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    March 7, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 10 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

Preparing for Lent 

We are sending this newsletter out  

earlier this week so you will be able 

to have some background on Ash  

Wednesday. We have changed the  

look of the newsletter by including  

weekly reflections from Liturgy  

Training Publications, or LTP. Each week there will be a weekly prayer and an 

overview of the Sunday Readings. And on a second page will be some daily 

reflections for the coming week. This week you will have two articles: an overview 

for Ash Wednesday (March 6) and for the First Sunday of Lent (March 10). For 

those who have children in grades 1-8 the individual Lesson Plans will still be 

included in the weekly newsletter. 

Have you signed up for Matthew Kelly’s "Best Lent Ever" ? 

Once again, Dynamic Catholic is offering free daily videos to encourage us on our 

Lenten Journey. You will need to sign up for the program. Here is the link: 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever or Google Dynamic Catholic Best Lent 

Ever 2019.  

Background of this Sunday’s Gospel Reading 

The First Sunday of Lent always relates the story about Jesus going to the desert. 

Mark’s Gospel simply says that Jesus went into the desert and gives no other 

details. However, Matthew and Luke Gospels have the familiar three temptations of 

Jesus. This particular story about the temptations is a good example that besides 

Matthew and Luke having a copy of Mark’s Gospel, both these scripture writers 

shared another source, often referred to as the “Q” Source (The word “Source” in 

German is quell.) This “Q” Source also gives us Matthew and Luke’s version of the 

Beatitudes, and the Our Father which Mark’s Gospel doesn’t have in his gospel.  

Between now and the weekend liturgies we are asking all of you to read the gospel 

for  the First Sunday of Lent and follow these steps below in preparing for the 

Sunday Mass. 

1. Before attending the weekend Mass read all three readings if you have time, but 

the Gospel reading for sure. 

2. Read the LTP prayer and summary of the coming weekend readings and “Getting 

Ready for the weekend celebration of Mass,” or “Living the Word” before coming 

to the weekend Mass. 

3. After Mass read the reflection and suggestions for  

action on Living the Word and the daily readings from the 

LTP insert 

4. Read the Commentary on the Gospel from Loyola  

Press. 

5. Listen to the weekly radio homily from Bishop Barron. 
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 Clem Schwartz   

This week we begin the  

Season of Lent. Some may 

find the "little black 

books" their choice once  

again this Lent. Others may 

wish to pick up a free copy  

of the magazine,  

The Word Among Us,  

and make its use their primary focus this 

Lent. Use the CRS Lenten Rice Bowl 

and  contribute to Catholic Relief 

Services to help others in need. Of 

course, Dynamic Catholic is offering 

free daily videos for those who sign up 

for that program again this year. 

Choose at least one of these  activities 

and focus your efforts on strengthening 

your  relationship with Jesus. Use the 

new feature in the newsletter from 

Liturgy Training Publishers (LTP) that 

offers an overview of the weekend 

readings and short  reflections for each 

day of the week. You will also have the 

opportunity to attend a new Lenten Bible 

Study on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 

pm to 8:30 pm in the Brophy Center 

beginning on March 13.  

Tom Carpenter will be live-streaming 

one of the programs available from 

formed.org These programs are available 

to all our parishioners who sign up for 

this free subscription service. By Easter 

you can say: “Yes, Lord, with your help 

I am truly a better version of myself.”  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  
 

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Use the Weekly Lesson Plans if you have children in grades 1-8. 

7. Decide what you will do as an individual or a family this week to live the message of the Gospel.  

Mark your calendars for the new Bible Study on Wednesday Evenings.   Beginning next Wednesday, March 13th, there 

will be a Lenten Bible Study in the Brophy Center from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Tom Carpenter will be live-streaming a program 

from form.org for all of us to experience on the big screen. Join others for this option on the Wednesdays of Lent.  

 

Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word    March 10,  2019 

First Sunday in Lent 
Our focus this week is to make ourselves ready for God. 

