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From the Director of Faith Formation 

    January 24, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 4 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

   Thursday....Gospel Reading  

 Study Group 8:30 am & 7:00 pm 

   Everyone is Invited to Attend  

Tonight,  we will meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

in Room N-10 in the school north wing, On  

Thursday mornings after the 8:30 am Mass, we  

will meet in the Brophy Center around 9:15 am.  

The Men’s Thursday Evening Bible study will be suspended during this time so that 

couples, singles, and women in the parish can join us for the Study of the Gospel of 

Luke. We hope that at least one parent will be able to join us either at the morning 

or evening session. This will give our parents some background to work with 

children as we read through the Gospel of Luke at the weekend liturgies.  

Here is what we will do this week: read from  the Gospel of Luke 1:1-4, 4-14-21. 

We will ask “What message was Luke telling about Jesus’ speech in Nazareth?” 

And then we asked: How can we change to be a better disciple of Jesus?    

All of us are looking forward to hear what Fr. Tom or Deacon Larry will share this 

weekend when we hear their homily's. We will pass out the “Notes for the Gospel of 

Luke” found on the final pages of this week’s newsletter. 

Between now and the weekend liturgies we are asking all of you to read the gospel 

for Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21 and follow the steps below 

in preparing for the Sunday Mass. 

1. Before attending the weekend Mass read all three readings if you have time, but 

the Gospel reading for sure (See page 2).  

2. Read “Getting Ready for the weekend celebration of Mass,” or “Living the 

Word” before coming to the weekend Mass. 

3. After Mass read the reflection and suggestions for action on Living the Word 

(page 2). 

4. Read the Commentary on the Gospel from Loyola Press.(page 3). 

5. Listen to the weekly radio homily from Bishop Barron (page 4).  

6. If you have children in grades 1-8, use the home lesson  

plans for those grade levels 

7. Decide what you will do as an individual or a family  

this week to live the message of the Gospel.  

For those who were not able to make it to either the  

morning or evening sessions, we are including the  

background notes we distributed at the meeting on the  

Gospel of Luke. These notes can be found at the end of  

this newsletter.  
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 Clem Schwartz   

This week we start a new  

program here at St. Jude’s  

Parish.  

Every Thursday,  we  

will meet to read and  

reflect on the coming  

Sunday Gospel Reading. 

Most of that time we will  

be making our way through 

the Gospel of Luke.  

This week we read the first four verses 

of Chapter 1 and then jump to Luke’s 

way of introducing us to Jesus as the 

long-waited for Savior in Chapter 4. 

Jesus returns to his home town and 

announces in the synagogue that he is 

the long-awaited Messiah, the anointed 

one or Christ.  

Since we have all been baptized we, too, 

have been called to the same mission 

which Jesus speaks about in the 

synagogue.  

With the gifts of the Holy Spirit we have 

the power and ability to bring the good 

news to the poor, to proclaim to those 

who are captives of sin, and light to 

those who are spiritually blind. We, too 

will help the oppressed go free.  

Listen to Christ Be Our Light by 

Bernadette Farrell   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8F

UPItZ5Xs   

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  

 

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8FUPItZ5Xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8FUPItZ5Xs
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net
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Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass:    Living the Word 

January 27, 2019  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us about the transcendent nature of the Holy Spirit in our lives and Christ’s call for us to follow 

his lead in serving the world around us. Luke’s initial narrative relates his desire to pass along the events of Jesus’ life. ( Luke 

1:1-4) The continuation of this Gospel skips to Luke Chapter 4, verses 14-21 and describes Jesus’ return to his home synagogue 

and his spirit-filled incarnation of Isaiah’s prophetic message. We are to be reminded about the moving of the Spirit within 

ourselves and our daily lives. We will be motivated by a unique calling to serve the needs of the Church and the world.  

