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From the Director of Faith Formation 

    February 21, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 8 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

   Thursday....Gospel Reading  

 Study Group 8:30 am & 7:00 pm 

          Everyone is Invited    

The weather has prevented us from meeting on  

Thursday evenings. Please note if driving becomes  

difficult, check out the TV stations 4, 8, and 13  

for cancellations or delays.  

Today’s Gospel has one of Jesus’ most famous teachings: love your enemies. The 

Gospel doesn’t stop there, but offers specific suggestions on how to do so: stop 

judging, be generous, forgive and give. The idea is that we act with love and mercy 

toward others because that is how God acts toward us. Our response and actions 

shouldn’t be dependent upon how others threat us.  

Jesus acts us not to judge. We can only see parts of the person, but God can see into 

their soul. “How much harm words do when they are motivated  by feelings of 

jealousy and envy! To speak ill of others puts them in a bad light, undermines their 

reputation and leaves them prey to the whims of gossip.” When we stop judging 

others, we learn how to “accept the good in every person” and to avoid causing him 

or her more pain by presuming that we know them as well as God does.” But this is 

still not sufficient to express mercy. Jesus asks us also to “forgive and to give.” 

(Misericordiae vultus, 14) 

Between now and the weekend liturgies we are asking all of you to read the gospel 

for Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 6: 27-38 and follow these steps below 

in preparing for the Sunday Mass. 

1. Before attending the weekend Mass read all three readings if you have time, but 

the Gospel reading for sure (See page 2).  

2. Read “Getting Ready for the weekend celebration of Mass,” or “Living the 

Word” before coming to the weekend Mass. 

3. After Mass read the reflection and suggestions for action on Living the Word 

(page 2). 

4. Read the Commentary on the Gospel from Loyola Press.(page 3). 

5. Listen to the weekly radio homily from Bishop Barron (page 4).  

6. If you have children in grades 1-8, use the home lesson plans for those grade 

levels 

7. Decide what you will do as an individual or a family this week to live the 

message of the Gospel.  

Confirmation Retreat Re-scheduled for February 24
 
 

We did everything we could to inform everyone of the  

cancelation of the Confirmation Retreat at Aquinas  

College last Sunday, February 10. We discovered that  

because of the power outage at St. Jude Parish on Friday,  

February 8, there was no way we could access the email  
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 Clem Schwartz   

The Confirmation Retreat 

experience has been  

re-scheduled for  

this Sunday, February 24 

from 1:00 pm to 7:30 pm at  

Aquinas College. A group  

of Aquinas College  

students has planned several retreat 

experiences throughout the year and we 

were able to request one of those dates.   

Use the Woodward Lane entrance off 

Fulton to get to the John H. Donnelly 

Conference Center. 

Moreover, we decided to shorten the 

Retreat day by eliminating the Mass for 

the Confirmation candidates.  Instead, 

Confirmation Candidates attending the 

retreat from St. Jude Church should plan 

to attend one of the weekend Masses 

here at St. Jude instead of the Mass that 

was originally scheduled to take place at 

Aquinas College during the retreat.  

For parents with younger children in the 

Sunday evening classes, they can pick up 

their younger children in the lower 

grades at 7:00 pm at St. Jude as usual.   

Then they may proceed directly to pick 

up their eighth graders at Aquinas 

College at 7:30 pm when the retreat lets 

out if this is how they planned to get 

their eighth graders home from the 

retreat experience. 

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  

 

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

addresses on Mary Ellen’s computer. On another computer, we had a backup of all the families who attend the Sunday 

evening classes and we sent an e-mail to all those who were presently registered concerning the cancellation of both the 

Confirmation Retreat and Sunday night classes. Once again, we placed the cancellations on TV stations 4, 8, and 13. We also 

announced the cancellations on the St. Jude Facebook page. Unfortunately, not everyone got the message. This is the first (and 

we hope only) time a power outage prevents us from communicating with our families preparing for Confirmation. Last 

Monday we obtained a copy of emails and phone numbers from Mary Ellen of the ASA families who are candidates so that 

we will be able to let all candidates know if and when another cancellation becomes necessary. We hope to have the situation 

corrected if we experience a prolonged power outage.  

Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word    February 24, 2019 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Our focus this week is to love your enemies through intentional empathy. 

Read:  1 Samuel 26: 2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23    1 Corinthians 15: 45-49          Luke 6: 27-38 

Read all three readings if you can, but the Gospel reading should be read before attending Mass. 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

God of live, stretch our hearts to that the power of your merciful love is evident by how we choose to live our lives. Through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word        (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

How do you feel about today’s gospel? Reflect on how this teaching impacts you? 

