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From the Director of Faith Formation 

    December 6, 2018  Vol. 5  Issue 49 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

At the time of preparing  

this newsletter our 240  

FREE copies of "The  

Biggest Lie in the History  

of Christianity" were on  

their way. We're not sure 

when they will arrive. 

When they do arrive, they will be in 

the back of church for you to pick up 

a copy for yourself and one to pass 

on to a friend.  

The book is an easy read. See if you 

can find what is the biggest lie in the 

history of Christianity. You will need 

to read a few chapters before you 

find out! 

For the next two weeks our Gospel 

reading from Luke will narrate the 

story of John the Baptist, so we need 

to look at how we are proclaiming 

the way of the Lord to others.  

In one way or another we are 

announcing  that kingdom of God is 

here. We are doing this by the way 

we live our lives and reaching out to 

others in need.  

Don’t forget to sign up for Dynamic 

Catholic’s BEST LENT EVER daily 

videos if you haven’t already done 

so.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  

 

 

All About Advent 

Still not sure what Advent is all about? Click on the link...   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksHKrIaO1pI   

 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way (Luke 3:1-22) 

Click on this link to view this Sunday’s Gospel and verses 7-22 which we will 

read on the Third Sunday of Advent.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBukGcc8p-E  

 

Bishop Barron on the Advent Revolution 

Click on this link to see how Advent can be considered a revolution. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz-l8rEIdEc  

 

Living the Liturgy at Home  

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation. John reminds us that we should 

always be preparing the way of the Lord. We have to wait in line often during 

this time. When waiting, prepare yourself by saying a short prayer. We 

encounter people we don’t like very much or don’t really “get” every day. When 

that happens, make a special effort to find joy within you and share it. When 

someone asks you to keep a secret or a promise this week, be worthy of their 

trust. 

Advent Prayer 

May we suggest that you recite the following prayer as a family each day... 

Lord God,  

It's hard to wait. All around me Christmas is in the stores, on radio, and TV.  

Give me the patience to await your coming and to recognize you. 

O Wisdom, God who teaches us how to live,  

O Ruler of the House of Israel, God who gave us the Ten Commandments,  

O Root of Jesse, God who is all loving, 

O Key of David, God who freed us from sin and darkness, 

O King of the Gentiles, God who created us from dust, 

O Emmanuel, with the Church and the world I pray, 

 “Come Lord Jesus, hurry to save us.”  

Amen.  
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If you are using an Advent wreath in your home here are the prayers for the Second Week of Advent 

 Leader: May the Lord's peace be with us all.                                                                                      

All: The Lord is our faith and our life.  

Leader: May His love shine in our hearts.                                                                                         

All: Our hope is in the coming of the Lord. (Two purple candles are lit and allowed to burn as before.)  

Leader: Let us pray: that we may experience fully the peace of Christ. (Pause for silent prayer).  Father in Heaven, the day 

draws near when the birth of your Son will make radiant the night of the waiting world, may His quiet coming fill us with 

true inner peace.                                            

All: Amen. 

“The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity” Is Coming to St. Jude’s Parish  

This week we would like to share with you Matthew Kelly’s overview of the final chapters  from his  

new book, “The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity.” Hopefully, by this weekend the 240 FREE 

copies of the paperback version will have arrived for distribution to our parishioners and Christmas  

visitors as a Christmas gift to you and to our visitors. Take a copy for yourself and a copy for  

someone you love. Give the book to them for Christmas.  

One of the great themes of human history is God's collaboration with humanity. God wants to collaborate with 

you. He wants to collaborate with you, he wants to collaborate with me, he wants to collaborate with your church, 

and he wants to collaborate with us to transform the world.   

Every day, the seven billion people on this planet, they're all sending these prayers up to God. Very often, God 

wants you and I to collaborate with him to answer these prayers. Because a lot of people's prayers don't require 

some incredible miracle to answer their prayers. A lot of people's prayers just require a little bit of kindness, a 

little bit of courage, a little bit of generosity. And you and I? We are capable of that. We are capable of 

collaborating with God to answer people's prayers every day.  

But in order to do that, we have to get beyond the biggest lie in the history of Christianity. We've got to get 

beyond a lot of lies that we're constantly being taught about Christianity so we can begin to collaborate with God 

in a powerful way—so that, with God, we can answer so many prayers with our kindness, with our courage, with 

our generosity. Imagine if every person in your parish read The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity . 

Imagine how their lives, and the lives of everyone around them, would be transformed. The truth in this book wil l 

transform your community, one person at a time. Take the first step in transforming your community by passing 

on to a friend a copy of a life-changing Catholic book this Christmas.  

Everyone likes to be comfortable. But comfort doesn't change the world. If we want to have great marriages, 

great families, great churches, and great societies, we have to ask God to transform us.  Transforming people one 

at a time is at the heart of God’s plan for the world. And helping people become the -best-version-of-themselves is 

as simple as giving them a copy of a great Catholic book. This Christmas, inspire someone to become all they 

were created to be by giving them a copy of The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity. Pick up a copy for a 

friend when you pick up a copy for yourself.  

