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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

Sunday night Faith  

Formation classes will  

resume on January 5,  

Epiphany Sunday, 

from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  

Also on January 5, Confirmation 

candidates including those at ASA, 

will meet in the Brophy Center with 

either their parents or their sponsors. 

At that time, either parents or sponsors 

will be receive a booklet with the 

directions for what they need to do 

between now and the Confirmation 

ceremony on March 11
 
at the 

Cathedral of St. Andrew.  

Remember: if the driving conditions 

are not good, watch local TV stations 

Channels 41, 8, and 13 for a 

cancellation of classes.  

We will also try to send an email to all 

registered families with children in 

grades 1-8. If other events have been 

cancelled in the parish earlier in the 

day, quite often classes will be 

cancelled for that evening as well.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

Join our volunteer Catechists for a 

Retreat and Workshop on Saturday 

January 11 from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

           at Cathedral Square 

        300 Division Ave. South 

The deadline for registering for this  

workshop has been extended to  

December 31
st
. Phone the Parish office  

on January 1
st
 or 2

nd
 Clem will phone your registration in and bring the 

registration fee with him to the January 11 meeting. Join Cindy, Ted, Ann, 

Jalane, Marty and Ivonne along with three new volunteers. We have nine 

people attending.  Lunch is provided. Join us for a day of prayer and learning. 
 

Here are some more links to YouTube for Christmas music...  

Be Born in Me (Mary   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOPHkvbdOpw                    

A Baby Changes Everything  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

y0_wNPSOaw        

Do You Have Room? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXwZ3fxIWqI                       

This is Christmas https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EYVWFZ07-U                         

Son of God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9n7QDFAOXU                                

Joseph’s Song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KT4VDAIaMwU                     

Christmas Alleluia https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41xzmdRuPxc                           

He Made in a Manger  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGNhKdjdRO8               

He is the Gift  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ4JA3YZCj0                              

Born a King https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9hMtCCd5tU                          

Glory (Let there be peace) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QW4c6DcxgGc   

Son of God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9n7QDFAOXU                              

The Night Before Christmas 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTHu1PKNOLQ                                                         

When Love was born   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKSU9Dbxvrw 
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Christmas Time Prayer 
God our Father, you brought hope to your people on that night so long ago when the light of a star told them that you had 

sent a Savior. As the days grow lighter around me, help me to remain focused on your Son, the Light of the World. When 

others try to draw me into dark thoughts and deeds, help me to come back into the light of your love. Help me always to 

follow your star in my life. Help me to stay on the path of righteousness, to work for justice, and always to live in 

expectant hope for your kingdom. Through Christ our Lord   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ is one of the oldest Christian feasts, though, throughout the 

centuries, it has celebrated a variety of things. Epiphany comes from a Greek verb meaning "to reveal," and all of the 

various events celebrated by the Feast of the Epiphany are revelations of Christ to man. 

History of the Feast of the Epiphany 

Like many of the most ancient Christian feasts, Epiphany was first celebrated in the East, where it has been held from the 

beginning almost universally on January 6. Today, among both Eastern Catholics and Eastern Orthodox, the feast is 

known as Theophany—the revelation of God to man. 

Epiphany Customs 

In many parts of Europe, the celebration of Epiphany is at least as important as the celebration of Christmas. While in 

England and her historical colonies, the custom has long been to give gifts on Christmas Day itself, in Italy and other 

Mediterranean countries, Christians exchange gifts on Epiphany—the day on which the Wise Men brought their gifts to 

the Christ Child. In Northern Europe, the two traditions have often been combined, with gift-giving on both Christmas and 

Epiphany (often with smaller gifts on each of the twelve days of Christmas in between). 

 

Bishop Barron's Homily January 5 -The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 

Paul lays out for the Colossians (and us) the virtues that make a family healthy. They include  

compassion, patience, bearing the burden of the other and, above all, love. To find out precisely  

what these terms mean, listen to the sermon! 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/holy-family-values/779/  

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/holy-family-values/779/
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Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word 

January 5  -  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Our focus this week is that Christ, the savior of humankind is sent so that all may believe in hm. 

