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    January 17, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 3 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

    The Sunday Gospel  Reading   

Study Group Begins on Thursday,  

                    January 24 

Beginning next Thursday January 24 we begin a 

study of the Gospel of Luke both in the morning  

after the School Mass starting around 9:15 am and  

ending by 10:30 am and in the evening from 7:00 to 8:30 pm At these Thursday 

Gospel Studies we will prepare ourselves for the coming Sunday Gospel Reading 

from Luke. Everyone is invited to attend. The Men’s Thursday evening Bible study 

will be postponed during this time so that couples, singles, men and women in the 

parish can join us for the Study of the Gospel of Luke.  

We hope that at least one parent will be able to join us either at the morning or 

evening session. This will give our parents some background to work with children 

as we read through the Gospel of Luke at the weekend liturgies. And for those of 

you who cannot meet then, we will be placing the background to the Sunday Gospel 

in the weekly newsletter like we have done for several years along with weekly 

lesson plans for parents to share with their children in the home. Our new year’s 

resolution for 2019 is to come better prepared for listening to the Gospel reading 

and applying it to our daily lives.  

The steps in preparing for the Weekend Mass Liturgy  

1. Before attending the weekend Mass read all three readings if you have time, but 

the Gospel reading for sure (See page 2). Mark January 24 Thursday morning and 

evening on your calendars when we will begin our weekly group meetings, 

2. Read “Getting Ready for the weekend celebration of Mass,” or “Living the 

Word” before coming to the weekend Mass. 

3. After Mass read the reflection and suggestions for action on Living the Word 

(page 2). 

4. Read the Commentary on the Gospel from Loyola Press.(page 3). 

5. Listen to the weekly radio homily from Bishop Barron (page 4).  

6. If you have children in grades 1-8, use the home lesson  

plans for those grade levels 

7. Decide what you will do this week to live the message  

of the Gospel. Each week each individual will decide a  

particular practice for that week. It may be a change in  

your behavior, to seek some action which will make you 

a better disciple of Jesus. It may be a change in your  

attitude, looking upon others with respect especially those  

who may have hurt you in some way and you need to seek 

forgiveness. It may be to spend five more minutes in prayer listening to the voice of  

Jesus speaking to your heart. Whatever is needed to become a "better version of  
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 Clem Schwartz   

Former participants who  

took the six week course  

“Living Your Strengths”  

will serve coffee and  

doughnuts after the  

morning Masses this  

Sunday. They will be on 

hand to answer questions  

about the program in addition to serving 

the coffee and doughnuts. 

The next six week “Living Your 

Strengths” program begins on Monday, 

February 4 at 7:00 pm.  

Meanwhile next Thursday we will begin 

the "Sunday Gospel Reading  Study 

Group."  

The focus of these study groups is on 

those chapters that will be read at the 

upcoming weekend Masses.  

We will meet around 9:15 am. after the 

ASA school Mass and again at 7:00 pm. 

in Room N-10 in the North wing of the 

ASA school building.  

If the Brophy Center is available, the 

morning session will meet there.  

Otherwise we'll meet in ASA Room  

N-10 in the North wing of the school 

building.  

Be sure to read all the details on pages 1-

5 in this week’s newsletter and plan to 

attend this very worthwhile study group.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net  
 

 

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net
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ourselves" in the words of Matthew Kelly. Our guide over the coming weeks will be the Sunday Gospel reading which will be 

the Gospel of Luke. Be sure to join us for the weekly discussion group on Thursdays either in the morning after the school Mass 

or in the evening at 7:00 p.m. We will meet in Room N-10 in the north wing of the school buyilding. Our morning session will 

be in the Brophy Center unless it is being used by another group.  

  

Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass:    Living the Word 

January 20, 2019  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

After the joy of the Advent and Christmas seasons, we begin Ordinary Time. For our Church, Ordinary Time provides us with 

the opportunity to discover mission and discipleship in our daily lives. Today’s Gospel passage from John challenges us to 

intentionally become Jesus’ followers by acting to share our faith and love with the world around us. 