Would you consider speaking up against the death penalty? Why or why not? 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

The new order is revealed in today’s Gospel and wow is it a newsflash for the early Christians! “Love your enemies and to 

do to them and lend expecting nothing back; then your reward will be great” (Luke 6:35). This statement challenges societal 

norms in a way that seems impossible. How can you forgive those who harm you or your family? Casting judgment is a 

common occurrence. If we spent time mediating on this sentence we could save a lot of wasted time worrying over what we 

cannot control. Brooding over others’ shameful acts does not bring mercy to the world. However, prayer and compassionate 

actions can create ripple effects through family, community, city, nation, and world. In times of great strife, look to your 

faith leaders, particularly your bishops and pope for words of encouragement to “Do to others as you would have them do to 

you” (Luke 6; 31).  

Act on the Word  

Upholding the life and dignity of the human person, a central theme of Catholic social teaching, can be challenging. Today, 

consider the death penalty. If Jesus is asking us to love our enemies  then how do you do this in a situation where a loved 

one has been brutally taken from our world? There are many spiritual guides in our Church that help us understand this 

teaching and challenge us to look beyond the crime. S. Helen Prejean, a tireless advocate for abolishing the death penalty, 

said in a speech, “whatever he has done, he is worth more than the worst act of his life, as are we all worth more than the 

worst act of our lives” (given at Marquette University October 13, 2009). Today pray for an “enemy” and for your own 

journey toward mercy.  

The Living Word TM 2018-2019 Copyrighted 2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Use with permission. 

 

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily 

The most troubling and challenging of Jesus' teaching is the command to love our enemies. In this homily,  

I explore four good reasons why it is so important to engage in this most difficult act of love. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/enemy-love/750/  

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/enemy-love/750/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

February 24 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/7th-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

 

Today's gospel reading is a continuation of the 

teaching that began in last Sunday's gospel. We 

continue to hear Jesus' Sermon on the Plain. 

Recall that in Luke's Gospel, this teaching is 

addressed to Jesus' disciples. This is in contrast 

to the parallel found in Matthew's Gospel, the 

Sermon on the Mount, in which Jesus' words 

are addressed to both the disciples and to the 

crowds. 

These words from Jesus' teaching are familiar 

to us. They constitute the crux and the 

challenge of what it means to be a disciple: 

Love your enemies, turn the other cheek, give 

to those who ask, do unto others, lend without 

expecting repayment, judge not lest you be 

judged. 

There are several similarities between Luke's 

and Matthew's report of Jesus' great teaching. 

Both begin with the Beatitudes. Matthew 

includes nearly all the content that Luke does; 

the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew's Gospel 

is longer than Luke's Sermon on the Plain. 

There are, however, differences in language 

and nuance. For example, Matthew presents 

this portion of the teaching as a contrast 

between Jesus' teaching and the teachings of 

the law and the prophets. This is in keeping 

with Matthew's concern to address his 

predominantly Jewish audience. It is likely that 

Luke omits this contrast because it was 

unnecessary for the Gentile believers for whom 
Luke is writing. 

Another point of contrast between Matthew and 

Luke's presentation is the terminology. In Luke, 

Jesus contrasts the behavior of his followers 

with the behavior of “sinners.” In Matthew, 

Jesus contrasts the behavior desired with the 

behavior of tax collectors and Gentiles. 

Matthew concludes the teaching about love of 

enemies with the admonition to be perfect as 

God is perfect; Luke concludes by emphasizing 
God's mercy. 

 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 6:27-38     http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/022419.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

Jesus teaches his disciples to be merciful as God is merciful. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

It is easy to choose to be with others when they are acting politely and 

respectfully. But children do not always act this way, especially with other 

family members. We can probably all recall a family meal in which such 

behavior was not observed. Yet we probably chose to sit through the meal 

anyway. We regularly give our children second chances—and often third 

and fourth chances—hoping that our generosity will be rewarded. That is 

how God acts with us. The ethic that Jesus describes seems like an 

impossible task: to give when asked and to do good to those who hate us. 

Yet family life is filled with opportunities to act generously and to love 

without measure. This is what we parents try to do every day. This is what 

we ask our children to learn. We are reminded that when we love 

generously and gratuitously, we love as God loves us. This is the meaning 

of mercy. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

As you gather as a family, identify some things that family members are 

expected to do each day (prepare meals, go to school or work; complete 

homework assignments, complete household chores, behave appropriately 

at school, at work and at home; and so on). Discuss whether it is easy to 

live up to these expectations. Why or why not? Then discuss the meaning 

of the phrase “go the extra mile” and what it would mean to go the extra 

mile in the expectations you identified. Introduce today's Gospel: In 

today's Gospel reading, Jesus describes how we are to act toward one 

another. What he says may sound like what we mean by the phrase 

“going the extra mile.” Read aloud today's Gospel, Luke 6:27-38. 

