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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

Preparing for Lent 

The small group meetings on the  

Sunday Gospels on Thursday  

mornings and evenings will be set  

aside for a Sunday Morning Lenten  

program.  No more group meetings  

on Thursday. Details on the Lenten  

program will be in the bulletin and    

in next week’s newsletter. Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday - March 6 .  

However, we will still continue background on the Sunday Gospel each week in the 

newsletter for those individuals who wish to prepare for Mass prior to coming and 

follow up with a weekly practice in the home.  

Have you signed up for Matthew Kelly’s "Best Lent Ever" ? 

Once again, Dynamic Catholic is offering free daily videos to encourage us on our 

Lenten Journey. You will need to sign up for the program. Here is the link: 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever or Google Dynamic Catholic Best Lent 

Ever 2019.  

Background of this Sunday’s Gospel Reading 

It is unusual that Luke’s Gospel Chapter 6 is read. We don't often hear Luke’s 

Beatitudes read as we have had as well as his version of “loving our enemies” and 

“not judging others.” By this time the season of Lent has begun and these readings 

for the Sixth, Seventh, and Eight Sundays of Ordinary Time are not read. With the 

late Easter this year April 21st, we have readings from Luke which are rarely heard.  

During Lent this year, we will read mostly from the Gospel of Luke. This is very 

unusual. After the First Sunday of Lent, quite often we read from the Gospel of 

John. In Cycle C  the only week the Gospel of John is read is the Fifth Sunday of 

Lent, the story of adulterous women. During the Easter Season the Gospel of John 

replaces the Gospel of Luke. The Gospel of Luke appears for the Ascension 

(Thursday) celebration and on June 23rd for the Feast Day of Corpus Christi (The 

Body of Christ.) 

“Those who are in a position to help others will realize that in doing so they 

themselves receive help; being able to help others is no merit or achievement of 

their own. This duty is a grace. The more we do for others, the more we understand 

and can appreciate the words of Christ: ‘We are useless  

servants’ (Luke 17:10). We recognize that we are not  

acting on the basic of any superiority or greater personal  

efficiency, but because the Lord has graciously enables  

us to do so.” (Deus caritas est, 35)  

Between now and the weekend liturgies we are asking all  

of you to read the gospel for the Eighth  Sunday in  

Ordinary Time: Luke 6: 39-45 and follow the steps  

below in preparing for the weekend Masses. 
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 Clem Schwartz   

Once again, we needed to 

cancel the Confirmation  

Retreat at Aquinas College  

for our eighth graders and 

 the Sunday evening classes 

for the children in public  

school. By now you know 

that you can find any  

cancellations on TV channels 8 and 13.  

Our newly designed e-mail backup 

system was also used last Sunday to 

communicate with the families in the 

Sunday evening program. As soon as we 

can, Confirmation parents will be 

informed by letter and email when and if 

we will be able to have the Confirmation 

Retreat rescheduled.  

The Sunday Gospel group meetings have 

been cancelled on Thursday. Presently, 

we are working on a special Lenten 

program we can offer for Lent to  help 

you with your Lenten journey, Copies of 

a magazine, The Word Among Us will 

be in the vestibule of the Church along 

with the yearly black books for Lent.  

The magazine comes free of charge from 

the publisher hoping you will consider 

ordering an annual subscription.  

Don't forget to sign up for Matthew 

Kelly’s "Best Lent Ever" free daily 

emails. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 

March 6 

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  

 

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Before attending the weekend Masses  read all three readings if you have time, but the Gospel reading for sure. 

2. Read “Getting Ready for the weekend celebration of Mass,” or “Living the Word” before coming to the weekend Mass. 

3. After Mass read the reflection and suggestions for action on Living the Word (page 2). 

4. Read the Commentary on the Gospel from Loyola Press.(page 3). 

5. Listen to the weekly radio homily from Bishop Barron (page 4).  

6. Use the home lesson plans for those grade levels , if you have children in grades 1-8. 

7. Decide what you will do as an individual or a family this week to live the message of the Gospel.  

Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word    March 3, 2019 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Our focus this week is to help others instead of judging them; our goodness is known by our actions. 