Our focus this week is to bring the Good News of Jesus to the poor in spirit 

Read:  Nehemiah 8:2-4 a    1 Corinthians 12:12-30           Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21       

Read all three readings if you can, but the Gospel reading should be read before attending Mass. 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

Lord, your words are spirit and life. Renew your spirit within us, that we may proclaim your Good News by the example of 

our lives. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Gospel Prepare for Word        (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

Why do you think it was important to Luke to spell out his sources for this story including reports from eyewitnesses? (Luke 

1:1-4) 

Have you ever had a moment when you felt the power of the Holy Spirit moving in your life? 

How did this embolden you to share your faith with someone? 

Contained in this week’s gospel are the very words which were written to foretell of Jesus coming as the Messiah. Since we 

are baptized and a member of the Body of Christ, we, too, share in the mission of Jesus to: 

o Bring God’s Word to the poor 

o Proclaim liberty to people who are enslaved in any way, even by additions or behavior 

o Bring sight to those who cannot see for themselves, including the spiritually blind 

o Help those who are oppressed in any way to find freedom and liberty. 

o Proclaim God’s love. 

Decide on one of these missions listed above, which Jesus is calling you to do this week! 

Reflect on the Word     (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Each person has his or her gifts as we are reminded of again in St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. Using the metaphor of the 

body being made up of many parts, St Paul challenges us to live our gifts out so that others may do the same. If you are a 

teacher, then teach! If you have a gift toward prophecy, then be a prophet who proclaims the good news about Jesus. We 

cannot be all parts of the body at the same time, but we can do our part to be the best version of ourselves so that the body is 

enriched and inspired by our gifts. 

Act on the Word 

Jesus felt the Holy Spirit moving within him. This enabled him to educate, inspire, and save those who heard him preach and 

teach. In his home community’s synagogue, Jesus proclaimed that he was the fulfillment of the prophesies the faithful had 

studied. He came to set them free. 

Christ calls each of us to come to the aid of those in need. The workings of the Holy Spirit in our hearts enable us to bring 

light, liberty and love to the suffering of others. Jesus was a man for others; we, too, have been given the same mission to love 

others with our whole being. Use your gifts to serve the needs of others.  

The Living Word TM 2018-2019 Copyrighted 2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Written by Stacey Sumereau. Used with permission. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4U2pGgrsC0


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

January 27 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

Today's Gospel reading skips several 

chapters in which one would find the Infancy 

Narratives, Jesus' baptism by John, the 

temptations Jesus faced in the desert, and the 

beginning of Jesus' public ministry. In 

chapter four of Luke's Gospel, we hear that 

Jesus is in his hometown of Nazareth, 

attending the synagogue on the Sabbath, 

which is said to be his custom. In this 

account, we find another important clue that 

Jesus lived as a faithful, observant Jew. We 

will continue to read from Luke's Gospel in 

sequence for the next two Sundays. 

As Jesus stands in the synagogue, he reads 

from the scroll handed to him; it contains the 

words of the prophet Isaiah. At this early 

moment in his ministry, Jesus announces his 

mission in continuity with Israel's prophetic 

tradition. This reading from Isaiah defines 

Jesus' ministry. We will find more evidence 

of this as we continue to read from Luke's 

Gospel throughout the year. Jesus' ministry 

will include bringing glad tidings to the poor, 

liberty to captives, healing to the sick, 

freedom to the oppressed, and proclaiming a 

year acceptable to the Lord. 

Through this text from Isaiah, Jesus 

announces God's salvation. The “year 

acceptable to the Lord” is a reference to the 

Jewish tradition of Sabbath years and jubilee. 

The Sabbath year was observed every 

seventh year. It was a year of rest when land 

was left fallow and food stores were to be 

shared equally with all. A year of Jubilee was 

celebrated every fiftieth year, the conclusion 

of seven cycles of Sabbath years. It was a 

year of renewal in which debts were forgiven 

and slaves were freed. 