Bishop Barron’s  Sunday Radio Homily 

Christianity is not a mythic system. It is an historical religion that makes very concrete historical  

claims, and the first Christians were intensely interested in the historicity of what they were describing  

and preaching about. We see an example of this in St. Luke's Gospel today. The evangelist tell us that  

something actually happened in history, something so strange, unexpected, and rare that it changed  

everything. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/god-has-really-arrived-in-history/5003/  

 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/god-has-really-arrived-in-history/5003/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

      

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 December 6, Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

 * 6:45 pm – 9:00 pm "The 117 Project: Adoration Across 

the Nation" in church:  Rosary at 6:45 pm, Adoration at 

7:00 pm,  Small Concert at 8:15 pm  

 * 7:00 to 8:45 pm Bereavement Committee Meeting - 

Millennium Conference Room 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

 December 7
 
Friday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in chapel followed by Eucharistic 

Adoration until 10:00 am  

 * 6:30 to 8:00 pm Soup Supper - Brophy Center 

 * 7:00 pm Holy Day eve Mass in church (No Mass on 

Saturday morning) 

 December 8
 
  Feast of the Immaculate Conception                                                                                                                         

 * No Holy Day Mass here on Saturday morning.   

 Masses at St. Isidore Parish at 7:45 am and again at 10:30 

am;  St. Alphonsus Parish at 8:00 am and Blessed 

Sacrament Parish at 9:00 am    

 * 2:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Vigil Mass for the Second Sunday of Advent  

 December 9
 
 Second Sunday of Advent 

 * 8:30 and 10:30 am Masses 

 * 8:30 to Noon  K of C Breakfast Buffet -  Brophy Ctr. 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of 

Christ in the  Family Center/Gym for Sunday Services 

 * 10:30 am Mass: Lord’s Lambs and CLOW 

 * 12:00 to 2:00 pm Adult Choir in church lower level 

 * 5:00 to 6: 45 pm Rite of Christian Initiation for Children 

(RCIC) in Kelly Room 

 * 5:30 to 7:00 pm Sunday evening weekly classes resume 

for public school students in grades 1-8.   

 December 10
 
 Monday  

 * 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel    

December 11
 
Tuesday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

* 10:00 -3:00 pm Northview Senior Lunch - Brophy Ctr.  

* 6:30 to 8:00 pm Stewardship Mtg.-  Kelly Conf. Rm. 

* 7:30 -8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Rm 

* 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym 

December 12
 
 Wednesday 

 * 8:00 am Senior Men’s Club - Thaddeus Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 * 9:30 to 11:00 am Unemployment Support Group -

Kelly Conference Room 

 * 11:30 to 2:00 pm 55+ Lunch -  Brophy Ctr. 

 * 6:00 to 8:30 pm Choristers and Adult Choir in the 

church lower level 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group  - Thaddeus Center  
 

FREE Soup Supper on Friday - December 7 

Your choice of  hot & delicious soups served  

with rolls & butter, dessert and beverage. And, 

it’s FREE.  Serving in the Brophy Center from  

4:30 pm to 8:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 December 9 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-

sunday-of-advent-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

This week and next, our Gospel readings 

invite us to consider John the Baptist and his 

relationship to Jesus. John the Baptist appears 

in the tradition of the great prophets, 

preaching repentance and reform to the people 

of Israel. To affirm this, Luke quotes at length 

from the prophet Isaiah. John baptizes for 

repentance and for forgiveness of sins, 

preparing the way for God's salvation. 

The three Synoptic Gospels—Mark, Matthew, 

and Luke—attest to the importance of the 

baptism of John in preparing for Jesus. Only 

the Gospel of Luke, however, extends the 

connection between these two men to their 

birth. The first two chapters of Luke's Gospel 

contain the Infancy Narrative, which tells 

about the births of John the Baptist and Jesus. 

These stories set the stage for the beginning of 
Jesus' public ministry in chapter 3. 

The evangelist Luke is the author of the 

Gospel that bears his name, and he also wrote 

the Acts of the Apostles as a continuation of 

the story of Jesus and the Church. In these two 

works, Luke's sense of time and history 

emerges. He identifies three epochs of 

salvation history: the time before Christ, the 

time of Christ, and the time of the Church and 

the Holy Spirit. In today's Gospel reading, as 

elsewhere, John the Baptist is presented as the 

figure who bridges the time before Christ and 
prepares the way for Christ's own ministry. 

In today's Gospel we also note Luke's 

attention to political and historical detail. Luke 

shows that salvation is for all people and 

situated in world events. Therefore, Luke lists 

the political and religious leaders at the time 

of John's appearance in the desert. Salvation is 

understood as God's breaking into this 
political and social history. 

