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     Thursday,   January 23, 2020  Vol. 7  Issue 4   

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

Remember: if the driving  

conditions are not good,  

watch TV stations 41, 8,  

and 13 for a cancellation  

of classes. We will also try  

to send an email to all  

registered families with children in 

grades 1-8. 

If other events have been cancelled in 

the parish earlier in the day, quite 

often classes will be cancelled that 

evenings.  

There will be an additional 

Confirmation Meeting on February 23 

Sunday evening during the classes 

from 5:30 pm to 6:45 pm. That is the 

deadline for all the paperwork 

including the Saints papers to be 

turned in. Candidates from ASA as 

well as the public school eighth 

graders with their sponsors (or 

parents)  are expected to be present at 

this meeting to go over what will be 

taking place on March 11 at the 

Cathedral during the Confirmation 

ceremony.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

More About the Sacraments 

Last Sunday between the morning  

Masses Fr. Tom had his first  

“fireside chat about all things  

sacramental.” For many of us  

older generation we recall that a  

“sacrament was an outward sign  

instituted by Christ to give grace.” The problem with this old definition was 

that there are many outward signs we encounter in our lives from stop signs to 

wedding rings. How are the church’s signs different from all those other 

outward signs.  

So how do we define what is a sacrament today when we are teaching your 

children? Here is an examples of the definition of a sacrament that is used with 

our fifth graders: “ A sacrament is an effective sign given to us by Jesus 

through which we share in God’s life.” You will notice there is a different word 

rather than “outward.” The word “effective” means that sacraments do more 

than inform us such as to stop sign, or a street sign helps us find our friend’s 

home. A sacrament is more than that wedding ring which reminds people we 

are married to another person but says without words. These kinds of signs are 

called symbols which communicates without using words. The word 

“effective” means that it causes to happen what the sign symbolizes. The 

waters of Baptism not only washes away our sins but causes something to 

happen so that our sins are removed. When the priest says the words that Jesus 

said at the Last Supper it causes to happen the bread and wine to become Jesus’ 

Body and Blood. When we confess our sins to a priest in the confessional, the 

absolution not only reminds us of Jesus’ forgiveness of our sins, but that 

blessing causes to happen the forgiveness of our sins.  

Sometimes if we look at some of the ordinary signs and make them an effective 

sign the difference is more evident. Let’s say we made the stop sign a 

sacrament, that is causes to happen what is symbolizes.. Therefore, the stop 

sign would stop the car. What if we make a handshake  

a sacrament, that handshake will make each other  

friends. So the seven traditional sacraments: Baptism,  

Confirmation, the Eucharist, Penance, Anointing of the  

Sick, Holy Orders and Matrimony only gradually  

became the seven rituals which the Church called  

“sacraments.” 
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The Nicene Creed that we recite at Mass each Sunday was written in the fourth century when Christianity became the 

established religion of the Roman Empire and the Church decided which books were inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

became what we call today the New Testament. (Council of Hippo, 390 AD) The Church also decided to translate the New 

Testament from Greek into Latin since most of the common people could no longer understand Greek.  

The Church of the fourth century had not yet decided on the number of sacraments. It took many centuries for the Church 

to conclude the number of sacraments and how to celebrate them. The CCC says: 

“As she (the Church) has done for the canon of Sacred Scripture and for the doctrine of faith, the Church…has discerned 

over the centuries that among the liturgical celebrations there are seven that are, in the strict sense of the term, sacraments 

instituted by the Lord.” (CCC 1117) 

There is no reference in the Nicene Creed to the sacraments because the Church had not yet identified seven liturgical 

celebrations as sacraments. St. Augustine, in fact, considered anything that reminded us about God or Jesus was a 

sacrament. A crucifix or the baptismal fonts were sacraments in the fourth century. Later, the Church would call these 

objects “sacramentals.”  