This tradition of Jubilee is the framework for 

God's promise of salvation. And yet in Jesus, 

something new begins. Jesus not only 

announces God's salvation, he brings this 

salvation about in his person. Jesus is 

Yahweh's Anointed One, filled with the Spirit 

of God. The Kingdom of God is now at hand. 

It is made present in Jesus, in his life, death, 

and Resurrection. Jesus will send the Holy 

Spirit so that the Kingdom of God can be 

fulfilled.  

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21   http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012719.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus reads aloud from the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah and announces that this Scripture is now fulfilled. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Jesus was the one sent by God to bring salvation to the world. Jesus 

announced that mission using the framework we hear in today's Gospel 

from the prophet Isaiah: glad tidings will be brought to the poor, liberty to 

captives, recovery of sight for the blind, and freedom for the oppressed. 

Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of God in his person—through his life, 

death, and Resurrection. We are charged with the task of continuing the 

mission that Jesus began. Jesus set the framework for all of us when he 

announced his ministry in today's Gospel. Jesus also gave us the helper we 

would need to enable us to participate in his mission. The Holy Spirit has 

been given to us so that we, the Church, might serve the Kingdom of God. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Gather with your family and suggest that they try to picture the vision that 

Jesus describes using the words of the prophet Isaiah as you read today's 

Gospel, Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21.Think about your neighborhood, your 

community. What are the situations and who are the people who most need 

to see this vision fulfilled? What steps would be necessary to make the vision 

a reality for them? Make a family commitment to pray for the Kingdom of 

God and to take a particular action that will address a need you see in your 

community. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you by praying the Prayer to the 

Holy Spirit. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/third-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... that the Holy Spirit is Jesus' gift to the  

Church?  The Holy Spirit enables the Church  

to continue the mission of Jesus. When we do  

what Jesus did—bring glad tidings to the poor, 

liberty to captives, healing to the sick, and  

freedom to the oppressed—we serve the  

Kingdom of God. 

 

Examination of Conscience... 

Do I do what Jesus did - bring glad tidings 

to the poor, liberty to the captives, healing  

to the sick and freedom to the oppressed? 

Do I follow the Holy Spirit?? 

What do I do to be a disciple of Christ? 

Am I helping to fulfill the Kingdom of 

God? 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012416.cfm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily 
Oddly this week’s gospel from Luke was not found in the achieves on the Word of Fire website.  Quite often 

Bishop Barron has treated the first reading from Nehemiah over the years, and way back in 2001 he gave a  

discourse on the second reading. Use either one of these links depending upon what reading the homilist uses  

this coming weekend. If he uses the gospel reading click on either one of these links. The dramatic scene 

presented in the Book of Nehemiah presents a people who had forgotten their identity and learning, as if for 

 the first time, who they really are. It is the mission of all those who remain invested in the Faith of the  

Church to give testimony to their brothers and sisters in Christ, reminding all, that in Christ, we have  

received a unique and wonderful identity- and it is only when we know who we are that will be able to  

find our purpose and accomplish the mission that Christ has given to us. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/learning-who-we-are/869/  

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for      January 27, 2019       Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with song: Be Not Afraid Song by John Michael Talbot  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g  

At the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus announced his mission and proclaimed that God’s promise of salvation was now fulfilled. 

Help younger children see that they are part of a community of God’s People who continue Jesus’ mission in the world today. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your children to pray the Sign of the Cross with you. 

Say: When we pray the Sign of the Cross, we remember the One God in Three Persons.  

Invite your children to name the three persons. (God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit)  

Say: God the Father sent his Son, Jesus, to save us. Jesus showed us how to love others and serve God’s kingdom. In today’s 

Gospel, Jesus tells the people about his mission, the work that he will do to bring forth God’s kingdom. 

Read today’s Gospel, Luke 1:1–4; 4:14–21. Then watch this video clip:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIWPF7BSfiw  

Say: Jesus responded to the needs of the world. He shared his message of the Father’s love and forgiveness with everyone, 

especially those who were in need. He sends us the Holy Spirit to help us continue his mission. Every kind thing we do is a 

way to serve God’s kingdom. Let’s all look for a way to be kind and helpful today. 

