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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

There will be no Sunday  

evening classes this coming 

Sunday. This Sunday is  

Super Bowl Sunday which 

is our annual winter break.  

Enjoy the Game. Classes  

resume on February 9   

 

Christians around the world celebrate 

the Presentation of Jesus at the 

Temple on Candlemas Day. In some 

countries, Christians mark the day by 

removing their Christmas decorations. 

Its roots are found in the Biblical 

passage of Luke 2:22-40. Many 

Christians bring candles to their local 

churches to be blessed and then used 

throughout the year. The candles 

represent Jesus’ command that his 

followers be “a light in the world.” 

Candlemas, on February 2, is marked 

by the Feast of the Presentation, also 

known as the Feast of the Purification 

of the Virgin Mary 

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time.  

However, that Sunday in Ordinary Time will not be  

celebrated this week. Instead we will be celebrating the  

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. Whenever a feast  

day comes up which is considered an important one, 

the Gospel readings for that Sunday in Ordinary Time  

are dropped in favor of the gospel reading for that feast  

day. And so this week’s gospel reading will be from 

Luke’s Gospel not Matthew’s or John’s Gospel. Only Luke’s Gospel has the 

story of the presentation of Jesus. 

The Presentation of the Lord paints for us a portrait of love, hope, and divine 

power. When Simeon beholds the infant Jesus he quickly knows that God has 

fulfilled his promise to Israel and to Simeon personally. Revealing what he 

understands about Jesus, Simeon proclaims Jesus mission to Joseph and Mary. 

Holy Simeon spent his life waiting for the arrival of the Messiah, knowing that 

he would see the promised one coming in his lifetime. As Simeon waited, he 

would have known that that he would soon encounter the Christ (a Greek word 

for Messiah) child, the very child God promised to his people. Centuries after 

Holy Simeon’s life there live a Christian, St Benedict, who wrote a rule would 

govern the lives and daily practices of monks and nuns. This set of rules is 

called The Rule of St. Benedict, known to may simply as “the Rule.” In the 

Rule, St. Benedict outlines how people should treat one another. Specifically, 

he states that visitors and the sick should be treated as Christ himself.  

St. Benedict based these rules on Matthew 25: 35-40. 

 “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me. Ill and you cared 

for me, in prison and you visited me,” Then the righteous will answer him and  

say, “Lord when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome  

you, or naked and clothe  you”   When did we see you  

ill or in prison, and visit you?”  

And the king will say to them in reply, “Amen, I say to  

you whatever you do for one of these least brothers of  

mine, you did for me.” 
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Like Simeon, anticipating meeting the Christ child, we can anticipate the presence of Christ in the poor, the sick, in our 

neighbors, our families, friends and guests. 

How do we serve those in need? 

How do we live out our Catholic faith in relationship with the most needy? 

Choose ways that you can live out your faith in service of others, treating them as you would treat Christ himself. And say 

this prayer ...      

      Lord, Jesus Christ, 

      Light of the World, 

      May we who carry 

      candles to honor you 

      today, come one day 

      to the light of your 

      eternal glory, where 

      you live and reign with 

      the Father, in the unity 

      of the Holy Spirit, one 

      God, forever and ever. 

                Amen 

Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word 

February 2, 2020    The Presentation of the Lord  

Our focus this week is that God’s promise was fulfilled and salvation arrived. 

Read: Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2: 14-18; Luke 2:22-40 or Luke 2:22-32 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Lord Jesus, you entered into human history to save us from our sins, becoming a light in the 

darkness of sin. We thank you, as Simeon did, for your presence in our world, May the light of your life guide us along 

the right path and be reflected in our daily words and actions. You live and reign with God the Father in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen  

Gospel Prepare for Word       (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare to hear the readings)                                           

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What does it mean to you to say that the Kingdom of God is both “here and not yet?” 

