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From the Director of Faith 

Formation 

     Thursday,   November 14, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 46     

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

Once again this Sunday we  

are asking all parents who  

have children in grades 1-3  

to come fifteen minutes early  

to classes 5:15 p.m. to learn  

some Christmas Songs for  

our December 15 Christmas program.  

Mary Alice will be in the lower church 

level where we hold daily Mass and our 

first graders meet. Children in the upper 

grades can  go directly to their classes.  

Here is our current situation for 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. We are 

still in need of prayer leaders for two of 

the four Sundays each month.  

What you do is read an easier version of 

the gospel reading; talk about the 

meaning of the Gospel for children all set 

up for you by a prepared lesson plan/ 

You will have a copy before arriving for 

the week you are assigned.  

Please contact Janet at her email: 

jdeboe@stjudes.net 

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

We still need prayer leaders for Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

We continue to look for volunteers to help us out for Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

during the 10:30 a.m. Mass. The Sunday morning parent volunteer only works one 

week during the month. Our need is urgent since we have openings for more volunteer 

leaders NOW! Contact Janet for more information or to schedule a time to meet. Use 

her email address jdeboe@stjudes.net  

Coming in January Catechist Training and Retreats 

Beginning in January we will be working in conjunction with the diocese to prepare 

parents or other adults to become our new catechists . We will have three openings for 

new catechists next year and want to prepare these individuals for next fall’s classes. 

If you might want to consider becoming a volunteer catechist on Sunday evenings, 

please contact Clem by email cschwarz@stjudes.net  or by phone (616) 363-6897. The 

first diocesan session will take place on January 11. See the details below. Make sure 

you pick up a registration form after classes this Sunday evening. Then turn in the 

registration form and the parish will pay your registration fee. This is not a 

commitment on your part. Only a commitment to attend a workshop and see it you 

want to make a commitment.  

Catechist Retreats and Skill Building Workshops 

A three part series will be offered on Saturdays: January 11
 
, February 29 

 
 and May 20

 
 

from 8:30 am. to 3:00 pm at the Conference Center in the Diocese of Grand Rapids 

(Cathedral Square) building at 360 Division Ave. South Grand Rapids, MI 40503.  

The three retreats and skills building workshops offer new catechists the opportunity 

to grow spiritually, develop knowledge of the Catholic Faith and practice, earn 

certification credits, and gain a better understanding of the nature and goal of 

catechesis. Learn more about:                                                      

Connecting faith and life Spiritual development stages   

Learning environments    Developing prayer practices  

Learning styles    Classroom management   

Modeling Christian virtues Cultural diversity   

Facilitator skills                       Seeing the world sacramentally  

Lesson Planning  Service and witness 

Looking for substitute teachers for our Sunday night classes. Sometimes one of our 

teachers need someone with teaching experience to fill in  

for them because of illness or a personal or family  

gathering. We have a few people we call to help us out,  

but we will be needing someone for two weeks in January.  

Let us know by contacting Clem at (616) 363-6897 

or at his email address cschwartz@stjudes.net 

Thanks.  
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Bishop Barron's Homily for the Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I’m pretty sure that in thirty years of priesthood I’ve never preached on this Sunday’s short second reading from  

Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians, and I realize now, as I peruse it, what a little gem it is! Isn’t it fascinating 

 that St. Paul, precisely in the context of a letter to his church on spiritual matters, endeavors to speak of work?  

When we do authentic work—of whatever kind—we participate in God’s ongoing creation and providence. Don’t  

follow the instinct to secularize work; but rather see your daily labor, however humble, as part of God’s plan to  

bring you to joy. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/a-theology-of-work/5317/  

As the liturgical year comes towards its end the Church considers apocalyptic Scriptures. This week’s Gospel from Luke reveals the 

full significance of the Resurrection. The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead was a world changing event that altered everything in the 

human experience from religion to politics to nature. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/apocalypse-and-the-resurrection/1017/  

November 17, 2019  - Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week will be not to fear because God is near  

Read: Malachi 3:19020 a; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 ;  Luke 21:5-19 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Lord Jesus Christ you said to the apostles, “Come Follow me.” You say the same words to us, today and 

every day. Help us to follow you faithfully: to walk in the way of your commandments, to help those who are struggling and to love 

all people as you love them. May we rejoice in your presence with us as we work to build up the Kingdom of God where you live 

and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Prepare for Word        (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What is your game plan for breaking bad habits? 