Read: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6a     Matthew 2: 1-12 

Pray with the Word               (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Lord our God, here in a humble sable we see Joseph and Mary keeping watch over their 

newborn son. We see poor shepherds and animals whose manger serves as a bed for this baby, the Christ child: Mary’s 

son and God’s son, helpless infant and mighty God. We are reminded of the happy truth of Christmas: “The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling with us”(John 1;14). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word     (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

Is it difficult for you to name your gifts and talents? How about name the gifts and talents in other people? Why do you 

think this is the case? 

What can you do TODAY to use your gifts and talents in service of God and others? 

Reflect on the Word             (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

 God’s love transcends divisions and distinctions, but too often we are ready and willing to create a sense of “other.” 

She looks different than I do. She is “other.” His beliefs are different from mine.  He is “other.” We show the partiality 

that God does not, often without being aware of it. Distinctions, separations, walls based on fear and prejudice and 

misunderstanding all keep us from the oneness to which we are called. And as Christians we must have a keen 

awareness of what and who we are called to be. 

 Part of knowing what and who we are called to be requires the ability to acknowledge, name, and claim our gifts and 

talents. Perhaps we do not want to sound self-centered or arrogant, but it is easy to downplay our abilities. However, we 

are called to do the exact opposite. We must reflect on our passions and interests, just as we must recognize the gifts 

and talents God has blesses us with.  This is how we grow in our understanding of vocation. Too often we think of 

vocation as a call to priesthood, religious life, the married life, or the single life. While these are examples of vocations, 

the term vocation means much more. Simply puts, one’s vocation is how one uses his or her gifts to serve God and the 

world. We must ask ourselves then, “what are my gifts? And “How can I use my gifts to serve God and others?” 

Act on the Word  

 The Magi in today’s Gospel present Jesus with gifts. When we truly live our vocation, we, too, present Jesus with 

gifts. Take some time to make a list of your gifts and talents What are you good at? What do you like doing? What 

makes you happy? Be proud of your gifts and do not be afraid  to be honest yourself. As you progress through the year, 

continue to add gifts to your list. Take time to read your list, thank God for your gifts, and consider how you can use 

your gifts to make a difference in the world.  

 

The Living Word 2019-2020 Copyrighted 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Witten by Stacey 

Sumereau. NABRE Copyrighted 2010 CCD 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/holy-family-values/779/
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St. Stephen's martyrdom shows 'true meaning 

of Christmas,' Pope Francis says 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/st-stephens-

martyrdom-shows-true-meaning-of-christmas-pope-

francis-says-52993 

 

Vatican City, Dec 26, 2019 / 05:02 am (CNA).- The death 

of St. Stephen, the Church’s first martyr, teaches Catholics 

to renew their commitment to charity and self-gift, part of 

the meaning of Christmas, Pope Francis said Thursday. 

In his address before the Angelus on the feast of St. 

Stephen Dec. 26, the pope noted that “in the joyful 

atmosphere of Christmas, this memory of the first Christian 

killed for the faith may appear out of place.” 

However, in the perspective of faith, he explained, the 

celebration is “in harmony with the true meaning of 

Christmas,” because in St. Stephen’s martyrdom, “violence 

is defeated by love, death by life.” 

St. Stephen, “in the hour of the supreme witness, 

contemplates the open skies and gives the persecutors his 

forgiveness,” he added. 

Pope Francis said that “at the school of St. Stephen” 

Catholics learn to fix their eyes on Jesus and to remember 

that Heaven’s glory lasts for eternal life, “and is not made 

up of wealth and power, but of love and self-giving.” 

“For us Christians, heaven is no longer distant, separated 

from the earth: in Jesus, Heaven descended to earth,” he 

said, adding that for this reason everything human can be 

seen in the light of Heaven. 

Francis explained that St. Stephen’s testimony shows 

Catholics how to live in accord with Jesus: “mild and 

courageous, humble and noble, non-violent.” The 

testimony and martyrdom of St. Stephen can be a source of 

inspiration for the renewal of Catholic communities, he 

continued, urging them to be more missionary and 

evangelical, reaching even the men and women at the 

existential and geographical peripheries. 

 

New Grand Rapids  vocational school combines 

Catholic education, skilled trades 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/new-michigan-

vocational-school-combines-catholic-education-skilled-

trades-77129 

 

Grand Rapids, Mich., Dec 26, 2019 / 03:18 am (CNA).- A 

new vocational school in Grand Rapids, Michigan will 

open its doors next year to young men interested in 

learning both a skilled trade and formation through a 

Catholic curriculum. 

