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From the Director of Faith 

Formation 

     Thursday,   November 7, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 45     

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

This week I would like to  

focus on the various  

opportunities we have to  

grow in our Catholic Faith.  

Each week there is a  

calendar of activities that  

are held at the Catholic Information 

Center.  You can find this list at the 

CIC schedule found on page 11 of 

this newsletter  

Many of the sessions are one time 

opportunities to take an evening 

away. Check it out. New activities are 

posted each week.  

Beginning this Sunday,  we are asking 

all parents who have children in 

grades 1-3 to come fifteen minutes 

early to classes at 5:15 pm to learn 

Christmas Songs for our December 15 

Christmas program.  

Mary Alice will be in the chapel in 

the church lower level where we hold 

daily Mass and where our first 

graders meet in order to teach the 

children these Christmas Songs.  

Those parents who have children in 

the upper graders can drop their off in 

the Brophy Center until their classes 

begin at 5:30 pm.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

Coming in January - Catechist 

     Training and Retreats 

We continue to look for volunteers  

to help us out for Children’s Liturgy  

of the Word during the 10:30 am.  

The Sunday morning parent volunteer only works one week during the month.    

Our need is urgent - we have openings for more volunteer leaders NOW! 

Contact Janet for more information or to schedule a time to meet with her. Use 

her email address at:  jdeboe@stjudes.net     

We are also encouraging parents or other adults especially active and retired 

teachers who may be interested in teaching to visit a classroom on Sunday 

evenings to observe one of our present volunteers teachers. We are hoping to 

have a workshop after Christmas to prepare future potential teachers for next 

fall’s classes. Come any Sunday, but phone Clem at 363-6897 or use his email 

at cschwartz@stjudes.net  to let us know when you want to visit.  

Beginning in January we will be working in conjunction with the diocese to get 

ready new catechists as well as enriching our present catechists. If you might 

want to join our volunteer catechists on Sunday evenings, please contact Clem 

and we will pay your registration fee to the January 11
 
all day workshop and 

retreat.  Phone Clem at 363-6897 or use his email at cschwartz@stjudes.net.  

Catechist Retreats  

& Skill Building Workshops 

A three part series will be offered on  

Saturdays: January 11
th

, February 29
th

  

and May 20
th

 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 pm   

at Conference Center at the Diocese of Grand Rapids (Cathedral Square) 360 

Division South Grand Rapids, MI 40503. The three retreats and skills building 

workshops offer new and experienced catechists the chance to grow spiritually, 

develop knowledge of the Catholic Faith and practice, earn certification 

credits, and gain a better understanding of the goals of catechesis such as: 

v Connecting faith & life   v Spiritual development stages   

v Learning environments   v Developing prayer practices  

v Classroom management   v Learning styles  

v Modeling Christian virtues   v Cultural diversity  

v Facilitator skills                 v Lesson Planning  

v Service and witness           

v Seeing the world sacramentally  

For more information contact Irene Strom at   

616-459-7267 ext. 1801 or Tammy Graves at  

616-288-0912.  
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Bishop Barron's Homily for the Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The story conveyed in our first reading from the second book of Maccabees is one that resonates up and  

down the ages, one that still stirs our hearts today. It’s the story of a martyr’s death. We can talk about  

heaven; we can speculate about it. We can write learned treatises about it, and we can hope for it. But up  

and down the centuries, it is the martyrs from the ancient Maccabees to the Christians slain by ISIS that  

most vividly witness to the promise of heaven. They literally bet their lives on it. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-martyrs-and-a-higher-world/5307/  

November 10, 2019  - Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week will be how Our God is a God of the living 

Read: 2 Maccabees 7:1-1,9-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5; Luke 20:27-38 

 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Lord our God, you sent your Son into the world to live with us as one of us, to heal, to teach, to 

sanctify, and to proclaim the Good News of the coming of the Kingdom. Help us to live our Baptism to the full, and to 

find ways to do what Jesus did: to bring joy and life wherever we go, to lift up the suffering , and to tell other people 

about the new life Jesus has brought us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word        (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare to hear the readings.  

