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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

We have talking about  

Matthew Kelly’s latest  

book: The Biggest Lie in 

the History of Christianity.  

You have been waiting for  

the  book like the Hebrew  

people were waiting for  

the Messiah to come.  

When will you have time to read a 

book during these busy days of 

preparing for Christmas? That is the 

very point of passing on to you a free 

book to read. Take five minutes each 

day to read. Find a place where you 

can isolate yourself and hide from 

everyone else and all those “to do 

lists.” Make it your central practice 

for this season of Advent. 

Once again those folks at Dynamic 

Catholic are offering a free e-mail 

program to enrich us with becoming a 

“better version of ourselves” to make 

this the BEST ADVENT EVER! 

Take another five minutes to check 

these videos out each day. See page 8 

to sign up for these free emails and 

videos.  

Let’s hope when Christmas comes we 

will be able to offer our Savior the 

gift of ourselves, a slightly better 

version of ourselves to give to Jesus 

on his birthday!  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  

 

Advent Begins Sunday, December 2 

This Sunday,  December 2 is the First Sunday  

of Advent. Each year at this time the Liturgical  

calendar switches to the beginning of a new year.  

There are three cycles A, B and C in the Liturgical  

Calendar. We just completed Cycle B, where we  

read Mark’s Gospel most of the Sundays of the year. We are in Cycle C, 

where we will read Luke’s Gospel most of the Sundays of the year. As with all 

the Cycles, John’s Gospel will be read on the most holy of the various 

celebrations during the year like Easter and some of the Sundays during Lent.  

 Most of us know that the Season of Advent is a time set aside to get ready for 

the coming of Jesus. The emphasis of the First Sunday of Advent is “stay 

awake and be ready” as we prepare ourselves for the second coming of the 

Lord. The first coming is the Christmas celebration. The second coming is 

when the King, Jesus, which we celebrated last Sunday, comes “to judge the 

living and the dead.” Then John the Baptist comes on the scene and speaks 

about the coming of Jesus. John is referring to the beginning of the ministry of 

Jesus and “preparing the way of the Lord.” Advent concludes with the angel 

announcing to Mary that she will be the Mother of the Messiah, the anointed 

one or Christ. 

Advent Prayer 

May we suggest that you recite the following prayer as a family each day? 

Lord God,  

It's hard to wait. All around me Christmas is in the stores, on radio, and TV.  

Give me the patience to await your coming and to recognize you. 

O Wisdom, God who teaches us how to live,  

O Ruler of the House of Israel, God who gave us the Ten Commandments,  

O Root of Jesse, God who is all loving, 

O Key of David, God who freed us from sin and darkness, 

O King of the Gentiles, God who created us from dust, 

O Emmanuel, with the Church and the world I pray, 

 “Come Lord Jesus, hurry to save us.”  

Amen.  
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Pause and sing O Come, O Come Emmanuel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4   or pause to listen to the 

Piano Guys   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE  

Or if you are using an Advent wreath in your home here is the background on its use and the prayer for the first week. 

THE ADVENT WREATH ceremony takes place in the home when the family is gathered together during the main meal. 

It is a time to remember the First Coming of Christ and to anticipate His Second Coming. The symbols of the Advent 

wreath can be described as: 

The Circle of the Wreath: God Himself, His eternity and His endless mercy, without beginning, nor end.                                                                                                                                           

The Green of the Wreath: Our hope of newness, renewal and eternal life.                                      

Light of the Candles: The Light of God that came into the world through Christ to bring newness, life and hope.                                                                                                                           

Lighting the Candles: The progressive departure of darkness from the world as the more and more light is shed through 

the candles.                                                                                                    

Four Candles: The four weeks of Advent, representing the four centuries between the time of the Prophet Malachi and the 

birth of Christ.                                                                                         

Three Colored (purple or blue) Candles: A period of waiting, expectation and preparation.        

The First Candle: A time of expectation and hope.                                                                         

The Second Candle: The peace that is to come.                                                                                    

The Pink (or Rose) Candle for the Third Week: It symbolizes joy for the promise is almost fulfilled.                                                                                                                                             

The Fourth Candle: The love of God for mankind.                                                                                

The Fifth White Candle: Called the "Center Candle" is lit on Christmas Eve or Day to display that the light of Christ 

has come into the world in fulfillment of the prophecies. 