Read: Sirach 27:4-7      1 Corinthians 15: 54-58            Luke 6: 39-45 

Read all three readings if you can, but the Gospel reading should be read before attending Mass. 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

Lord Jesus, who is our master and teacher, lead us with your sure hand to your kingdom; remove the impediments to our 

sight, that we may see clearly the path of righteousness. Teach us patience and humility, that we may examine our own heart 

as you would, with compassion, tenderness, and honesty. You live and reign forever and ever. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word        (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What is your “beam” that limits your connection with others? 

Are you too consumed by technology? How might you address this? 

Reflect on the Word              (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Most scholars provide digital media training for kids and teens these days. With technology in the hands of kids at younger 

and younger ages, it is super important to know how to navigate these very useful, powerful yet additive tools. Pretty soon 

social media posts have been made that cannot be undone. As one grows older, so does the responsibility that comes with 

knowing how powerful words can be, and the more today’s Gospel shines light on our inclination to judge others. Luke 

reminds us through Jesus’ words, “Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden 

beam in your own?” (Luke 6:41). Judgment paralyzes us from being tolerant or forgiving of another person’ differences 

from us. We would do well to notice the wooden beam in our own worldview before we point out others’ faults.  

Act on the Word  

Schedule a day to do a “Tech Time Out” this week. Put away the phone or other media devised for twenty-four hours. Do 

not allow yourself to look at others’ devices either. While you are tuned out from social media, reflect on your impulse and 

desire to connect with the world through technology. Instead g o for a walk with a loved one. Invite someone to play an 

actual board game. Read a book. If you are someone who constantly uses a device, this could be challenging for you. When 

we take a step back to reflect on our use (and sometimes our abuse) of technology, we might see clearly how our desire to 

impulsively be engaged in our social media impacts our perception of the world.  

The Living Word TM 2018-2019 Copyrighted 2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Use with permission. 

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily 

The most troubling and challenging of Jesus' teaching is the command to love our enemies. In this homily,  

I explore four good reasons why it is so important to engage in this most difficult act of love. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/four-reasons-to-love-your-enemies/616/   

NOTE: You may want to go to https://www.wordonfire.org/ for today’s homily on this Sunday’s Gospel.  

It is unusual for us to celebrate the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time before Lent, there wasn’t a copy of that 

Gospel reading in the Word on Fire archives for Cycle C.   
 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/four-reasons-to-love-your-enemies/616/
https://www.wordonfire.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

March 3 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/eighth-

sunday-of-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

The third and final section of Luke’s Sermon 

on the Plain begins: And he told them a 

parable. There are actually four parables, three 

of which we read today. They are all about how 

to be a good disciple.  

The blind cannot lead the blind. And a disciple 

cannot be a good disciple unless he or she has 

learned from the teacher. Everyone who is fully 

trained is like the teacher who knows how to 

cure the blind. Before you can be a good 

disciple and teach others you must take care of 

yourself. Do not try to take a speck out of your 

brother’s eye until you have taken the board out 

of your own.  

Finally, only when you have purified yourself 

can you produce the good works that the 

teacher requires. Discipleship asks us to 

produce good deeds. But to produce them 

requires the integrity and purity of heart found 

in the teacher. When people see your good 

deeds they will know that this is because you 

have a good heart.  

Ash Wednesday - March 6 

On March 6, we celebrate Ash Wednesday, the 

first day of the liturgical season of Lent. In this 

season, we prepare ourselves to celebrate the 

high point of our Christian life, Easter. Each 

year, the readings for Ash Wednesday are the 

same. They call us to a change of heart and 

teach us about the traditional Lenten practices 

of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. These 

disciplines are to be part of the Christian life 

during every season, but during the season of 

Lent, we renew our commitment to them. 