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What did the martyrs know that led them to die for their faith? 

Do you notice examples around me either in popular culture or in your own life when popular opinion goes against 

religion and Christians are laughed at or disregarded. 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

The First Reading tells of seven brothers and their mother who had remarkable courage by dying for their faith. Did you 

know that is one of the many catacombs in Rome where early Christian martyrs were buried, there were about half a 

million martyrs? Many, many people have died for the exact same faith that brings you to Mass to hear the Word and 

receive the Eucharist. They know that God’s gift of salvation was worth dying for. Jesus promised eternal life – there will 

be no death , and many conventions we know here will be gone. We simply cannot imagine the joy that awaits us. Today 

in western culture our lives are rarely threatened for being Christians, but many people look down on religion. Are we 

willing to be martyrs by giving witness to the Christian life rather than what is socially acceptable? 

Act on the Word  

Many of us are called to be martyrs of a new kind these days. It’s likely no one will put us at knifepoint, but we may get 

teased or called a “prude” for being a faithful Catholic. We may notice that some popular people don’t want to be our 

friends, or that people mock the Church disrespectfully. That kind of martyrdom is hare to bear too! Today, write down all 

the things you imagine we will encounter when we ultimately receive the gift of eternal life. We cannot truly know until 

we get there, but knowing that there is something better than anything on earth can help us hold on to our faith when 

things get hard.  

The Living Word   2018-2019 Copyrighted  2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Used with permission. NABRE copyrighted 2010 CCD. 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-martyrs-and-a-higher-world/5307/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 10 - Thirty-Second 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/32nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-

sunday-connection 

In today's Gospel, we hear about an 

encounter between Jesus and some 

Sadducees. The Sadducees were a party of 

Judaism active in Jesus' time, descended 

from the priestly family of Zadok. They were 

literal interpreters of the written Law of 

Moses, which means that they were in 

disagreement with the position of the 

Pharisees, who offered an oral interpretation 

of the Law of Moses. 

The Sadducees are described in this Gospel 

as opponents to the belief in resurrection. In 

the dialogue presented here, we see an 

example of the means of disputation that was 

common in first century Judaism. The 

Sadducees use the example of Levirate 

marriage, found in the Law of Moses, to 

disprove belief in the resurrection. 

According to Deuteronomy 25:5-10, if a man 

died without producing an heir, the man's 

brother should marry his wife and the 

offspring of this union would inherit the 

property and carry on the name of the man 

who had died. The Sadducees use this as an 

example to challenge belief in the 

resurrection. 

Jesus argues from the same written Law of 

Moses to show that there is resurrection. 

Using the texts from the Book of Exodus 

(Chapter 3) that describe Moses' encounter 

with God in the burning bush, Jesus shows 

that God is the God of the living, not the 

dead. Here Jesus uses the same method and 

texts of the Sadducees to counter them. As 

the Gospel text suggests, he beat them at 

their own game! 

More importantly, in this discourse Jesus 

shows the limits of our imaginations when it 

comes to eternal life. The Sadducees argued 

against resurrection because of the limits of 

earthly existence. They did not imagine 

another possibility for existence and 

relationship with God. Jesus proposes that 

the possibilities of resurrected life are 

beyond our imaginations.  

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 20:27-38        http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/111019.cfm 

The Sadducees in Sunday’s Gospel challenge Jesus to take a stand on 

resurrection, a notion they did not accept. They cited a law that required a 

man to marry his brother’s widow in order to preserve the brother’s name. 

The law assumed a physical notion of living on through one’s children. 

Jesus argues, “God is God of the living.” He quotes God’s words to 

Moses, “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (Exodus 3:15) to 

emphasize that these people are alive to God. God is God of all who have 

lived as well as all people living now. The lesson here is to trust the future 

to the God who has given all life and who raised Jesus from the dead. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Children in our culture often know very little about death, dying, and 

eternal life. Take this opportunity to talk with your children about their 

thoughts, beliefs, maybe even their fears, about death and dying. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Children in our culture often know very little about death, dying, and 

eternal life. Take this opportunity to talk with your children about their 

thoughts, beliefs, maybe even their fears, about death and dying. 