What are some of the other promises God makes to God’s people? How do these promises impact you? 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

As Christians we are a Resurrection people. We live each day in the joy of Christ’s victory over death. We know that life 

and love always win, but sometimes it is easy for this to move from the forefront of our minds, Our world is filled with 

systems of oppression and injustice. Poverty is prevalent and violence seems unending. Kindness often falls to 

selfishness, and trust fades to disbelief. But this is not the end. 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that we wait for something more. Like Simeon and Anna, we long to see the fullness of the 

reign of God here on earth. We ache for the peace that God alone can bring. We yearn for the Light that will vanish all 

darkness. We wait, trusting God’s promise to be with us always. While we try to live as Christ now, we wait for the day 

when we, like Simeon and Anne, will know the salvation of God that has been promised to us. 
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Act on the Word  

Simeon’s words in today’s Gospel, known as the Canticle of Simeon, are typically prayed at the end of each day. This 

evening, pray Simeon’s words before going to sleep. Ask God to let you sleep in peace knowing God’s promise to be 

with you. Rest confident and assured that Christ is the light that destroys all darkness.  

 

The Living Word 2019-2020 Copyrighted 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Witten by Stacey Sumereau. NABRE Copyrighted 

2010 CCD 

February 2, 2020   The Presentation of the Lord                      February 2, 2020   The Presentation of the Lord 

Bishop Barron's Homily for February 2  - The Presentation of the Lord 

This week we celebrate the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. In ancient Israel the 

Temple was the most important place in the world. It was the dwelling place of the Lord; it was  

where divinity and humanity embraced. But the nation of Israel had gone away from right worship  

of God. The Christ child is the divine and human in one and thus brings humanity back on line with 

 God. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-presentation-of-the-lord/1024/  

 

 

  

 

 

 

First Reading 

Malachi 3:1-4  

“Behold, I send 
h
my messenger, and 

i
he will prepare the 

way before me. And the Lord 
j
whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple; and 
k
the messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says 

the LORD of hosts. 2 But 
l
who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 
m

he is 

like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3 He will sit 
n
as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of 

Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will 

bring 
o
offerings in righteousness to the LORD.

1
 4 

p
Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 

the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Second Reading 

Hebrews  2: 14-18 

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, 

he himself likewise 
h
partook of the same things, 

that 
i
through death he might 

j
destroy 

k
the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all 

those who 
l
through fear of death were subject to lifelong 

slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but 

he 
m

helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he 
had 

n
to be made like his brothers in every respect, 

o
so 

that he might become a merciful and faithful high 

priest 
p
in the service of God, to make propitiation for the 

sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has 

suffered 
q
when tempted, he is able to help those who are 

being tempted. 

 

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-presentation-of-the-lord/1024/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.1%E2%80%934#footnote11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%202.14%E2%80%9318#footnote10
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February 2 -  The Presentation of 

the Lord 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-

connection 

 

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of 

the Presentation of Jesus in the temple. The 

Presentation, which is celebrated 40 days 

after Christmas, is not mentioned in the 

other Gospels. Only Luke tells the story, 

most likely because he writes for Gentile 

Christians who are not familiar with the 

Jewish rite of presentation and purification. 

In addition, the intent of Luke’s Gospel is to 

show that God’s promise to Israel, fulfilled 

in Jesus, extends to Gentiles. 

Luke recognizes Joseph and Mary as 

faithful Jews who bring Jesus to the Temple 

in Jerusalem. Here they present their 

firstborn son to the Lord. Jesus is thus 

consecrated as required by the Law of 

Moses. Present in the temple at this time are 

Simeon and Anna. Both are awaiting the 

restoration of God’s rule in Israel. 

Simeon had been promised by the Holy 

Spirit that he would see Christ the Lord, the 

Messiah, before he died. The holy man 

immediately recognized the infant Jesus as 

the promised Savior, a “light for revelation 

to the Gentiles, and glory for your people 

Israel.” Anna also recognized Jesus as the 

fulfillment of the promise of redemption 

and spoke about him to all. 