Our focus this week is to strive to bless others by doing the will of Jesus 

Read:  Isaiah 62:1-5   1 Corinthians 12:4-11   John 2:1-11       

Read all three readings if you can, but the Gospel reading should be read before attending Mass. 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 Gracious and loving God, fill us with your love, let us always greet both friend and stranger with 

 the Good News of salvation; let the hearts of all who hear your voice be gladdened. Through 

 Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

 Gospel Prepare for Word        (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare yourself to hear the 

readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

What gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 speak to you as you pray with this reading? 

How might you tap into these spiritual gifts in your daily life? 

 

Reflect on the Word                      (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Today’s readings focus on gifts; gifts we are called to share with others in our community and the great gift Jesus shares at the 

Wedding at Cana. Paul reminds the first followers in 1 Corinthians that each person has their own unique gifts. These gifts 

must be identified and shared with the community in order to uplift others’ gifts. We are not solitary creatures set apart from 

one another, but together with our gifts we are in the same Spirit. Sometimes it is difficult to identify what these are when 

self-doubt creeps in. Instead of giving any time to those doubts, consider the miracle Jesus performed at Cana. Jesus responds 

to Mary’s request to help the young couple who ran out of wine at their wedding. Thus, his disciples began to believe in him” 

(John 2:11). Even today, John’s reporting of this miracle remains an important meditation to consider. We need signs like this 

in our lives just as the disciples did to help us on our journey. Take a look around today at the many gifts that are present in 

your life and give thanks. 

 

Act of the Word 

Sometimes we need help identifying our unique gifts. This week, take some time to ask four people whose opinion matters to 

you, what they see as your best gift. Are there similarities or differences? Are you surprised by the responses? Did you learn 

something about yourself? Take one of these gifts that you would like to focus on developing more and create a visional aid to 

put up in your home or by your phone or laptop. Meditate on this gift and live it out! Consider joining the “Living our 

Strengths” Group which will meet on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning on February 4th for six weeks.  

 

The Living Word TM 2018-2019 Copyrighted 2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Used with permission. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4U2pGgrsC0


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

January 20 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

This Sunday we begin the liturgical season of 

Ordinary Time. To situate today's reading 

within the context of John's Gospel, we note 

that John's report of this event follows Jesus' 

call of his first disciples. John tells us that Jesus 

and his disciples were invited to this wedding 

at Cana, as was Jesus' mother, Mary. There is 

no parallel report of this miracle at Cana in the 

Synoptic Gospels. 

Awareness of Jesus' impending passion and 

death is ever present in John's Gospel. Even in 

this report of Jesus' first sign, the language used 

anticipates Jesus' passion. When Jesus says to 

his mother that his hour has not yet come, he 

protests against her wishes in language that 

John will use again when reporting Jesus' Last 

Supper with his disciples. When introducing 

the story of Jesus washing his disciples' feet, 

John writes that Jesus knew that his hour had 

come. In John's Gospel, Jesus is very much in 

command and aware of all that is to happen. 

Here, as elsewhere in John's Gospel, Mary is 

not mentioned by name, but is referred to 

instead as the mother of Jesus. Mary is 

influential in Jesus' first sign. She will also be 

present at his Crucifixion, a witness to the final 

manifestation of his divinity. 

John's Gospel describes seven signs that 

indicate Jesus' identity to his disciples. John 

never speaks of these signs as miracles because 

their importance is not in the deed that Jesus 

performs but in what these deeds indicate about 

Jesus' identity.  