Who do you know who is a model of the Christian life, and what is it about them that you admire? 

Reflect on the Word          (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

In today’s second reading, Paul says we must act as models of Christian behavior if anyone is going to listen to our words. Similarly, 

in the Gospel Jesus tells us that at the end of the world every deed and action will be known, and those who have modeled the faith 

well will have a future in heaven. Do I realize that I am model for others in everything I do and say? My actions, words, and attitudes 

affect those around me. In fact, example is a much more powerful tool for either good or evil than words. The intention with which 

we say something sometimes more important than what we actually say. Jesus warns us that it is not easy to set an example worthy 

of our calling as Christians. Ask yourself today: if everyone in the world knew all my actions of my life so far, what would I want to 

change? 

Act on the Word  
Set alarms on your watch or phone one day for 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., and 5:00 p.m. Each time an alarm goes 

off, think about the thing you most recently said, thought, posted, or did. Ask yourself if that will encourage someone else to do 

good, or do something sinful. Was what you said or did pessimistic, unkind, dismissive, or bullying? Or was it kind helpful, 

thoughtful, and charitable? In the evening reflect on your actions and write a resolution in your journal or on a postal note of the one 

thing you will change. Practice taking a breath and thinking before you speak or act.  

 

The Living Word   2018-2019 Copyrighted  2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Used with permission. NABRE copyrighted 2010 CCD. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/a-theology-of-work/5317/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/apocalypse-and-the-resurrection/1017/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 17 - Thirty-Third 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/33rd-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-

connection 

 

In the context of Luke, today's Gospel 

appears near the end of Jesus' teaching in 

Jerusalem, just prior to the events that will 

lead to his crucifixion. His warnings and 

predictions are ominous but can be read in 

many ways. 

To those who first heard Luke's Gospel, 

those may have been words of 

encouragement. The destruction of the 

Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans was 

history (70 A.D.); Luke's Gospel, Catholic 

scholars propose, was written between 80 

and 90 A.D. His audience was probably 

Gentile Christians. Luke here tries to 

interpret the fall of Jerusalem for them and to 

locate it in God's plans for humankind 

(salvation history). At the same time, Luke is 

suggesting to his audience that there will be 

a considerable elapse of time before Jesus' 

final coming. Luke's listeners have likely 

seen much upheaval and are anxious to know 

if these are the signs of Jesus' coming. Luke 

is urging greater patience. 

In the second part of today's Gospel, Jesus 

warns that his followers will face persecution 

for their beliefs. Luke presents persecution as 

an opportunity for the followers of Jesus for 

“It will lead to your giving testimony” (Luke 

21:13). In persecution God's wisdom and 

power will be shown in the example of 

followers of Jesus. Perseverance in the face 

of persecution will lead to their salvation. 

Here Jesus is assuring his followers that God 

is present to all believers, even in times of 

trouble. Ultimately, Jesus will witness to this 

with his own death. As disciples of Jesus, we 

try to follow his example, trusting in God's 

mercy and protection, even when we are 

facing difficulties. 

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 21:5-19       http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/111019.cfm 

The Gospel is from St. Luke, 21:5-19. Jesus predicts the destruction of the 

Temple in Jerusalem and warns his followers that persecution will come 

before the end time. The reason why these verses of St. Luke's gospel was 

chosen for today's Mass is that the Church wants us all to do a bit of 

spiritual stock-taking this morning. As next Sunday will be the special 

feast day of the Kingship of Christ, today's Mass is really the last of our 

liturgical year. Next Sunday, we begin our new liturgical year, the First 

Sunday of Advent. To help us to be honest with ourselves in our stock-

taking we are reminded today that this world will come to an end one day. 