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:                    

Luke 2: 25–40   http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 02/02/19.cfm 

Today the Church celebrates the feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

which occurs forty days after the birth of Jesus and is also known as 

Candlemas day, since the blessing and procession of candles is included 

in today's liturgy. 

According to the 1962 Missal of St. John XXIII the Extraordinary Form 

of the Roman Rite, today is referred to as the "Purification of Mary." This 

is known as a "Christmas feast" since it points back to the Solemnity of 

Christmas. Many Catholics practice the tradition of keeping out the 

Nativity crèche or other Christmas decorations until this feast. 

On February 2nd a quaint tradition unfolds, known well to schoolchildren 

and adults alike. The fate of Spring hangs in the balance as a burrowing 

animal looks for its shadow. But where did this tradition come from? See 

the link below for an article that explains this tradition. 

Discuss with the family the persons of Simeon and Anna as they meet 

Jesus. (Luke 2: 25–40) 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Because Simeon and Anna lived lives of prayer and fasting in the 

Temple, they were filled with the Spirit of God. That is why they were 

able to identify Jesus as the Savior even though Jesus was only a baby. 

To these two holy people, he was recognizable as the Redeemer who had 

been promised. Simeon described Jesus as “a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

We too are called to recognize Jesus as Lord. Together as a family discuss 

ways to recognize Jesus as Lord by praying and attending Mass, fasting, 

and serving others. As a family, decide on one specific sacrifice you can 

make in order to alleviate the suffering or need of someone you know. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection 

Did You Know… 

At the end of the Gospel Simeon’s prophecy  

of Mary’s sufferings is emphasized. Pope  

John Paul II taught that, ‘Simeon's words  

seem like a second Annunciation to Mary,  

for they tell her of the actual historical  

situation in which the Son is to accomplish  

his mission, namely, in misunderstanding  

and sorrow.’ (Redemptoris Mater, n16)  

 

  
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its 

publication: Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 
Training Publications. All rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most 

Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2019-02-02#1
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
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Pope Francis: Every human has an irrepressible 

dignity 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

every-human-has-an-irrepressible-dignity-31314 

 

Vatican City, Jan 24, 2020 / 05:15 am (CNA).- Pope Francis 

emphasized the importance of each person’s dignity Friday 

in his message for World Communications Day. 

“In the history of every person, the Father sees again the 

story of his Son who came down to earth. Every human 

story has an irrepressible dignity,” Pope Francis said in the 

message signed Jan. 24. 

The pope said it is important for each person to remember 

who and what they are in God’s eyes and to bear witness to 

what the Holy Spirit has written in their hearts. 

“In order to do this, let us entrust ourselves to the woman 

who knit together in her womb the humanity of God,” 

Francis said. 

“O Mary, woman and mother, you wove the divine Word in 

your womb, you recounted by your life the magnificent 

works of God … Look at the tangled knots in our life that 

paralyze our memory. By your gentle hands, every knot can 

be untied,” Pope Francis wrote in a prayer at the end of the 

message. 

Pope Francis focused on storytelling as an essential part of 

the human experience in his message for World 

Communications Day. The message was published on Jan. 

24 for the feast of St. Francis de Sales, the patron of writers, 

journalists, and the Catholic press. 

“Amid the cacophony of voices and messages that surround 

us, we need a human story that can speak of ourselves and 

of the beauty all around us,” he said. 

Much of the pope’s reflections on storytelling centered on 

the Bible as the quintessential human story. 

“Sacred Scripture is a Story of stories,” he said. “It shows us 

from the very beginning a God who is both creator and 

narrator. Indeed, God speaks his word and things come into 

existence.” 

 

VP Pence and Pope Francis discuss US pro-life 

movement during Vatican meeting 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/vp-pence-and-

pope-francis-discuss-us-pro-life-movement-during-vatican-

meeting-22928 

 

Vatican City, Jan 24, 2020 / 09:20 am (CNA).- As the 

March for Life got underway in Washington, DC, Pope 

Francis and Vice President Mike Pence met in the Vatican 

Friday to discuss the Church's commitment to the pro-life 

movement. 