The Blessing of the Advent Wreath The following is one example of many available ceremonies, prayers and devotions 

that are associated with the tradition of the blessing of the Advent wreath. 

Leader: Our help is in the Name of the Lord.                                                                                  

 All: Who has made Heaven and earth. 

Leader: Let us pray: "O God, by whose Word all things are made holy, pour forth Your blessing upon this wreath, and 

grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ."    All: Amen. 

Prayer for the First Week of Advent 

Leader: The Lord is our faith and our life.                                                                                             

All: May the Lord's peace be with us all.                                                                                      

Leader: And His love shine in our hearts.                                                                                         

All: Our hope is in the coming of the Lord.  

One purple candle is lit (traditionally by the youngest child; however, you may want all of your children to share in this 

activity). During the rest of the week, this candle is relit at the evening meal or whenever the family gathers together. 

Leader: Let us pray: that our faith may be strengthened for the coming of the Lord. (Pause for silent prayer.)  Father in 

Heaven, our hearts desire the warmth of your love and our minds are searching for the light of your Word. Increase our 

longing for Christ our Savior and give us the strength to grow in our faith so that the day of His coming may find us 

prepared and filled with joy.                 

All: Amen. 

Suggested Readings from the Holy Bible: Isaiah 11:1-10;  Luke: 1:26-38; Isaiah 7:10-14  Matthew 1:18-24  

Bishop Barron’s  Sunday Radio Homily 

Our Gospel for this first Sunday of Advent begins where the readings for the end of last liturgical year left off, namely, 

with apocalyptic musings. We're encouraged to look for the Son of Man, coming on the clouds of heaven, which signals 

the end of the world as we know it. But the Son of man is coming on the clouds of heaven even now in the life of the 

Church. Even now the true king, the successor of David, is in our midst. But we need eyes trained by the liturgy to see him. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/advent-and-the-shaking-of-the-kingdoms/4998/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/advent-and-the-shaking-of-the-kingdoms/4998/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

 November 29
th

 Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in church 

 * 7:00 to 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study in N-10 in the school  

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

  

 November  30
th

 Friday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

  

 December 1
st
   Saturday                                                                                                                          

 * 2:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

  

 December 2
nd

   Sunday 

 * 8:30 and 10:30 am Masses 

 * 10:30 am Mass: Lord’s Lambs  

 and Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 * 5:00 to 6: 45 pm Rite of Christian Initiation for  

 Children (RCIC) - Kelly Conference Room 

 * 5:30 to 7:00 pm Sunday evening weekly classes resume  

 for public school students in grades 1-8. 

       

 December 3
rd

  Monday  

 * 8:30 am Communion Service in chapel 

 * 6:30 to 8:00 pm Living Your Strengths - Brophy Center 

 (behind the walls) 

 * 7:30 to 8:45 pm Women’s Bible Study - Thaddeus Center 

      

December 4
th

  Tuesday 
 * 8:30 am School Mass in church 

* 7:30 -8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Room 

* 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym 

     

December 5
th

  Wednesday 
 * 8:00 am Senior Men’s Club - Thaddeus Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

     

 December 6
th

  Thursday 

* 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or contact Sue 

Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email 

swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

 December 2 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-

sunday-of-advent-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which 

is also the first Sunday of the new liturgical 

year. The Advent season includes the four 

Sundays that precede Christmas. Advent is a 

time of preparation for the coming of the 

Lord. In this season, we recall two central 

elements of our faith: the final coming of the 

Lord in glory and the incarnation of the Lord 

in the birth of Jesus. The key themes of the 

Advent season are watchful waiting, 

preparation, and justice. 

In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of 

Luke will be the primary Gospel proclaimed 

(Lectionary Cycle C). Today's Gospel is 

taken from the last chapter before the 

passion narrative in which Jesus is teaching 

in the Temple. We hear Jesus speak to his 

disciples about the need for vigilance and 

prayer as they wait for the coming of the 

Son of Man in glory. This passage marks the 

conclusion of a lengthy dialogue in which 

Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple 

in Jerusalem, warns about the persecution 

and tribulations to follow, and identifies the 

signs that will signal the coming of the Son 

of Man in glory. 