“Before the number seven was finally settled upon during the medieval period (at Lyons ll in 1274, at Florence in 1439, 

and at Trent in 1547), the Church lived through the entire first millennium and then some without ever having settled upon 

even a final definition of sacrament, let alone their precise number.” (Catholicism, page 800; CCC 1113, footnote #30) 

Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word 

January 26, 2020    The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week is the great light begins Jesus’ Ministry 

Read: Isaiah 8:23-9:3; 1 Corinthians 1:10-13.17; Matthew 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

Prayer for this week: Lord, Jesus Christ, in your hold face we see the face of God. Help us to keep our eyes always 

fixed on you, so that in everything we do, we may be pleasing to you. May we love you and follow you all the way to 

God’s kingdom, where you live and reign with God the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and 

ever. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word        (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

How have you heard the voice of God in your own life? 

What are some of the things that prevent you from hearing and following God’s voice? 

Reflect on the Word                      (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Notice the urgency in the disciples’ response to Jesus’ invitation? Peter, Andrew, and James and John were fishermen 

tending to their daily labor when a stranger appears on the shore and says, “Come, after me” (Matthew 4:19). The men 

immediately leave their nets and boats to follow Jesus. They do not stop to ask questions, nor do they offer any sort of 

explanation to excuse or why they are unable to follow. Rather, they accept the invitation and move forward in their 

relationship with Lord. 

Notice also where Jesus speaks to the first disciples. He does not invite them to a fancy dinner and offer an outlined 

business proposition. Instead, Jesus invites the first disciples in their ordinary places of work. The call itself was not 

extraordinary, nor was it elaborate or confusing. Jesus met the disciples where they were and simple said, “Come, after 

me” Matthew 4:19). 
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The same is true for us. Jesus does not necessarily call us in bombastic, grandiose ways. Jesus instead calls us amid our 

everyday routine. Jesus speaks to us in our studies and work, through our friends and families, and especially in the 

things that make us happy. We must recognize Jesus’ call amid the ordinary events of our lives and respond without 

hesitation or excuses.  

Act on the Word  

As you begin each day this week, ask God to help you be aware  of this presence throughout your day, especially in the 

small, possibility unnoticed ways. At the end of each day, recall each of these encounters with God and offer a prayer of 

gratitude and thanksgiving. Such as” God of goodness, help us to trust you, listen to your guidance, and to thank you for 

the gifts you have bestowed on us. May we be always faithful to you. Through Christ our Lord. Amen” 

The Living Word 2019-2020 Copyrighted 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Witten by Stacey Sumereau. NABRE Copyrighted 

2010 CCD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron's Homily for January 26 -The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 This week’s reading from the prophet Isaiah emphasizes God’s tendency to bring the best from 

 the worst situations, light from the darkness. Throughout the Bible we see wonderful things  

come from the most unexpected places, and this is reflected in our own lives as well. Often our  

greatest goodness can come from the darkest places of our beings. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/a-great-light-in-the-darkness/1023/  

 

  

 

 

 January 26 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

The people in darkness have seen a great light. 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in 

anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 

the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the 

land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2
The 

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them 

light has shined. 
3
You have multiplied the nation, you 

have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 

joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 

plunder. 

  

 

   

  

January 26 -  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 

Paul urges the community at Corinth to be united as 

people baptized in Christ’s name. 

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be 

no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 

same mind and the same judgment.  For it has been 

reported to me by Chloe’s people that there 

is quarreling among you, my brothers.  What I mean is 

that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow  

Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is 

Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 

you baptized in the name of Paul?  I thank God that I 

baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,   so 

that no one may say that you were baptized in my 

name.   (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. 

Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 

else.)   For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 

preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 

power. 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/a-great-light-in-the-darkness/1023/
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January 26 -  The Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-
faith/liturgical-year/sunday-
connection/third-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-
sunday-connection 

 

Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of 

Jesus’ public ministry. In the Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke (called the 

Synoptic Gospels), Jesus’ public ministry 

begins after his baptism by John the Baptist 

and after his retreat to the desert where he 

was tempted by the devil. When Jesus 

returns from the desert, he hears that John 

has been arrested.  