"It was a great privilege to spend time with Pope Francis 

and to be able to do so on a day that literally hundreds of 

thousands of Americans, including many Catholic 

Americans, are gathered on our National Mall in 

Washington D.C. standing up for the right to life, was a 

particular joy for me,” Pence told EWTN News Jan. 24. 

"And to hear his passion for the sanctity of life ... It was a 

great privilege,” Pence added. 

“I believe that the Church in the U.S. has been a bulwark in 

the right to life movement since Roe v Wade was first 

adopted by our Supreme Court in 1973,” the vice president 

said after his hour long meeting with the pope. 

“In the US we see more young people everyday embracing 

the right to life. The numbers are growing and I know the 

Church is playing a critical role in that and I know will 

continue to until we reach that day that we restore the 

sanctity of life to the center of American law and will carry 

that message throughout the world,” he added. 

Speaking of the March for Life taking place Jan. 24 in 

Washington, DC, Pence said that “on the National Mall 

today, among those hundreds of thousands of young 

people, will be an enormous number of Catholic youth.” 

“They will be waving their banners of their parishes, 

they’ll be waving the banners of their Catholic schools, and 

I think continuing to educate young people about the 

unalienable right to life, and the fact that every child is a 

gift from God has been the contribution that the Church has 

made to this cause.” 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-every-human-has-an-irrepressible-dignity-31314
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-every-human-has-an-irrepressible-dignity-31314
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/vp-pence-and-pope-francis-discuss-us-pro-life-movement-during-vatican-meeting-22928
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/vp-pence-and-pope-francis-discuss-us-pro-life-movement-during-vatican-meeting-22928
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/vp-pence-and-pope-francis-discuss-us-pro-life-movement-during-vatican-meeting-22928
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 January 30
th

   Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

January 31
st
  Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

* ASA Retreat Grades 4 and 5 in the Brophy Center 

February 1
st
  Saturday 

* 3:00 pm Confessions  

* 4:00 pm Mass in the church 

February 2
nd

 Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses 

 * Children’s Liturgy of the Word and the Lord’s Lamb’s 

during the 10:30 am Mass 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of 

Christ Sunday Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

 * No Sunday night classes: Super Bowl Sunday 

February 3
rd

  Monday 

* 8:30 am Communion Service in chapel 

* 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Center 

February 4
th

  Tuesday  

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

* 7:30- 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus Mtg. in the Millennium  

Conference Room 

  

 February 5
th

  Wednesday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 * 9:00 to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Club Mtg. in the 

Thaddeus Center 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center 

  

  
  

   

  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 

 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
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 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays  

 each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including   

 non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
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February 2 -  The Presentation of the Lord 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with Song  Hail Mary Full of Grace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bP-MJj6B64  

Younger children know the excitement of recognizing that something good is about to happen. When Simeon sees the 

infant Jesus in the Temple, he recognizes something wonderful—that God’s promise of a Savior has been fulfilled.  

Preparation for the Scripture Readings 

Invite your children to think of times when they knew something wonderful was about to happen.  

Ask: What was about to happen? How did you feel as you waited? (Accept reasonable responses.)  

Say: In today’s Gospel, we’ll hear about someone who recognized something wonderful. He saw that God had kept his 

promise to send a Savior. Listen carefully as I read. 

Read aloud the shorter form of today’s Gospel, Luke 2:22–32. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA  

Say: The Holy Spirit promised Simeon that he would not die before seeing the Messiah.  

Ask: Whom did Simeon see at the Temple? (the infant Jesus)  

Say: Simeon recognized something wonderful—that God had kept his promise to send a Savior. He saw that Jesus is our 

Lord and Savior and that after Jesus’ birth, the world would never be the same.  

 

SAINT JUDE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

SAVE THE DATES 
JUNE 15 – 19 

2020 

Caravan with Moses and the 
Israelites as they escape Egypt. 