John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a 

key theme of the Advent season. As John's 

message prepared the way for Jesus, we too 

are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus' 

coming. We respond to John's message by 

repentance and reform of our lives. We are 

also called to be prophets of Christ, who 

announce by our lives the coming of the 

Lord, as did John. 

 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 3:1-6      http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120918.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

John preaches repentance and baptizes all in the Jordan river. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

During the season of Advent, we choose to add many activities to our 

family's schedule to prepare for our celebration of Christmas. John the 

Baptist reminds us that our repentance is another way in which we can 

prepare for the Lord's coming and our celebration of Christmas. Parish 

communities often offer a communal celebration of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation during the Advent season. Your family might choose to 

participate in the communal celebration of the sacrament, or you might 

seek out this sacrament on an individual basis. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Read together today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6. Talk about how John the 

Baptist called upon the people to prepare the way of the Lord through 

repentance. Together as a family, prepare a simple reconciliation service 

in preparation for Christmas. Gather in a prayerful space, perhaps around 

the family Advent wreath. Read again from today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6. 

Invite each family member to pray silently, asking God to forgive his or 

her sins. Pray together the Act of Contrition. Then celebrate God's 

forgiveness by sharing the sign of peace with one another. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/second-sunday-of-advent-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... We are called to be prophets of  

Christ, who announce by our lives the  

coming of the Lord, as did John?  John  

the Baptist is presented as the figure who  

bridges the time before Christ and prepares 

the way for Christ's own ministry. 

 

 

Examination of Conscience... 

Is my life an example of Jesus' love 

and an example of the coming of Christ 

for all to see? 

Do I engage in reconciliation  often for  

the forgiveness  of my sins?  

Do I gather as a family during the advent  

Season and pray in preparation of the  

coming of Christ? 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/120615.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-contrition.htm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      To order - Click on this link:  https://dynamiccatholic.com/dying-to-be-happy-hardcover 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/dying-to-be-happy-hardcover


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Men’s Bible Study on the Acts of the Apostles 

Last Thursday’s Bible Study on Acts covered Chapter 8. The answer key is found at the end of the newsletter. Men’s Bible 

Study is finished for the year.  

Unit 9 Bible Study date: November 30
th

  Acts 8:1 b-40     

Objectives of the Meeting 

1. To see how the Church  the Church begins to spread beyond Jerusalem.                                                      

2. To appreciate how events, evil in themselves, can still serve the Gospel and word for the good of believers                                                                                                                            

3. To become familiar with Philip and his ministry.                                                                             

4. To value the many ministries the Holy Spirit gives to spread the kingdom of God. 

Read Acts 8:1 b -8, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions. 

Check out if you Bible has a Biblical Dictionary in the back. If will be helpful for you to define some of the knowledge 

questions this week.   

a. Who were persecuting the Church and why were they doing so? (Knowledge) 

b.  How does God use persecution to foster the work of the Church? (Evaluation)      

c. What was Philip? (Knowledge) (Check out the Biblical Dictionary or Google Philip in Acts) 

d. Who were the Samaritans? (Knowledge) (Check out the Biblical Dictionary or Google Who are the Samaritans in Acts.) 

e. What do we learn about the preaching of the Good News in 8: 4-8? (Understanding) 

Read Acts 8: 9-25, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions. 

Check out if you Bible has a Biblical Dictionary in the back. If will be helpful for you to define some of the knowledge 

questions this week.   

a. Do you think such things happen today when the Gospel is preached? Why of why not? (Evaluation) 

b. Summarize in your own words the story of Simon? (Knowledge) Check out the Biblical Dictionary in the back of your 

Bible or Google Simon the Magician in Acts.  

c. Why do you think the author includes this story here? (Evaluation) 

d. Do you think people want to “buy” the power of the Holy Spirit today? If so, what forms does this buying take? 

(Evaluation) 

e. From your knowledge of Scripture what is the difference between 1) the baptism of John, 2) The baptism of Jesus, 3) 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit? (Knowledge) Check out the Biblical Dictionary in the back of your Bible or Google the 

baptism of John, of Jesus, and of the Holy Spirit in Acts.  

f. Discuss the meaning of the baptism you received, referring to places in Scripture where it is described. (Application) 

g. In the early Church what was the “imposition of hands?” (Knowledge) 

h. What is it today? (Knowledge) 

Read Acts 8:26-40, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:     

a. How do you experience the power of the Spirit? (Application) 

b. In your own words summarize the story of Philip and the Ethiopian? (Knowledge) 

c. If you were Philip and you heard the Ethiopian reading the passage, how would you explain the meaning of the passage 

to him? (Understanding) 

d. I what ways could that passage be helpful in bringing people to the Lord Jesus today? (Evaluation) 

e. What meaning does this story have for you personally? (Application) 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on this link to sign up for this FREE Program... 