In the Gospel this week, Jesus tells us that after we die, we will not need 

the same things we did when we were alive, but we will continue to have 

a relationship with God. You could use the example of a tree to help your 

children understand what Jesus tells us. When a tree is alive it needs 

water, soil, and sunlight. When the tree is used to make a table, a toy, or 

something else it has a new purpose. The tree no longer needs water, soil, 

or sunlight. Read together the short form of the Gospel, Luke 20:27, 34-

38. Tell your children about your hope and faith in the resurrection of the 

body and eternal life with God. Pray together for those in your family 

who have died and conclude by praying today's Psalm. 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/32nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

 

Did You Know… 

In today's Gospel, Jesus' conclusion  

suggests to spend time worrying about  

the resurrected life is to miss the point.  

The point is that eternal relationship with  

God is possible, for God is the God 

of the living, “. . . for to Him all are alive.” 

 
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:  
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All  

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/deuteronomy/deuteronomy25.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus3.htm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/20
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thirty-Second  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Second  Reading 

2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5 

 

Rock-Solid Paul 

 

St. Paul seems invincible. He authored a series of letters 

of towering importance for Christianity. He devoted his 

entire life to the Gospel. He traveled amid great hardship, 

endured ship- wreck and imprisonment, and debated the 

truth with friend and foe alike. Throughout it all, it 

seemed as though nothing could stop him. 

 

We all know people like that. They are great leaders, 

committed to a cause, who persevere in the midst of 

natural and human obstacles to obtain the prize they seek. 

Solid as a rock, they invite admiration. 

 

St. Paul was like that. But once in a while, we see a 

different Paul, a more human Paul, one who needed help 

to stay the course. The Second Letter to the Thessalonians 

comes from Paul and some of his companions. They had 

success in Thessalonica, and they hoped it would repeat 

elsewhere. But there were obstacles. “Brothers and sisters, 

pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may speed 

forward and be glorified, as it did among you, and that we 

may be delivered from perverse and wicked people, for 

not all have faith.” 

 

“Not all have faith.” In those few words hide a world of 

sorrow, disappointment, and pain. Not all have faith. Not 

everyone believes as we do, and it is sometimes hard to 

persevere. Paul seemed invincible, but only because he 

relied on the help of others, who prayed for him in his 

distress. 

Thirty-Second  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First  Reading 

2 Maccabees 7:1–2, 9–14 

 

A Cause Worth Dying For 

 

They called the World War II generation “the greatest 

generation” because they were willing to sacrifice 

everything for the cause of their country. Subsequent 

generations became more pampered. They were more 

accustomed to receive, rather than to sacrifice. The World 

War II generation was ready to die for what they believed 

in. Later generations may not get up off the couch for 

anything. 

 

Heroism comes from strong belief. If you believe in 

something strongly enough, you will sacrifice your life for 

it. You might give up your life for your spouse or your 

child. But would you be ready to give it up for your 

country or for your faith? 

 

The Second Book of Maccabees tells an extraordinary tale 

of a family who died rather than eat pork. Pork! They 

realized that to do so would betray the faith of their 

ancestors. They were ready to be tortured and killed in 

order to encourage others to keep the faith they had 

received. 

 

In their distress, they held out hope in a resurrection in 

which all that was wrong would be made right again. 

They held this belief even before the coming of Christ, 

who would reveal the nature of the resurrection to his 

believers. 

 

As Christians we hold faith in the greatest gift of all, 

eternal life. Are you willing to lose your life for this 

cause? Would you give up your life to inspire others and 

to gain an everlasting reward? 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year C 

© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary 

for Mass © 2001, CCD. 
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The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

https://store.wordonfire.org/collections/dvd-blu-ray-cd/products/fulton-flannery-dvd Click to order the complete set... 