Marriage and wedding feasts are metaphors 

used in Scripture to describe God's salvation 

and the Kingdom of God. Here at the beginning 

of Jesus' public ministry, he is asked to do 

something to address the awkward situation 

that the absence of wine at a wedding feast 

would create, Jesus' miracle produces vast 

quantities of wine—six jars holding thirty 

gallons each are filled to overflowing with 

choice wine. This lavish response to a simple 

human need is a vision for us of the abundance 

of God's kingdom. It challenges us to respond 

generously when confronted with human need 

today to which we respond as best we can 

bringing the Kingdom of God to fulfillment 

among us. 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

John 2:1-11     http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012019.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

Jesus performs his first sign at a wedding feast in Cana. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Weddings are wonderful family celebrations. We go out of our way to make 

the occasion festive and extraordinary. People work hard to please one 

another. What better image of the Kingdom of God! Not every day is a 

wedding celebration, but we can anticipate the Kingdom of God each day in 

our attentiveness to one another's needs. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

If your family has attended a wedding celebration together, talk about the 

experience and the planning and cooperation that made the celebration 

memorable. Talk about how weddings and feasts are images in Scripture 

for the Kingdom of God. Consider how these festive occasions are images 

of God's tremendous love for us and examples of how we can show our 

love for one another. Then read together today's Gospel, John 2:1-11. 

Talk about Mary's attentiveness to the needs of the hosts and about Jesus' 

response. What could your family learn from this story? Consider ways 

that you might show these values in your family's daily life. Pray 

together Saint Ignatius' Prayer for Generosity. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/baptism-of-the-lord-cycle-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

... Jesus response to the lack of wine at the  

wedding feast in Cana challenges us to respond 

generously when confronted with human need  

today?  When we respond as best we can, we  

bring the Kingdom of God to fulfillment among 

us. 

 

Examination of Conscience... 

Am I willing to respond to human need 

when I see it as Jesus did? 

Am I in command of my spiritual life? 

Do I work to understand how I can be 

a better disciple of Jesus? 

 

Am I truly part of the Kingdom of God? 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011716.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/prayer-for-generosity-saint-ignatius-of-loyola.htm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily 

The first Sacrament one can receive in the Church, Baptism, defines our relationship with Christ. In it, we  

are reborn as part of his mystical body, and are gifted the grace of God's love. Baptism lays the foundation  

for every other Sacrament we are to receive, and inextricably links us with the Trinity. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/vitae-spiritualis-ianua/987/  

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for      January 20, 2019       Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with song Come to the Water by Matt Maher with lyrics   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJJVrZKqKNE  

Help younger children understand that in addition to being members of their families, they become members of the family of 

God, through the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: How many of you have been to a Baptism? What can you share about what happens at this sacrament? (Accept 

reasonable responses, including the child is dressed in white, the priest anoints the child with holy oil and baptizes the child 

with holy water, the godparents hold a candle.)  

Say: Baptism is a gift from God. We are baptized in Jesus’ name, and our sins are forgiven. Today we will hear what happened 

when John the Baptist baptized Jesus. 

Read today’s Gospel, John 2:1-11 Then watch this video clip:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__YMA8rwK5M  

Say: After Jesus was baptized, he prayed and the Holy Spirit came to him. The Holy Spirit comes to us in Baptism. We 

become members of God’s family. God is our Father. We are brothers and sisters in Christ. As members of God’s family, we 

take care of one another and welcome new members. 

Show a picture of one of your children as a newly baptized child.  

Say: You as baby has just been baptized. You were at your Baptism were welcomed as a the child into God’s family.  

Conclude by thanking God for the gift of Baptism and for making us members of his family.  

Pray the Sign of the Cross. 

Conclude by listening to the song: Above All   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvB-SfVRzOg  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  

Begin with song Come to the Water by Matt Maher with lyrics    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJJVrZKqKNE 

At his baptism, we learn that Jesus is God's own Son. Through our Baptism in Jesus' name, we are made children of God. 

Through our prayer, we learn what this means for our lives. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Reading 

Say: Today concludes the Christmas season. In our Scripture for today, we hear John the Baptist announce the Messiah, Jesus. 

We also hear the remarkable event that happened when Jesus was baptized by John. Let's listen to today's Gospel. 