   https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever 

Click on the link below to watch the first video in the Best Advent Ever series from Dynamic Catholic... 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-reflections-2018/the-turning-

point?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=best%20advent%20ever&utm_content=1

202%20day%201%20video%20still&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFNFl6RXlZemRtTkRsaSIsInQiOiJITEhQT3JF

U2VBR2N3bUNtY2prUUh3ZGQ1cUZpbE9SenpHNm92MjNxcnY2V2Vxc3ZTRUw2MXpQajc2emFJd2M

0Tll6dWZLZEJWYllITzZUZWNlN0ZoaXRWamVoRGtHdUZOd3FiWFJiR0J3RmxqNnRcLzMyZG5lOTh

zdWhqRlRxSTQifQ%3D%3D 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-reflections-2018/the-turning-point?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=best%20advent%20ever&utm_content=1202%20day%201%20video%20still&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFNFl6RXlZemRtTkRsaSIsInQiOiJITEhQT3JFU2VBR2N3bUNtY2prUUh3ZGQ1cUZpbE9SenpHNm92MjNxcnY2V2Vxc3ZTRUw2MXpQajc2emFJd2M0Tll6dWZLZEJWYllITzZUZWNlN0ZoaXRWamVoRGtHdUZOd3FiWFJiR0J3RmxqNnRcLzMyZG5lOThzdWhqRlRxSTQifQ%3D%3D
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-reflections-2018/the-turning-point?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=best%20advent%20ever&utm_content=1202%20day%201%20video%20still&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFNFl6RXlZemRtTkRsaSIsInQiOiJITEhQT3JFU2VBR2N3bUNtY2prUUh3ZGQ1cUZpbE9SenpHNm92MjNxcnY2V2Vxc3ZTRUw2MXpQajc2emFJd2M0Tll6dWZLZEJWYllITzZUZWNlN0ZoaXRWamVoRGtHdUZOd3FiWFJiR0J3RmxqNnRcLzMyZG5lOThzdWhqRlRxSTQifQ%3D%3D
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-reflections-2018/the-turning-point?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=best%20advent%20ever&utm_content=1202%20day%201%20video%20still&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFNFl6RXlZemRtTkRsaSIsInQiOiJITEhQT3JFU2VBR2N3bUNtY2prUUh3ZGQ1cUZpbE9SenpHNm92MjNxcnY2V2Vxc3ZTRUw2MXpQajc2emFJd2M0Tll6dWZLZEJWYllITzZUZWNlN0ZoaXRWamVoRGtHdUZOd3FiWFJiR0J3RmxqNnRcLzMyZG5lOThzdWhqRlRxSTQifQ%3D%3D
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-reflections-2018/the-turning-point?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=best%20advent%20ever&utm_content=1202%20day%201%20video%20still&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFNFl6RXlZemRtTkRsaSIsInQiOiJITEhQT3JFU2VBR2N3bUNtY2prUUh3ZGQ1cUZpbE9SenpHNm92MjNxcnY2V2Vxc3ZTRUw2MXpQajc2emFJd2M0Tll6dWZLZEJWYllITzZUZWNlN0ZoaXRWamVoRGtHdUZOd3FiWFJiR0J3RmxqNnRcLzMyZG5lOThzdWhqRlRxSTQifQ%3D%3D
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-reflections-2018/the-turning-point?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=best%20advent%20ever&utm_content=1202%20day%201%20video%20still&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFNFl6RXlZemRtTkRsaSIsInQiOiJITEhQT3JFU2VBR2N3bUNtY2prUUh3ZGQ1cUZpbE9SenpHNm92MjNxcnY2V2Vxc3ZTRUw2MXpQajc2emFJd2M0Tll6dWZLZEJWYllITzZUZWNlN0ZoaXRWamVoRGtHdUZOd3FiWFJiR0J3RmxqNnRcLzMyZG5lOThzdWhqRlRxSTQifQ%3D%3D
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-reflections-2018/the-turning-point?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=best%20advent%20ever&utm_content=1202%20day%201%20video%20still&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpFNFl6RXlZemRtTkRsaSIsInQiOiJITEhQT3JFU2VBR2N3bUNtY2prUUh3ZGQ1cUZpbE9SenpHNm92MjNxcnY2V2Vxc3ZTRUw2MXpQajc2emFJd2M0Tll6dWZLZEJWYllITzZUZWNlN0ZoaXRWamVoRGtHdUZOd3FiWFJiR0J3RmxqNnRcLzMyZG5lOThzdWhqRlRxSTQifQ%3D%3D
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Cardinal Müller: Spiritual renewal is the 

Church's foremost need 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/cardinal-mller-

spiritual-renewal-is-the-churchs-foremost-need-55613 

 

Rome, Italy, Nov 29, 2018 / 04:22 pm (CNA/EWTN News).- 

Cardinal Gerhard Müller said in a recent interview that the 

problem of clerical sex abuse must be countered primarily by 

spiritual renewal, prayer, and penance. 

