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From the Director of Faith Formation 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

This week we received a  

letter from the Bishop which  

is shown on page 1.  

The Michigan Catholic  

Conference opposes  the  

challenge initiated by the State of 

Michigan and others who oppose 

spending on funds for private schools and 

not for public schools.  

Whatever the results of this court case, 

we still need to fund our Catholic Schools 

and our Bishop has promised additional 

funds to our Catholic Schools to help 

support our families who make that 

choice. 

Continuing this week Janet De Boe will 

be adding a home activity for our younger 

children in pre-school up to grade 2. This 

home activity will be based on the Gospel 

reading for the weekend Masses. This 

week’s home activity will be posted on 

pages 2, 3, and 4 in this week’s 

newsletter.  

This past Sunday many of the families 

whose children did not celebrate First 

Holy Communion did so at a special 1:00 

p.m. Mass. Some families have decided 

to wait until later.  

We are waiting for more guidelines from 

both from the Governor’s office as well 

as from the Bishop’s Office regarding the 

starting of the Programs for Public School 

children here in the diocese. As soon as 

we have more details we will pass them 

on to you.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact:   Annalise Laumeyer, Director of Communications  

Phone: 616-551-5629 | 616-307-3474 cell  

Email: alaumeyer@grdiocese.org  

The Office of Communications releases the following statement from Most 

Reverend David J. Walkowiak, bishop of Grand Rapids, regarding the State’s 

legal challenge to withhold CARES relief funds from private schools:  

On June 30th Governor Gretchen Whitmer released the MI Safe Schools Roadmap, 

which outlines safety protocols to guide schools in their in-person opening for the new 

school year. At that time, she had this to say:  

“I’m committed to providing you with the guidance, support, and clarity that is needed 

to safely bring students back to the classroom for in-person instruction for the 2020-

2021 school year. In doing so we will continue to put safety first, leveraging science, 

data, and public health evidence to inform the decisions we make to serve each and 

every student in Michigan well. Today, I signed an executive order and released the 

MI Safe Schools plan to provide a structure to support all students in Michigan as they 

plan for a return of K-12 education in the fall.”  

On July 7th, the Governor counteracted her own words when she, along with the state 

attorney general and the state superintendent announced a lawsuit against the U.S. 

Department of Education. The lawsuit seeks to withhold COVID-19 federal relief 

funds from Michigan students who attend nonpublic schools. What a difference seven 

days can make.   

This “about-face” is remarkable. Governor Whitmer has pursued an aggressive, 

highly-detailed, COVID-19 approach to curtail the spread of the virus and to protect 

the public health of Michigan residents. She has stated on numerous occasions that the 

coronavirus does not discriminate. But now she has singled out a class of Michigan 

citizens—nonpublic school students, teachers, administrators, and other personnel—

who should not qualify for the CARES (Coronavirus Aid Relief, and Economic 

Security) Act funds available from the federal government.  

You can catch the coronavirus in a store, bar, fitness center, and yes, a school. The 

Department of Education wants the federal funds distributed to keep all kids and 

teachers safe in every school, public and nonpublic. Why doesn’t Governor Whitmer 

want equal protection from the coronavirus for the Michigan citizens who work or 

study at nonpublic schools?   The Governor has urged us to be in this together. 

Agreed! Let’s protect all Michigan students and teachers and not be selective 

about it      
  

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

THE PARABLE OF THE WEED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

July 18 &19 

THE PARABLE OF THE WEED  
Matthew 13: 24-30 

 
The focus of this week’s Gospel Story is:  Remembering that God loves us. 