Harmel Academy is founded by Brian Black, head of 

Grand Rapids Builders, and Ryan Pohl, a journeyman CNC 

machinist. The program is supported by Kuyper College 

and Micron Manufacturing, both located in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan. 

Black told CNA that the first year will begin with 12-15 

students, and the program will grow each year. The goal is 

to offer students an authentically Catholic experience, like 

they might find at Thomas Aquinas College or Ave Maria 

University, he said, but with trades instead of a bachelor’s 

degree. He said the students will have the opportunity to 

gain hands-on-experience in actual trades and grow in an 

understanding of “Christ in their lives as it relates 

specifically to work, their family life,  and their own 

mission in the Church.” 

“We are going to tell you about the integrity of your life. 

We are going to inform you about Christ who chose to 

become man as a carpenter, as a tradesman,” he added. 

The two year program’s initial education will be centered 

on Machine and System Technology, which includes 

experience in electrical, machine operation, and 3D 

printing. The school will eventually add other skilled 

trades, including HVAC and plumbing. The curriculum is 

split into three parts: lessons, apprenticeship, and 

humanities. Classes will take place both online and on the 

Kuyper campus, which can house 300 people. Students will 

work part-time in a particular trade as part of a paid 

apprenticeship. After two years, graduates will receive a 

certificate in their trade and be half-way through the 

completion of their journeymen card. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/st-stephens-martyrdom-shows-true-meaning-of-christmas-pope-francis-says-52993
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/st-stephens-martyrdom-shows-true-meaning-of-christmas-pope-francis-says-52993
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/st-stephens-martyrdom-shows-true-meaning-of-christmas-pope-francis-says-52993
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/new-michigan-vocational-school-combines-catholic-education-skilled-trades-77129
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/new-michigan-vocational-school-combines-catholic-education-skilled-trades-77129
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/new-michigan-vocational-school-combines-catholic-education-skilled-trades-77129
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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January 5 -  The Epiphany of the 

Lord 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-

connection 

 

The visit of the Magi occurs directly 

before the story of the Holy Family’s 

flight into Egypt. Matthew’s Gospel tells a 

version of Jesus’ birth that is different 

than the one in Luke.  

Of the actual birth of Jesus, Matthew tells 

us little more than, “When Jesus was born 

in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King 

Herod . . . ”  

The story of the census is found only in 

Luke’s Gospel, but we hear about the visit 

of the Magi only in Matthew’s Gospel. 

We know little about the Magi. They 

come from the East and journey to 

Bethlehem, following an astrological sign, 

so we believe them to be astrologers. We 

assume that there were three Magi based 

upon the naming of their three gifts.  

The Gospel does not say how many Magi 

paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s 

Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search 

for a savior. Because the Magi represent 

the entire world, they also represent our 

search for Jesus. 

We have come to consider the gifts they 

bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in 

salvation.  

We believe the meaning of the gifts to be 

Christological. Gold is presented as 

representative of Jesus’ kingship. 

Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity 

because priests burned the substance in the 

Temple. Myrrh, which was used to 

prepare the dead for burial, is offered in 

anticipation of Jesus’ death. 

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:   

Matthew 2: 1-12     http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 01/0519.cfm 

While the hustle and bustle of Christmas ends for many people on Dec. 

26, throughout Christian history Christmas lasts for twelve days – all the 

way until Jan. 6. This feast marking the end of Christmas is called 

“Epiphany.” While the traditional date for the feast is Jan. 6, in the United 

States the celebration of Epiphany is moved to the closest Sunday, 

overlapping with the rest of the Western Church’s celebration of the 

Baptism of Christ. 

In the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church, Epiphany celebrates the 

revelation that Jesus was the Son of God. It focuses primarily on this 

revelation to the Three Wise Men, but also in his baptism in the Jordan 

and at the wedding at Cana.  

