deacon may have used the phrase “Divine Mercy” during his Homily. What does the word mercy mean in our culture? 

What does this word mean to you? How do you see mercy lived out in the Catholic faith? 

It is healthy and good to have doubts and questions?  

What part of Jesus’ message to Thomas resonates most with you today and why? 

 

 Act on the Word (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.) 

Click on this link to listen to the Christian group Citizen Way sing the song “Evidence.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyxkqaV4SkM  Listen to the song, while you read the lyrics. The lyrics 

correspond to today’s Gospel about faith, and the third verse give specific ways to be a witness. How do the lyrics 

affect you and your understanding of living your faith? The lyrics give some options of how to share your faith and to 

truly be merciful and compassionate. Just as Jesus was compassionate and merciful to Thomas, we experience this 

same mercy and compassion in the sacraments of the Church. Consider going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation to let 

go of doubts and receive forgiveness. Then you can be the change in the world longs to see. You can shine as evidence 

of God’s joy and love in all your big and little choices this week.  

Thanks for giving us permission to use this copy to The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyrighted 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. 

Bishop Barron’s Weekly Homily 

The resurrected Jesus appears to his disciples, fearful they were to be targeted next, to deliver a  

message of peace with a mission. This is the mission of the Church, to proceed in spreading the  

news about Christ imbued with the life-affirming, sin-forgiving power of the Holy Spirit. It's a  

mission that will connect us to God. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/life-in-the-church/959/  

 

 

Login to FORMED  for FREE Catholic-related movies, books and  

special programs.  It's FREE....Register NOW at formed.org using this St. Jude 

Parish link - no parish code needed... https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/life-in-the-church/959/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyxkqaV4SkM
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/life-in-the-church/959/
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 April 5
th

 Thursday 

 ASA - No school 

 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 9:15 – 11:00 am 55+ Steering Cmte. Mtg. - Brophy Center 

 April 6
th

 Friday 

  ASA - No school 

 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 9:00 – 10:00 am Eucharistic Adoration in the chapel 

 April 7
th

 Saturday                                                                                                                            
 3:00 pm Confessions in the church 

 4:00 pm Mass in the church  

 April 8
th

  Sunday 

 8:30 and 10:30 am Mass  

 10:30 am Rite of Sending for Confirmation Candidates 

 K of C Breakfast Buffet after all morning Masses 

 10:30 am Free Breakfast Buffet for Confirmation & 

    First Holy Communion candidates and their families 

 10:30 am Mass - Lord’s Lambs and CLOW   

 11:00 am – 3:00 pm LAOH meeting - Thaddeus Center 

 No Sunday night classes for Grades 1-8 

 April 9
th

  Monday  

 8:30 am Word & Communion Service 

 9:00 – 10:30 am Women’s Faith Sharing - Kelly Conf. Rm. 

 9:00 – 11:00 am Mothers of Grace -Youth Room & Library 

 7:30 -8:45 pm Women’s Bible Study- Thaddeus Center 

 April 10
th

  Tuesday 

 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 6:00 to 7:15 pm Bible Heroes - Millennium Conf. Room 

 6:30 – 8:00 pm Home & School Mtg. - ASA Library 

 7:30 -8:45 pm Men of Emmaus in Millennium Conf. Room 

 8:00 -10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym 

 April 11
th

 Wednesday 

 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 9:00 to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Club - Thaddeus Center 

 9:30 – 11:00 am Unemployment Support Group in Brophy  

6:00 – 8:45 pm Choristers/Adult Choir - church lower level 

 6:30 – 8:45 pm Support Group - Thaddeus Center 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email to:  swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or contact Sue 

Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email 

swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Saint Alphonsus Offers On-going Programs & Activities for our Seniors 
     St. Alphonsus at 224 Carrier NE provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each 

   week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including 

   non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program  

   Voicemail at 616-913-4419 Phone this number to obtain the Calendar of events or 

   e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace=calendar
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Jude  

Vacation Bible School 
Join us in Babylon, where we’ll explore what life was like for Daniel and 

his friends, captives in a strange land.  

You’ll craft cool projects in the Marketplace, laugh as you play Bible-

times games, visit with Daniel, and eat some interesting food.  

Plus, you’ll meet lots of new friends! 

It's all happening June 18 to June 22 - Be there!! 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Lesson Plans for April 8  -  Divine Mercy  Sunday   

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with the song: He is Alive  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0f0axB4GCC8  

For young children, seeing is believing. As they mature in their faith, they will learn to appreciate that there is more to 

life than what they can see with their eyes. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: There are many things in our life we cannot see with our eyes. There is something in this very room if it wasn’t 

there we would die. Can anyone guess what I am talking about? That’s right. It is the air we breathe. The Gospel this 

week tells how difficult it was for Jesus’ followers to believe in him once he had died and left their sight. So Jesus 

appeared to them. Let’s listen carefully to today’s Gospel.  