Pray: “Jesus, thank you for showing us how to love others. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will continue your mission.”  

Conclude by listening to the song: Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  

Begin with song:  Be Not Afraid Song by John Michael Talbot    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g  

When Jesus announced his mission at the synagogue at Nazareth, he drew from Israel's prophetic tradition to announce that 

God's promised salvation was now fulfilled. Older children can be led to see that the needs of our world today are included in 
the framework of the good news of the Kingdom that Jesus announced. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: We hear stories every day of people in need in our country and around the world. What are some areas of need that you 
know about? (Accept all reasonable answers)  

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, John 2:1-11.  And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/learning-who-we-are/869/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIWPF7BSfiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  

      

 

 

 

 

 

Invite your children to name the three persons. (God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit)  

Say: God the Father sent his Son, Jesus, to save us. Jesus showed us how to love others and serve God’s kingdom. In today’s 

Gospel, Jesus tells the people about his mission, the work that he will do to bring forth God’s kingdom. 

Read today’s Gospel, Luke 1:1–4; 4:14–21. Then watch this video clip:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIWPF7BSfiw  

Say: Jesus responded to the needs of the world. He shared his message of the Father’s love and forgiveness with everyone, 

especially those who were in need. He sends us the Holy Spirit to help us continue his mission. Every kind thing we do is a 

way to serve God’s kingdom. Let’s all look for a way to be kind and helpful today. 

Pray: “Jesus, thank you for showing us how to love others. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will continue your mission.”  

Conclude by listening to the song: Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with song:  Be Not Afraid Song by John Michael Talbot  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g  

When Jesus announced his mission at the synagogue at Nazareth, he drew from Israel's prophetic tradition to announce that 

God was now beginning something new. The vision of the Kingdom of God can inspire young people to serve others in Jesus' 
name, relying on the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your children to describe what they imagine God wants for the world.  

Say: God intends these kinds of things for us and even more. Long ago, God promised through the prophets that he would 

establish such a society among us. This promise was kept alive through the ages. Jesus knew this promise. In today's Gospel, 

Jesus recalls this promise and tells us something new. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel.  

Have one of your children read today's Gospel, Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIWPF7BSfiw  

Ask: How does Jesus describe the vision of the world that God promised? (a world in which the poor hear glad tidings; a world 

in which captives are set free; a world in which those who are blind can see; a world in which those who are oppressed are 

freed) 

Say: At this point, Jesus is reading the text of the prophet Isaiah. After he sits down, Jesus says something new.  

Ask: What does Jesus say? (that this reading, the promise of this vision of the world, is fulfilled now) What do you think Jesus 

means by this? (Jesus, himself, is the one who will do these things in the world.) What examples from Jesus' ministry can you 

name that show that he did these things?(Jesus healed the sick, he forgave sinners, and so on.) Jesus established the Kingdom 
of God through his life, death, and Resurrection. 

Say: The work of Jesus continues in our world today. This reading gives us a clue about how this happens. The reading from 
the prophet Isaiah promised these things would be accomplished through the Spirit of the Lord. Jesus has given his Spirit to us. 

Ask: When did we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit? (at our Baptism; this gift is strengthened at Confirmation.) What does 
the Holy Spirit help us do?(serve the Kingdom of God) 

Invite your children to identify one action that they might take to serve the Kingdom of God. Tell them that through prayer we 
ask the Holy Spirit to help us share in the mission that Jesus gave to the Church.  