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, John 2:1-11.  And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__YMA8rwK5M  

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/vitae-spiritualis-ianua/987/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJJVrZKqKNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__YMA8rwK5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvB-SfVRzOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJJVrZKqKNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__YMA8rwK5M


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 Ask: What does John say about the type of baptism that he performs and the type of baptism that the one who is to come will 

perform? (John says that his baptism is with water, but that the Messiah will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.) What does 

the Gospel reading tell us that Jesus did after his baptism? (Jesus prayed.) What happened while Jesus was at prayer? (The 

Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus, and a voice told Jesus that he was God's own Son.) 

Say: When we were baptized in Jesus' name, our sins were forgiven, we received the Holy Spirit, and we became children of 

God. Through our Baptism, the Holy Spirit helps us pray so that we may learn what it means to be a child of God. 

Ask: Knowing that we are children of God, what difference should this make in our lives? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Conclude by praying together that we will always be faithful to our identity as children of God.  

Invite each child to remind himself or herself that he or she is a child of God by blessing himself or herself with the holy water.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to the song: Above All   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvB-SfVRzOg  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with song: Come to the Water by Matt Maher with lyrics    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJJVrZKqKNE 

At his baptism, we learn that Jesus is God's own Son. Through our Baptism in Jesus' name, we are made children of God. 

Through our prayer, we learn what it means to be named “children of God.” 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Just as we have many ways in which we might be named and identified, Jesus also was identified in many different ways. 

Let's see how many different ways we can name Jesus. (Son of Mary, foster child of Joseph, the carpenter, the Christ, the 

Messiah, Son of God, and so on.) 

Say: In today's Gospel, we hear the name that Jesus was given by the voice from heaven after his baptism. Let's listen carefully 

to this Gospel. 

Invite one of the children to read today's Gospel, John 2:1-11.  And then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__YMA8rwK5M  

Ask: What did the voice from heaven name Jesus? (God's beloved Son) What was Jesus doing when this voice was 

heard? (praying after his baptism) 

Say: When we were baptized in Jesus' name, we were called by our baptismal name, and each of us was also named a “child of 

God.” These names ought to be included on your list of names for yourself: “brother or sister of Jesus” and “child of God.” 

Just as Jesus learned what this meant in his life through prayer, so our prayer helps us learn what it means to be a child of God. 

Conclude by praying together that we will learn through our prayer how to be faithful to our identity as children of God.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to the song: Above All      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvB-SfVRzOg  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvB-SfVRzOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJJVrZKqKNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__YMA8rwK5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvB-SfVRzOg


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 January 17
th

 
 
Thursday 

 * 8:30 am ASA School Mass in the church 

 * 8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

  

 January 18
th

  Friday 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

  

 January 19
th

 Saturday                                                                                                                       
 * 2:00 pm Confessions 

 * 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

  

 January 20
th

  Sunday 

 * 8:30 and 10:30 am Masses; Coffee and Doughnuts after 

the Masses 

 * During the 10:30 am Mass the Lord’s Lambs and 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of 

Christ Sunday Services -  ASA Gym/Family Center 

 * 5:30 pm Sunday evening classes for public school 

students in grades 1-8  

 * 5:30 pm Meeting in Brophy for Parents preparing their 

children for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist with 

Janet DeBoe 

       

 January 21
st
   Monday                                                                                                

* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

      

January 22
nd 

 Tuesday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

January 23rd  Wednesday 

 * 8:00 am Senior Men’s Club - Thaddeus Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the  chapel  

      

  

http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order this book, click on the link:  https://dynamiccatholic.com/mustard-seeds-paperback 

 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/mustard-seeds-paperback
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Wuerl knew McCarrick abuse allegations in 2004 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/wuerl-knew-

mccarrick-abuse-allegations-in-2004-91213  

 

Washington D.C., Jan 10, 2019 / 05:13 pm (CNA).- An 

allegation of misconduct against Archbishop Theodore 

McCarrick was reported to Cardinal Donald Wuerl in 2004, 

despite Wuerl’s insistence he knew nothing about McCarrick’s 
alleged sexual misconduct until 2018. 