At the time, many Christians interpreted this 

event as an indication that Jesus' second 

coming was near. Though Jesus predicts a 

time of destruction and fear, Jesus indicates 

that others will be frightened; Jesus' 

disciples are not to fear, but are to stand tall. 

Yet Jesus does not promise deliverance from 

anxiety or tribulations. He encourages his 

disciples to pray for strength. The early 

Christian communities did not find 

consolation in the promise of a utopia, nor 

should we. Instead, we find in our Christian 

faith the means by which we witness to 

God's unfailing love for us in all 

circumstances. 

Jesus' predictions about the end times may 

sound dire , but in his person and in his 

message, those who heard Jesus found 

strength and consolation. Like the first 

Christians, we may encounter events and 

circumstances that could lead us to despair. 

Through prayer, however, we find strength 

and consolation in Jesus' words. 

 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 21:25-28,34-36   http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120218.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

Jesus teaches his disciples to be vigilant so that they will be ready when 
the Son of Man comes in glory. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

In today's Gospel, Jesus warns his disciples against the fatigue that can 

emerge if one becomes consumed by the anxieties of daily life. Many 

families are too familiar with the kind of fatigue Jesus refers to here. We 

may be concerned about a family member's health, our job security, our 

children's education, or any number of other concerns. All these are 

important matters. Jesus does not promise an end to daily worries and 

fears, but he does teach his disciples that they will have the strength to 

withstand anxiety if they stay focused on him, remaining vigilant for his 

return and praying for strength to endure all tribulations. Through 

prayer, God helps us stay focused on that which is most important in our 

lives. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

As you gather as a family, recall the tradition of making New Year's 

resolutions in preparation for the new calendar year. Observe that today is 

the first Sunday of Advent, which is the beginning of the new Church 

year. During the season of Advent, our Gospel readings ask us to consider 

what is most important to us as we prepare for Jesus' coming, at his birth 

and at the end of time. Read today's Gospel, Luke 21:25-28,34-36. Jesus 

describes signs that may disturb many people, but he says that these 

should not to disturb his disciples. Why? (because these signs indicate 

that redemption is near) What does Jesus say that his disciples should do? 

(Be vigilant and pray for strength.) At this start of the new Church year, 

consider as a family what “Advent resolutions” your family might make 

to help you stay focused so that you will be prepared to receive the 

salvation we celebrate at Jesus' birth and anticipate at Jesus' second 

coming. Pray together for God's help in following through on these 

resolutions. Pray together today's psalm, Psalm 25. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/first-sunday-of-advent-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... Jesus' predictions about the end times may  

sound dire , but in his person and in his message,  

those who heard Jesus found strength and  

consolation.  

Examination of Conscience... 

Do I pray regularly to find strength and  

consolation in Jesus' words? 

Have I experienced God's unfailing love? 

In what ways?  

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/112915.cfm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      To order - Click on this link:  https://dynamiccatholic.com/dying-to-be-happy-hardcover 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/dying-to-be-happy-hardcover


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Kelly’s Newest Book 

“The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity”  

Is Coming to St. Jude’s Parish 

    This week we would like to share with you Matthew Kelly’s overview  

    of Chapters 9 and 11 from his new book, “The Biggest Lie in the History  

    of Christianity.”   

    Hopefully, by this weekend the 240 FREE copies of the paperback 

    version have arrived for distribution to our parishioners and  

    Christmas visitors as a Christmas gift to you and to our visitors.  

Take a FREE copy for yourself and a copy for someone you love. Give the book to them for Christmas.  

Don’t Tell Me, Show Me  

You turn on the news, you look on the Internet at news, you hear people talking about world events—there's a lot of bad 

stuff going on out there. The reality is, is that life is messy. The world's getting messier. People's lives are getting more 

dysfunctional. They're not getting more functional. The world’s not becoming more functional; it's becoming less 

functional. The truth is, is that this actually presents a great opportunity for Christianity. 

You see, the first Christians changed the world because people could see so clearly the difference between Christianity and 

what was going on in the world. If we actually live our faith, if we actually live Christianity, it's incredibly attractive to 

people and it differentiates Christianity from all that's going on in the world. So let's get out there. Let's live our faith. Let's 

let people know we're Christian—not by screaming it from the rooftops. If we know anything about this culture, we know 

we live in a culture that's screaming at Christians, “Don't tell me. Show me.” So let's get out there. Let's live our 

Christianity. Let's live authentic lives. And let's teach everyone in our local church how to do the same, and in order to do 

that we've got to get beyond the biggest lie in the history of Christianity. 