Read: Deuteronomy 26: 4-20  Romans 10:8-13          Luke 4: 1-13 

Read all three readings if you can, but the Gospel reading should be read before attending Mass. 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

Lord God, 

you invite us to enter into these desert days of Lent. 

Your Son was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and then led into the wilderness, 

where he experienced the emptiness of hunger, 

and faced temptations from the devil. 

When we stumble and find this journey difficult, 

because we are overwhelmed by our needs and desires, 

or seek to find a quick escape from troubles, 

help us to turn to you in our time of want. 

We ask that you draw us closer to you, 

so that we may find nourishment in your Word, 

during these forty days of Lent. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gospel Prepare for Word       (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What temptations keep you from being present to your faith? 

As Lent begins, in what ways might you pray, give alms, and fast these forty days? 

Reflect on the Word                      (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

In order to fast, give alms, and pray through Lent, we must fully engaged ourselves. When we are disciplined, we can set aside 

time to devote to these themes of Lent. In the Gospel we see Jesus step away from his ministry for forty days only to be 

tempted three times by the devil. Hunger for possessions, power and popularity tempt Jesus in the desert. Jesus turns to 

Scripture with each temptation. When temptation rears its ugly head, resisting the urge to give in can cause much anxiety. If 

the temptation is satisfying our hunger for power or popularity it takes much discipline to just say no. Call to mind the words 

from Scripture; “He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you and with their hands they will support you, lest 

you dash your foot against a stone” (Luke 4:10). When we call to mind these powerful words then we know we are not alone. 

The Lord is with us making our journey in life possible. Yes, there will be pain and suffering, but with Jesus at our side we 

will be able to make the journey.  

Act on the Word  

While it is possible to limit pain and live without much agony, most of us cannot avoid it. This week, when you find 

yourself in an impossible situation where you are physically in pain or on the verge of telling someone off because of what 

they said or did to you, pause and ask Jesus to be with you. recall the words form the Gospel according to Luke that remind 

you that you are not alone. Trust that Jesus will calm your nerves, give you the strength to respond with kindness, and resist 

the temptation to turn away from God.  

The Living Word TM 2018-2019 Copyrighted 2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Use with permission. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday in Lent  March 10 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-

sunday-of-lent-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

 

In each of the three Synoptic Gospels, after 

his baptism, Jesus is reported to have spent 

forty days in the desert, fasting and praying. 

In Luke and in Matthew, the devil presents 

three temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts 

Jesus to use his power to appease his hunger, 

he offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the world 

if Jesus will worship him, and he tempts 

Jesus to put God's promise of protection to 

the test. In each case, Jesus resists, citing 

words from Scripture to rebuke the devil's 

temptation. 

Each temptation that Jesus faces offers 

insight into the spirituality we hope to 

develop as we keep the forty days of the 

Season of Lent. We can trust God to provide 

for our material needs. We worship God 

because God alone has dominion over us and 

our world. We can trust God to be faithful to 

his promises. Jesus' rejection of the devil's 

temptations shows that he will not put God to 

the test. Grounding himself on the Word and 

authority of Scripture, Jesus rebukes the devil 

by his confidence in God's protection and 

faithfulness. 

This Gospel highlights for us one of the 

central themes of the Season of Lent. We are 

dependent upon God for all that we have and 

all that we are. Anything that leads us to 

reject this dependency or to distrust its 

sufficiency, is a temptation from the devil. 

Luke ends his report of Jesus' temptation in 

the desert by noting that the devil departs for 

a time. The implication is that the devil will 

return. Jesus knows that he will be tempted 

again in the Garden of Gethsemane. The 

depth of Jesus' trust in God is shown most 

fully when Jesus rejects the temptation to 

turn away from the task God has given to 

him. Jesus' final rebuke of the devil is his 

sacrifice on the Cross. 