Pray together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

Conclude by listening to the song: Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIWPF7BSfiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIWPF7BSfiw
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 January 24th  Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in church 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

  

 January 25th  Friday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

  

 January 26th Saturday                                                                                                                       
 * 2:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

  

 January 27th  Sunday 

 * 8:30 am & 10:30 am Mass Coffee & Doughnuts after  Mass  

 *During the 10:30 am Mass the Lord’s Lambs and Children’s 

Liturgy of the Word 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ  

Sunday Services  - ASA Gym/Family Center 

 * 5:30 pm Sunday evening classes for public school students in 

grades 1-8  

  

 January 28th    Monday                                                                                                

* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

* 6:30 pm - Soups On fundraiser at the B.O.B. downtown 

January 29th  Tuesday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

January 30th  Wednesday 

 * 8:00 am Senior Men’s Club in the Thaddeus Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

      

  

  

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order this book, click on the link:  https://dynamiccatholic.com/the-21-undeniable-secrets-of-marriage-free-copy 

 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/the-21-undeniable-secrets-of-marriage-free-copy
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Knights on parade: With the Knights of 

Columbus at the March for Life 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/knights-on-

parade-with-the-knights-of-columbus-at-the-march-for-life-

75672 

 

Washington D.C., Jan 18, 2019 / 05:30 pm (CNA).- Their 

activism has sparked controversy in recent months, after a U.S. 

senator called the Knights of Columbus and their pro-life work 

“extreme.” But the Knights of Columbus say their work in the 

pro-life movement is a part of their Catholic identity, and that 

they’re proud of their long-standing involvement in the annual 

March for Life   

In fact, according to Supreme Knight and CEO Carl A. 

Anderson, when the March for Life began in the early 1970s, 

the Knights of Columbus was one of the first groups to lend a 
hand. 

Anderson told CNA that the Knights now play a part in “just 

about everything that needs to be done” on the days leading up 
to, and during, the march. 

CNA spent the 2019 March for Life getting a behind-the-scenes 

look at the work of the Knights of Columbus during the nation’s 

largest annual pro-life gathering. 

Standing guard 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception is the largest Catholic Church in North America; it 

was designed to hold about 10,000 people. The night before the 

March for Life there were at least that number present for the 

National Prayer Vigil for Life. People filled the pews, and 
nearly every space around them in the aisles. 

At 5:30 pm  a procession of priests, bishops, and cardinals 

entered the basilica. When they did, Knights of Columbus from 

19 different local councils were among the volunteers serving as 
ushers to help keep the crowd in order. 

 

Pope’s app 'Click to Pray' connects 

Catholics to a Smartphone prayer network 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/popes-app-

click-to-pray-connects-catholics-to-a-smartphone-

prayer-network-81451 

 

Vatican City, Jan 20, 2019 / 06:46 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- Pope Francis launched an app Sunday called 

 “Click to Pray,” which connects Catholics to a global 

network to share prayer intentions via their 

Smartphones. 

The pope opened the new app using an iPad during his 

Angelus address Jan. 20 and encouraged young 

Catholics, in particular, to download the Smartphone 

app to pray the “Rosary of Peace” ahead of World 

Youth Day. 

“Click to Pray” allows users to post prayer intentions 

and view other prayer requests in six languages. After 

posting on the social network, one can track how many 

Catholics around the world have prayed for their 

request. 

The Android and iOS app includes the pope’s monthly 

prayer intentions, all of the mysteries of the rosary, and 

daily prayers for morning, afternoon, and night. In each 

of these sections, users can click a box to indicate that 

they have completed the prayer and view how many 

others also prayed. 

This month’s prayer intention is “for young people and 

the example of Mary.” In his Angelus address, Pope 

Francis reflected on Mary’s role in Sunday’s Gospel 
narrative of the wedding feast at Cana. 

“Let us look at Mary: the words that Mary addresses to 

the servants come to crown the spousal framework of 

Cana, ‘Do whatever he tells you,’” Francis said. “These 

words are a precious inheritance that our Mother has left 

us.” 

“To serve the Lord means to listen and practice His 

word. It is the simple, essential recommendation of the 

Mother of Jesus, it is the program of life of the 

Christian,” he continued.  

