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From the Director of Faith 

Formation 

     Thursday,   April 9, 2020  Vol. 7  Issue 15 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

We hope that all of you had  

the opportunity to tune in to 

the Sunday Mass on Fox TV 

 at 10:00 am on Sunday.  

Although most of us are  

keeping our distance from each other, 

our ability to communicate by email or 

by phone is still there. We were able to 

visit with our granddaughter and three 

great grandsons by Skype who reside in 

the Denver area.  

This week, reach out to someone who 

may be needing a phone call or an email 

from you. Those people in assisted 

living or in nursing homes quite often 

are restricted to their rooms. Your 

elderly neighbors may need you to shop 

for them and drop off some food or 

other basic items.  

Whatever the reason God is asking us to 

live our Catholic faith in a very 

different way.  

Take the time to enter the Season of 

Easter this week: Alleluia! The Lord is 

Risen.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

 Clem Schwartz   

     Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
      

     The Season of Easter Time is a  

     fifty-day celebration that Christ  

     has conquered sin and death and reigns 

     with the Father for eternity. Through  

     his Passion, Death, and Resurrection we 

     are immersed into Christ’s Paschal  

     Mystery.  

We gaze again on the face of love poured out, sacrificed for us and for all, 

the face of God that we see through Christ’s life and love. And we are taught 

yet again that this loving way is to be our way, the Way. 

The Easter Gospel accounts bring us face to face with the mystery of Christ’s 

Resurrection, so that we, with the disciples, may move from unbelief to 

belief, declare our love of Christ and recommit ourselves to sharing this love 

in our world. 

If we kept Lent well, Easter Season help us to solidify our commitment to 

Christ in our daily living. If we slipped during Lent, letting go of resolutions 

and falling into less Christ-like patterns of behavior, this season may be one 

of the opportunities to live in the hope and joy of the Resurrection. Through 

Christ we no longer need to despair: we have all we need to overcome the 

temptations and challenges of life. By the end of the season, we will be 

reminded that we are promised the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who will 

teach us and remind us of all we have learned from the Lord.  

There is no doubt we need Easter’s joy and hope and love. There is much in 

our lives as individuals and in the world that speaks more of death and 

darkness that of life and light. It is essential then, that we linger in Easter 

Time, for its full fifty days and carry it as witnesses into our lives Christ ‘s 

risen life has the power to change the world: we must carry this life through 

our daily living as Easter people now and forever under these strange 

circumstances. 

(Taken from An Introduction to Easter Time page 171 The Living Word, 

Liturgy Training Publications, 2019- 2020) 

Here is a link to the Jesus Film (1979)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0my4jDKDiQ (2 hours plus). The new 

Jesus Film (2013) and its link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXVArTlpmmw  

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0my4jDKDiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXVArTlpmmw


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are links to view selected seasonal music on YouTube: 

Thank you Jesus     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gp4N12X1jKo  

In Christ Alone     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjR_A2pGPrY  

Worthy is the Lamb:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAplJ0_jDFc  

Lord I lift your name on high    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVqWEtfpTgo  

Hosanna (Glory to the King)    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXF8xlu5F1Q  

Glory to the Kings of Kings    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD5DQ_8h1pM  

Christ the Lord is Risen Today   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzy7jFNUc3w  

 You Raise Me Up:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcLl0A-lXIc  

What Wondrous Love is This:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP0tEceh8Bg  

Jesus is Alive:      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ  

El Shaddai:      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bon1XtAdzD0  

Above All:      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA  

10,000 Reasons (Bless My name):   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E   

Open the Eyes of My Heart:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idQ1n3cdgfo  

You Raise me Up:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMgooG96P5c  

Christ the Lord is Risen Today:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-SOTGxYcwA  

All Glory, Laud and Honor:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE                    

Lift High the Cross:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbcBXYP4AlE                           

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkx8WAycYAc         

Ancient Words:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vmTkXNpwzs                                     

Mary Did You Know:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Uki0dkthzI                                             

Hosanna to the Son of David   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axMtARvgc18            

Behold the Wood of the Cross:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RMDloJ5NoA        

Were You There:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA                               

What Wondrous Love is This    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP0tEceh8Bg                

You Raise Me Up:     Josh Groban- You Raise Me Up(tradução)              