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 4:1-13      http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031019.cfm 

Read the Gospels        

In the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

In Luke's Gospel, the story of Jesus' temptation in the desert appears just 

after Jesus' baptism and before Jesus begins his public ministry. We can 

imagine this as a time of transition, a turning point in Jesus' life. Perhaps we 

can liken it to one of the important turning points in our own lives: the 

decision to marry, the birth of a child, the acceptance of a new job, or the 

decision to move to a new home. After the moment of decision, having 

reached the point of no return, we sometimes begin to wonder if we are 

prepared and ready for the task before us. Turning points can be times of 

doubt and insecurity. Jesus' response to the temptations of the devil offers 

an example for responding in faith when our doubts and insecurities tempt 

us to distrust God's sufficiency. Jesus rebukes the devil by quoting 

Scripture. Each citation is an affirmation of trust in God. We learn to trust 

in big things by practicing trust in little things. Our Lenten practices of 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving invite us to trust God in these small ways. 

They remind us that God will suffice for us. They prepare us to trust in God 

in all things, especially in moments of doubt and uncertainty. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

As a family, talk about ways in which trust has been built among members of 

the family. Observe how being trustworthy in small matters enables us to 

trust one another in more important matters. Offer specific examples if 

possible (e.g., children who establish their responsibility in household tasks 

can be granted greater independence and freedom to choose how they 

perform these tasks). Today's Gospel shows us how Jesus trusted God in all 

things. Read aloud today's Gospel, Luke 4:1-13. Discuss how Jesus showed 

his trust in God when he resisted the devil's temptations. Invite family 

members to name times when they have trusted God in matters small or 

large. Write a family prayer together. You might write the prayer so that each 

line begins with a letter in the word “trust.” Pray this prayer together. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/first-sunday-of-lent-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... that Jesus' responses to the  

temptations of the devil teach us how  

we can respond to temptation?  As we  

start our journey through Lent, this  

Sunday's Gospel calls us to adopt the  

same confidence that Jesus had in the  

face of temptation: God's word alone  

will suffice, God's promise of  

protection can be trusted, and God alone is God. 

 
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/021416.cfm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for      March 10, 2019       First Sunday of Lent 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

 Younger children have a sense of right and wrong and are beginning to develop their consciences. Help them see that Jesus is 

our guide to living a holy life and trusting in God. 

Begin with song: Ashes by Tom Conry    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dO5kBOGnYA  

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Jesus loves us and calls us to make good choices. He teaches us how to live happy and holy lives. Sometimes we might 

be tempted to do something that we know is wrong. We show our trust in God when we make a good choice instead. 

Ask:  What choice can the child make to show trust in God? 

• Paul is thinking about keeping a toy that doesn’t belong to him. Is that a good choice? 

• Miguel finds Rachel’s new game and gives it back to her. Is that a good choice? 

• Sarah is tempted to tell a lie so she won’t get in trouble. Is that a good choice? 

• Maria wants to watch TV instead of doing her chores. Is that a good choice? 

• Carlos shares his snack with his little brother. Is that a good choice? 

Say: Let’s hear about a time that Jesus was tempted by the Devil. 

Read aloud today’s Gospel, Luke 4:1–13. Then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StetBTDnnHw  

Say: The Devil tempted Jesus three times.  

Ask: Did Jesus give in to temptation, or did he trust in God? (He trusted in God.) Jesus showed that he loved and trusted God. 

Every time we make a good choice, we show our trust in God too. We can ask Jesus to help us make the right choice. 

Conclude in prayer thanking Jesus for showing us how to trust God and asking him to help us choose to do what we know is 

right. 

Say: When we pray the Lord's Prayer, we ask for God's help to resist temptation in our lives. We say, “Lead us not into 

temptation.”  