Are You Sleepwalking?  

Are you awake? Are you awake, or are you sleepwalking? I think sometimes we just sort of stumble through life, really 

unconsciously. I think sometimes we just sleepwalk. Now, one of the things God's saying to us is, “Wake up.” One of the 

things God’s saying to us is, “Stop sleepwalking through life.” You see, God doesn't want us to be sleepwalking through 

life. God doesn't want us to sleep. He wants us to wake up. He wants us to live life very consciously. 

If you borrow your spouse's car, when you take it back, do you take it back with the gas tank empty, or do you take it back 

with the gas tank full? It’s a little thing, right? But that tells me if we're awake, it tells me if we’re asleep, it tells me if 

we’re aware, it tells me if we're conscious, it tells us tells me if we're unconscious. 

You see, God wants us to live a life of incredible awareness. When you walk into the room, any room, he wants you to 

notice who's the person in the room who's suffering the most. He wants you to notice that person so you can go over, you 

can love on that person, you can encourage that person, you can help that person come out of their pain, their suffering, so 

that they leave that room in a different state than what they came into. 

Christians, you and me, we're called to change the world. One moment at a time, one day at a time, one situation at a time.  

But we've got to stop sleepwalking. We’ve got to wake up. We’ve got to wake up. And in order to wake up, we absolutely 

have to know what the biggest lie in the history of Christianity is, we have to kick the biggest lie in the history of 

Christianity out of our lives, and we have to help other people to do the same thing. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Men’s Bible Study on the Acts of the Apostles 

Last Thursday was Thanksgiving. As promised in last week’s newsletter here in the section on Acts which the men studied 

on November 15
th

. The answer key is found at the end of the newsletter. Come join us this evening for another study of 

Acts. We meet in Room N-10 in the school from 7:00 p.m. to 8:45 pm.  

Note: Women can join the guys if they wish!!! 

Unit 8  Bible Study date: November 15
th

  Acts 6:1-8:1 a      

Objectives of the Meeting 

1. To understand how ministries developed in the Church                                                            

2. To see how the Church is the fulfillment of prophecy                                                               

3. To learn about Stephen the great martyr                                                                                

4. To value the mystical in religious experience 

Read Acts 6:1-7, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:    

a. Discuss what happens in 6:1-7 (Knowledge)  

b. What does this passage tell us about the early Church community? (Understanding)           

c. What parallels do you see between these events and the Church in our own times? (Evaluation) 

 Read Acts 6:8-15, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:    

a. Who were the opponents of Stephen? (Knowledge)  

b. Why do you think they made the charges against him? (Understanding) 

c. Discuss the meaning of the phrase: “his face appeared to them like the face of an angel.” (6:15 and 7:55) 

(Understanding) 

Read Acts 7:1-54, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:     

a. Why did Stephen give the long history of the Israelites? (Understanding) 

b. Compare Stephen’s speech (7:1-54) with Peter’s (2:14-36). How are they similar? How are they different? (Knowledge)  

c. Do we get a different picture of Moses here than in Exodus? If so, what are the differences? Or similarities? (cf. Exodus 

4:10-17 (Understanding) 

Read Acts 7:55-8:1 a, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:   

a. What does the stoning of Stephen tell you about the life of the early Church? (Understanding) 

b. Do you think we are in danger of being martyred today? Why or why not?  (Evaluation)  

c. What did we learn about Saul in this passage? Who was Saul? (Knowledge)  

d. Do you think people can gaze into haven today? If so, how? (Evaluation) 

e. Have you ever “gazed into heaven”? If so, what was the experience like? (Application) 

See the Answer Key on page 14 of this newsletter. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on this link to sign up for this FREE Program... 

   https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever
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'13 Reasons Why' could influence suicidal teens, 

says study 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/13-reasons-why-

could-influence-suicidal-teens-says-study-81093 

 

Washington D.C., Nov 23, 2018 / 04:00 am (CNA).- A new 

study from the University of Michigan warns that the 

popular--and controversial--Netflix show “13 Reasons Why” 

could influence teens who are considering suicide. 