Discuss whether the actions Jesus describes are easy and consider why we 

might act in these ways if they seem difficult. Observe that today's Gospel 

challenges us to make choices based on God's standard; God loves us all 

the time by going the extra mile for us. During a time of quiet reflection, 

invite each family member to choose an action for the week in which he 

or she will go the “extra mile” for the family. Conclude in prayer by 

praying together St. Ignatius's Prayer for Generosity. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/7th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... that Jesus challenges those who would  

follow him to be more like God. God loves  

us beyond our expectations, beyond anything  

we can possibly imagine. In response to God's  

love, we are to love as God loves, beyond  

expectations and with a depth beyond imagining. 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/the-beatitudes.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke6.htm#v27
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/prayer-for-generosity-saint-ignatius-of-loyola.htm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for      February 24, 2019       Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with song:  Lord, You have to the seashore  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6JH3OQzzBA  

Generosity, empathy, and compassion are traits we want to develop in younger children. Teaching children to treat others as 

they want to be treated supports them in developing these traits. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Let’s think for a moment about how we want people to treat us. Ask: If your friend had a great new toy or game, would 

you want him or her to let you play with it? (Yes.) If you made a bad choice at home and said sorry, what would you want your 

parents to say and do? (Accept all reasonable answers, such as, say “I forgive you,” or give me a hug.) In today’s Gospel, Jesus 

teaches us how we are to treat others. Listen carefully to what he says. 

Read aloud today’s Gospel, Luke 6:27–38. Then listen to this song: Love Your Enemies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnVjNaBfQL0  

Say: Jesus calls us to treat others in the way we want to be treated. This is the Golden Rule. Earlier we talked about how we 

wanted to be treated. Now let’s think about how we can treat others.  

Ask: Do you think others might want us to share our new toys or games with them? (Yes.) Do other people make poor choices 

sometimes, just like we might? (Yes.) How might we respond if someone makes a poor choice and says sorry? (Forgive the 

person. Be kind.) We follow Jesus’ command when we love and forgive all people, even when it’s hard. 

Pray together that Jesus will help us have a loving and forgiving heart and treat others as we want to be treated. 

Conclude by viewing this special side presentation. Make Me a Channel of your Peace  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  

Begin with song: Lord, You have to the seashore  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6JH3OQzzBA  

Older children are becoming more capable of weighing their actions and choices against a moral framework. We can help them 

understand that our call to be merciful as God is merciful is a call to act in ways that exceed expectations. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your children to identify things that are expected of them every day such as doing their homework, completing 

household chores, and behaving appropriately at school and at home. Is it easy to live up to these expectations? Why or why 
not? 

Ask: Have you ever heard the phrase “go the extra mile”? What does it mean? (to do more than expected) What would it mean 

to go the extra mile in regard to the expectations we identified? Help your children identify specific examples of what it would 

mean to exceed expectations in the tasks they named. (Examples: doing extra credit on a homework assignment, doing a 
household chore ahead of schedule.)  

Say: In the Gospel, Jesus describes how we are to behave toward one another. He tells us how to make good choices. What he 
says may sound like what we mean by the phrase “going the extra mile.” Let's listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Have one of your children read aloud today's Gospel, Luke 6:27-38. Then listen to this song: Love Your Enemies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnVjNaBfQL0  

Ask: How does Jesus say that we should behave with one another? (Do good even to those who hurt you. Do to others as you 

would have them do to you. Forgive and you will be forgiven.) Are these the responses that people expect? (No.) 

Say: In the Gospel, Jesus says that we are to make choices based on God's standard. God doesn't just forgive us one time. God 

forgives us over and over again. God doesn't show love to us just one time; God shows love all the time. God goes the extra 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6JH3OQzzBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnVjNaBfQL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6JH3OQzzBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnVjNaBfQL0


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  

      

 

 

 

 

 

mile for us. Jesus tells us that we are to go the extra mile for others. 

Conclude in prayer by praying together the Prayer of St. Francis. 

Conclude by viewing this special side presentation. Make Me a Channel of your Peace  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with song: Begin with song: Lord, You have to the seashore  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6JH3OQzzBA  

Young people today face significant moral challenges. As they face these challenges, we can support them by reminding them 
about mercy, a primary quality of God. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Sometimes when we make choices, we don't get what we expect, and we wish we could choose again. Present to your 

children some situations that they might face that require a moral choice (Examples: You are teased by classmates and must 

decide how to respond; a friend ran out of time to do his or her homework and asks you to share your answers; your parents 
ask you to watch a younger sibling on Saturday night.)  