The first part of today’s Gospel places 

Jesus’ ministry in the context of the writings 

of the prophet, Isaiah. Matthew wants to 

show that Jesus is the fulfillment of the 

prophecies given to the people of Israel, and 

he refers to Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says that 

the Messiah will begin his ministry in 

Galilee, the land of the Gentiles. When 

Jesus begins to preach in Galilee, Matthew 

points to his ministry as a fulfillment of 

Isaiah’s prophecy, proof that Jesus is the 

Messiah. 

When Jesus called his first disciples, the 

Gospel tells us that the fishermen (Peter and 

Andrew, James and John) dropped 

everything to follow Jesus immediately.   

Yet this Gospel tells us little about the prior 

experience that the fishermen had of Jesus. 

Did they know him? Had they heard him 

preach? What kind of person must Jesus 

have been to invoke such a response? We 

can imagine that Jesus was a powerful 

presence to elicit a response as immediate 

and complete as these first disciples gave. 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:               

Matthew 4:12-23    http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 01/2619.cfm 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus begins to preach in Galilee and calls his first disciples. Today’s 

Gospel tells us little about the background of these fishermen, their work, 

and their families. In today’s Gospel, we are simply told that James and 

John left their father, Zebedee, in the boat and followed Jesus.  

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Some details about the families of these first followers of Jesus are found 

later in Matthew’s Gospel, however. In Matthew 8:14-15 for example, 

Jesus goes to the home of Peter and heals his mother-in-law of a 

fever. Matthew 20:20-28 relates how the mother of the sons of Zebedee 

(James and John) approaches Jesus with the request that her sons be given 

places of honor in Jesus’ kingdom. These brief references suggest that the 

first disciples’ separation from their families may not have been as 

complete as the verses in today’s Gospel might lead us to believe. 

Matthew points out the separation because he wants to show that 

Christian discipleship can require a change in our lives and even our 

family relationships. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Perhaps the message for us today is to balance the radical call to be a 

follower of Jesus with the challenge to be “fishers of men” even within 

our own families. Creating this balance may require that we change some 

of the priorities of our own family life. 

As a family, detail the activities of a typical day. Discuss together what 

priorities are reflected in this daily schedule. How does your family 

respond when your daily plans are interrupted or must be changed? 

Together read today’s Gospel, Matthew 4:12-23. Reflect together on the 

example of the first disciples who dropped everything to follow Jesus. 

Ask: Does our family schedule give evidence that we put God first in our 

family life? What might we do to better reflect that God is our priority? 

Pray together that your family will always give evidence that God comes 

first in your family life. Pray today’s Psalm or the Lord’s Prayer. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/third-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection 

Did You Know… 

The Gospel concludes with a description of  

the ministry that Jesus begins in Galilee.  

Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of God  

with his work. He teaches in the synagogue  

and preaches the kingdom. His ability to  

cure people’s diseases and illness is a sign 

 of the kingdom. 

  
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its 

publication: Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 
Training Publications. All rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most 

Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew8.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew20.htm#v20
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection
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Pope Francis: To know Christ better, 

contemplate his 'holy face' 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

to-know-christ-better-contemplate-his-holy-face-50535 

 

Vatican City, Jan 19, 2020 / 06:26 am (CNA).- Meditating 

on the Gospel and on Christ’s holy face is a good way to 

know Jesus better, especially as the Lamb of God who 

sacrificed himself for the sins of the world, Pope Francis 

said Sunday. 

Reflecting on John the Baptist’s testimony in the Gospel of 

John is an invitation “to start afresh on our journey of faith: 

to start afresh from Jesus Christ, the Lamb full of mercy that 

the Father has given for us,” he said Jan. 19. 

“We learn from the Baptist not to presume that we already 

know Jesus, that we already know everything about him,” 

he continued. “It is not so. Let’s stop on the Gospel, perhaps 

even contemplating an icon of Christ, a ‘holy face.’ 