The show, which is an adaptation of the 2007 Jay Asher 

young adult novel of the same name, tells the story of 17-

year-old Hannah Baker and the aftermath of her suicide. 

Baker left behind a series of audiotapes she had recorded 

prior to her death implicating people she said were the 

reasons why she chose to end her life. 

When the show was released on Netflix last year, it was 

criticized for its on-screen depiction of suicide and the overall 

tone of the series. Catholic leaders urged “extreme caution” 

regarding the show, and Suicide Awareness Voices of 

Education, a nonprofit that aims to prevent suicide, said that 

they feared the show may do “more harm than good.” 

The show’s second season, which was released in May, was 

shown with a disclaimer that instructed younger viewers to 

watch the show with an adult and to seek help if they had 

suicidal thoughts. 

Now, a recently-published study supports some of these fears. 

The study “13 Reasons Why: Viewing Patterns and Perceived 

Impact Among Youths at Risk of Suicide,” published Nov. 21 

in Psychiatry Online, surveyed 87 suicidal teenagers aged 13 

to 17 who were taken to the emergency department. 

As part of the survey, teens were asked 44 questions related 

to the show, including who they watched it with and how 

they were influenced by its story. If a person reported that 

they had not previously heard of the show, they were not 

asked any more questions in order to avoid drawing attention 

to the series. Of the 87 people surveyed, 43 of them said that 

they had watched at least one episode of the show. Of those 

who had watched the show, 21 of them said that they 

believed it heightened their suicide risk. 

 

 

 

  

  

Human freedom is a gift from God, Pope 

Francis says 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/human-

freedom-is-a-gift-from-god-pope-francis-says-97930 

 

Vatican City, Nov 22, 2018 / 11:05 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- To be able to take “risks” in helping others is 

a gift of the freedom received from God the Father 

and revealed through Jesus Christ, Pope Francis said 

in a video message Thursday. 

“Human freedom discovers itself to the fullest when it 

understands that it is generated and sustained by the 

loving freedom of the Father, revealed in the Son in 

the face of Mercy. Under his compassionate gaze, 

every man can always resume the path of the ‘risk of 

freedom.’” 

“Dear friends, I wish you to be free people and not to 

be afraid of spending yourselves and getting your 

hands dirty to do good and help those in need,” the 

pope said Nov. 22. 

Pope Francis’ message was sent for the start of an 

Italian conference on the social doctrine of the 

Church, being held in Verona Nov. 22-25. The eighth 

edition of the “Festival of Social Doctrine,” is on the 

theme of “the risk of freedom.” 

“To risk, in fact, means to get involved. And this is 

our first call,” he said. “Together we must work to 

eliminate what deprives men and women of the 

treasure of freedom.” 

Catholics must also rediscover what it means to be 

free, and to work to “preserve the common home that 

God has given us,” he emphasized, noting that “The 

world needs free people!” 

In his message, the pope underlined three situations in 

which he believes men and women are not putting 

their God-given freedom to good use – in poverty, the 

domination of technology, and consumerism. Poverty, 

which he said continues to be perpetuated by 

injustices around the world, causes waste and reduces 

men and women to “surplus.” 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholic-leaders-urge-extreme-caution-for-new-netflix-series-31586
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING THE WORD:       December 2,  2018      First Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 23:14-16  1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2            Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Click on Bishop Barron’s Radio homily: https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/advent-and-the-shaking-of-

the-kingdoms/4998/  

Pray with the Word       (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

O God, you are the way, the truth, and the light. You are never far from us. Fill us with your grace, calm our every fear, 

and be present to us in everything that we do. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 Prepare for the Word (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

If you only had one week left to live, what is the one things you would most want to change in yourself? Why? 

What do you need to do in order to make this change happen? 

Reflect on the Word             (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Today’s readings are a roadmap that shows how to become the people God intends us to be. In the First Reading, God 

reveals his great love for all people. He will never give up on us, and he waits for us with perfect love, no matter what 

sins we have committed or what struggles we have.  In the Second Reading, St Paul says that love will strengthen our 

hearts  when Jesus comes at the end of time. He tells Christians to obey God’s commands as they go about their lives.  