Say: We experience situations like these every day. Ask: Have you ever wished that you could have another chance and 

choose a different course of action?  It is not uncommon to wish for another chance when facing the decisions we must make 
each day.  

Say: In the Gospel, Jesus describes many opportunities that we will have to make good moral choices. The moral choices that 
Jesus describes, however, sound like they might be difficult to choose. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Have one of your children read aloud today's Gospel, Luke 6:27-38. Then listen to this song: Love Your Enemies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnVjNaBfQL0  

Ask: How does Jesus say that we should behave with one another? (Do good even to those who hurt you. Do to others as you 
would have them do to you. Forgive and you will be forgiven.) Do we often choose to act in these ways? Why or why not? 

Say: This Gospel tells us that God gives us unlimited chances to act in loving ways toward others. We know that God shows 

mercy to us by forgiving us and by giving us another chance to choose to follow his ways. God wants us to be merciful just as 
he is merciful. This means that God expects us to give each other unlimited chances.  

Conclude in prayer by praying together St. Ignatius's Prayer for Generosity. 

Conclude by viewing this special side presentation. Make Me a Channel of your Peace  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6JH3OQzzBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnVjNaBfQL0
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/prayer-for-generosity-saint-ignatius-of-loyola.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 February 21st  Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

 * 9:15 am Bible Study on Sunday’s Gospel resumes in the 

morning after the school Mass 

 * 7:00 pm Bible Study resumes in the evening in ASA Room 

N-10 in the school north wing. 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

  

 February 22nd   Friday 

 * No Mass 

  

 February 23rd  Saturday                                                                                                                       
 * 2:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

  

 February 24th   Sunday 

 * During the 10:30 am Mass the Lord’s Lambs and Children’s 

Liturgy of the Word 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ 

Sunday Services in the ASA Gym/Family Center 

 * 1:00 to 7:30 pm Confirmation Retreat at Aquinas College, use 

the Woodward Lane entrance to get to the John H. Donnelly 

Conference Center 

 *  Sunday evening classes for public school students grades 1-7.  

  

 February 25th   Monday                                                                                                

* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

* 6:30 pm Living Your Strengths in the Brophy Center 

* 7:30 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Center 

February 26th  Tuesday 

* No Mass 

* 6:30 -7:30 pm Cub Scouts in the Brophy Center 

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus -Millennium Conf. Room 

* 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

February 27th  Wednesday 

 * No Mass 

 * 9:00 am Senior Men’s Club in the Thaddeus Center 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center 

      

  

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order this FREE book, click on the link:  https://dynamiccatholic.com/walk-humbly-with-your-god-free-copy 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/walk-humbly-with-your-god-free-copy


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McCarrick is laicized by Pope Francis 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/mccarrick-

laicized-by-pope-francis-31512 

 

Vatican City, Feb 16, 2019 / 01:41 am (CNA/EWTN News).- 

Pope Francis and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

ordered this week the laicization of Theodore McCarrick, a 

former cardinal and archbishop emeritus of Washington. 

Once a powerful figure in ecclesiastical, diplomatic, and 

political circles in the U.S. and around the world, McCarrick, 

88, is now removed from the clerical state. He was publicly 

accused last year of sexually abusing at least two adolescent 

boys, and of engaging for decades in coercive sexual behavior 

toward priests and seminarians. 

The CDF conducted an administrative penal process which 

found McCarrick guilty of “solicitation in the Sacrament of 

Confession, and sins against the Sixth Commandment with 

minors and with adults, with the aggravating factor of the abuse 

of power,” according to a Feb. 16 Vatican communique. 

An administrative penal process is a much-abbreviated penal 

mechanism used in cases in which the evidence is so clear that 

a full trial is unnecessary. 

Because Pope Francis personally approved the guilty verdict 

and the penalty of laicization, it is formally impossible for the 

decision to be appealed. 

According to a Feb. 16 statement from the Vatican, the CDF 

issued the decree Jan. 11 finding McCarrick guilty. This was 

followed by an appeal, which the CDF rejected Feb. 13. 

McCarrick was notified of the decision Feb. 15 and Pope 

Francis “has recognized the definitive nature of this decision 

made in accord with law, rendering it a res iudicata (i.e., 

admitting of no further recourse.)”  CNA contacted 

McCarrick’s canonical advocate, who declined to comment. 