Wuerl forwarded the report to the apostolic nuncio in 

Washington, DC, the Diocese of Pittsburgh said Thursday. 

A spokesman for the Archdiocese of Washington confirmed to 

CNA that an allegation against McCarrick was presented to 

Wuerl while he served as Bishop of Pittsburgh, as part of a 
complaint made by laicized priest Robert Ciolek. 

In a statement, the Diocese of Pittsburgh said Jan. 10 that 

laicized priest Robert Ciolek appeared in November 2004 before 

its diocesan review board to discuss an allegation of abuse 

Ciolek had made against a Pittsburgh priest. 

During that meeting, “Mr. Ciolek also spoke of his abuse by 

then-Cardinal Theodore McCarrick. This was the first time the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh learned of this allegation,” the statement 
said. 

“A few days later, then-Bishop Donald Wuerl made a report of 
the allegation to the Apostolic Nuncio to the United States." 

The disclosure is the first confirmation by Church authorities 

that Wuerl was aware of allegations against McCarrick before 

the Archdiocese of New York announced in June 2018 a 

credible allegation of sexual abuse of a minor made against 

McCarrick. 

The news raises questions about 2018 statements from Wuerl 

that denied he had even heard “rumors” about his predecessor as 

Archbishop of Washington. 

Ed McFadden, spokesman for the Archdiocese of Washington, 

told CNA that in 2004 Ciolek “asked that his complaint against 
McCarrick be forwarded to the [apostolic] nuncio. And it was.” 

 

Children must see the faith lived at home, 

pope tells parents 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/children-

must-see-the-faith-lived-at-home-pope-tells-parents-

39919 

 

Vatican City, Jan 13, 2019 / 05:38 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- At Mass in the Sistine Chapel Sunday, Pope 

Francis baptized 27 babies, reminding their parents that 

the first space in which children learn and witness the 

faith is at home. 

“Yes, when they go to catechism class, they will study 

the faith well, they will learn catechesis,” he said Jan. 

13. “But before being studied, faith must be transmitted, 

and this is a job that is up to you.” 

Preparing to baptize the 27 babies – 15 girls and 12 boys 

– Francis urged their parents “to transmit the faith by 

example, by words, by teaching [them] to make the sign 

of the Cross. This is important.” 

“The important thing is to transmit the faith with your 

life of faith: that they see the love of the spouses, that 

they see the peace of the house, that they see that Jesus 

is there,” he said. 

Francis gave the brief, impromptu homily during Mass 

for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, when there is a 

tradition of baptizing a group of babies in the Sistine 

Chapel, a custom started by Pope St. John Paul II. 

In his homily, he said that it is the parents’ task to pass 

the faith along to their children, beginning at home, 

“because faith must always be transmitted ‘in dialect:’ 

the dialect of the family, the dialect of the house, in the 

atmosphere of the home.” 

Asking if he could give a little advice, he went on to 

urge the couples not to fight in front of their children. 

He noted that it is perfectly normal for a husband and 

wife to quarrel but recommended trying to keep 

arguments out of the view and hearing of their kids. 

“This, I dare, is a piece of advice that will help you pass 

on the faith,” he said.  “And so, we go forward in this 

ceremony, in peace, with the awareness that the 

transmission of the faith is your responsibility,” he said. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/wuerl-knew-mccarrick-abuse-allegations-in-2004-91213
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/wuerl-knew-mccarrick-abuse-allegations-in-2004-91213
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each  

 week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  non- 

 parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events  

 or  e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click in this Link: https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

Survey finds U.S. Catholics losing trust in clergy  
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-catholics-losing-trust-in-clergy-survey-finds-49485 

Washington D.C., Jan 11, 2019 / 01:00 pm (CNA).- Trust in the clergy has declined sharply over the last year, a new Gallup 

poll shows. Only 31 percent of American Catholics now rate the honesty or ethical standards of the clergy as “high” or “very 

high.” 