The prefect emeritus of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 

the Faith said in a Nov. 28 interview with Vatican Insider that 

“We need spiritual renewal, prayer and penance, drawing on 

the grace of the sacraments, reading and meditating on the 

Bible, entering into the spirit of Jesus Christ. We must be 

priests according to the heart of Jesus … The priest is an alter 

Christus, not because of his skill or ability, but because he 

gives his heart for humankind. We must bear witness to this 

and in so doing restore the credibility of the Church so that 

people may encounter faith.” 

He called canon law “a necessary aid to the Church,” in 

which “we have norms of divine law that we cannot change, 

but also norms of human, ecclesiastical law that we can 

change and update to better respond to the needs and 

circumstances to be faced. But, we, the Church, are a 

sacramental and spiritual reality and more important we are 

the dimensions of morality and faith: rules, norms, external 

discipline are not enough.” 

Acknowledging that procedures “have been established to 

combat the phenomenon,” he said, “spiritual renewal and 

conversion are more important. There are priests who never 

go to spiritual exercises, never approach the confessional, 

never pray the breviary. And when the spiritual life is empty, 

how can a priest act according to Christ? He risks becoming a 

'mercenary', as we read in the Gospel of John.” 

Cardinal Müller called for the “parties” in the Church to 

“work together to overcome this crisis that is hurting the 

credibility of the Church … We are all united in the revealed 

faith, and not by the prejudices of political ideologies. We are 

not a political entity, the Church was instituted by Jesus." 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Pope Francis: Advent is a time of joy-filled 

waiting 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-

francis-advent-is-a-time-of-joy-filled-waiting-31781 

 

Vatican City, Dec 1, 2018 / 09:38 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- As the Advent season begins, it is a good 

time to reflect on the Christian call to joyful 

expectancy, finding hope and consolation in waiting 

for Christ, Pope Francis said Saturday. 

“We Christians are called to safeguard and spread the 

joy of waiting: we await God who loves us infinitely 

and at the same time we are awaited by Him. In this 

way, life becomes a great betrothal,” the pope said 

Dec. 1. 

“Tonight,” he continued, “begins a time of 

consolation and hope, the time of Advent: a new 

liturgical year begins, which brings with it the novelty 

of our God, who is the ‘God of all consolation.’” 

“I wish you to experience Advent thus, as a time of 

consoling novelty and joyous waiting,” he said. 

Pope Francis spoke about the start of Advent during 

an audience with a group of about 6,500 people from 

the Italian dioceses of Ugento-Santa Maria di Leuca 

and Molfetta-Ruvo-Giovinazzo-Terlizzi in the Paul 

VI Hall. 

Francis thanked the travelers for coming, recalling 

that he had visited their diocese in April on a daytrip. 

“But God,” he pointed out, “will visit you where I 

cannot come: in your homes, in your lives. God visits 

us and waits to stay with us forever.” 

In his speech, the pope referenced Servant of God Fr. 

Tonino Bello, who was the bishop of the Diocese of 

Molfetta-Ruvo-Giovinazzo-Terlizzi from 1982-1993. 

Don Tonino once reflected, he said, on the fact that 

life is full of fear: “Fear of neighbor... fear of the 

other... fear of violence... fear of not making it. Fear 

of not being accepted... fear that it is useless to work 

hard. Fear that we can't change the world. 

 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/cardinal-mller-spiritual-renewal-is-the-churchs-foremost-need-55613
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LIVING THE WORD:       December 9,  2018      Second Sunday of Advent 

Baruch 5:1-9   Philippians 1:4-6, 8-13            Luke 3:1-6 

Click on Bishop Barron’s Radio homily:   https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/god-has-really-arrived-in-

history/5003/  

Pray with the Word                (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

Almighty God, you created all people in your image. Help us to treat all people with justice and love, and to stand up for those 

who are treated unfairly and with judgment. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Gospel Prepare for the Word      (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What areas are the “deserts” in your heart that Christ needs to heal? 

In what ways can you share the Gospel with people you encounter? 

Reflect on the Word                     (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Today’s Gospel tells of John the Baptist, the voice who cries out in the wilderness, the one who points to the coming of Jesus.  

As daunting as it may sound each of us is called to be voices crying out about our faith in the world, by word and by action. We 

can do that in many ways by using the gifts God has given us – through our witness when we attend Mass or pray before meals 

in public, or even as simply as giving a sincere smile to someone. God asks us to take a good look at ourselves and be open to 

his creative Spirit, taking opportunities that arise to do something good for another. Every word and action of our lives can be a 

proclamation of Christ!  Think back to today’s Gospel reading. Notice how John the Baptist is described as crying out in “the 

desert” (Luke 3:4). Desert is an interesting choice of words. A desert is not homelike; it is desolate, barren, forsaken and 

confusing. Calling our world a desert implies first that his is not our true home, and second that the world is in need of what we 

have to say. If you lived in a hot desert and someone came along and taught you how to find water, I bet you would listen very 

closely to what he or she had to teach you! In the same way, all people need is the Gospel in their hearts in order to give their 

lives meaning and purpose. Never doubt the importance of your message or your responsibility to share it with others for, as St. 