The allegations of sexual abuse against McCarrick became 

public in June 2018 when the Archdiocese of New York 

reported that it had received a “credible” allegation that 

McCarrick sexually abused a teenage boy in the 1970s, while 

serving as a priest. McCarrick stepped down that same month 

from all public ministry at the direction of the Holy See. 

What does it mean to be laicized, defrocked, 

or dismissed from the clerical state? 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/mccarrick-

might-be-laicized-this-week-whats-that-38036  

 

Denver, Colo., Feb 16, 2019 / 06:43 am (CNA).- 

Archbishop Theodore McCarrick was laicized this week, 

after he was found guilty of sexual abuse and other 

canonical crimes. But what does it mean to be “laicized,” 
“defrocked,” or “dismissed from the clerical state?” 

Ordination, the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, 

“confers a gift of the Holy Spirit that permits the exercise 

of a ‘sacred power’ which can come only from Christ 

himself through his Church.”  The Church says ordination 

marks a person with an irremovable imprint, a character, 

which “configures them to Christ.” Ordination, in Catholic 

theology, makes a permanent change that the Church has 

no power to reverse. 

In addition to making an ontological change, ordination 

also makes a legal change in a person’s status in the 

Church. A cleric, or a sacred minister in the Church, is an 

ordained man who is permitted by the Church to exercise 

sacred ministry. A cleric is bound to certain obligations, 

among them is usually celibacy in the Latin Catholic 

Church, and he possesses certain rights, among them is the 

right to be appointed to pastoral leadership positions in the 

Church. Clerics have the right to be financially supported 

by the Church, and are bound by obedience to the pope and 
to local Church authorities. 

While ordination can never be lost - no power on earth can 

erase the sacramental imprint of ordination - a person can 

lose the legal status of being a cleric- this is what is 
referred to as “laicization.”  

When a person loses the clerical state, he no longer has the 

right to exercise sacred ministry in the Church, except the 

extreme situation of encountering someone who is in 

immediate danger of death. Someone who has lost the 

clerical state also no longer has the canonical right to be 

financially supported by the Church.  Often, a man who is 

laicized is also dispensed from the obligation of celibacy, 

and permitted to marry - but this is not always the case, 

especially when someone has been involuntarily removed 

from the clerical state.   

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/mccarrick-laicized-by-pope-francis-31512
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/mccarrick-laicized-by-pope-francis-31512
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/analysis-the-non-trial-of-theodore-mccarrick-25046
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/mccarrick-might-be-laicized-this-week-whats-that-38036
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/mccarrick-might-be-laicized-this-week-whats-that-38036
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Join the Young at Heart for a series of NEW classes...  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

 week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  non- 

 parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click in this Link: https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes


  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

          SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                  for 

              February/March, 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

 

Movies That Matter 

Thursday,  February 28, 2019    2:00 pm -  5:00 pm                      $15 includes Dinner   

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join us for dinner, a movie and discussion as we view important movies through “a lens of faith” and find surprising 

insights on the spiritual dimension of each film.  Movies are often today’s parables and we will discuss inspirational films 

that illustrate how great faith can transform our own life and the lives of those around us.    $15 includes Dinner    

Couple to Couple League (CCL) Natural Family Planning – Main Class Series 

Monday, March 4, 2019   6:30 pm -  8:30 pm 

Hosted by the Couple to Couple League (CCL) 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

$135 per couple   Financial assistance available – contact Julie Cook at  Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com 

Advance Registration Required.  Register at http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841 

The Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a Fertility Awareness-Based Method for tracking 

fertility. Engaged & married couples are invited to learn this 99% effective, 100% natural alternative to birth control that is 

church-approved. Single women are also encouraged to register and gain insight into their cycles and overall health. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  March 7,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, offered in collaboration with other local parishes, is designed to help you come to a 

deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in your life and in the life of the Church. Life as an adult requires an 

adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-sharing, small-group discussion, 

reflection and prayer.  

 Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the 

Catholic Church. 

 When is Confirmation for Adults celebrated? Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 for those who wish to 

be confirmed at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation    - $40   Includes Books and Materials 

Thursday,  March 14,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm         

With Fred Johnson and John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Our Adult Confirmation program, offered in collaboration with other local parishes, is designed to help you come to a 

deeper understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in your life and in the life of the Church. Life as an adult requires an 

adult faith that is able to respond to adult challenges. This program combines faith-sharing, small-group discussion, 

reflection and prayer.  

 Who may take this course? Adults ages 17 and older who have been Baptized and celebrated Holy Communion in the 

Catholic Church. 

 When is Confirmation for Adults celebrated? Confirmation will be celebrated on June 8, 2019 for those who wish to 

be confirmed at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. 

  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
mailto:Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com
http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267