Read aloud John 20:19-31. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOG_OyvWNDQ  

Say: This Gospel tells us that when the disciples saw Jesus, they believed. Sometimes on very cold days when we breathe 

we are able to see the air we breathe in and out.  

Say: When Jesus appeared to his disciples, he gave them a special job. He asked them to help others to know Jesus by 

demonstrating Jesus’ greatest trait—his loving forgiveness. When people saw that Jesus’ enemies had killed him, they 

might have thought Jesus was useless. That is why Jesus left behind part of himself to his disciples. He left the Holy 

Spirit so that they could forgive sins as he did. That way, people would know that Jesus’ love is still alive and working. 

Like the air we breathe which we cannot see most of time, the Spirit of the Risen Jesus is with us. So we can forgive 

others like Jesus did. So we can love others when it is difficult to do.  

Conclude by praying together that we will allow the Holy Spirit to make us people who forgive others.  

Pray together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

Then show the veggie tale video clip Hope’s Song  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwuZj4QmtBc  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  

Begin with song: Hallelujah (Easter Version)    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC1Nvn4Bk0Y  

Older children can be argumentative. Take advantage of opportunities to teach them that Jesus shares with us the gift of 

the Holy Spirit, which can help us resolve conflicts peacefully. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your family to identify five things that people their age might argue about. 

Say: Jesus knew human beings well. He knew that we would have arguments. But he gave us the remedy for hurt feelings 

in the gift of reconciliation. 

Read aloud today’s Gospel, John 20:19-31 & show this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vyDRZVXc9Y  

Ask: What disagreement among the disciples is heard in this Gospel? (Thomas didn’t believe that the other disciples had 

seen Jesus.) How did Jesus begin the process of reconciliation for the disciples? (He appeared again when Thomas was 

present; he shared with his disciples the power to forgive sins.) What gift did Jesus give to his disciples to help them 

forgive sins? (the Holy Spirit) 

Say: Jesus has also given us the power to be people who forgive and reconcile with one another. Whenever we act to 

bring peace and resolution, we are acting in the spirit of Jesus. 

Conclude in prayer together that we will share the gifts of forgiveness, peace, and reconciliation with the people in our 

lives.  

Pray together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 

Watch this video clip: He’s Alive by Don Francisco   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCiaPRBLmIQ   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0f0axB4GCC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOG_OyvWNDQ
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwuZj4QmtBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC1Nvn4Bk0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vyDRZVXc9Y
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCiaPRBLmIQ


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with song: Begin with song: Hallelujah (Easter Version)   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC1Nvn4Bk0Y  

Learning to resolve conflicts is an important skill for getting along with others. The Holy Spirit helps us to seek ways to 

bring peaceful resolution to conflicts. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your children to think about a recent disagreement with another person.  Ask them to consider how the conflict was 

resolved.  

Invite your children to share specific actions that helped to resolve the conflict. If their happens to be no conflict your 

children wish to share, then say: some elements of good conflict resolution are honest discussion, a desire to resolve the 

conflict, and a willingness to ask forgiveness. Encourage your children to develop and use these skills in their 

relationships. 

Say: Jesus knew human beings well. He knew that we would have arguments, disagreements, even fights with one 

another. He gave us help in order to become  people who seek peace and reconciliation with others. Let’s listen carefully 

to this Sunday’s Gospel to learn about the help Jesus gives us.  

Invite one of your children to read aloud this Sunday’s Gospel, John 20:19–31. 

Then show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vyDRZVXc9Y  

Ask: What are Jesus’ words of greeting to the disciples? (“Peace be with you.”) What gift does Jesus give to his 

disciples? (the Holy Spirit) What does Jesus tell his disciples to do? (forgive sins) 

Say: We celebrate the gifts of forgiveness and peace in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. The Holy Spirit 

helps us to be people who forgive and reconcile with one another. We can call upon the Holy Spirit to help us to seek 

ways to bring peaceful resolution to disagreements. 

Conclude in prayer together that we will share the gifts of forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace with the people in our 

lives.  