The Gospel tells us that those who have not followed the Lord’s invitation to love will be shaken and die. However, 

those who listen and take action to love one another will not die, but will be given eternal life. We all need 

transformation, and no matter how afraid we are to hand over our problems and sins for God, he knows us and love us 

more that he remembers our sins. He comes to us at every Mass with his hands full of blessings and he humbly waits to 

receive our love and attention – even if we are unresponsive or are thinking of other things. God never abandons us 

when we need him. If is up to us to make the commitment to spend time with him, get to know him, and let him 

strengthen us. Like every friendship, the time we spend with God will help us to love him. When we give him time, we 

will fall in love with him and our hearts will desire to serve him in all we do. 

Act on the Word (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.) 

Take ten minutes today in a quiet place to ask yourself: if the world were ending next week, what would be the one 

things you most want to change in yourself to love better? Is there a person you are sometimes unkind to, a relationship 

that is strained, or a habit you have that wastes time? Be honest with yourself. If there is anything you’d rather not think 

about, that is probably the thing you most need to pay attention to. Resist the urge to blame someone else. Once you 

know what you would change, talk to God about it. Be honest with him; he already knows and wants to help you 

transform. 

 

Many thanks for giving us permission to use this copy of The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyright  2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: 

Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved.        

 

 

 

  

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and more... 

                           ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click in this Link: https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/advent-and-the-shaking-of-the-kingdoms/4998/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/advent-and-the-shaking-of-the-kingdoms/4998/
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes
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 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 
 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week.   

 All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome  including  non-parishioners.  

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at 616-913-4419 or phone  

 this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

 

 
Weekly Lesson Plans for      Dec. 2, 2018        First Sunday of Advent 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with song:   Waiting in Silence  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg8XCxUtKec  

Older children are beginning to awaken to the wider world around them. We can help them navigate this exciting but 

sometimes overwhelming time by teaching them that prayer helps us stay focused on the things that are most important 

to us. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: As we grow up, we learn about things that are happening in peoples' lives and in our world. As we look at these 

things, sometimes we find it difficult to understand what is happening around us. It might seem like we don't have the 

right “glasses” to see things clearly. 

Say: In today's Gospel, Jesus predicts things that will happen at the end of time when he comes again in glory. He says 

that many people will not understand these things, and they will be frightened. But Jesus tells his disciples that they 

should not be frightened, and he tells them what they should do so that they will be able to see these things clearly. Let's 

listen carefully to this Gospel so that we can learn what we must do to see the events in our lives and our world more 

clearly. 

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, Luke 21:25-28 34-36. And then watch this video clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phWc-9sMTg0   

Ask: Why does Jesus say that his disciples shouldn't be frightened by the signs he describes? (because these signs 

indicate that redemption is near) What does Jesus say that his disciples should do to prepare for these times? (Be vigilant 

and pray for strength to endure.) 

Say: We don't need to be fearful about difficult things in our lives either. We can bring these things to God in our prayer, 

and God will help us see things clearly and give us the strength to face everything and anything that might happen in our 

lives. 

Conclude in prayer together asking God to help us see our lives and our world clearly through prayer.  Invite everyone 

to express their confidence and trust in God by praying the Lord's Prayer. 

 Conclude by singing Come Lord Maranatha  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOGE1Z15tP8  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5 and 6)  

Begin with song:  

Waiting in Silence  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg8XCxUtKec  

Older children are beginning to awaken to the wider world around them. We can help them navigate this exciting but 

sometimes overwhelming time by teaching them that prayer helps us stay focused on the things that are most important 

to us.  

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg8XCxUtKec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phWc-9sMTg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOGE1Z15tP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg8XCxUtKec


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: As we grow up, we learn about things that are happening in peoples' lives and in our world. As we look at these 

things, sometimes we find it difficult to understand what is happening around us. It might seem like we don't have the right 

“glasses” to see things clearly. 

Say: In today's Gospel, Jesus predicts things that will happen at the end of time when he comes again in glory. He says that 

many people will not understand these things, and they will be frightened. But Jesus tells his disciples that they should not 

be frightened, and he tells them what they should do so that they will be able to see these things clearly. Let's listen 

carefully to this Gospel so that we can learn what we must do to see the events in our lives and our world more clearly. 