We do not know when or how, but that end will come. It will be followed 

immediately by the general judgment. Christ will come in power and 

glory to judge the whole human race. Each one will receive the sentence 

he merited while on earth. The just will enter with Him into eternal glory. 

The wicked will go to their place of suffering, sorrow and remorse. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Children, while innocently naïve about most world events, are also 

profoundly sensitive to the concerns felt by adults. We can help children 

interpret adult concerns by sharing information about current events in 

appropriate ways. We can also put these concerns in the light of God's 

kingdom and the assurance of God's care for us. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Discuss with your children one or more current events or a situation in 

your family which shows difficulties that may challenge our trust in a 

God who cares for us. Then read together today's Gospel, Luke 21:5-19. 

Notice how Jesus said that even when his disciples are persecuted, God 

would be with them. 

Together with your children, talk about ways in which God might bring 

good out of the difficult events you discussed. Talk together about some 

actions you might take as a family to make better the situations you 

discussed. Conclude by praying for the needs of the people involved in 

the events you named. In prayer, place each of these difficult situations 

into God's hands. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/33rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

 

Did You Know… 

Each one of us can put the following  

simple question to ourselves this very  

moment. How would I fare if I were called  

before the  judgment seat of God today?  

The best of us would certainly prefer to  

be better prepared.  

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:  
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All  

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Second  Reading 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:7–12 

 

The Happy Community 

 

Living in community is hard. In a family, a school, or the 

workplace, it is hard to get along with others. There are 

benefits to community life. When you cannot make it on 

your own, others lift you up. You benefit from the skills 

and love they share. And when others need help, you are 

there. You feel satisfied when you use your gifts to help 

someone else.  

 

A happy community enjoys many blessings. The gifts of 

individuals are marvelous to behold, but even more so is 

the result—the community becomes its own living force, 

with its own love, devotion, and commitment. 

 

It works as long as everyone helps out. As soon as 

someone does not, resentment creeps in, and the beauty of 

the community is destroyed. 

 

Paul the Apostle faced this problem when he and his 

companions visited the Thessalonians. Some people were 

taking advantage of others. It was not working, and it 

would never work. So the missionaries set an example.  

 

They were guests. They did not have to do anything to 

help out, but they did. “We wanted to present our- selves 

as a model for you,” Paul wrote. “When we were with 

you, we instructed you that if any- one was unwilling to 

work, neither should that one eat.” There is no such thing 

as a free lunch. 

 

Your church is a community. It relies on your faith, your 

participation, and your help. You eat and drink the 

Eucharist. Do you also work? 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time   
 

First  Reading 

Malachi 3:19–20a 

 

God’s Fire 

 

Fire burns, purifies, cooks, and cleanses. It can work 

wondrous good. It can cause unspeakable ill. Fire is 

powerful, as God is powerful. 

 

The prophet Malachi envisions the coming of destructive 

fire. The prevalence of evil is widespread. It was then and 

is now. Its potential for wreaking havoc is extensive. 

Malachi believes, as we believe, that God is more  

powerful than evil, that God is good, and that God will not 

tolerate the evil of the world. We believe that in time God 

will set things right. Evil will be punished. We long for 

that day. 

 

Malachi sees that day as a day of fire. “The day is coming, 

blazing like an oven, when all the proud and all evildoers 

will be stubble.” The fire will rage over those who do 

wrong. They will not endure. God’s wrath will be stronger 

than their desire to do ill. God will have power over them, 

even when our human frailty does not. 

 

There will also be fire for the good. Fire has other 

properties. It does not only destroy. It brings warmth. “For 

you who fear my name,” God says through Malachi, 

“there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays.”  

 

The fiery sun will rise in the east and shine with healing 

upon those who do good. 

 

God comes like fire. God does not change. But those who 

do ill are like stubble. Those who do good shall be healed. 

 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year C 

© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary 

for Mass © 2001, CCD. 
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The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

https://store.wordonfire.org/collections/dvd-blu-ray-cd/products/fulton-flannery-dvd Click to order the complete set... 