Let's pray this prayer together remembering that God gives us everything we really need.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 

 Conclude by listing to this song and singing along with the lyrics: Led by the Spirit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6KRhmCqvq8  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with song: Ashes by Tom Conry https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dO5kBOGnYA 

Older children are learning to distinguish between the things they need and the things they want. We can help them to resist 

negative temptations by teaching them to distinguish between needs and wants. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: It is easy for us to confuse our needs and our wants. Many of the things we need are provided to us so readily that we 

seldom think about these things; we take them for granted. We sometimes wish for more than we need and are easily tempted 

to confuse things we want for things we need.  

Say: On the first Sunday of Lent, we hear about how Jesus was tempted by the devil in the desert. One way to think about the 

temptations described in this Gospel is to describe them as temptations to want more than we need. Let's listen carefully to this 

reading and think about how the devil tempted Jesus and how Jesus responded. 

Ask for one of your children to read aloud this Gospel, Luke 4:1-13. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StetBTDnnHw  

Ask: What were the three things that the devil tempted Jesus to do? What did the devil say that Jesus would show or receive if 

he gave in to each temptation? (turn stone to bread to prove he was the Son of God; worship the devil and so receive power 

and glory; jump off a high place to test God) Did Jesus need to show or receive any of the things the devil proposed? (no) 

Say: Jesus didn't need to prove that he was the Son of God, he didn't need power and glory, and he didn't need to test God. 

Jesus knew that God would give him all he really needed. Jesus wants us to know this, too. During Lent we can practice 
resisting the temptation to think that we need more than we have been given. Our Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dO5kBOGnYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StetBTDnnHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6KRhmCqvq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dO5kBOGnYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StetBTDnnHw


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  

      

 

 

 

 

 

almsgiving help us to correct our perceptions about the things we “need” and the things we “want.” They remind us of our 

dependence on God and they help us to remember that God gives us everything we need. 

Say: When Jesus rebuked the devil he quoted Scripture. Each of these Scripture quotations was about having trust in God. Is 

there a word or phrase that you can use to remind yourself to trust God in all things?  

Conclude in prayer.  

Say: When we pray the Lord's Prayer, we ask for God's help to resist temptation in our lives. We say, “Lead us not into 

temptation.”  

Let's pray this prayer together remembering that God gives us everything we really need.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by listing to this song and singing along with the lryics: Led by the Spirit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6KRhmCqvq8  

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with song: : Ashes by Tom Conry    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dO5kBOGnYA 

In the decisions they make each day, young people show their values and priorities. We can invite them to reflect on what 

values they demonstrate by the choices they make in their lives. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: The choices that we make each day and each week tell us much about our priorities. In particular, how we choose to 

spend our time can tell us a lot about what is important to us. What do your choices tell you about your priorities?  

Say: One of the greatest temptations we face is to be unreflective about the use of our time. This temptation can lead us to 

neglect spending time and energy on important things. Let's think of some examples. (For example, sometimes we are tempted 

to devote more time to watching television than doing our homework or helping with household chores.) 

Say: On the first Sunday of Lent, we hear about how Jesus was tempted by the devil in the desert. In each of the temptations 

described, Jesus was faced with the choice of spending his time and energy on activities that would lead him away from God.  

Have one of your children read aloud this Gospel, Luke 4:1-13. 

Ask: What were the three things that the devil tempted Jesus to do? (turn stone to bread to prove he was the Son of God; 

worship the devil to receive power and glory; jump off a high place to test God) What did Jesus show was of greatest 

importance to him in the choices that he made? (Jesus chose to trust God and to reflect this value in each of his choices.) 

Say: During Lent we can think more carefully about how we spend our time. We might choose to spend more time and energy 

on activities that lead us to God. Jesus' response to the devil's temptations reminds us that God is to take priority in our lives. 

Our Lenten practices prepare us to choose God above everything else in our lives. 

Conclude in prayer.  

Say: When we pray the Lord's Prayer, we ask for God's help to resist temptation in our lives. We say, “Lead us not into 

temptation.”  