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/knights-on-parade-with-the-knights-of-columbus-at-the-march-for-life-75672
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/knights-on-parade-with-the-knights-of-columbus-at-the-march-for-life-75672
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/knights-on-parade-with-the-knights-of-columbus-at-the-march-for-life-75672
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

 week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  non- 

 parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click in this Link: https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

Pope Francis tells Christians to share their gifts with each other 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-tells-christians-to-share-their-gifts-with-each-other-27354 

Rome, Italy, Jan 18, 2019 / 12:19 pm (CNA/EWTN News).- The path to Christian unity takes a willingness to acknowledge 

and share in the gifts other Christian communities have also received, Pope Francis said at an ecumenical Vespers service 
Friday. 

To take the first step toward unity requires humble recognition of the fact that the blessings Catholics and other Christians have 
received do not belong to them by “right,” but are a gift meant to be shared with others, he said Jan. 18. 

“Then, we must acknowledge the value of the grace granted to other Christian communities,” he continued. “As a result, we 

will want to partake of the gifts of others. A Christian people renewed and enriched by this exchange of gifts will be a people 
capable of journeying firmly and confidently on the path that leads to unity.” 

Held at Rome's Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls, the service marked the beginning of the Octave of Prayer for Christian 

Unity. 

In his homily, Pope Francis reflected on the week’s theme, “Seek to be truly just,” inspired by the line from Deuteronomy 

which says: “Justice, justice alone shall you pursue, so that you may live and possess the land the Lord, your God, is giving 

you.” 

One of the grave injustices of today, he said, is the vast disparity in wealth which exists in many countries around the world. 

 

 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-tells-christians-to-share-their-gifts-with-each-other-27354
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

          SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                  for 

            January/February, 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Gallagher Talk: Your One Wild and Precious Life 

Monday, January 28   2019   7:00 pm -  8:30 pm 

With Fr. Mark-David Janus, CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Vocation comes from a Latin word which means calling, in the sense that we are “called” to do something, we are 

“called” to be someone. From the Christian perspective, the one doing the “calling” is God. What do we feel we are 

called to do with our life? Who is the person we are called to be?  How you answer that question is probably the most 

interesting thing about you. It is the very core of our life’s happiness and fulfillment. It is also how we find God.  We are 

each given one wild precious life—So, what are you going to do with yours? ($10 donation requested)      

Couple to Couple League (CCL) Natural Family Planning – Main Class Series 

Monday, February 4, 2019   6:30 pm -  8:30 pm 

Hosted by the Couple to Couple League (CCL) 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

$135 per couple 

Financial assistance available – contact Julie Cook at Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com 

Advance Registration Required.  Register at http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841 

The Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a Fertility Awareness-Based Method for tracking 

fertility. Engaged & married couples are invited to learn this 99% effective, 100% natural alternative to birth control that 

is church-approved. Single women are also encouraged to register and gain insight into their cycles and overall health. 

Heaven  and the Afterlife 

Tuesday,  February 5, 2019    10:00 am to 11:30 am  

With Sr. Mary Kay Oosdyke, OP 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Christians maintain a faith and a hope that there is something “more” beyond life on earth. That faith/hope is well 

grounded in Jesus Christ, the Risen One. But our condolences of, “He/She is in a better place,” or “He/She is in heaven,” 

at wakes and funerals leaves even us wondering about the meaning of what we have just said. Without meaning, can 

words be comforting?  This program will look at some possibilities we can imagine of what might happen after death and 

then go back and look deeply at what our faith teaches us.  Bring your thoughts and questions to enrich our 

understanding of this life-shaping mystery.    ($10 donation  requested)  

Holy Brew for Adults in their 20s and 30s: The Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life? (Feb.) 

Thursday,  February 7,  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm       **Meeting at the 7 Monks Taproom  (740 Michigan Street NE)   

With Fr. René Constanza, CSP,  Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP  & Sr. Maria Serra Garcia, FSE  

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Every year on Pentecost, we recall the Holy Spirit’s descent upon the disciples as they were hiding in fear after Jesus’ 

resurrection. To put it another way: we believe that the Holy Spirit made and animates the Church. Together, we’ll think 

about then, discuss what this means for us today.  How the Holy Spirit keeps the church united and together. The good 

news is that the Holy Spirit doesn’t just stop there, it also is the breath of God in our own lives. 