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, Luke 21:25-28 34-36. And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phWc-9sMTg0  

Ask: Why does Jesus say that his disciples shouldn't be frightened by the signs he describes? (because these signs indicate 

that redemption is near) What does Jesus say that his disciples should do to prepare for these times? (Be vigilant and pray 

for strength to endure.) 

Say: We don't need to be fearful about difficult things in our lives either. We can bring these things to God in our prayer, 

and God will help us see things clearly and give us the strength to face everything and anything that might happen in our 

lives. 

Conclude in prayer together asking God to help us see our lives and our world clearly through prayer.  Invite everyone to 

express their confidence and trust in God by praying the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by singing Come Lord Maranatha  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOGE1Z15tP8  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with song: Waiting in Silence  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg8XCxUtKec 

Adolescence can be a disorienting time as young people negotiate the developmental and social changes they experience. 

We can help young people appreciate prayer as an antidote to fear and as a means for finding consolation and strength in 

God. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: As we get older, we sometimes experience a new and difficult emotion: worry. Our choices become more difficult, 

and we worry about making the right decisions. We are aware of more of what is going on around us in the lives of our 

friends and families and in our world, and we worry if everything will turn out okay. The first step to learning to cope with 

this emotion is to name the things that worry us. Let's take some quiet time to write privately about some things we find 

ourselves worrying about.  

Say: In today's Gospel, Jesus talks to his disciples about times and circumstances that many people will find troubling. But 

he tells his disciples that they are not to be frightened by these things. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, Luke 21:25-28,34-36. And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phWc-9sMTg0  

Ask: Why does Jesus say that his disciples should not be frightened by the signs he describes? (because these signs indicate 

that their redemption is near) What does Jesus say that his disciples should do to prepare for these times? (Be vigilant and 

pray for strength to endure.) 

Say: We don't need to be fearful about difficult things or about changes in our lives either. We can bring these things to 

God in our prayers, and God will give us the strength to face everything and anything that might happen in our lives. 

Conclude in prayer together asking God for the strength to handle the things that worry us.  Allow time for the young 

people to pray quietly as they tell God about their worry or concern.  

After a sufficient time, remind them that God gives each of us the strength to handle whatever difficulties we may face.  

Invite everyone to express their confidence and trust in God by praying the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by singing Come Lord Maranatha  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOGE1Z15tP8 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phWc-9sMTg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOGE1Z15tP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bg8XCxUtKec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phWc-9sMTg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOGE1Z15tP8


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                     for 

      November/December,  2018   
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Travels with St. Andrew 

Thursday, November 29   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP                                  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Andrew the Apostle is the patron saint of fishermen, of Scotland, and of the Diocese of Grand Rapids. In this 

presentation–held on the Vigil of Saint Andrew’s feast day– we’ll learn about who this apostle was and what his legacy 

has become. We’ll then reflect on Andrew’s life; what we know about him from scripture and other sources. Yet his story 

doesn’t end there; we’ll then learn about the interesting travels of his relics across the centuries and how he became 

associated many countries and our own Cathedral.  $10  donation requested.  

Advent Art & Prayer: Guided Mediation on Sacred Art & Scripture 

Tuesday,  December 4   1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

With John Graveline and Rilma Fix                                               

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

We are so busy with Christmas celebration planning, that often spiritual preparation can fall to the bottom of our lists.   

To help prepare a receptive heart for Christmas, take an hour for guided, peaceful contemplation of art, scripture and the 

wisdom of spiritual masters to find your balance during this harried season.  $10  donation per session requested. 

Advent 2018 Program: Unwrapping the Greatest Gift 

Thursday,  December 6    6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

With Pastor Roger Grandia 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

What is on your 2018 wish list?  What package are you hoping is under the tree?  Is there a gift you hope to find year after 

year?   Perhaps this is the year the delight of unwrapping your Christmas gift brings you the joy of your heart.  Watch 

Pastor Roger Grandia unfold this message visually through chalk and special lighting!  The evening will begin with a 

dessert assortment and coffee/tea, all provided by the CIC.  $10  donation requested. 

Advent Art & Prayer: Guided Meditation on Sacred Art & Scripture 

Tuesday,  December 11   1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

With John Graveline and Rilma Fix                                               

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

We are so busy with Christmas celebration planning, that often spiritual preparation can fall to the bottom of our lists.  To 

help prepare a receptive heart for Christmas, take an hour for guided, peaceful contemplation of art, scripture and the 

wisdom of spiritual masters to find your balance during this harried season.  $10  donation per session requested. 