Let's pray this prayer together remembering that God gives us everything we really need.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by listing to this song and singing along with the lryics: Led by the Spirit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6KRhmCqvq8  

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily 

Lent is a time of paring down — a time spent in the desert, if you will — as exemplified by  Jesus' 40  

days of fasting in these arid, barren lands. He was tempted three times by Satan, and rejected each  

attempt, giving glory to God at every turn. This is the lesson for us, that we make  God the center of  

our lives and not test him. We are here to do his will, which is clarified through our own Lenten  

sacrifices.  

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/three-questions-from-the-desert/992/  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6KRhmCqvq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dO5kBOGnYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6KRhmCqvq8
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/three-questions-from-the-desert/992/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 March 6th Ash Wednesday 

 * 7:00 pm Mass this evening (with ashes) in the church 

  

 March 7th  Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

  

 March 8th  Friday 

 * 8:30 to 9:30 Mass in the church 

* 4:30 to 7:00 pm  Lenten Fish Fry in the Brophy Center 

 * 7:00 to 8:00 pm Stations of the Cross 

  

 March 9th   Saturday                                                                                                                       
 * 2:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

  

 March 10th   Sunday 

 * 9:00 to 1:00 pm K of C Breakfast Buffet - Brophy Ctr. 

 * During the 10:30 am Mass the Lord’s Lambs and Children's 

Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)  

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ 

Sunday Services - Gym/Family Center 

 * 5:30 Sunday classes for public school students in grades 1-8 

  

 March 11th Monday                                                                                                

* No school for ASA students 

* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

* 6:30 pm Living Your Strengths in the Brophy Center 

* 7:30 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Center 

       

March 12th  Tuesday 
* 8:30 am Mass in the church 

* 7:00 p. m. 8th Grade Confirmation at St. Andrew's Cathedral      

* 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

 

March 13th  Wednesday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the church 

 * 9:00 am Senior Men’s Club in the Thaddeus Center 

 * 9:30 to 11:00 am Unemployment Support Group in the 

Brophy Center 

 * 6:00 to 9:00 pm Choristers & Adult Choir  in the Church 

Lower Level 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center 

 * 6:30 to 8:00 pm Welcome Committee Meeting -Millennium 

Conference Room 

 * Bible Study 7:00 to 8:30 pm in the Brophy Center 

 March 14th Thursday  

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

 March  15th Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the church 

* 4:30 to 7:00 pm Lenten Fish Fry in the Brophy Center 

* 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross in the church 

 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order this book, click on the link:   https://dynamiccatholic.com/rediscover-lent-hardcover 

hardcover  

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/values-inc-hardcover
https://dynamiccatholic.com/values-inc-hardcover
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When correcting others, remember one's own 

faults, Pope Francis says 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/when-

correcting-others-remember-ones-own-faults-pope-says-

66718  

 

Vatican City, Mar 3, 2019 / 06:37 am (CNA).- To be effective 

teachers of the faith, Catholics must be cognizant of their own 

sins and shortcomings when giving correction and guide to 

others, Pope Francis said Sunday. 

“So many times, we all know, it is easier or more convenient to 

discern and condemn the defects and sins of others, without 

being able to see our own with just as much clarity,” the pope 

said before the Angelus March 3. 

People want to hide their own defects and even themselves, he 

said. “The temptation is to be indulgent with one's self … and 

hard with others.” 

This teaching is illustrated in Scripture, Francis said, when 

Jesus says: “How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me 

remove that splinter in your eye,’ when you do not even notice 

the wooden beam in your own eye?’” 

He explained that it is good to give counsel to a neighbor, but 

to do so while imagining one’s self to be faultless is wrong. 

“If I believe I do not have [defects], I cannot condemn or 

correct others,” the pope said. “We all have flaws: everyone.” 

To correct others with credibility, and “with humility, 

witnessing to charity,” requires looking inside one’s self and 

acknowledging personal sin and failure. 