Advance Registration Required:  Call 616-459-7267 or email register@catholicinformationcenter.org 

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
mailto:Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com
http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
file:///E:/Back-up%203/Faith%20Formation/register@catholicinformationcenter.org


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background Notes on the Gospel of Luke 

Most of you realize there are four different Gospels. Open up any New Testament and you will find four gospels according to 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The first thing we need to mention is that Matthew was not the first gospel written. Many 

early Church leaders thought that Matthew’s Gospel was written In Aramaic – the common language that Jesus and his 

apostles spoke every day – and later was translated into Greek. That theory is no longer held by most Catholic biblical 

scholars.  

The first gospel written was Mark’s Gospel sometime around 70 A.D. probably in Rome. The theory is that Mark is the John 

Mark who is referenced as the person who assisted Paul on his missionary journeys and eventfully followed both Peter and 

Paul to the city of Rome. It is Mark who gets the credit for creating the gospel format. Unlike Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels 

there is no infancy narrative. Instead Mark begins his Gospel with the preaching of John the Baptist. Although Mark is the 

shortest of the four gospels, it often gives more details about the miracle stories of Jesus. 

It is very important for us to realize that Mark’s Gospel was not the earliest writing in the New Testament. It was Paul who 

wrote “letters” to various Christian communities in the 50’s A. D. who has the honor to have written the oldest letter in the 

New Testament around the year 51 A.D. Here is a chart with the appropriate dates of composition of the books of the New 

Testament. (Taken from Matthew, Mark, Luke and You: Unraveling the Gospels by William O; Malley, Ave Maria Press, 

Copyright, 1996, page 134.) 

Early 50’s   1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians 

Late 50’s   Galatians, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Romans, Philippians (?) 

Early 60’s  Philippians (?), Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians 

Mid 60’s  Mark, 1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy, 1 Peter 

70’s to 80’s   Matthew, Luke-Acts, Jude James, Hebrews 

90’s   John, Apocalypse (Book of Revelation), Epistles of John 

Most scripture scholars tell us that Jesus died and rose in the year 30 A.D. Yet we often read that Jesus was 33 years old. The 

problem goes back to when they decided to keep time referencing to the birth of Jesus. (AD comes from the Latin anno 

domini  which means in the year of the Lord.) And the person who put together Jesus’ birth date was off by three years, and so 

Jesus really was born in 3 or 4 B.C. The point of bringing this to your attention is that if Jesus dies in 30 A.D. and Paul didn’t 

write until 50 A.D., that was 20 years after his resurrection. And even more remarkable is that Mark’s Gospel was written not 

until 65 A.D. which means some 35 to 40 years after the death of Jesus. How did the message of Jesus get communicated 

from his death to the beginning of the writings about Jesus?   

“At first the early church community communicated the message about Jesus through oral tradition. This means that what the 

apostles experienced about Jesus and what they learned from him was passed on by word of mouth.  The earliest members of 

the Church saw no need to write anything down in the form of an official record of Jesus. After all, the Lord Jesus himself left 

no written document of his life and teaching.  

Moreover, like other teachers of his time, Jesus taught by the spoken word. His disciples, like the disciples of all great teachers 

of that time, remembered his words and discussed them. This was not unusual, the disciples were people of their time. They 

were not highly educated, nor were they practice in the art of writing. Like many ancient people, however, they were 

accustomed to committing words and ideas to memory. 