The meaning behind tracing a cross on our 

foreheads with ashes (the liturgical sign of Ash 

Wednesday) is a summary of our Christian life. 

On one level, the ashes remind us of our origin 

and our death. (In the words of the prayer said 

when we receive ashes: “Remember that you 

are dust and to dust you shall return.”) The 

ashes are also the sign of our victory: the cross 

of Christ. In his death and resurrection, Christ 

conquered death. Our destiny as Christians is to 

receive the victory over death that Christ won 

for us. We acknowledge that victory when we 

“[t]urn away from sin and [are] faithful to the 

gospel,” words from the alternative prayer 

when we are signed with ashes. 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 6:39–45    Ash Wednesday - Matthew 6:1-6,16-18    

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/030319.cfm 

Read the Gospels  Luke 6:39–45   Ash Wednesday - Matthew 6:1-6,16-18     

Each tree is known by its yield. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

The season of Lent presents families with an opportunity to examine our 

family life and to re-commit ourselves to the Christian practices of 

almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. Each of us is invited to do these things 

as individuals, but we can also do one or more actions as a family. Ash 

Wednesday is a good time for families to pray together and to plan the 

family’s Lenten practices. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Gather as a family and read today’s Gospel, Matthew 6:1-6,16-18. 

Remind yourselves that Jesus expected that his disciples would give alms, 

pray, and fast and that he gave instructions that when we do those things, 

they should not be done for show. Determine one way that your family 

will give alms during Lent to share what you have with people in need. 

Decide upon one way that your family will pray together during Lent and 

choose one thing that your family will give up during Lent as a reminder 

of your love for God. Agree to encourage one another in whatever Lenten 

promises each has made individually. Pray together that God will bless 

your family’s Lenten promises by praying together today’s psalm, Psalm 

51, and/or praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/eighth-sunday-of-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... that Jesus instructs us to build our 

faith on a solid foundation of rock  

and not on sand. This is the only  

way to face the difficulties a disciple 

will encounter and survive. 

 

Examination of Conscience... 

Am I prepared to enter into the season 

of Lent looking forward to Easter? 

Will I enter into Lent with a change of 

heart that includes prayer, fasting, and  

almsgiving? 

 

Am I ready to renew my commitment 

to the Christian Life? 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/6
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/030117.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/6
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/030117.cfm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for      March 3, 2019       Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

 Begin with song:  Here I am  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=legbWzz_oFc  

Help younger children understand that Christian love is love in action. Jesus teaches us we are his disciples when we do good 
deeds. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: How do we know if a piece of fruit is a good or rotten?  (It’s good. It’s shiny and doesn’t have bruises.)  

Say: In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus tells three parables to teach us about being his disciples, or followers. One parable is 
called A Tree Known by Its Fruit. We are Jesus’ disciples. Let’s listen carefully to what he has to tell us. 

Read today’s Gospel, Luke 6:39–45. Click on this video clip which will cover Luke’s Chapter 6 which we have been 

reading these past several weeks.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpBJtKw7xQY  

Say: Jesus says, “Every tree is known by its own fruit.” We know an apple tree is good and strong because the apple is shiny. 

In the same way, people are known by their deeds. When we do good deeds, we show others that we have the good, loving 
heart of a disciple. Being a disciple of Jesus means that we show our love for God in what we say and do.  

Ask: What will you do and say today to show others that you have the heart of a disciple? (Accept all reasonable answers. 

Encourage children to be specific.) 

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer.  

Conclude by singing alone with  Blessed Are They https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwSkmzw8dY8  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with song: Here I am  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=legbWzz_oFc  

Modeling good behavior is one appropriate way for children to participate in the mission of leading others to Jesus. Support 

children in understanding that Jesus teaches us to focus on our own behavior rather than focusing our attention on judging 
others. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Have your children point their finger. Point your finger straight ahead and then turn your hand to the right to reveal the three 
fingers against your palm.  