However, the meaning of the feast goes deeper than just the bringing of 

presents or the end of Christmas, says Fr. Hezekias Carnazzo, a Melkite 

Catholic priest and founding executive director of the Virginia-based 

Institute of Catholic Culture. “You can't understand the Nativity without 

Theophany; or you can’t understand Nativity without Epiphany.” The 

revelation of Christ as the Son of God – both as an infant and at his 

baptism – illuminate the mysteries of the Christmas season, he said. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is thought by some to be rooted 

in the gift giving of the Magi. In many cultures, gifts are not exchanged 

at Christmas, but rather on the feast of the Epiphany. Whenever you 

exchange your Christmas gifts, take some time to reflect on this tradition 

of gift giving at Christmas. Think of the best gift you have received. 

What was it? What made it special? Was it the gift itself, the thought 

that went into it, or the person giving it to you? 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12. The gifts of the Magi—gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh—have come to be understood as symbols of 

Christ’s royalty, divinity, and eventual suffering and death. They are 

special because in giving them, the Magi acknowledge who Jesus was to 

be: our Savior. We pray that we will acknowledge Jesus as Savior in all 

that we do and say. Conclude by singing together “We Three Kings.” 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection 

Did You Know… 

The word Epiphany means  

“manifestation” or “showing forth.”  

Historically several moments in  

Christ’s early life and ministry have 

 been celebrated as “epiphanies,”  

including his birth in Bethlehem,  

the visit of the Magi, his baptism by  

John, and his first miracle at Cana. 
 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its 
publication: Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 

Training Publications. All rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most 

Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
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January 5 -  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6 

Gentiles are coheirs in the promise of Christ. 

2
for surely you have already heard of the commission of 

God’s grace that was given to me for you,  

3
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, 

as I wrote above in a few words,  

5
In former generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 

and prophets by the Spirit:  

6
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of 

the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel. 

 

January 5 -  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem shall be a light to all nations. 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3 

And nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4 

Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and exult,
[a]

 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

    and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+60%3A1-6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18827a
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 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

January 2
nd

  Thursday 

 * No school 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

January 3
rd

  Friday 
* No school for ASA students 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

*5:00 to 8:00 pm FREE Soup Supper - Brophy Center  

January 4
th

   Saturday 

* 8:00 am to 1:00 pm Mother/Daughter Tea 

* 3:00 pm Confessions  

* 4:00 pm Mass 

January 5
th

 Sunday Epiphany of the Lord 
 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses 

 * Children’s Liturgy of the Word and the Lord’s Lamb’s 

during the 10:30 am Mass 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of 

Christ Sunday Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

 *11:30 to 3:00 pm Epiphany Party- Brophy Center 

 *  Sunday night classes resume at 5:30 pm  

  

 January  6
th

 Monday 
* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

* School resumes for ASA Students 

January 7
th

 Tuesday  

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 January 8
th

 Wednesday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

 *6:30- 8:00 pm Welcome Committee Mtg. in the 

Millennium Conference Room 

 *6:45- 8:30 pm Adult Choir Practice - church lower level 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
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 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays  

 each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including   

 non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

     Thursday,   December 19, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 51    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus doing? (performing miracles)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 5 -  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3  

Begin with Song We Three Kings  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE  

Younger children can learn about gift giving and the gifts we can give to honor Jesus as our Savior by hearing about the 

Magi, who traveled far to honor Jesus with special gifts.  

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: If you were going to visit the baby Jesus, what gift would you give him? Why? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

 Say: Today is the Feast of the Epiphany. We remember that the Magi, or Wise Men, visited Jesus. Let’s listen to learn 

about their journey and what gifts they gave Jesus to honor him 

Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 2:1–12. And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtgQJyR1vE0  

Ask: What gifts did the Magi give Jesus? (gold, frankincense, and myrrh)  

Say: These gifts tell us that the Magi knew Jesus was our Savior. We are called on this day to give gifts to Jesus. Gifts 

are not just things. We can give actions and words that show our love for God and for other people.  

Ask: What gift can you give Jesus that shows your love for God and others?(Accept all reasonable answers, such as 

sharing a toy with a brother or sister or playing with a new friend.) 

Conclude by praying a prayer of thanks for the gift of Jesus and for the Magi, who recognized that Jesus is our Lord and 

Savior. 

Conclude by listening to What Child is this 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFVLDVP_x4  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  

Begin with Song: We Three Kings  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE  

The gifts of the Magi show that they knew Jesus to be the Savior promised by God. By reflecting on the meaning of the 

Magi’s gifts, we can lead older children to recognize Jesus as their Savior. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Many people around the world give gifts on the feast of the Epiphany instead of giving gifts on Christmas. As we 

listen to today’s Gospel, it will become clear why that is. 