Today's price for the complete set is $64.95 

https://store.wordonfire.org/collections/dvd-blu-ray-cd/products/fulton-flannery-dvd


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Biden denied communion at South Carolina 

parish over abortion stance 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/biden-

reportedly-denied-communion-at-sc-parish-94362 

 

Washington D.C., Oct 30, 2019 / 04:08 pm (CNA).- A 

policy in the Diocese of Charleston, South Carolina 

requires priests to withhold the Eucharist from politicians 

and political candidates who support legal protection for 

abortion. 

“Catholic public officials who consistently support abortion 

on demand are cooperating with evil in a public manner. 

By supporting pro-abortion legislation they participate in 

manifest grave sin, a condition which excludes them from 

admission to Holy Communion as long as they persist in 

the pro-abortion stance,” says a 2004 decree signed jointly 

by the bishops of Atlanta, Charleston, and Charlotte. 

“We declare that Catholics serving in public life espousing 

positions contrary to the teaching of the Church on the 

sanctity and inviolability of human life, especially those 

running for or elected to public office, are not to be 

admitted to Holy Communion in any Catholic church 

within our jurisdictions: the Archdiocese of Atlanta, the 

Dioceses of Charleston and Charlotte.” 

“We undertake this action to safeguard the sacred dignity 

of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, to reassure the 

faithful, and to save sinners,” the decree adds. 

The decree, “Worthy to Receive the Lamb: Catholics in 

Political Life and the Reception of Holy 

Communion,” established policy for the Diocese of 

Charleston, where presidential candidate Joe Biden was 

denied the Eucharist on Sunday. 

At St. Anthony Catholic Church in Florence, South 

Carolina, pastor Fr. Robert Morey denied Biden Holy 

Communion Oct. 27, while the Catholic presidential 

candidate was campaigning nearby that weekend and had 

attended Sunday Mass. 

“Sadly, this past Sunday, I had to refuse Holy Communion 

to former Vice President Joe Biden,” Morey explained in a 

statement sent to CNA. “Holy Communion signifies we are 

one with God, each other and the Church. Our actions 

should reflect that,” he stated. 

Pope Francis: The saints show that real people 

can be holy  

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-
saints-show-that-real-people-can-be-holy-pope-
francis-says-17248 

 

Vatican City, Nov 1, 2019 / 05:45 am (CNA).- The saints 

were real people whose strength to face daily challenges 

came from the grace of Jesus Christ, showing that 

everyone can be holy, Pope Francis said  on the Feast of 

All Saints Day. 

“The saints of all times, which we all celebrate together 

today, are not simply symbols, distant human beings, 

unreachable,” he said. 

“On the contrary, they are people who have lived with 

their feet on the ground,” he said. “They have experienced 

the daily toil of existence with its successes and its 

failures, finding in the Lord the strength to always get up 

and continue the journey.” 

The saints demonstrate that holiness is not achieved alone, 

he said, but “is the fruit of the grace of God and of our free 

response to it.” 

Pope Francis spoke about holiness in a message before the 

Angelus, which he led in honor of the Solemnity of All 

Saints. He stated that holiness is not only a gift from God, 

it is the “common vocation of the disciples of Christ.” 

He explained that responding to God’s call to be holy, and 

accepting the gift of his grace, means taking “a serious and 

daily commitment to sanctification in the conditions, 

duties and circumstances of our life, trying to live 

everything with love and with charity.” 

The Church, he said, has many examples of how to live 

with charity, both in the canonized saints in heaven as well 

as those who live in one’s community and are witnesses of 

holiness “next door.” 