Today's price for the complete set is $64.95 

https://store.wordonfire.org/collections/dvd-blu-ray-cd/products/fulton-flannery-dvd


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Survey says: Most Catholics in US reject 

Church teaching on cohabitation 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/survey-says-

most-catholics-in-us-reject-church-teaching-on-

cohabitation-51339  

 

Washington D.C., Nov 6, 2019 / 06:18 pm (CNA).- Nearly 

three quarters of Catholics in the United States are not 

opposed to couples cohabiting before marriage, despite the 

Church’s moral teaching. 

A new survey by the Pew Research Center, released Nov. 

6, reports that Americans as a whole are very accepting of 

unmarried couples living together, even if they have no 

plans to marry. Additionally, Pew found that a shrinking 

percentage of adults are getting married, and an increasing 

number of adults have decided to cohabit. 

Only 14% of adults surveyed said they did not believe that 

it was ever acceptable for two unmarried adults in a 

romantic relationship to live together. An additional 16% 

said that they agreed with cohabitation only if there were 

plans for the couple to one day get married. 

Of the people surveyed, 69% said they believed it was 

acceptable for an unmarried couple to live together, without 

any plans to eventually wed. 

In 2002, the National Survey of Family Growth found that 

race and religion played a role in whether or not a person 

was approving of the ideal of cohabitation. A total of 72% 

of white respondents said that cohabitation without a plan 

to get married was acceptable, with an additional 13% 

saying they approved of cohabitation without a plan to get 

married. Of black survey respondents, 23%, the largest of 

any ethnic group, said that they did not thing cohabitation 

was ever acceptable. Only 55% of black respondents said 

they approved of cohabitation without planning on getting 

married. For Hispanics, only 10% of respondents said it 

was never acceptable to cohabitate. Slightly over one-fifth 

of Hispanic respondents – 21% – said they found 

cohabitation acceptable as long as there were wedding bells 

in the future. 

 

Pope Francis: St. Paul announced Christ to 

'idol worshippers' without attacking them 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

st-paul-announced-christ-to-idol-worshippers-without-

attacking-them-58134  

 

Vatican City, Nov 6, 2019 / 08:15 am (CNA).- St. Paul 

announced Jesus Christ to “idol worshippers” in Athens 

without attacking them, but by building bridges, Pope 

Francis said Wednesday. 

“We also ask the Holy Spirit today to teach us to build 

bridges with culture, with those who do not believe or with 

those who have a creed different from ours. Always build 

bridges, always reach out, never aggression,” Pope Francis 

said Nov. 6 in St. Peter’s Square. 

“Let us ask him for his ability to delicately inculturate the 

message of faith, placing on those who are in ignorance of 

Christ, a contemplative gaze, moved by a love that warms 

even the most hardened hearts,” he said at the general 

audience. 

In his weekly catechesis on the Acts of the Apostles, Pope 

Francis described St. Paul’s discourse on the Areopagus as 

an example of inculturation of the Catholic faith in Athens. 

“In the heart of one of the most famous institutions of the 

ancient world, the Areopagus, he achieved an 

extraordinary example of inculturation of the message of 

faith: he announces Jesus Christ to idol worshipers, and he 

does not do so by attacking them, but by becoming … a 

builder of bridges,” Pope Francis said. 

Paul “shudders inside to see a city full of idols,” the pope 

said, quoting Acts 17:16. He added that this encounter with 

paganism pushed St. Paul to “build a bridge of dialogue 

with the culture.” 