The Holy Face of Manoppello, held in a church in an Italian 

village, is believed to be an image of the face of Christ, 

perhaps from the Veil of Veronica. 

Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the Pontifical Council for 

Promoting Christian Unity, celebrated Mass at the Shrine of 

the Holy Face in Manoppello Jan. 19. At the conclusion of 

the Mass, the cardinal led a procession with the image. 

The Mass and procession were to mark the feast of “Omnis 

Terra,” which recalls Pope Innocent III’s procession with 

the Holy Face in 1208, when the image was held at the 

Vatican. 

The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, 

the protectors of the Holy Face of Manoppello, were also 

present at the Mass and procession with Cardinal Koch. 

At his Angelus address, Pope Francis said we contemplate 

Christ with the eyes but even more so with the heart. We 

“let ourselves be instructed by the Holy Spirit, who tells us 

inside: It is He! He is the Son of God made lamb, 

immolated for love,” he said. 

Catholic bishops: US still 'painfully' far from 

Martin Luther King’s dream 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholic-

bishops-us-still-painfully-far-from-martin-luther-kings-

dream-62916 

 

Washington D.C., Jan 20, 2020 / 03:37 am (CNA).- The 

example of Martin Luther King, Jr., is still sorely needed in 

the United States, given continued injustices, racism and 

discrimination against minorities, the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops said in a message for MLK Day. 

“As our nation prepares to commemorate the life and 

witness of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., we are grateful for 

his courageous stand in so 

“But we are once again painfully aware that we are still far 

off from his dream for American solidarity with all who 

suffer injustice and his witness of love and nonviolence in 

the struggle for social change,” Archbishop Jose Gomez of 

Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, said Jan. 16., the ‘beloved community’ for which 

he gave his life.” 

King is remembered as an African-American Baptist 

minister and the most visible leader of the civil rights 

movement, for which he was awarded the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1964. He was the founding president of the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference. He was 

assassinated in 1968 at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, 

Tennessee, at age 39. 

The United States has celebrated a federal holiday in his 

memory since 1983. This year the holiday falls on Jan. 20. 

Archbishop Gomez, writing on behalf of the U.S. bishops, 

warned of continuing “disturbing outbreaks of racism and 

prejudice” against minority groups in the U.S. today. 

“Racism is a sin that denies the truth about God and his 

creation, and it is a scandal that disfigures the beauty of 

America’s founding vision,” he said. 

“Too many hearts and minds are clouded by racist 

presumptions of privilege and too many injustices in our 

society are still rooted in racism and discrimination,” the 

archbishop continued. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-to-know-christ-better-contemplate-his-holy-face-50535
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-to-know-christ-better-contemplate-his-holy-face-50535
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholic-bishops-us-still-painfully-far-from-martin-luther-kings-dream-62916
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholic-bishops-us-still-painfully-far-from-martin-luther-kings-dream-62916
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholic-bishops-us-still-painfully-far-from-martin-luther-kings-dream-62916
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

January 23
rd

  Thursday 

 * 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

* 8:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

January 24
th

  Friday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

January 25
th

   Saturday 

* 3:00 pm Confessions  

* 4:00 pm Mass 

January 26
th

 Sunday 
 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses 

 * Children’s Liturgy of the Word and the Lord’s Lamb’s 

during the 10:30 am Mass 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of 

Christ Sunday Services in ASA Family Center/Gym 

 * 9:00 am to 12:00 noon Coffee and Doughnuts in Brophy 

Center  provided by Living our Strengths 

 * 5:00 to 5:30 pm Choristers practice in the church lower 

level 

 *Sunday night Faith Formation classes at 5:30 pm  

January 27
th

 Monday 

* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

January 28
th

  Tuesday  
 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

* 7:30- 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus Mtg.  in the 

Millennium Conference Room  

 * 8:00 pm Men’s basketball in the ASA gym 

  