Sharing Faith Lessons with Children's Books     

Thursday,  December 13    10:00 am - 11:30 am 

With Glenys Nellist                                                            Cost:  $15  (Includes Lunch following the program)                                  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

You must pre-register so that we have an accurate count for lunch. Children’s author, Glenys Nellist, discusses how 

storytelling and picture books can make faith come alive for the children in our lives.  She will give examples of reading 

techniques and offer book suggestions that encourage conversations about God and faith, so kids can apply what they 

learn to their own lives.   

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
https://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/event/gift/
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 8  Bible Study date:  November 15
th

  Acts 6:1-8:1 a   Answer Key 

Objectives of the Meeting 

1. To understand how ministries developed in the Church                                                            

2. To see how the Church is the fulfillment of prophecy                                                               

3. To learn about Stephen the great martyr                                                                                

4. To value the mystical in religious experience 

Read Acts 6:1-7, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:    

a. Discuss what happens in 6:1-7 (Knowledge)  

There were problems that the Hellenists who were Palestinians Jews who only spoke Greek, complained their 

widows who neglected in the daily distribution of food. The solution the early Church came up with was to select 

seven men to devote themselves to prayer and ministry of the word. It is a reminder for us today that our own 

Church community can only function when all members share their God-given gifts within the Church community.  

b. What does this passage tell us about the early Church community? (Understanding)           

The early Church shared all in common. The practice what they preached. The laying on of hands was the Jewish 

way of designating persons for a task and involved a sign of God’s blessing on them. 

c. What parallels do you see between these events and the Church in our own times? (Evaluation) 

Today Catholic Relief Services and other agencies provide the poor. God’s Kitchen is an example of feeding those 

who are hungry which St. Jude’s is involved in once a month. It is interesting to note that neither Stephen or Philip 

never carried out the task of serving the food to the needy. Instead they are shown to be “preachers of the 

Christian message, and were like the apostles proclaiming the good news about Jesus. 

Read Acts 6:8-15, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:    

a. Who were the opponents of Stephen? (Knowledge)  

Verse 9 lists Synagogue of Freedman, Cyrenians, and Alexandians and people from Cicilia and Asia. 

b. Why do you think they made the charges against him? (Understanding) 

Because Stephen spoke blasphemous words against Moses against God and they brought him to the Sanhedrin, the 

council of Jewish leaders. 

c. Discuss the meaning of the phrase: “his face appeared to them like the face of an angel.” (6:15 and 7:55) 

(Understanding) 

See the footnote on 7:55. This was an expression that was used to say that the person was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 

Read Acts 7:1-54, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:     

a. Why did Stephen give the long history of the Israelites? (Understanding) 

See the footnote for 7:2 about the discrepancies in Stephen’s speech about the actual history of the chosen people. 

Stephen was showing how the Jewish ancestors also like they were to Jesus unfaithful the covenant. 

b. Compare Stephen’s speech (7:1-54) with Peter’s (2:14-36). How are they similar? How are they different? (Knowledge)  

This question the men at the meeting felt was difficult to answer. There is much here that is difficult than Peter’s 

speech both told of God’s care for the Israelites and spoke about Jesus and the call of conversion. In this preaching 

all were assisted by the Holy Spirit to say what they needed to say. 

c. Do we get a different picture of Moses here than in Exodus? If so, what are the differences? Or similarities? (cf. Exodus 

4:10-17 (Understanding) 

Most of the men found it difficult to say what were the differences with the Moses of the Exodus presentation of 

him. The Moses of Exodus seemed to be more fearful and less sure of himself than the Moses in Exodus. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Acts 7:55-8:1 a, then look at the footnote for this section of the reading and then discuss the following questions:   

a. What does the stoning of Stephen tell you about the life of the early Church? (Understanding) 

There was a danger to preaching about Jesus, and in this case Stephen was stoned to death. 

b. Do you think we are in danger of being martyred today? Why or why not?  (Evaluation)  

Not here in the United States, but more so in countries where Christianity is considered alien to the local religious 

beliefs. However, in this country Christians are often excluded from their neighbors and others because of their 

Christian beliefs and practices. 

 