Read the Gospel message from your family Bible and/or watch a Gospel story on YouTube:   

Lord’s Lambs (preschool & kindergarten):   The Wheat & Tares   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xg3Y8MbRyFE    

     Shepherd’s Kids (1st & 2nd Grades):  The Parable of the Weeds     
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46fyfNw8WcM      

Talk about the Gospel message.  In a garden, often those things we call weeds have a much stronger hold in the ground 
and grow quickly compared to young plants, such as wheat. When we pull up the weeds, the desired plants can come with 
them. Many of us are willing to sacrifice a plant or two to this necessary removal of the undesired weeds. In this parable, 
Jesus is saying, “No, all of the plants are sacred. All are important.” As human beings none of us are 100 percent good or 100 
percent evil. We are a mixture and find ourselves doing good deeds and deeds that are not so good. Nevertheless, God loves 
us. 

1. Why were there weeds among the wheat? 
2. Who comes at night to sow the weeds? 
3. Why didn't the farmer pull up the weeds as soon as he saw them?   
4. According to Jesus, what does the wheat (or the good seeds) stand for in the story? 
5. Who do you think the farmer is in this parable? 
6. What is the first thing you want to do when you see a garden where weeds are growing along with plants? 
7. What is wrong with pulling weeds that are mixed in with plants? 
8. What choices do you make that demonstrate love for family members? 
9. How do you know that your family loves you even when things happen that displease you? 
10. Which do you want to be, the wheat or the weeds?  

Watch this Music Video onYourTube – God Loves Us So / Weird Animals VBS  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NnlGZMEj00 

Do a Craft:  WEEDS Art … Let your children go outside and pick some weeds to glue onto a piece of brown paper. 

Tell them that we are ALL born "weeds" but that God wants us to NOT be weeds any longer and wants us to 

produce good fruit! Tell them to make the weeds into an ART piece to show that GOD wants us to make 

something beautiful out of the weeds! 

Enjoy a Snack: Make a salad using some foods your kids like and some foods they don’t like.  Smother it with 
their favorite dressing.  It’s amazing how sometimes we enjoy things we don’t think taste good.    Our salad may 
not taste 100 percent good or 100 percent bad, but we like it anyway.  

Pray for the Church, may she continue to make choices that bring about a good harvest. Let us pray for the world, may 
peace and justice be a reality. Let us pray for those in need, may God help them to experience peace in their lives. Let us pray 
for our friends at St Jude Parish, may they hear the Good News and respond with generous hearts.   
 
Print off for your children to enjoy … “The Parable of the Weeds” page to color and “The Wheat and the Weeds” 
maze. 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xg3Y8MbRyFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46fyfNw8WcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NnlGZMEj00


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass:  

Living the Word 
 

July 19, 2020       The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week is to grow good wheat 

Read: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Romans 8: 26-27; Matthew 13: 24-30 
 

Pray with the Word   (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

Prayer for this week: Lord, God, it is so easy to judge, so difficult to forgive. Free us from our need to judge others, and 

guide us in your mysterious way of love. Through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Gospel Prepare for Word  (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare  to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

Which images in today’s Gospel most speak to you? What is it about these images that cause you 

to reflect on practicing patience? 

In what ways do you view growing in friendship with God as an ongoing process that cannot be 

rushed? How is this similar to your other friendships? 

 

Reflect on the Word   (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Patience can be difficult, and Jesus knows this. In today’s Gospel, Jesus used not one but three different parables to 

convey the importance of this virtue. First, Jesus used the image of field where wheat and weeds grow together. Rather 

than immediately pulling the weeds up from the ground, Jesus reminds the disciples that the two must grow together 

before they can be separated. 

Then, Jesus used the image of the tiny mustard seed that eventually grows into the largest of trees. Finally, Jesus used the 

image of yeast – tiny organisms that after some time enable bread to rise and become leavened, Although different in 

details, each of these parables reminds us that time and patience are required for full growth and maturation. We live in a 

time where we connect with others instantaneously through email, texts, and social media. Similarly, we can gather 

information about anything simply by typing a few words into a search engine. Growing in our relationship with God, 

however, is not instantaneous. While we are always in relationship with God, growing in our friendship with God takes 

times, energy, and effort. We cannot take shortcuts or rush this process. Rather, we must live the gift of patience. 