 January 29
th

  Wednesday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 * 9:00 to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Club Mtg. in the 

Thaddeus Center 

 * 6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group Mtg. in the Thaddeus 

Center 

 * 6:45 to 8:30 pm Adult Choir practice in the church 

lower level 

  
  

   

  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
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 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays  

 each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including   

 non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
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January 26 -  The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3 

Begin with Song  Bless the Lord, O My Soul https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A  

Younger children have probably experienced being called to do something more important or pressing while they’ve 

been in the middle of an activity. Teach them that Jesus’ first disciples knew that following him was the most important 

thing in their lives and immediately they left their work as fisherman to follow him. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Present your group with several scenarios such as the following. Ask the group how they are likely to respond in each 

situation. 

Scenario 1: You are doing your homework, and the phone rings. You answer the phone, and it’s your best friend calling. 

Scenario 2: You are watching your favorite television show, and you are called to dinner. 

Scenario 3: You are playing outside with your friend, and you are told it’s time to clean your room                                                                                                                                           

Ask: What is something that is common to each scenario? (There’s an interruption.)  

Say: Today’s Gospel tells the story of how Jesus’ first disciples responded when Jesus “interrupted” their daily routine. 

Let’s listen carefully to the Gospel.                                                                                                         

Ask: What is something that is common to each scenario? (There’s an interruption.)     

Say: Today’s Gospel tells the story of how Jesus’ first disciples responded when Jesus “interrupted” their daily routine. 

Let’s listen carefully to the Gospel. 

Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 4:12–23. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLY3qv2IyXk  

Ask: What were the disciples doing when Jesus called them? (They were working as fishermen.) Did the disciples stop 

what they were doing and follow him immediately or did they wait? (They stopped what they were doing immediately 

and followed him.)  

Say: When we know that something is very important, we set aside everything else to do it. The disciples knew that 

following Jesus was the most important thing they could do. Jesus told them they would be fishers of men, which means 

they would bring people to God. The disciples made Jesus their first priority.  

Say: Jesus asks us to make him our first priority too.  

Ask: What are some ways we can make being disciples of Jesus the most important? (Accept all reasonable responses, 

including attending Mass instead of sleeping in and being kind to others, even those we don’t like. 

Close by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Above All    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_cxhf5ISeg  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  

Begin with Song: Bless the Lord, O My Soul https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A  

We all experience interruptions in our daily lives. Today’s Gospel tells us about how Jesus’ first disciples responded 

when Jesus interrupted their daily routine and called them to a new life. We are invited to consider how we might 

respond to God’s call in our life. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Present your group with several scenarios such as the following. Ask the group how they are likely to respond in each 

situation.                                                                                                                 

Scenario 1: You are doing your homework, and the phone rings. You answer the phone, and it’s your best friend calling.                                                                                                                                                  

Scenario 2: You are watching your favorite television show, and you are called to dinner. 

Scenario 3: You are playing outside with your friend, and you are told it’s time to clean your room. 

Ask: What is something that is common to each scenario? (There’s an interruption.)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLY3qv2IyXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_cxhf5ISeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A
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Say: Today’s Gospel tells the story of how Jesus’ first disciples responded when Jesus “interrupted” their daily routine. 

Let’s listen carefully to the Gospel. 

Ask one of your children to read Matthew 4:12-23.  Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLY3qv2IyXk  

Ask: How did Peter and Andrew and James and John respond when Jesus called them? (They left their work and 

followed him “at once” and “immediately.”) How do you think you’d react if someone you didn’t know very well asked 

you to stop doing something important? (Accept all reasonable answers.) What kind of person must Jesus have been to 

bring forth such a response from the fishermen? (Accept all reasonable answers.) What does the Gospel tell us that Jesus 

did after he called his first disciples? (He traveled in Galilee, teaching in synagogues, proclaiming the kingdom, and 

curing people of their diseases.) 