Teresa of Avila said, “Christ has no body now but yours, No hands, No feet on earth but yours.” 

Act on the Word (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.) 

Go out of your way to consciously spread the Gospel  this week. Look for an opportunity to perform an extra act of kindness 

– you could call a friend and promise to pray for him or her; befriend someone who seems to be left out; volunteer for a 

charitable cause in your area; or invite someone to go to Sunday Mass with you. It may feel scary to step outside of your 

comfort zone, but Christ’s power is greater than anything else in the world. He will help you. Take a deep breath, ask for his 

help and then go for it! The message you have is of infinite value. It is transformative, life-giving, and greater than any one 

person or situation. You don’t have to worry about failure, because God’s Word will transform the hearer if you just plant the 

seed. Watch this short video by Bishop Robert Barron to learn more about evangelization. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfpdpvZPwrg  

 

 

Many thanks for giving us permission to use this copy of The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyright  2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: 

Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved.        

 

 

 

  

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and more... 

                           ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click in this Link: https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/god-has-really-arrived-in-history/5003/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/god-has-really-arrived-in-history/5003/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfpdpvZPwrg
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes
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 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 
 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week.   

 All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome  including  non-parishioners.  

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at 616-913-4419 or phone  

 this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

 

 
Weekly Lesson Plans for      Dec. 9, 2018        Second Sunday of Advent 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with song: A Voice Calls Out in the Wilderness    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09nPw-Uvwr4  

As younger children become less self-focused, they learn to make good choices that are considerate of others. During the 

season of Advent, we hear the message of John the Baptist calling us to make good choices to prepare the way of the 

Lord. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say:  We make lots of choices in our lives, don’t we? God asks us to make good choices that help us be friends to others. 

What are some good choices we can make to be a friend to others? (Accept reasonable responses, including sharing what 

we have, taking care of one another’s things, saying kind words, saying sorry if we hurt someone’s feelings.) 

Say: During Advent, we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth. We do this by making good choices. When we make a poor 

choice, we can choose to turn back to God and ask for forgiveness. Today we will hear about John the Baptist preparing 

the way for the Lord. Let’s listen. 

Read today’s Gospel, Luke 3:1–6. And then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_b-3s4RlqI  

Say: We can prepare the way for the Lord by making good choices this Advent season. This way, we will have peaceful 

hearts. We’ll be ready to welcome Jesus when he comes. Give your children time to talk about what each of them can do 

to prepare for Jesus. Then say: Let’s pray for God’s help making good choices as we prepare to welcome Jesus. 

Pray together that we will make good choices and tell God we are sorry for our poor choices.  

Share a sign of peace with one another. 

Conclude by singing Come Lord Jesus   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wFE0muUzw8  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5 and 6)  

Begin with song: A Voice Calls Out in the Wilderness   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09nPw-Uvwr4  

Older children are learning that their choices have consequences, for good and for ill. During the season of Advent, we 

hear the message of John the Baptist calling us to repent and to make choices that will prepare the way of the Lord. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Each of our choices has consequences. Sometimes our choice to do one thing leads us to other choices that we didn't 

see at first. 

 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09nPw-Uvwr4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_b-3s4RlqI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wFE0muUzw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09nPw-Uvwr4


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say: In today's Gospel, we hear about the appearance of John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus. Let's listen carefully 

to this Gospel to see what choices this Gospel invites us to make. 

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6. And then watch this video clip:     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_b-3s4RlqI  

Ask: What choice did John the Baptist make? (He chose to prepare the way of the Lord.) What choice did John the Baptist 

want others to make? (to repent and be baptized; to change their lives; to prepare the way of the Lord) 

Say: John's choice to prepare the way of the Lord started what might be described as a chain reaction, as others also chose 

to prepare the way of the Lord through their baptism and repentance. 

Say: We can also be people who prepare the way of the Lord through our good choices and by our repentance when we fail 

to make good choices. The season of Advent is a time when we focus on making good choices so that we have made 

ourselves ready to receive Jesus when he comes. 

Pray together that we will be people whose good choices help prepare the way of the Lord and invite others to do the 

same.  

Pray together the Act of Contrition. 

Conclude by singing  Ready the Way   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjproVqw73k  

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with song: A Voice Calls Out in the Wilderness    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09nPw-Uvwr4  

Through their exposure to advertising, young people hear messages that try to influence their behavior. In the 

announcement of John the Baptist, we hear a very different message, one calling for repentance. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: There are many messages sent to us in our society. Many of these are advertising messages that seek to get our 

attention in order to sell a product. Are there other people or organizations that have messages for us today? (Accept all 

reasonable answers.) 