The line about the splinter and the beam, and others from the 

day’s Gospel, are short parables Jesus tells in order to teach his 

followers “not to be presumptuous and hypocritical,” Pope 

Francis said. 

Further illustrating the point, Jesus asks his disciples: “Can a 

blind person guide a blind person?” 

The pope explained that “Jesus wants to point out to his 

disciples the way to go in order to live wisely. He wants to 

underline that a guide cannot be blind, but must see well, that 

is, he must possess wisdom, to guide wisely, otherwise he risks 

causing damage to people who rely on him.” 

President Trump joins pro-life activists to 

address CPAC 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/trump-joins-

pro-life-activists-to-address-cpac-62243 
 

 

Washington D.C., Mar 2, 2019 / 04:30 pm (CNA).- 

President Donald Trump has accused Democratic 

politicians of pursuing a “extreme” abortion agenda that 

would lead to the “execution” of newly born children. 

The president joined prominent pro-life activists 

Saturday to address the annual Conservative Political 

Action Conference in National Harbor, Maryland. 

 In a nearly two-hour long speech, Trump accused the 

Democratic party of taking a “radical” position on life 

issues. 

 "Democrats are embracing open borders, socialism, and 

extreme late-term abortion,” said Trump, to a chorus of 

boos from the reported crowd of more than 9,000. 

Referencing the recent failure by the Senate to pass the 

Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, Trump 

said the pro-abortion agenda had become “extreme.” 

Trump also pointed to recent comments by Virginia 

Governor Ralph Northam, and the passage of the New 

York Reproductive Health Act as evidence that there 

was not little to distinguish pro-abortion support from 

infanticide. 

 “Weeks ago, lawmakers in New York cheered as they 

passed legislation to allow babies to be ripped from the 

womb of their mothers,” the president said in his speech 

Saturday. 

 “They will execute the baby outside the womb,” said the 

president. “They will execute the baby after birth. This is 

a radical agenda by the Democrats." 

Trump’s comments came amid a day in which several 

pro-life activists and leaders addressed CPAC. Earlier 

Saturday morning, conference attendees had heard from 

Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood clinic director 

who now works as a pro-life activist. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/when-correcting-others-remember-ones-own-faults-pope-says-66718
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/when-correcting-others-remember-ones-own-faults-pope-says-66718
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https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/trump-joins-pro-life-activists-to-address-cpac-62243
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 Join the Young at Heart for a series of NEW classes...  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

 week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  non- 

 parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click in this Link: https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes


  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

          SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                  for 

                    March, 2019 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  March 7,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm        TONITE  
With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, offered in collaboration with other local parishes, is designed to help you come to a 

deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in your life and in the life of the Church. Life as an adult requires an 

adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-sharing, small-group discussion, 

reflection and prayer.  

 Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the 

Catholic Church. 

 When is Confirmation for Adults celebrated? Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 for those who wish to 

be confirmed at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. 

Holy Brew for Adults in their 20s and 30s: Friendship & Faith  (March) 

Thursday,  March 7,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm    TONITE - Meet  at the 7 Monks Taproom  (740 Michigan St NE)   
With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP    

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Tonight,  we’ll gather over a pint and meal to talk about friendship. As young adults in our very-connected world, what 

exactly does it mean to be a friend? What does our Catholic faith teach us about friendship and how can scripture help us 

strengthen our faith.  

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

Catholic Inquiry Class - Evening Session 

Tuesday,  March 12   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This eleven-week program is designed for those who wish to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life and for 

Catholics who wish to update or renew their understanding of Catholic Teaching.  Specific topics are presented at each 

meeting and participants are encouraged to present questions for discussion. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  March 14,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, offered in collaboration with other local parishes, is designed to help you come to a 

deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in your life and in the life of the Church. Life as an adult requires an 

adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-sharing, small-group discussion, 

reflection and prayer.  

 Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the 

Catholic Church. 

When is Confirmation for Adults celebrated? Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 for those who wish to be 

confirmed at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew.  
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