Even after the resurrection there was still no need to write down anything because of the apostles and other eyewitnesses to 

Jesus were still alive. If people wanted to know anything about Jesus, all they needed to do was talk to these eyewitnesses and 

close friends of the Lord.  Another reason formal written records were not kept from the start was that the community 

expected Jesus would return to them very soon.” (This summary was copied from New Testament: A Course on Jesus Christ 

and His Disciples, William H. Sadlier, Inc. Copyright 1999, page 12. ) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “It was not long, however, before things changed for the early Christian community. People began to realize that the second 

coming of Jesus was not going to happen immediately…Then the first apostles began to die. Many feared that soon no one of 

the original followers of Jesus would be left. Where could people turn to make sure that the truth of Jesus and his teaching was 

being handed on? About twenty years after the death and resurrection, what we now describe as the first official writings of 

the Church began to appear. These were the letters written by Saint Paul to various Christian communities….Eventfully the 

church recognized that Paul’s letters and four gospel accounts would be part of what we now call the New Testament. These 

writings came out of the lived experiences and were written under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They addressed the needs 

of different Church communities and took shape over a long period of time.” (This summary was taken from New Testament 

cited above, pages 12 and 13.) 

“In the New Testament the Good News about Jesus is told from four different points of view, according to the views of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. No one should be confused by this, however, there is only one Good News about Jesus, but it 

is told in four unique ways….We already know that the gospels came about in three stages. First there was Jesus himself, then 

came the Church with its oral tradition, and the Apostolic Preaching about Jesus, and finally there came the gospels 

themselves, written between the late 60’s and the early 90’s. of the first century A.D.  

Because these gospels were written so many years after the time of Jesus, the writers were probably not eyewitnesses to his 

life and ministry. They were what we might call second generation Christians. Guided by the Holy Spirit, they took what they 

had received and organized it in four different ways. They did this to serve the spiritual needs of the communities for which 

they wrote.  

One way to think to look at the four gospels is to consider them as four different portraits of the same Person. The four 

evangelists, or gospel writers, are like painters who used the same subject. Each gives us a different way of approaching Jesus, 

but each gives us the same truth about Jesus in the end… 

When the gospels were first written, they did not contain the names of the men who wrote. It was only many years later that 

people tried to identify the evangelist by name…But the most important thing to remember is the each gospel account is the 

Good News about Jesus, not the good news about Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

If we put the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke side by side in parallel columns and look at them together, we see many 

similarities. That is why they are called synoptic gospels . Synoptic is a word that means “looking together.” It is easy to 

remember the meaning of this word by recalling its Greek roots: optic means “to see,” and syn meaning “together.” (This 

summary was taken from New Testament cited above, pages 69,70.) 

But why are these three gospels so similar and John’s Gospel so different? First of all, these three gospels were written around 

the same time with Mark’s Gospel considered to be the first of the three. It doesn’t make sense to scripture scholars that if 

Matthew’s Gospel was written first why would Mark not include the infancy narratives or Christmas story about Jesus. Either 

Mark did not have a copy of Matthew’s Gospel, or Mark Gospel was written first and both Matthews and Luke had a copy of 

Mark’s Gospel. 

“The first three gospels have more or less the same content. They report many of the same words and deeds of Jesus, the same 

miracles, parables, discussions and events. In some sections, all three will be verbally almost identical, in others, two will be 

identical….The plot arrangement of the three gospels is also more or less parallel: The activities of John the Baptist are 

described, Jesus is baptized by him and enters the desert where Satan (the symbol of worldly selfishness) tempts him to throw 

over the mission and join “everyone else.” Jesus then begins his public life, preaching and healing in Galilee, and finally 

begins his last journey to Jerusalem and to his death and resurrection. The accounts of the Passion are where the three are most 

nearly identical.”  (Taken from Matthew, Mark, Luke, and You cited above, page 141.) 

Bring your Bibles to the Thursday meetings. There will be several copies at our Thursday meeting if you do not have your 

personal copy of the Bible. If you are following along at home, be sure to read in your Catholic Bible the introduction to the 

Gospel of Luke. If you need a copy of the Bible for use at home, pick up a copy from the Kelly Room. Bibles can be found on 

the bottom self of the DVD rack. Look for the green covered Bibles.  

 