Act on the Word 

What are some of the things that cause you to be impatient? Take some times to name these things  to yourself and write 

them down. Then, think about some ways you can practice growing in patience in each of these situations. By 

considering these situations in advance, it is easier to take notice of times we might be impatient with ourselves, others, 

and God and better respond with the  

gift on patience. 

“Patience is the companion of wisdom.”      - St. Augustine of Hippo 

The Living Word 2019-2020 Copyrighted 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Witten by Stacey Sumereau. NABRE Copyrighted 

2010 CCD 

Bishop Barron’s Sunday Homily   -  July 19, 2020     

One of the most mysterious and yet practically applicable of Jesus’ parables is at the heart of today’s 

Gospel. The wheat and the weeds are allowed to grow together until the harvest, just as, strangely, 

good and evil are allowed to exist side-by-side in the affairs of the world. Why is his true? Because 

God deigns to bring good out of evil. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-wheat-and-the-tares/549/ 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-wheat-and-the-tares/549/


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 For neither is there any god besides you, whose care is 

for all people,* 

to whom you should prove that you have not judged 

unjustly; 
16 For your strength is the source of righteousness, 

and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all. 
17 For you show your strength when people doubt the 

completeness of your power, 

and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it.* 
18 Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with 

mildness, 

and with great forbearance you govern us; 

for you have power to act whenever you choose. 
19 Through such works you have taught your people 

that the righteous must be kind, 

and you have filled your children with good hope, 
because you give repentance for sins. 

. 

.  

  

 

 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For bwe do 

not know what to pray for as we ought, but cthe Spirit 

himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 

words. 27 And dhe who searches hearts knows what is ethe 

mind of the Spirit, because7 the Spirit fintercedes for the 

saints gaccording to the will of God.   

 

July 19, 2020  - The Sixteenth Sunday in                 July 19, 2020  - The Sixteenth Sunday in   

Ordinary Time           Ordinary Time 
First Reading                       Second Reading 

Wisdom 12:13  16-19                            Romans 8:26-27        

The Parable of the Weeds 

24 He put another parable before them, 

saying, w“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were slee

ping, his enemy came and sowed weeds3 among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 

the weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants4 of the master of the house came and said to him, 

‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, 

‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, 

‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said, x‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along wit

h them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, y“Gather the weeds first and bind 

them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn 

The Mustard Seed and the Leaven 

31 He put another parable before them, 

saying, z“The kingdom of heaven is like aa grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of 

all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 

make nests in its branches.” 

33 He told them another 

parable. b“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in cthree measures of flour, till it was dall leavened  

Prophecy and Parables 

34 eAll these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. 35 This was to 

fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:5 
f“I will open my mouth in parables; 

gI will utter what has been hidden hsince the foundation of the world.” 

The Parable of the Weeds Explained 

36 Then he left the crowds and went into ithe house. And his disciples came to him, saying, j“Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds of the field.” 37 He 

answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is kthe sons of the 

kingdom. The weeds are lthe sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. mThe harvest is nthe end of th

e age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds oare gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at nthe end of the age 

41 pThe Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all qcauses of sin and rall law-

breakers, 42 sand throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place tthere will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

43 Then uthe righteous will shine like the sun vin the kingdom of their Father. wHe who has ears, let him hear. 
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July 19, 2020  - The Sixteenth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-

resources/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-

a-sunday-connection/ 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers three 

parables to describe the Kingdom of 

Heaven. He also explains why he speaks to 

the crowds in parables and interprets the 

parable of the sower for the disciples. This 

reading is a continuation of Jesus’ 

discourse that we began reading last 

Sunday. 