Holiness, the pope said, “is the path of fullness that every 

Christian is called to follow in the faith, proceeding 

towards the final goal: the definitive communion with God 

in eternal life.” 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/biden-reportedly-denied-communion-at-sc-parish-94362
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/biden-reportedly-denied-communion-at-sc-parish-94362
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://1z1bef2t6k8q3w96xp2i4xwi-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Worthy_to_Receive_the_Lamb.pdf
https://1z1bef2t6k8q3w96xp2i4xwi-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Worthy_to_Receive_the_Lamb.pdf
https://1z1bef2t6k8q3w96xp2i4xwi-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Worthy_to_Receive_the_Lamb.pdf
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/biden-reportedly-denied-communion-at-sc-parish-94362
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/biden-reportedly-denied-communion-at-sc-parish-94362
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/biden-reportedly-denied-communion-at-sc-parish-94362
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-saints-show-that-real-people-can-be-holy-pope-francis-says-17248
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-saints-show-that-real-people-can-be-holy-pope-francis-says-17248
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-saints-show-that-real-people-can-be-holy-pope-francis-says-17248
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 November 7
th

  Thursday 

* 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

*  5:00 to 8:00 pm ASA Conferences in the School Gym 

* 8:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym  

November 8
th

 Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the church 

* 12:00 to 8:00 pm ASA Eaglefest Set-up  

November 9
th

  Saturday 

 * 3:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Mass 

* 5:00 to 11:30 pm ASA Eaglefest Benefit Dinner and 

Auction    

November 10
th

    Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses  

 * Children’s Liturgy of the Word and the Lord’s Lamb’s 

during the 10:30 am Mass 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ 

Sunday Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

 * 12:45 pm Adult Choir practice in the church lower level 

 * 5:15 pm Grades 1-3 singing practice in church lover level 

 * Sunday night classes for grades 1-8 5:30 to 7:00 pm  

  

 November 11
th

  Monday                                                                                      
* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel                                                                               

* 6:30 to 8:00 pm Living Our Strengths in the Brophy 

Center 

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus 

Center 

 November 12
th

  
 
Tuesday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the church 

* 5:00-8:00 pm ASA Conferences in the School/Gym 

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus in the Millennium 

Conference Room 

*8:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym  

November 13
th

   Wednesday 

* 8:00 am to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Group in the Thaddeus 

Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the church  

 * 6:30 – 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center 

 * 6:45 to 8:45 pm Adult Choir practice in the church 

lower level 

 

 

  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays  

 each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including   

 non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for November 10, 2019      

The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with Song: Eternal Life    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbO7dMjfz4w  

 

Younger children may begin to have questions and fears about what happens when we die. Our faith reassures us of 

eternal life with God.   

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Just like the butterfly, we go through many changes throughout our lives. As we grow, we go to new schools, and 

make new friends. We grow up and have families. We might move to a new place. Throughout all these transformations, 

one thing never changes—God is always with us. Our faith tells us that even when we die, our life is changed, but it does 

not end.  

Say: In today’s Gospel, some people ask Jesus what happens when people die.   

Read the short form of the Gospel, Luke 20:27, 34–38. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EMuogQtb-g  

Say: Jesus tells us that that when we die, we have eternal life with God in heaven.   

Conclude by thanking Jesus for showing us the way to eternal life with God.   

Conclude by listen and singing The Summons https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0aAkOe87mo  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song I am the Resurrection https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJtZaUHn_M0  

Our appreciation for the eternal is often limited by our experiences. This is something that children learn as they mature. 

In today's Gospel, Jesus applies this thought to some people's conceptions about life after death. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your children to imagine what happens after a person dies. Let them elaborate on what they think or what they 

have heard others say. 

Say to your family: There are many things that we do not know about our life after we die, but the most important things 

we do know. 

Explain to your family: The Sadducees were a group within Judaism in Jesus' time. As the Gospel tells us, they did not 

believe in resurrection. Other groups within Judaism in Jesus' time did believe in resurrection. Some Sadducees tested 

Jesus with a question about what happens after a person dies; their question had to do with marriage. Jesus' answer 

suggests that life after death will be different from our life on earth. Let's listen to today's Gospel and hear something that 

Jesus said about resurrection 

Invite a volunteer to read, the Gospel for today in its short form, Luke 20:27, 34-38. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EMuogQtb-g  

Ask: What were some of the things that Jesus suggested about life after death?[Allow all reasonable answers.] Then 

suggest the following: Jesus' response to the Sadducees shows that we sometimes miss the most important things about 

what God has planned for us because we get stuck in the details of human existence. Jesus wants us to open our minds 

and hearts to the possibilities that God has in store for us. Our imaginations are too small when it comes to God! 