Say: In today's Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist, a messenger who appeared before Jesus. After we listen to this 

Gospel, we'll identify the message John the Baptist announced. 

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6. And then watch this video clip:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_b-3s4RlqI  

Ask: What message is John the Baptist announcing? (Repent of your sins.) Is this message still relevant today? (Yes.) Are 

there voices today that continue to announce this message? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Say: During the season of Advent, the message of John the Baptist is particularly appropriate. During Advent, we seek 

forgiveness of our sins as we prepare for Jesus' coming. To help us hear better John's message, let's try to be advertisers 

and write the message of John the Baptist in the form of a slogan so that people might better hear this message today 

Ask your children:  to prepare slogans for the season of Advent that echo the message of John the Baptist. Or what might 

be a headline is a newspaper telling the story about what John the Baptist told people to do.  

Conclude in prayer together asking God to help us hear and respond to the message of John the Baptist calling us to 

repentance.  

Pray together the Act of Contrition. 

Conclude by singing   Ready the Way    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjproVqw73k  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_b-3s4RlqI
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-contrition.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjproVqw73k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09nPw-Uvwr4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_b-3s4RlqI
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-contrition.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjproVqw73k


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                  for 

     December, 2018  /January , 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Advent 2018 Program: Unwrapping the Greatest Gift 

Thursday,  December 6    6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

With Pastor Roger Grandia 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

What is on your 2018 wish list?  What package are you hoping is under the tree?  Is there a gift you hope to find year after 

year?   Perhaps this is the year the delight of unwrapping your Christmas gift brings you the joy of your heart.  Watch 

Pastor Roger Grandia unfold this message visually through chalk and special lighting!  The evening will begin with a 

dessert assortment and coffee/tea, all provided by the CIC.  $10  donation requested. 

Advent Art & Prayer: Guided Meditation on Sacred Art & Scripture 

Tuesday,  December 11   1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

With John Graveline and Rilma Fix                                               

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

We are so busy with Christmas celebration planning, that often spiritual preparation can fall to the bottom of our lists.  To 

help prepare a receptive heart for Christmas, take an hour for guided, peaceful contemplation of art, scripture and the 

wisdom of spiritual masters to find your balance during this harried season.  $10  donation per session requested. 

Sharing Faith Lessons with Children's Books     

Thursday,  December 13    10:00 am - 11:30 am 

With Glenys Nellist                                                            Cost:  $15  (Includes Lunch following the program)                                  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

You must pre-register so that we have an accurate count for lunch. Children’s author, Glenys Nellist, discusses how 

storytelling and picture books can make faith come alive for the children in our lives.  She will give examples of reading 

techniques and offer book suggestions that encourage conversations about God and faith, so kids can apply what they 

learn to their own lives.   

Couple to Couple  League Natural Family Planning  - Main Class Series    $135 per Couple 

Monday, January 7   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  

Register at http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841 

Financial assistance available – contact Julie Cook at Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

The Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a Fertility Awareness-Based Method for tracking 

fertility. Engaged & married couples are invited to learn this 99% effective, 100% natural alternative to birth control that 

is church-approved. Single women are also encouraged to register and gain insight into their cycles and overall health. 

Holy Brew for Adults in their 20s and 30s: What’s Brewing in Your Life? (Jan.) 

Thursday,  January 10   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

With Fr. René Constanza, CSP, Sr. Maria Serra Garcia, FSE & Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

“I Believe in the Holy Spirit.”  They are words we say together in the Creed every Sunday.  We say it when we make the 

sign of the cross: “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”. Yet, how much do we really know 

about the Holy Spirit, the third person of the trinity? Actually, here’s a better question: how much can we know about the 

Holy Spirit? Together we’ll look at and discuss what scripture says about these questions. We’ll reflect on ways that we 

can pray to and with the Holy Spirit.  Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email 

register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
https://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/event/gift/
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
mailto:Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
register@catholicinformationcenter.org


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 9 Bible Study date: November 30
th

   Acts 8:1 b-40       Answer Key 

Objectives of the Meeting 

1. To see how the Church  the Church begins to spread beyond Jerusalem.                                                      

2. To appreciate how events, evil in themselves, can still serve the Gospel and word for the good of believers                                                                                                                           

3. To become familiar with Philip and his ministry.                                                                             

4. To value the many ministries the Holy Spirit gives to spread the kingdom of God. 

Read Acts 8:1 b -8, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:    

a. Who were persecuting the Church and why were they doing so? (Knowledge) 

Footnote for 8:1 Precaution may have been limited to the Hellenistic Christians. Note Saul is listed in these verses. 