Looking upon Athens with the eyes of faith, “drives him 

[Paul]  to open a path between the Gospel and the pagan 

world.” 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/survey-says-most-catholics-in-us-reject-church-teaching-on-cohabitation-51339
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/survey-says-most-catholics-in-us-reject-church-teaching-on-cohabitation-51339
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/survey-says-most-catholics-in-us-reject-church-teaching-on-cohabitation-51339
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-st-paul-announced-christ-to-idol-worshippers-without-attacking-them-58134
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-st-paul-announced-christ-to-idol-worshippers-without-attacking-them-58134
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-st-paul-announced-christ-to-idol-worshippers-without-attacking-them-58134
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Roomerenc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

November 14
th

  Thursday 

* 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

* 8:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

November 15
th

  Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the church 

November 16
th

  Saturday 

 * 3:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Mass 

November 17
th

 Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses  

 * Breakfast Buffet after both Masses in  the Brophy Center 

 * Children’s Liturgy of the Word and the Lord’s Lamb’s during 

the 10:30 am Mass 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ Su 

day Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

 * 12:45 pm Adult Choir practice in the church lower level  

 * 5:15 pm Grades 1-3 singing practice in the church lower level 

 * Sunday night classes for grades 1-8 5:30 to 7:00 pm  

  

  November 18
th

  Monday                                                                                      
* 8:30 am Communion Service in chapel                                                                               

* 6:30 to 8:00 pm Living Our Strengths in  the Brophy Center 

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Center 

 November 19
th

  
 
Tuesday     

* 8:30 am Mass in the church followed by the Birthday coffee in 

the Brophy Center 

* 6:30 to 7:30 pm Home and School Meeting in the ASA library    

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus meet  in the Millennium  

Conference Room  

*8:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym      

November 20
th

   Wednesday 

 * 9:00 am to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Group in the Thaddeus 

Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the church  

  * 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 55+ Luncheon in the Brophy Center 

 * 6:30 – 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center 

* 6:30 – 8:00 pm Pastoral Council in the Millennium  

Conference Room  

 * 6:45 to 8:45 pm Adult Choir in the church lower level 

*7:30 -8:45 pm Knights of Columbus meeting in ASA Room  

N-10 

  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays  

 each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including   

 non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for November 17, 2019      

The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with Song: We Walk by Faith   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hk_7EUvwv8  

Younger children may not be aware of most world events, but they understand that life brings challenges. Help children understand 

that God cares for us and is with us during good times and difficult times.    

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your children to share difficult days they’ve experienced 

Say: Sometimes when we have difficult days, feelings like sadness and fear can narrow our focus so that all we see or feel is the 

hard things. It might be hard to trust that God is with us, caring for us, on these hard days.  

Say: Jesus reminds us of the bigger picture—that God is always watching over us, in good times and in hard times. We can trust 

that God cares for us always. 

Say: In today’s Gospel, Jesus describes some terrible events and God’s care for his people.   

Read aloud today’s Gospel, Luke 21:5–19. Then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-HDkU-nYGo  

Say: Jesus tells us that God is with us, no matter what happens.  

Invite your  children to think of someone they know who is having a hard time.  

Say: Let’s pray for these people and for all those who are struggling. 

Conclude by praying that all those who are suffer, including your loved ones, will be comforted by God’s care and presence.  

Conclude by listen and singing We Are Called  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDljPsRIryo  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song We walk by Faith https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hk_7EUvwv8  

Children, while innocently naïve about most world events, are also profoundly sensitive to the concerns of adults. We can help 

children interpret adult concerns by sharing information about current events in appropriate ways. We can also put these concerns in 

the light of God's kingdom and the assurance of God's care for us. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your children what they know about current events. Then say: there are a lot of people who are suffering in the world from 

flooding, fires, and other bad things happening to them.  

Ask them to consider what attitudes the people who are suffering in these situations might have toward God. 

Say: When Luke wrote this Gospel, many terrible things had happened, and people were wondering if perhaps these terrible things 

meant that the end of time was near. Here Luke reminds us that Jesus told his followers that many bad things would happen, but that 

they were to trust that God would be with them, even through these difficulties. 

Invite one of your children to read this week’s Gospel from Luke 21: 5-19 Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-HDkU-nYGo  

Ask: Do you think it is easy to trust God when difficult things like the ones we discussed happen? (Accept all reasonable answers).  

Say: One of the challenges of being a disciple of Jesus is learning to trust his assurance that he would be with us, even in the most 

difficult of times. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hk_7EUvwv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-HDkU-nYGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDljPsRIryo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hk_7EUvwv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-HDkU-nYGo


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Ask: Do you think it is easy to trust God when difficult things like the ones we discussed happen? (Accept all reasonable answers).  