Discover the truth straight from 
Moses – one of history’s greatest 

God-followers. 
See, hear, touch, and even taste 
what it might have been like to 

live in the Bible-times 
wilderness! 

 

All Children Preschool – 5th Grade join Moses & the Israelites on this wild adventure. 
VOLUNTEERS ALSO NEEDED 

Students in 5th Grader and above & Adult of all ages are welcome to join our cast of awesome guides, 
actors, cook, crafters, musicians, athletes, storytellers ….. !   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bP-MJj6B64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA
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Jesus doing? (performing miracles)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask: How do you think Simeon felt when he recognized that Jesus had come to save us from sin and offer us life 

forever.                               

Conclude by thanking God the Father for sending us his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

Then pray the Act of Faith. 

Conclude by listening to Hail, Mary, Gentle Woman    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RERoQ1biLdE  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song: Hail Mary Full of Grace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bP-MJj6B64 

At this age, children are familiar with their parents or other adults introducing them to people they have not met before. 

Explain that Jesus, too, was “introduced” by Mary and Joseph to God. 

Preparation for the Scripture Readings 

Say: This Gospel is probably not familiar to most of us. It is read on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, which is 

celebrated yearly on February 2.  

Ask: What do you understand by the word presentation? (Accept all reasonable responses.) A presentation can be the 

introduction of a new product or a new idea or a new person. Let’s listen to this Sunday’s Gospel. Think about which 

definition applies. 

Have one of your children read  Luke 2:22–32. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA  

Say: In today’s reading, who or what is being presented? (Jesus) Who is presenting him? (Mary and Joseph) What was 

the name of the man in the temple? (Simeon) Whom did he recognize Jesus as? (the promised Savior) What was 

Simeon’s reaction? (He broke into prayer.) What had God had promised Simeon because of his great faith? (He 

wouldn’t die before seeing the Savior.) 

Say: I didn’t expect you to remember all the answers after hearing the Gospel only one time. The important thing to 

remember is that God kept his promise by sending his Son to be our Savior.  

Remind your children that in the Gospel story, “[Mary and Joseph took Jesus] to present him to the Lord . . . and to 

offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. . .  

Explain: Everything that we have comes from God. From the beginning of time, people have offered sacrifice to pay 

homage to God and to thank him for his great gifts. Mary and Joseph offered turtledoves or pigeons. At Mass we offer 

gifts of money to support the spread of God’s Word and to care for people in need.  

Say: Now spend some quiet time with Jesus—your Lord, your friend, and your Savior. After a few moments, pray 

the Sign of the Cross together. 

Conclude by listening to Hail, Mary, Gentle Woman   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RERoQ1biLdE  

Making the Connection (Grades 7, and 8) 

Begin with Song: Hail Mary Full of Grace   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bP-MJj6B64 

At this age, young people are encouraged to participate in extracurricular activities. Remind them that the Gospel, too, is 

a call to action. We read and study the Scripture to become better acquainted with the ways we can serve God.  

Preparation for the Scripture Reading 

Explain that this feast day’s Gospel is a reading for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, which is celebrated on 

February 2. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RERoQ1biLdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bP-MJj6B64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA
http://www.loyolapress.com/sign-of-the-cross.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RERoQ1biLdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bP-MJj6B64
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Making the Connection (Grades 7, and 8)  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Ask: What do you understand by the word presentation? (Accept all reasonable responses.) A presentation can be the 

introduction of a new product or a new idea or a new person. Let’s listen to this Sunday’s Gospel. Think about which 

definition applies. 

Have one of your children read Luke 2:22–32 Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA  

Ask your children: How did Luke describe Simeon?(devout, anxious for the redemption of Israel) What promise did the 

Holy Spirit make to Simeon? (that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah of the Lord) How was Simeon able to 

recognize the baby Jesus as the Savior? (through the power of the Holy Spirit) Anna also recognized the infant Jesus as 

the Savior. What enabled her to do so? (She worshiped night and day, fasted, and prayed.) 