All three parables use commonplace 

experiences to describe aspects of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. The first parable is 

longer and more detailed than the next two, 

and it alerts us to the two-fold reality of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. The beginnings of the 

Kingdom of Heaven can be found in this 

world. The fruition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven, however, will not be realized until 

the final judgment. In the meantime, as 

Jesus’ explanation to the disciples 

cautions, any effort to judge the progress 

of the Kingdom of Heaven is premature. 

Only God, in the final judgment, will 

distinguish the fruit of the Kingdom of 

Heaven and offer its reward. 

The second and third parables call to our 

attention the abundance that will result 

from the small beginnings of the Kingdom 

of Heaven. Just as a mustard seed—the 

smallest of all seeds—will become a large 

bush, so too God will bring his Kingdom to 

full bloom. As a small amount of yeast will 

leaven the entire batch of bread, so too 

God will bring about the expansion of his 

Kingdom. In each case the image is of the 

superabundance that God brings out of 

even the smallest of signs of the Kingdom. 

Contained within these parables are words 

of caution as well as words of consolation. 

In the parable of the sower we are warned 

against judging others. To judge and 

uproot the “weeds” prematurely will harm 

the wheat; final judgment rests with God. 

In the parables of the mustard seed and the 

yeast, we are consoled by the message that 

God can work wonders and produce 

abundance from even the smallest 

beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:                        

Matthew 13:24-43     http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 07/19/20.cfm. 

In today's first parable, Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a farmer whose 

carefully tended crop was despoiled by jealous subversives, people so nasty and 

petty that they went to all the trouble of sowing weed seeds in his wheat field. His 

servants were infuriated when they saw their cultivations defiled. But before they 

could rip out the intruder plants, the owner warned that their destructive fury 

could wreck everything.   

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/16th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/ 

Taken together, the parables found in today’s Gospel offer both a sobering 

reminder about the Kingdom of God and words of encouragement. As the 

wheat and the weeds must grow together until the harvest, so we may not 

know whether our actions contribute to God’s Kingdom until God’s final 

judgment. With this word of caution in mind, we act always in prayer that 

our actions will be consistent with God’s plans. In the parables of the 

mustard seed and the yeast, we hear words of encouragement. God can 

bring the Kingdom of Heaven from even the smallest of beginnings. Thus, 

we ask God to work through us for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Set aside time this week to make bread with your family. Show the amount 

of yeast that is required to raise an entire batch of bread. Observe that little 

things can go a long way. After the bread has been baked, gather together 

as a family. Read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 13:24-43. Reflect 

together on what Jesus means when he teaches that the Kingdom of 

Heaven is like a mustard seed and like yeast. In these parables, Jesus is 

teaching us that God can work wonders from even the smallest beginnings 

of the Kingdom of God. This means that even the little things that we do 

can make a big difference in the lives of others. What are some of the little 

things that we can do in our family that help to make things better for 

others? Decide on one action to take together.  

Pray that God will use your action to make a difference in the world.  

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

Did You Know… 

In the parables of the mustard seed  

and the yeast, we are consoled by  

the message that God can work  

wonders and produce abundance  

from even the smallest beginnings  

of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

 
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its 
publication: Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications. All rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend 

Francis J. Kane, DD, Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
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Pope Francis sends message to priests on 

Argentina’s coronavirus front line 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

sends-message-to-priests-on-argentinas-coronavirus-front-

line-27136 

 

Vatican City, Jul 10, 2020 / 11:30 am MT (CNA).- Pope 

Francis sent a video message Thursday to the priests who 

work in Argentina’s poor neighborhoods serving the sick 

and vulnerable amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

“I want to be close to you at this time, as I know that you 

are fighting with prayer and the help of medical 

professionals,” Pope Francis said in the video published 

on Twitter by Buenos Aires priests July 9. 

The pope said that he had heard that three priests who 

minister in the barrios had become sick.  

He mentioned in particular Fr. Basilicio “Bachi” Britez, 

who has been hospitalized with COVID-19 since June 21, 

according to Vatican News.  

“I want to tell you that I am close to you, that I pray for 

you, that I accompany you at this time, all the people of 

God, along with their sick priests,” the pope said. 