Say: One of the challenges of being a disciple of Jesus is learning to trust his assurance that he would be with us, even in the most 

difficult of times. 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with Song: We Walk by Faith https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hk_7EUvwv8  

Young people at this age are already experiencing many of life's difficulties and challenges. It is important for them to understand 

that God is with them at these moments. This Sunday's reading reminds us that as followers of Jesus, we face many difficulties. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your children what they know about current events. Then say: there are a lot of people who are suffering in the world from 

flooding, fires, and other bad things happening to them.  

Ask them to consider what attitudes the people who are suffering in these situations might have toward God. 

Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus reminds us that as his followers, we will face many difficulties. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud Luke 21:5-19.  

Then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-HDkU-nYGo  

 Say: One of the challenges of being a disciple of Jesus is learning to trust his assurance that he will be with us, even in the most 

difficult of times. 

Talk with the your family about how God can bring good out of bad or difficult situations. Using current events, identify some good 

things that might come out of bad situations. 

Conclude by praying together as a group that God will bring good results from the difficult events that they discussed. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing We Are Called   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDljPsRIryo  

 

We Are Called 

David Haas 

1. Come! live in the light! 

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called to be light for the kingdom, 

to live in the freedom of the city of God! 

 

Refrain: We are called to act with justice. 

We are called to love tenderly. 

We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

 

2. Come! Open your heart! 

Show your mercy to all those in fear! 

We are called to be hope for the hopeless, 

so all hatred and blindness will be no more! 

 

3. Sing! Sing a new song! 

Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

God will reign and we'll walk with each other as sisters 

and brothers united in love! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hk_7EUvwv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-HDkU-nYGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDljPsRIryo
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ACYBGNTlK2NBh7g3EMimCNCsNBm3Eph3dQ:1573651507151&q=David+Haas&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3MCzJyk4pWcTK5ZJYlpmi4JGYWAwAijUZjBsAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiW29XYpOflAhUQLKwKHWIhCwcQMTAAegQIDBAF&sxsrf=ACYBGNTlK2NBh7g3EMimCNCsNBm3Eph3dQ:1573651507151
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           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

       November/December, 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Catholic in Recovery 

Monday,  November 18,  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm          

With Jonathan Hicks   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Catholic in Recovery seeks to serve those suffering from addictions and unhealthy attachments through the help of twelve 

step recovery, scriptural reflection, and the sacramental love and mercy provided through the Catholic Church. The goal 

of every group encounter and interaction is connection—connection with others who have struggled or still struggle from 

a similar state as well as connection to Jesus Christ, the Lord that delivers new life.  (No reservation necessary)  

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  November 20,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm             Cost is $15.00 and includes the book:  "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth.  

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  November 27,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm             Cost is $15.00 and includes the book:  "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth.  

Catholic in Recovery 

Monday,  December 2,  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm          

With Jonathan Hicks   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Catholic in Recovery seeks to serve those suffering from addictions and unhealthy attachments through the help of twelve 

step recovery, scriptural reflection, and the sacramental love and mercy provided through the Catholic Church. The goal 

of every group encounter and interaction is connection—connection with others who have struggled or still struggle from 

a similar state as well as connection to Jesus Christ, the Lord that delivers new life.  (No reservation necessary)  

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  December 4,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm             Cost is $15.00 and includes the book:  "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth. 

Mary’s Yes: Being Chosen, Blessed and Favored (An Ecumenical Advent Program) 

Thursday,  December 5,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm              
With special Brown guest author & speaker Sharon Garlough     Register at:  http://bit.ly/AdventMary 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

 Just as Mary said yes to Christ being formed in her, so we are invited to say yes to the Spirit’s work in our lives. Join us 

for an evening of reflection and prayerful space to ponder the mystery of being chosen, blessed, and favored to bear 

Christ to the world.   The evening will begin with dessert and coffee/tea provided by the Catholic Information Center. 

$10 Donation 

  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
http://bit.ly/AdventMary
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