Invite one of your children to read today’s Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12. And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtgQJyR1vE0  

Ask: What gifts were given to Jesus by the Magi? (gold, frankincense, and myrrh) Say: Let me tell you a bit about each 

of these. Gold is familiar to most of us. We associate gold with wealth and royalty. Frankincense was often used by 

priests for worship in the Temple. Myrrh is a perfume and was used to prepare a body after death. We often understand 

this gift to foretell Jesus’ suffering and death. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtgQJyR1vE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFVLDVP_x4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtgQJyR1vE0
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 Ask: What made these gifts special? (Accept all reasonable answers.)  

Tell the children that these gifts showed that the Magi truly recognized the infant Jesus for who he would be for them 

and for us: Savior.  

Say: We too are called this season to offer our gifts to Jesus. What might we offer to show that we recognize who Jesus 

is? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Conclude by praying together that we will always recognize Jesus as our Savior, as the Magi did.  

 Conclude by listening to What Child is this 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFVLDVP_x4  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with Song: We Three Kings  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE  

Young people at this age are attracted to heroes. The genre of superheroes allows young people an opportunity to reflect 

on the virtues and values of each superhero, whose true identity remains concealed. On the feast of the Epiphany, we 

celebrate the revealing of Jesus’ true identity as the Messiah. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your children to name some of the superheroes whose true identity is concealed, such as Batman, Superman, and 

Spider-Man. 

Ask if any of these superheroes has had his true identity revealed in movies or TV episodes. (Accept all reasonable 

answers.) 

Say: When a person’s true identity is revealed, the experience can be referred to as an epiphany, a word that means 

“showing forth.” Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany. Let’s listen to the Gospel for this feast to see what or 

who is being shown forth or revealed. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud Matthew 2:1-12. And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtgQJyR1vE0  

Ask: Whose identity is revealed in today’s Gospel? (Jesus’)  

To whom is Jesus’ identity revealed? (the Magi) 

Say: The Magi represent Gentiles—all people outside the Jewish world. On the feast of the Epiphany, we celebrate the 

fact that Jesus is revealed not just to the Jewish people, but to the world. Like the Magi, we search for Jesus. When he is 

revealed to us, we respond by offering gifts—that which is most valuable to us—to Jesus.  

Conclude by praying for the grace to search for Jesus and to offer him the gifts of our lives. 

Conclude by listening What Child is this? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFVLDVP_x4  

 

 

                 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFVLDVP_x4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtgQJyR1vE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFVLDVP_x4
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           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

               January, 2020 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Uncovering the Mysteries of the Magi 

Tuesday,  January 7,  7:00 pm - 8:45 pm               

With Fr. Charlie Brunick, CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

 Join Fr. Charlie, as he delves into the mystery, myths and historical clues to discover how the story of the three wise men 

bring deeper meanings to our celebration of the Feast of the Epiphany.   

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  January 8,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ  ($10 donation per session requested.) 

The Only 12 Scripture Verses You’ll Need in 2020 

Monday,  January 13,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm                         
With Fr, Michael Hennessey, CSP   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

And just like that, a new year has begun! Join Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP as we look ahead to this new year and assign a 

different verse from scripture to every month in 2020. 

Book Study:  Sensible Shoes: A Story About the Spiritual Journey 
Tuesday,  January 14,    6:30 pm - 8:00 pm          

Discussion Led by Mary Morris and Nancy D’Amico  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This book tells the moving story of four strangers as they embark together on a journey of spiritual formation. ($10 

donation per session requested.)  

Holy Brew: What’s Brewing in Your Life?   

Thursday,  January 16,    7:00 pm - 8:30 pm                       Meet at Peppino’s Sports Grille  

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP              130 Ionia Avenue SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      

At Holy Brew we come together one Thursday a month over a meal and a pint to talk through various topics. As 

Catholics, we believe our church’s tradition and teaching can guide us through this formative time of our life. When we 

share our own experiences and listen to the journeys of other young adults, we trust that the Holy Spirit speaks to our 

hearts and gives us the strength to life authentic Christian lives. Come alone or bring a friend. 

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  January 22,   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267  
This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ.  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
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