Say: Our faith tells us that when we die our life is changed, but it is not ended. This is good news because we know that 

we will continue to share a relationship with God even after our death. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbO7dMjfz4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EMuogQtb-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0aAkOe87mo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJtZaUHn_M0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EMuogQtb-g


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Conclude by praying together for those who have died. 

Conclude by listening and singing The Summons https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0aAkOe87mo  

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with Song: I am the Resurrection https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJtZaUHn_M0  

Young people have vivid imaginations. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus challenges us to broaden our minds and use our 

imaginations to consider life beyond this earthly life. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Talk about how businesses and organizations develop long-range plans for where they hope to be in the years to come. 

Direct your children to create long-range plans for themselves. Have them describe in a few words or sentences where 

they hope to be in 5 years, 10 years, and 20 years. 

 Talk about how important it is for us to have hope if we want to achieve our goals. 

Say: As Christians, our hope is grounded in our belief in the resurrection of the dead. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus 

encounters some people who do not believe in resurrection. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud Luke 20:27-38 Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EMuogQtb-g 

Say: Jesus' response to the Sadducees shows that sometimes we miss the most important things about what God has 

planned for us because we get stuck in the details of human existence. Jesus wants us to open our minds and hearts to the 

possibilities that God has in store for us. Our faith tells us that when we die our life is changed, not ended. This is good 

news because we know that we will continue to share a relationship with God even after our death.  

Conclude by praying together for those who have died. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing The Summons https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0aAkOe87mo  

    The Summons     by John L. Bell & Graham Maule 

 

    Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?       

    Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

    Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 

    Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

    Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

    Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

    Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

    Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

    Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

    Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

    Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 

    and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

    Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 

    Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

    Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

    through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

    Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

    Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

    In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 

    Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0aAkOe87mo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJtZaUHn_M0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EMuogQtb-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0aAkOe87mo
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           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

               November, 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Holy Brew: What’s Brewing in Your Life? (Nov) 

Thursday,  November 7,   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm                      Meet at Peppino’s Sports Grille  

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP              130 Ionia Avenue SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      

At Holy Brew we come together one Thursday a month over a meal and a pint to talk through various topics. Come on 

your own or bring a friend.  As Catholics, we believe our church’s tradition and teaching can guide us through this 

formative time of our life. When we share our own experiences and listen to the journeys of other young adults, we trust 

that the Holy Spirit speaks to our hearts and gives us the strength to life authentic Christian lives.  

Biblical Training Institute for Michigan Catholics 2019 

Wednesday,  November 9,  8:30 pm  -  3:00 pm                    Cost is $75.00 

With Speaker:  Pauline Viviano, PhD        Register at:  catholicinformationcenter.org/bible 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      
Dr. Viviano discusses the Old Testament—People in the Book: Ancestors; Inspired Leaders; Kings & Prophets; Israelite 

Women.   

Meeting My Neighbor 

Monday,  November 11,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm                       

With Yolanda Ramirez 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

The topic of immigration has become one of the most complicated topics of our times.   Join us as we explore what it 

means to be an immigrant in today’s world. Learn how immigrants have been woven into the social fabric of our nation 

and how to meet our neighbors with compassion. This presentation will be bilingual, beginning with a short documentary 

in Spanish with English subtitles.   

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  November 13,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm             Cost is $15.00 and includes the book:  "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Monday,  November 18,  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm          

With Jonathan Hicks   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Catholic in Recovery seeks to serve those suffering from addictions and unhealthy attachments through the help of twelve 

step recovery, scriptural reflection, and the sacramental love and mercy provided through the Catholic Church. The goal 

of every group encounter and interaction is connection—connection with others who have struggled or still struggle from 

a similar state as well as connection to Jesus Christ, the Lord that delivers new life.  (No reservation necessary)  

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  November 20,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm             Cost is $15.00 and includes the book:  "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth. 

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=c8087de3-11c7-480c-b2f6-5df1ee368b24
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