Say: Both Simeon and Anna were holy persons whose lives were focused on the coming of the Savior. Even though 

Jesus was only a newborn, they recognized him because they were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 Then say: We are also called to recognize Jesus. We will find him in others. Sometimes they simply need a kind word 

or acknowledgment; often they may need food or clothing.  

Pray aloud: Let us pray that, like Simeon and Anna, we too will be filled with the Holy Spirit so that we can recognize 

the goodness and holiness in all the people we meet and have the courage to help where needed. Come, Holy Spirit, fill 

our hearts with compassion and kindle in us the fire of your love. Amen. 

Conclude by listening to Hail, Mary, Gentle Woman Have one of your children read Luke 2:22–32 Then watch this 

video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA  

Ask your children: How did Luke describe Simeon?(devout, anxious for the redemption of Israel) What promise did the 

Holy Spirit make to Simeon? (that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah of the Lord) How was Simeon able to 

recognize the baby Jesus as the Savior? (through the power of the Holy Spirit) Anna also recognized the infant Jesus as 

the Savior. What enabled her to do so? (She worshiped night and day, fasted, and prayed.) 

Say: Both Simeon and Anna were holy persons whose lives were focused on the coming of the Savior. Even though 

Jesus was only a newborn, they recognized him because they were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 Then say: We are also called to recognize Jesus. We will find him in others. Sometimes they simply need a kind word 

or acknowledgment; often they may need food or clothing.  

Pray aloud: Let us pray that, like Simeon and Anna, we too will be filled with the Holy Spirit so that we can recognize 

the goodness and holiness in all the people we meet and have the courage to help where needed. Come, Holy Spirit, fill 

our hearts with compassion and kindle in us the fire of your love. Amen. 

Conclude by listening to  Hail, Mary, Gentle Woman   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RERoQ1biLdE  

 

 

Act of Faith  

O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I believe that your 

divine Son became man and died for our sins, and that he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe these and 

all the truths which the holy Catholic Church teaches, because you have revealed them, who can neither deceive nor be 

deceived. 

Amen. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFjF6QorsDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RERoQ1biLdE
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           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

          February/March, 2020 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  February 5,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ  ($10 donation per session requested.)  

Encore Institute:  Adventures in Volunteering 

Wednesday,  February 12,  10:00 am - 11:30 am          Cost: $15 (includes lunch following the program)      
With Ben Mepham, Beth Mans, and Elly Bainbridge  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Volunteering not only helps others but leads to new discoveries and new friends. Plus, studies show that volunteering 

promotes a healthier and more active lifestyle!  Join us as we learn about two remarkable agencies, Gilda’s Club/Gilda’s 

LaughFest and Make-A-Wish Michigan and the work they do in Grand Rapids. Perhaps you will find a new opportunity 

for volunteering!  

Holy Brew: What’s Brewing in Your Life?   

Thursday,  February 13,    7:00 pm - 8:30 pm                       Meet at Peppino’s Sports Grille  

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP              130 Ionia Avenue SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      

At Holy Brew we come together one Thursday a month over a meal and a pint to talk through various topics. When we 

share our own experiences and listen to the journeys of other young adults, we trust that the Holy Spirit speaks to our 

hearts and gives us the strength to life authentic Christian lives. Come alone or bring a friend.  

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  February 19,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ  ($10 donation per session requested.)  

Give Up Worry for Lent 

Monday,  March 2,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm      Book Cost: $10.00      Books are available at the Catholic Information Center 

Facilitated by Chris McMullin     office.   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Worries! From relationships to health, and everything in-between…we all have them. The question is  

how do we deal with them?  Gary Zimak’s book holds the key!  Zimak offers fellow worriers practical,  

scripture-centered advice on how to relinquish the need to control the uncontrollable—not just for Lent  

but for good—and how to find peace in Christ. Join us for this five-week Lenten small group study  

program and learn how to give up “worry” this Lenten Season 

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
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