“It is time to thank God for the witness of these priests, 

ask for their health and move forward. May God bless you 

and do not forget to pray for me,” he added. 

Pope Francis’ message was sent to the Curas Villeros, a 

team of priests who minister in the poor neighborhoods in 

and surrounding Buenos Aires, where the coronavirus has 

now spread. 

These priests have been advocating for better medical 

treatment within these neighborhoods, issuing a statement 

June 29 denouncing the “scandalous delays of 

ambulances” and poor health systems that could better 

serve the communities “on the margins” of the city. 

 

Statues of Mary vandalized in weekend of 

church attacks 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/statues-of-

mary-vandalized-in-weekend-of-church-attacks-24779 

 

CNA Staff, Jul 12, 2020 / 10:50 am MT (CNA).- Boston 

police are investigating an arson attack on a statue of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary Saturday night, the second attack on a 

statue of the Virgin Mary in two days. 

Police were called to reports of a fire on Bowdin Street in 

the Dorchester neighborhood Boston at around 10 p.m. on 

July 11. 

Local police confirmed that a statue of the Blessed Virgin, 

located outside the church of St. Peter’s Parish, had been 

set on fire and suffered damage. Local police and 

firefighters both responded to reports that an unknown 

individual had set fire to plastic flowers which were in the 

hands of the statue, causing smoke and flame damage to 

the face, head, and upper body of the statue. 

The fire at St. Peter’s is the latest in a series of fires and 

acts of vandalism which have struck Catholic churches in 

the last two days. 

On July 10, the Diocese of Brooklyn announced that New 

York City police were investigating the vandalization of a 

statue of the Virgin Mary at Cathedral Prep School and 

Seminary in Queens. 

Security footage shows an individual approaching the 100-

year-old statue shortly after 3 a.m. Friday morning and 

daubing the word “IDOL” down its length. 

Fr. James Kuroly, rector and president of Cathedral Prep, 

called the incident “an act of hatred.”  “Obviously, this 

tragedy saddens us deeply but it also renews our hope and 

faith in the Lord as he has shown his goodness in the many 

people who have already reached out to us,” said Fr. 

Kuroly. “We are sincerely grateful for the help we have 

received as well as the prayers. Please continue praying for 

those who committed this act of vandalism and hatred 

toward Our Lady and the Church.” 

In addition to the attacks on the two 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-sends-message-to-priests-on-argentinas-coronavirus-front-line-27136
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-sends-message-to-priests-on-argentinas-coronavirus-front-line-27136
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-sends-message-to-priests-on-argentinas-coronavirus-front-line-27136
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/statues-of-mary-vandalized-in-weekend-of-church-attacks-24779
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/statues-of-mary-vandalized-in-weekend-of-church-attacks-24779
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

July 19, 2020  - The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 
 

Begin with Song: Make Me a Channel of your Peace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

Young children are striving to make a difference in their world. Jesus’ parables of the mustard seed and the yeast provide 

important lessons that even small contributions can yield dramatic results. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Show your children a bowl of water. Tell them  that you would like to make this water more colorful by adding food 

coloring.  

Ask: How much food coloring do you think is needed to change the color of this water? (Allow time for the children to 

offer their suggestions.) 

Say: It really doesn’t take much food coloring to change the color of this water. Let me show you. Place one drop of food 

coloring into the bowl. Let the children observe how much impact just a drop of food coloring has on the water.  

Say: Sometimes little things can make a big difference. 

Say: Jesus told many parables about the Kingdom of Heaven. The lesson from two of these parables reminds me of the 

food coloring in the water. As we listen carefully to these parables Jesus told, see if you can figure out which two make 

me think about the demonstration we just did. 