The figures, released Friday, show a drop of 18 points since 2017. Among American Protestants, the same question produced a 

relatively stable number of 48 percent, a drop of only one point since 2017.  

The survey was conducted between December 3-12 and surveyed 1,025 adults. 

Americans previously registered a drop in confidence with the Church itself. A similar poll, conducted last summer, reported 

that confidence in the Church dropped from 52 percent in June 2017 to 44 percent in June 2018. 

Since that poll was taken, the Church in the United States has suffered a number of abuse-related scandals, including the 

resignation of Archbishop Theodore McCarrick from the college of cardinals following multiple allegations of sexual abuse, 

and the release of the Pennsylvania grand jury report that reported allegations of widespread clerical sexual abuse in that state 

over a period of several decades. 

 Church leaders have faced a mounting series of questions in recent months, with many being asked to make clear when they 

first became of aware of allegations against bishops like McCarrick. 

 Ahead of a recent week-long retreat held at Mundelein Seminary, Pope Francis wrote a letter to the American bishops, in 

which he referred to the loss of credibility among the hierarchy as a “crisis” facing the Church  

“Clearly a living fabric has come undone, and we, like weavers, are called to repair it,” said Pope Francis.  

 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
https://formed.org/custom-register?url=stjudes
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-catholics-losing-trust-in-clergy-survey-finds-49485
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/245858/catholics-faith-clergy-shaken.aspx


  

 

  

 

 

 

          SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                  for 

            January/February, 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Freedom to Love: A Gospel Guide to Moral Decision-Making 

Tuesday, January 22, 2019    7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

With John Graveline 

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Every day we are given opportunities to choose love. However, moral deliberation is not always clear and simple. 

Sometimes, it’s not clear what the right thing to do is in a particular situation.  or we leave the good undone and add to 

the woundedness of our world, despite our intentions. Where do we look for guidance to recognize the good and the 

courage to live compassionately? These sessions will seek a Gospel approach though prayer, reflection, and dialogue to 

place the gift of freedom at the service of love.  ($10 donation per session requested)  

Engaging Contemporary Prophetic Art: Posters for Hope, Peace, and Social Justice 

Thursday,  January 24     10:15 am  - 12:15 pm 

With Artist John August Swanson  

 CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Throughout church history, art has not only expressed Christian prayer but also embodied prophetic response to injustice. 

This artistic vision is beautifully expressed in the work of John August Swanson. For the last five years Swanson has 

been working out this vision in his posters on Peace and Social Justice, painting messages for justice, civil rights, hunger, 

poverty, and peace.   Come and learn from Swanson and view more than 40 of his posters on Peace and Social Justice. 

 In partnership with Calvin College’s Worship Symposium this seminar will be held at the Catholic Information Center.  

Gallagher Talk: Your One Wild and Precious Life 

Monday, January 28   2019   7:00 pm -  8:30 pm 

With Fr. Mark-David Janus, CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Vocation comes from a Latin word which means calling, in the sense that we are “called” to do something, we are 

“called” to be someone. From the Christian perspective, the one doing the “calling” is God. What do we feel we are 

called to do with our life? Who is the person we are called to be?  How you answer that question is probably the most 

interesting thing about you. It is the very core of our life’s happiness and fulfillment. It is also how we find God.  We are 

each given one wild precious life—So, what are you going to do with yours? ($10 donation requested)      

Couple to Couple League (CCL) Natural Family Planning – Main Class Series 

Monday, February 4, 2019   6:30 pm -  8:30 pm 

Hosted by the Couple to Couple League (CCL) 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

$135 per couple 

Financial assistance available – contact Julie Cook at Julie_r_cook@yahoo.com 

Advance Registration Required.  Register at http://register.ccli.org/class_series/11841 

The Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a Fertility Awareness-Based Method for tracking 

fertility. Engaged & married couples are invited to learn this 99% effective, 100% natural alternative to birth control that 

is church-approved. Single women are also encouraged to register and gain insight into their cycles and overall health. 
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