There were 2 groups of Jewish Christians: one group worshipped in Aramaic, the language which Jesus spoke; the 

other group of Jewish Christian worshipped in Greek and were called Hellenists.  

b.  How does God use persecution to foster the work of the Church? (Evaluation)      

It appears that God uses persecution for promoting the work of the Church by having certain persecuted 

individuals give witness to the Catholic faith in this way. 

c. What was Philip? (Knowledge) (Check out the Biblical Dictionary or Google Philip in Acts) 

Saint Philip the Evangelist appears several times in the Acts of the Apostles. He was one of the Seven chosen to care 

for the poor of the Christian community in Jerusalem (Acts 6). 

d. Who were the Samaritans? (Knowledge) Check out the Biblical Dictionary or Google Who are the Samaritans in Acts.) 

Samaritans are Israelite descendants of the Northern Israelite tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, who survived the 

destruction of the Kingdom of Israel (Samaria) by the Assyrians in 722 BCE.  

e. What do we learn about the preaching of the Good News in 8: 4-8? (Understanding) 

c. What was Philip? (Knowledge) (Check out the Biblical Dictionary or Google Philip in Acts) 

Saint Philip the Evangelist appears several times in the Acts of the Apostles. He was one of the Seven chosen to care 

for the poor of the Christian community in Jerusalem (Acts 6). 

d. Who were the Samaritans? (Knowledge) Check out the Biblical Dictionary or Google Who are the Samaritans in Acts.) 

Samaritans are Israelite descendants of the Northern Israelite tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, who survived the 

destruction of the Kingdom of Israel (Samaria) by the Assyrians in 722 BCE.  

e. What do we learn about the preaching of the Good News in 8: 4-8? (Understanding) 

We learn that the message of the Good News has expanded to Samaria along with the signs and wonders.  

Read Acts 8: 9-25, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:    

a. Do you think such things happen today when the Gospel is preached? Why of why not? (Evaluation) 

Don’t think we have a receptive audience as they did yet conversion happens. 

b. Summarize in your own words the story of Simon? (Knowledge) ) Check out the Biblical Dictionary in the back of your 

Bible or Google Simon the Magician in Acts.  

Simon the Sorcerer, or Simon the Magician is a religious figure whose confrontation with Peter is recorded 

in Acts 8:9–24. The act of simony, or paying for position and influence in the church, is named after Simon. 

c. Why do you think the author includes this story here? (Evaluation) 

Footnote indicates the story was included to show the miraculous chrisms possessed by members of the Christian 

community were not to be confused with the magic of sorcerers. 

d. Do you think people want to “buy” the power of the Holy Spirit today? If so, what forms does this buying take? 

(Evaluation) 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We often see people wanting power and will do anything to gain power. Seeking the power of the Holy Spirit 

doesn’t seem common is our culture today because of the lack of religious sensitivity and belief. 

e. From your knowledge of Scripture what is the difference between 1) the baptism of John, 2) The baptism of Jesus, 3) 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit? (Knowledge) 

Biblical Dictionary in the back of your Bible or Google the baptism of John, of Jesus, and of the Holy Spirit in Acts.  

Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after 

him, that is, in Jesus." 

The Baptism of Jesus is recorded in all four gospels. Jesus was baptized by John not because of his sinfulness, but as 

an example to us and to reveal to us that Jesus was the Son of God. 

Baptism with the Holy Spirit. ... As a result, Spirit baptism has been variously defined as part of the sacraments of 

initiation into the church, as being synonymous with regeneration, as being synonymous with Christian perfection, 

or as being a second work of grace that empowers a person for Christian life and service. 

f. Discuss the meaning of the baptism you received, referring to places in Scripture where it is described. (Application) 

Question omitted 

g. In the early Church what was the “imposition of hands?” (Knowledge) 

The imposition of hands was the customary way of designing a person for a task and invoking upon a divine 

blessing or power to perform it (Mt. l8: 10-11). Jesus used it when healing (Mt. 6:5). The apostles used it to confer 

the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17) and the priesthood ( 1 Tim 4:14). 

h. What is it today? (Knowledge) 

Question omitted 

Read Acts 8:26-40, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:     

a. How do you experience the power of the Spirit? (Application) 

Not in this way, but a “feeling” to do something; a calling to respond. Has something to do with our consciences.  

b. In your own words summarize the story of Philip and the Ethiopian? (Knowledge) 

There was an angel or messenger with a calling from God for Philip to seek him out, explain to him the meaning of 

the suffering servant passage of Isaiah. Baptized him and then the Holy Spirit “snatched” him away. Reminded the 

group of the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus when Jesus disappeared after the breaking of the 

bread. 

c. If you were Philip and you heard the Ethiopian reading the passage, how would you explain the meaning of the passage 

to him? (Understanding) 

Most of the men didn’t know how they would have explained the passage. 

d. I what ways could that passage be helpful in bringing people to the Lord Jesus today? (Evaluation) 

This passage reminds us that God calls us, we respond, and by reading God provides the understanding often 

through the words or comments of another person. Sounds like Bible Study 

e. What meaning does this story have for you personally? (Application) 

God is in charge. We need to listen and then act. 

 

 

 