Invite your children to do the same.  

Say: There is a saying that when we point our finger at others, we have three fingers pointing back at ourselves. We don’t 
notice the three fingers because they’re hidden. The saying warns us about making judgments about others.  

Ask: What do you think it means? (When we judge others, we are not noticing the behaviors we need to work on ourselves.) 

Say: In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us how to be a good disciple. Listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud today’s Gospel, Luke 6:27–38. Click on this video clip which will cover Luke’s 

Chapter 6 which we have been reading these past several weeks.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpBJtKw7xQY  

Ask: What does Jesus say we should do before we remove the splinter in our brother’s eye? (Remove the wooden beam from 
our eye.)  

Say: A wooden beam is much bigger than a splinter. Just like the saying about pointing our finger, Jesus is calling attention to 

the fact that if we focus our attention on other’s faults, we do not notice our own. He calls us to examine our conscience and 
act as he would have us act rather than focusing on what others are doing. 

Say: We are good disciples when we model Christian love and make good, moral choices. When we see someone do 

something that we think is wrong, we do not have to participate. We can be a positive influence by showing a different way to 
act.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=legbWzz_oFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpBJtKw7xQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwSkmzw8dY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=legbWzz_oFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpBJtKw7xQY


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  

      

 

 

 

 

 

Ask: Can you think of some examples? (Accept all reasonable answers, such as “If we see someone excluding another child, 
we can include the child and be kind to him or her 

Conclude in prayer by praying together the Prayer of St. Francis. 

Conclude by singing alone with  Blessed Are They https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwSkmzw8dY8  

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with song: Begin with song: Here I am  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=legbWzz_oFc  

Adolescents understand that we answer our call to discipleship by helping others and leading them to a life with Christ. Jesus 

teaches us that mature discipleship involves learning, self-reflection, and acting with integrity. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: If you wanted help learning something new, what qualities would you look for in a teacher? (Accept all reasonable 
responses, such as well-qualified, learned, patient.) 

Say: Our mission as Jesus disciples is to help others and lead them to Jesus. In order to do this, Jesus says that we must 

prepare, just as a teacher must prepare by learning a subject before he or she can teach it well. In the three parables in 

today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us how to be a good disciple. He talks about what is required for us to be able to help others and 
teach them about God. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud today’s Gospel, Luke 6:27-38. Click on this video clip which will cover Luke’s 
Chapter 6 which we have been reading these past several weeks.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpBJtKw7xQY  

Ask: When does Jesus say a disciple will be like his teacher? (when the disciple is fully trained; when the disciple has learned 

from the teacher, Jesus) What is Jesus telling us in this parable? (We cannot teach others about Jesus unless we are first 
willing to learn what he must teach us.) 

Ask: What does the parable about the splinter in your brother’s eye teach us? (to pay attention to our own poor choices rather 
than focus all our attention on someone else’s; that we cannot help others when we are blind to our own faults) 

Say: Jesus teaches us that as his disciples, we do good deeds and help others. In order to do good deeds and be of service to 

others, we must have integrity and a good heart. We are the “blind leading the blind” if we try to help or influence others 

when we don’t understand Jesus’ teachings or when we aren’t willing to examine our conscience and change our own 

behavior. For example, if you notice your group of friends gossips a lot, you should first reflect on your participation in this 

negative behavior. Judging them or allowing it to continue will not bring about change. We can influence our friends in a 

positive way by first focusing on our own behavior and setting a good example by making good choices. Invite your children to 
share other examples. 

Conclude in prayer by praying together the Prayer of St. Francis. 

Conclude by singing alone with  Blessed Are They https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwSkmzw8dY8  

 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwSkmzw8dY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=legbWzz_oFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpBJtKw7xQY
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwSkmzw8dY8


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 February 28th  Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

 * No Bible Study on Sunday’s Gospel in the morning or in the 

evening this week 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

  

 March 1st  Friday 

 * No Mass 

* 5:30 to 7:00 pm FREE Soup Supper - Brophy Center 

FREE Soup Supper in the Brophy Center - Friday March 1 

Your choice of four different delicious home-made soups 

plus salad, rolls and butter and a beverage...all FREE !! 