Pray together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 

Watch this video clip: He’s Alive by Don Francisco  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCiaPRBLmIQ   

 

 Prayer of Saint Francis 

 Lord make me an instrument of your peace 

 Where there is hatred let me sow love 

 Where there is injury, pardon 

 Where there is doubt, faith 

 Where there is despair, hope 

 Where there is darkness, light 

 And where there is sadness, joy 

 O divine master grant that I may 
 not so much seek to be consoled as to console 
 to be understood as to understand 
 To be loved as to love 
 For it is in giving that we receive 
 it is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
 And it's in dying that we are born to eternal life 
 
 Amen 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC1Nvn4Bk0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vyDRZVXc9Y
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCiaPRBLmIQ


  

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                   for 

         April  2018   
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.   

For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-

registration 

"Putting the Zing in Evangelizing" 

Tuesday, April 10,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  

With Fr. Rene Constanza, CSP   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

God’s story comes alive in our stories. Join Fr. René in exploring four gospel stories that illustrate how Jesus puts the 

“zing” in God’s mission and how we as his followers are called to put the “zing” in bringing the Good News to a world 

that needs it. $10 donation is suggested. 

"Divorce Recovery & Support Group"    

Wednesday, April 11,   7:30 pm-8:45pm 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

For all those who are divorced or who are on the way to becoming divorced, this support group is led by those who have 

been through divorce themselves and offers a pathway to personal growth.  $15 cost for the series. 

"Catholicism:  The Pivotal Players"    

Thursday, April 12,  10:00 am - 11:30 am          

With Irene Strom, MAT 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Bishop Barron is on a new journey to unlock the truth behind the Catholic Church’s most influential people, by 

illuminating a handful of saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who not only shaped the life of the Church but changed the 

course of civilization. With Bishop Barron’s epic film series and discussion, this four-week series will explore the lives 

of St. Francis of Assisi and G. K. Chesterton.  $10 donation is suggested. 

"Biblical Training Institute for Michigan Catholics" 

Saturday, April 14,  8:30 am - 3:00 pm  

With Dr. Steve Muller, PhD   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

The Catholic Information Center’s Biblical Training Institute is designed to help you: 

• Develop a deep understanding and love for scared scripture 

• Explore scripture with biblical experts 

• Grow as a bible study leader in your parish 

• Improve leadership and facilitation skills 

• Earn a Biblical Formation Certificate and Catechist Certification credits 

• Become a joyful bearer of the Good News, sharing the Word with the world 

$75 per event or $240 for the series of four conferences. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
https://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/event/putting-zing-evangelizing/
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

April 8 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-
sunday-of-easter-cycle-b-sunday-connection 

Part of the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection 

is that he appeared to his disciples not as a 

spirit, but in bodily form. We do not know, 

however, exactly what this form looked 

like. Earlier in John’s Gospel, when Mary 

of Magdala first encountered the risen 

Jesus, she did not recognize him until he 

spoke to her. In Luke’s Gospel, the 

disciples walking along the road to 

Emmaus did not recognize Jesus until he 

broke bread with them. We know from 

readings such as today’s that in his 

resurrected form, Jesus was not bound by 

matter; he appeared to the disciples inside a 

home even though the door was locked. 

Yet the disciples could still touch the marks 

of his Crucifixion. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples 

with the gift of peace. Jesus then 

commissions his disciples to continue the 

work that he has begun; as Jesus was sent 

by God, so Jesus sends his disciples. He 

gives his disciples the gift of the Holy 

Spirit so that they will be able to 

accomplish this task. Jesus’ words to his 

disciples also highlight the integral 

connection between the forgiveness of sins 

and the gift of the Holy Spirit. With the 

grace of the Holy Spirit, we can share 

forgiveness and reconciliation with others. 

Thomas, the doubting disciple in today’s 

reading, represents the reality of the 

Church that comes after this first 

community of witnesses to Jesus. All but 

the first disciples of Jesus must believe 

without seeing. Like Thomas, we may 

doubt the news that Jesus, who was 

crucified and buried, appeared to his 

disciples. Our human nature seeks hard 

evidence that the Jesus who appeared to his 

disciples after his death is indeed the same 

Jesus who was crucified. Thomas is given 

the opportunity to be our representative in 

obtaining this evidence. He gives witness 

to us that the Jesus who was raised is the 

same Jesus who died. Through the gift of 

the Holy Spirit, we are among those who 

are blessed, for we have not seen and yet 

believe. 

 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:  

John 20:19-31   http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/040818.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

Thomas believes because he sees Jesus. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Within normal family life, there are many opportunities for conflict. 