Ask: How does God call us today? What work does Jesus ask us to do? How do we respond? (Accept all reasonable 

answers.) 

Say: It is not always easy to walk away from the things we want to do in order to do what Jesus wants us to do. In order 

to be able to respond generously to Jesus’ invitation to follow him, we must attend to our relationship with him through 

prayer, both private prayer and prayer with the community. Today let’s pray together that we will respond as quickly as 

the first disciples when Jesus calls us to follow him. 

Conclude by praying together the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Above All   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_cxhf5ISeg 

Making the Connection (Grades 7, and 8)  

Begin with Song: Bless the Lord, O My Soul https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A  

At this age, young people are being pulled in many different directions. They sometimes find it hard to prioritize. In this 

Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus calls us all to repent and follow him, making him our life’s priority. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Reading 

Present your group with several scenarios such as the following. Ask the group how they are likely to respond in each 

situation. 

Scenario 1: You are doing your homework, and the phone rings. You answer the phone, and it’s your best friend calling.                                                                                                                            

Scenario 2: You are watching your favorite television show, and you are called to dinner. 

Scenario 3: You are playing outside with your friend, and you are told it’s time to clean your room. 

Ask: What is something that is common to each scenario? (There’s an interruption.)  

Say: Today’s Gospel tells the story of how Jesus’ first disciples responded when Jesus “interrupted” their daily routine. 

Let’s listen carefully to the Gospel. 

Explain that in this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear about how Jesus began his ministry, calling people to repent, which 

means “to turn around” or “to change one’s mind.” 

Have one of your children read aloud Matthew 4:12-23. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLY3qv2IyXk  

Say: Jesus was able to persuade Peter, James, and John to turn their lives around and follow him. What did they turn 

away from? (a life of fishing) Jesus calls each and every one of us to turn around our lives and make following him our 

most important priority. We experience the Kingdom or the Reign of God whenever we allow Jesus to reign as the most 

important thing in our lives.  

Say: When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we say the words “thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” With these words, we 

ask Jesus to help us repent and to turn away from what we want and to embrace what he wants for us.  

Conclude by praying together the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Above All     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_cxhf5ISeg 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLY3qv2IyXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_cxhf5ISeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLY3qv2IyXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_cxhf5ISeg
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           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

   January/February/March, 2020 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Encore Institute: Genealogy – Recording Your Family History and Faith 

Wednesday,  January 29,  10:00 am - 11:45 am              Cost: $15 (includes lunch following the program) 

With Nan Schichtal, Grand Rapids Community College 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

In this presentation, Nan will share her research journey and will discuss: Genealogy as a gift to your family; How to get 

started; What genealogical resources you may use for free; and, What do you do with the information you find? 

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  February 5,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ  ($10 donation per session requested.)  

Encore Institute:  Adventures in Volunteering 

Wednesday,  February 12,  10:00 am - 11:30 am          Cost: $15 (includes lunch following the program)      
With Ben Mepham, Beth Mans, and Elly Bainbridge  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Volunteering not only helps others but leads to new discoveries and new friends. Plus, studies show that volunteering 

promotes a healthier and more active lifestyle!  Join us as we learn about two remarkable agencies, Gilda’s Club/Gilda’s 

LaughFest and Make-A-Wish Michigan and the work they do in Grand Rapids. Perhaps you will find a new opportunity 

for volunteering!  

Holy Brew: What’s Brewing in Your Life?   

Thursday,  February 13,    7:00 pm - 8:30 pm                       Meet at Peppino’s Sports Grille  

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP              130 Ionia Avenue SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      

At Holy Brew we come together one Thursday a month over a meal and a pint to talk through various topics. When we 

share our own experiences and listen to the journeys of other young adults, we trust that the Holy Spirit speaks to our 

hearts and gives us the strength to life authentic Christian lives. Come alone or bring a friend.  

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  February 19,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ  ($10 donation per session requested.)  

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  March 4,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ  ($10 donation per session requested.)  

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
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