Serving from 5:30 to 7:00 pm in the Brophy Center. 

 March 2nd  Saturday                                                                                                                       
 * 2:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

 * Ship of Hope Collection at all Masses this weekend 

  

 March 3rd  Sunday 

 * Ship of Hope Collection at all Masses this weekend * During 

the 10:30 am Mass the Lord’s Lambs and Children’s Liturgy of 

the Word 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ 

Sunday Services in the ASA Gym/Family Center 

 * St. Jude’s Volunteers at God’s Kitchen 

 * 5:30 Sunday evening classes for public school students in 

grades 1-7.  

  

 March 4th Monday                                                                                                

* 8:30 am Communion Service in chapel 

* 6:30 pm Living Your Strengths in the Brophy Center 

 * 7:30 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Center 

      

March 5th  Tuesday 
* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

* 7:00 p. m. 8th Grade Confirmation at the Cathedral      

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Room 

* 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

March 6th  Ash Wednesday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in chapel  

 * 9:00 am Senior Men’s Club in the Thaddeus Center 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center 

      

 March 7th Thursday  

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

 * No Gospel Study in the morning or in the evening this week 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

 March  8th Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

* 4:30 to 7:00 pm Lenten Fish Fry in the Brophy Center 

*  7:00 pm Stations of the Cross in the church 

 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order this book, click on the link:  https://dynamiccatholic.com/values-inc-hardcover  

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/values-inc-hardcover
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Pope Francis: Church will focus on 8 points in 

'all-out battle' against abuse 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

church-will-focus-on-8-points-in-all-out-battle-against-

abuse-91237   

 

Vatican City, Feb 24, 2019 / 04:46 am (CNA).- Pope Francis 

Sunday outlined eight points that the Church will focus on in an 

“all-out battle” against the sexual abuse of minors to, he said, 

“turn this evil into an opportunity for purification.” 

“We need to recognize with humility and courage that we stand 

face to face with the mystery of evil, which strikes most 

violently against the most vulnerable, for they are an image of 

Jesus,” Pope Francis said Feb. 24 following the Vatican 

summit’s closing Mass in the Sala Regia. 

“For this reason, the Church has now become increasingly 

aware of the need not only to curb the gravest cases of abuse by 

disciplinary measures and civil and canonical processes, but 

also to decisively confront the phenomenon both inside and 

outside the Church,” he continued. 

The pope’s closing address for the Vatican sex abuse summit 

Feb. 21 - 24 was filled with statistics on the overall 

phenomenon of all child sexual abuse worldwide, most of 

which occurs within the context of the family, Francis pointed 

out. However, these statistics can only provide explanation of 

the phenomenon, but not the meaning behind the acts, the pope 

said. 

The meaning behind child sex abuse comes from “the present-

day manifestation of the spirit of evil,” he said, later adding that 

consecrated persons who commit such crimes become “tools of 

Satan.” 

“Today we find ourselves before a manifestation of brazen, 

aggressive and destructive evil,” he said. “We need to take up 

the spiritual means that the Lord himself teaches us: 

humiliation, self-accusation, prayer and penance. This is the 

only way to overcome the spirit of evil. It is how Jesus himself 

overcame it.”  

Pope Francis reflected on the Gospel’s emphasis on mercy and 

loving one’s enemy. He stressed that “if our hearts are open to 

mercy … we proclaim before the world that it is possible to 
overcome evil with good.” 

After AG report, Michigan dioceses clarify 

cooperation in reporting abuse 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-ag-

report-michigan-dioceses-clarify-cooperation-in-reporting-

abuse-74968 

 

Lansing, Mich., Feb 23, 2019 / 04:37 am (CNA).- Catholic 

dioceses in the state of Michigan are reaffirming their 

commitment to reporting sex abuse, while asking for 

clarifications about recent claims made by state Attorney 

General Dana Nessel. 