Jesus did not promise us the absence of conflict in our lives. Instead, he 

gave us the gifts of peace, forgiveness, and reconciliation so that we 

could reduce conflict. The measure of Christian family life is not the 

absence of conflict, but the manner in which conflict is resolved. Filled 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we ask Jesus to help us to bring peace 

and forgiveness to situations of conflict in our families. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

As your family gathers, take this opportunity to examine how your family 

resolves conflict. Recall a recent argument or disagreement and discuss 

how the conflict was resolved. Consider whether the conflict was 

resolved peacefully, in the spirit of Jesus. If not, discuss alternatives that 

might be tried in the future. Read together today’s Gospel, John 20:19-

31. Recall that we have each received Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit and 

that the Holy Spirit helps us to be people who forgive others and seek 

peace. Pray together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit or the Peace Prayer of 

Saint Francis.  

Taken from:  https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-

year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-easter-cycle-b-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

...that the date for Easter Sunday in Western 

Christianity is determined by the lunar cycle? 

Easter Sunday is the first Sunday after the first 

full moon following the Spring Equinox.  the  

date of Easter Sunday will change from year- 

to-year since the lunar cycle is only 29 1/2 days. 

Examination of Conscience…  

How does my belief in the Resurrection 
help me to make Jesus the center of my life? 

How do I share with others the amazing  
things God has done in my life and in the 
world? 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032518.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032518.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death doesn't have the final word, Pope 

Francis says   

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/death-doesnt-

have-the-final-word-pope-francis-says-on-easter-55417 

 

Vatican City, Apr 1, 2018 / 04:25 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- During his Urbi et Orbi Easter blessing, Pope 

Francis said Jesus' death and resurrection provide hope to 

a world marred by conflict, proving that modern tragedies 

such as war and violence won't have the final say. 

“We Christians believe and know that Christ’s 

resurrection is the true hope of the world, the hope that 

does not disappoint,” the Pope said April 1, Easter 

morning. 

Like the parable Jesus told of the grain of wheat which 

has to die before bearing fruit, Francis said that “it is the 

power of the grain of wheat, the power of that love which 

humbles itself and gives itself to the very end, and thus 

truly renews the world.” 

“This power continues to bear fruit today in the furrows of 

our history, marked by so many acts of injustice and 

violence,” he said, and pointed to the plight of migrants 

and refugees, and victims of the drug trade, human 

trafficking and other forms of modern slavery. 

He asked for peace throughout the world, especially in the 

“long-suffering” nation of Syria, “whose people are worn 

down by an apparently endless war.”  “This Easter, may 

the light of the risen Christ illumine the consciences of all 

political and military leaders, so that a swift end may be 

brought to the carnage in course, that humanitarian law 

may be respected” in order to facilitate access to aid, and 

to allow displaced persons to return to their homes. 

Pope Francis also prayed for the Holy Land, which in 

recent days has seen an increase in violence, for Yemen 

and for the entire Middle East, “that dialogue and mutual 

respect may prevail over division and violence.”   “If on 

the one hand, in fact, we see the distance that separates us 

from the holiness of Christ, on the other we believe that 

his Blood is ‘shed for the remission of sins.’”        

How American seminarians in Rome celebrate 

Holy Week 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/how-

american-seminarians-in-rome-celebrate-holy-week-49905 

 

Rome, Italy, Mar 30, 2018 / 12:35 pm (CNA/EWTN 

News).- For American seminarians at the Pontifical North 

American college in Rome, Holy Week liturgies take on 

new life and dimension, as the history of ancient traditions 

comes alive through the city’s remembrance of Christ's 

Passion and death. 

The seminarians alternate each year between having Holy 

Week liturgical celebrations “in house,” or having the 

week free to celebrate wherever they wish. This year is an 

in-house year, meaning all liturgies related to Holy Week, 

beginning with Palm Sunday through the Easter Vigil 

Saturday night, are celebrated in the seminary chapel with 

seminarians, deacons and priests carrying out the key roles 

including serving, singing and chanting the Gospels. 

Justin Gough, a seminarian from the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore in his third year of theology at the NAC, said the 

ambiance of the seminary during the in-house years takes 

on a notably calm dynamic, as the frenzied rush of 

coursework and exams gives way to a slower, more 

prayerful pace focused on the liturgy.  “We're really 

blessed here to have so many resources to be able to pull 

from and to be able to put together really, really nice 

liturgies with all the smells and bells and those sorts of 

things,” he told CNA, adding that the NAC is “a privileged 

place” with few distractions from entering into the 

meaning of the week's events. 

As far as the run-down of the schedule for this week, after 

Palm Sunday Mass March 25, seminarians have largely 

been focused on prayer and preparing for the major 

liturgies.  To kick off the Triduum, seminarians on 

Wednesday went on the historic “church walk” started by 

Saint Philip Neri in the late 16th century. On Wednesday 

of every Holy Week, Neri would set out with his 

companions on foot to visit each of the four major basilicas 

in Rome, as well as the three minor basilicas, stopping at 

each for a time of prayer.  

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/