Read aloud Matthew 13:24-30. Then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cyaQ_2EzJA   

Say: In this Gospel, Jesus tells three parables. The first is called the parable of the sower, and in it the farmer allows the 

wheat and the weeds to grow together. In the second parable, Jesus taught that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard 

seed. In the third parable, he said that the Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast. Which of these parables are like the 

demonstration we did with the water and food coloring? (The parable of the mustard seed and the parable of the yeast) 

Say: In these parables, Jesus is teaching us that little things can make a big difference. In fact the Kingdom of Heaven, the 

great news that Jesus came to announce, begins with the smallest of actions. That means that every good thing that we do, 

however small, can have tremendous effect when we do it because we love Jesus. 

 

Conclude in prayer together, thanking God for helping us to make small contributions that can make big differences in the world.  

 

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer or the Morning Offering. 

 

Conclude by listening to On Eagles Wings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lY_iTQf0GM 

  

  

 

 

  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and  6) 

Begin with Song: Make Me a Channel of your Peace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY 

Children and adults alike are tempted to judge others by their appearance. In the first parable found in today’s Gospel, we 

are warned against judging people, and we are reminded that final judgment rests with God. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Sometimes we make a judgment based on appearances. We often do this in our lives. We judge things, and 

sometimes we even judge people based on first impressions and appearances. This is not the way that God judges. Jesus 

told a parable about this to teach us about God’s judgment. Let’s listen carefully to this parable. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud today’s Gospel Matthew 13:24-33. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cyaQ_2EzJA  

Ask: In this parable the sower makes a surprising decision. He allows the wheat and the weeds to grow together. Why 

does he do this? (He says that pulling the weeds before the harvest will damage the wheat as well.) What alternative does 

he offer to pulling up the weeds? (The sower says to wait until harvest time, when the wheat and the weeds can be pulled 

up together and separated without harming the wheat.) What does this parable tell us about God’s judgment? (Accept all 

reasonable answers.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cyaQ_2EzJA
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/morning-and-evening-prayers/morning-offering-prayer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lY_iTQf0GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cyaQ_2EzJA


  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask: If this is the way that God judges, what might be the lesson for us about judging things by their 

appearances? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Pray together, thanking God for the wisdom to withhold judgment.  

Pray together the Prayer of Saint Francis 

Conclude by listening to On Eagles Wings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lY_iTQf0GM 

Making the Connection (Grades 7, and  8)  

Begin with Song: Make Me a Channel of your Peace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY 

Young people are familiar with Jesus’ reliance in his parables on images from everyday life, especially from the world of 

nature. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: People often work diligently to keep weeds out of their yards. In Sunday’s Gospel, we hear Jesus using the image of 

weeds to help us understand the Kingdom of God. 

Have one of your children read aloud the Gospel, Matthew 13:24-33. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cyaQ_2EzJA  

Ask: What do you think Jesus is trying to teach us about the Kingdom of God? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Ask  What do these parables teach us about the Kingdom of God? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Say: In the coming week, let’s continue to pray that our faith will grow and that the Kingdom of God will be spread 

throughout the world. 

Conclude by praying the Prayer of Saint Francis 

Conclude by listening to On Eagles Wings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lY_iTQf0GM 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord 
Who abide in His shadow for life 

Say to the Lord, "My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!" 

And He will raise you up on eagles' wings 
Bear you on the breath of dawn 
Make you to shine like the sun 

And hold you in the palm of His hand 

The snare of the fowler will never capture you 
And famine will bring you no fear 

Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield 

And He will raise you up on eagles' wings 
Bear you on the breath of dawn 
Make you to shine like the sun 

And hold you in the palm of His hand 

You need not fear the terror of the night 
Nor the arrow that flies by day 

Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come 

And He will raise you up on eagles' wings 
Bear you on the breath of dawn 
Make you to shine like the sun 

And hold you in the palm of His hand 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/saints-prayers/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lY_iTQf0GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cyaQ_2EzJA
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/saints-prayers/peace-prayer-of-saint-francis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lY_iTQf0GM


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