Nessel claimed in a recent update that dioceses are “self-

policing,” using non-disclosure agreements and “failing to 

deliver” on their promises to cooperate with law 

enforcement authorities. 

In response, the Archdiocese of Detroit said the update 

made “broad generalizations” that call for clarity. 

“The Archdiocese of Detroit does not self-police,” the 

archdiocese said Feb. 21. “We encourage all victims to 

report abuse directly to law enforcement.” 

“Clergy with credible accusations against them do not 

belong in ministry,” it continued. “Since the attorney 

general’s investigation began, the Archdiocese of Detroit 

has not received notification from that office regarding 

credible accusations against any of our priests. Should we 

become aware of such a complaint, we will act 

immediately.” 

“Since 2002, the Archdiocese of Detroit has not entered 

into any non-disclosure agreements, unless specifically 

requested by a survivor of abuse, as required by the 

Catholic Church in the United States. In addition, the 

archdiocese does not enforce any non-disclosure 

agreements signed prior to 2002. We encourage all abuse 
survivors to share their stories.” 

Other dioceses made similar points, and some said they had 

not yet been asked to stop internal investigations.  

At a Feb. 21 press conference, Nessel gave an update about 

the Catholic clerical sex abuse investigations in Michigan 

begun in August 2018 under her predecessor, Bill Schuette. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-church-will-focus-on-8-points-in-all-out-battle-against-abuse-91237
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-church-will-focus-on-8-points-in-all-out-battle-against-abuse-91237
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-church-will-focus-on-8-points-in-all-out-battle-against-abuse-91237
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-ag-report-michigan-dioceses-clarify-cooperation-in-reporting-abuse-74968
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-ag-report-michigan-dioceses-clarify-cooperation-in-reporting-abuse-74968
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-ag-report-michigan-dioceses-clarify-cooperation-in-reporting-abuse-74968
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Join the Young at Heart for a series of NEW classes...  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

 week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  non- 

 parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click in this Link: https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes


  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

          SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                  for 

              February/March, 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

 

Movies That Matter 

Thursday,  February 28, 2019    2:00 pm -  5:00 pm           $15 includes Dinner   

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join us for dinner, a movie and discussion as we view important movies through “a lens of faith” and find surprising 

insights on the spiritual dimension of each film.  Movies are often today’s parables and we will discuss inspirational films 

that illustrate how great faith can transform our own life and the lives of those around us.    $15 includes Dinner    

Couple to Couple League (CCL) Natural Family Planning – Main Class Series 

Monday, March 4, 2019   6:30 pm -  8:30 pm 

Hosted by the Couple to Couple League (CCL) 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

$135 per couple   Financial assistance available – contact Julie Cook at  Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com 

Advance Registration Required.  Register at http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841 

The Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a Fertility Awareness-Based Method for tracking 

fertility. Engaged & married couples are invited to learn this 99% effective, 100% natural alternative to birth control that is 

church-approved. Single women are also encouraged to register and gain insight into their cycles and overall health. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  March 7,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, offered in collaboration with other local parishes, is designed to help you come to a 

deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in your life and in the life of the Church. Life as an adult requires an 

adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-sharing, small-group discussion, 

reflection and prayer.  

 Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the 

Catholic Church. 

 When is Confirmation for Adults celebrated? Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 for those who wish to 

be confirmed at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  March 14,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, offered in collaboration with other local parishes, is designed to help you come to a 

deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in your life and in the life of the Church. Life as an adult requires an 

adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-sharing, small-group discussion, 

reflection and prayer.  

 Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the 

Catholic Church. 

 When is Confirmation for Adults celebrated? Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 for those who wish to 

be confirmed at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. 

  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
mailto:Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com
http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267