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gp4N12X1jKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjR_A2pGPrY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAplJ0_jDFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVqWEtfpTgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXF8xlu5F1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD5DQ_8h1pM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzy7jFNUc3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcLl0A-lXIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP0tEceh8Bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bon1XtAdzD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idQ1n3cdgfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMgooG96P5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-SOTGxYcwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbcBXYP4AlE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkx8WAycYAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vmTkXNpwzs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Uki0dkthzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axMtARvgc18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RMDloJ5NoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP0tEceh8Bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMgooG96P5c


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word 

April 5, 2020  - Palm Sunday - The Passion of the Lord 

Our focus this week is Jesus enters Jerusalem, and we prepare for him to enter our hearts 

Read: Matthew 21: 1-11 (Use this reading which tells about Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem) 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7; Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11; 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

Prayer for this week: Lord Jesus Christ, we have begun to follow you on the journey that will lead us to the heart of 

your saving mysteries. During these holy days, may we come to know you better than ever before, master Our Lord 

and Savior. You live and reign forever and ever. Amen 

Gospel Prepare for Word       (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?  

What are some of the things you need to tell God? 

How can you grow in transparency with God and others? 

Reflect on the Word             (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

The interaction between Jesus and Judas at the Last Supper is haunting. Jesus knows there is a betrayer at hand, 

present at the table and sharing in the meal. Even so, Judas continues his ruse of ignorance and innocence to the point 

of publically proclaiming that he would never be the one to turn on Jesus 

Judas must have done a good job of keeping the betrayal plans secret. Surely if the others gathered at table would 

have known about the disloyalty in advance, they would have done something to Judas to prevent the betrayal. Maybe 

they would have locked him up in a room so he could not carry out his plan. It seems that the disciples did not know 

what was about to unfold. 

More differently, and not unexpectedly, Jesus knows exactly what is going on. While Judas could hide his traitorous 

side from his follow brothers and sisters, it is impossible for Judas to hide any part of himself from God. The same is 

true for us. God knows everything about us. God knows our comings and goings. God knows our strengths and our 

weakness. God knows our successes and failures.  

Act on the Word  

When do we hide our true selves from others? When do we try to hide our true selves from God? Of course we do not 

reveal everything about ourselves to every person we meet: that would be imprudent. However, if we never reveal our 

true selves to anyone, we miss opportunities to be honest with God and others and make an effort not to hide your 

true self. Be the incredible person God created you to be. 

The Living Word 2019-2020 Copyrighted 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Witten by Stacey Sumereau. NABRE Copyrighted 2010 CCD 

 

Bishop Barron's Homily April 5, 2020  - Palm Sunday - The Passion of the Lord 

 We have a special video presentation from Bishop Barron this week. It is a homily Bishop Barron  

gave on Palm Sunday back in 2016.  Palm, or Passion, Sunday begins the most sacred week of the  

Church year—Holy Week. During these days, we prepare ourselves for Easter by prayerful reflection  

upon the events of Jesus’ Passion and death. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8R0cLRZWNs  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8R0cLRZWNs


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4  The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with a word 

him who is weary. 

Morning by morning he awakens; 

he awakens my ear 

to hear as those who are taught. 

 5  The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious; 

I turned not backward. 

 6  I gave my back to those who strike, 

and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

from disgrace and spitting. 

 7  But the Lord GOD helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
 

6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped  7 but emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 

of death,  even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 

has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow,  in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 

Palm Sunday - The Passion of the Lord        Palm Sunday - The Passion of the Lord 

 First Reading              Second Reading 

Isaiah 50:4-7                              Philippians 2:6-11  

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality, 
37

That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: 
38

how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 

by the devil, for God was with him. 
39

We are witnesses to 

all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 

him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
40

but God raised 

him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 
41

not to all 

the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. 
42

He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. 
43

All the prophets testify about him 

that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.’  

 

6  Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that  a little 

leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old 

leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are 

unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival,  not 

with the old leaven,  the leaven of malice and evil, but with 

the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord     Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord  

 First Reading            Second Reading 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34 a, 37-43          Corinthians 5:6 b-8  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word 

April 12, 2020  - Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord 

  Our focus this week is Jesus enters Jerusalem, and we prepare for him to enter our hearts 

    Read: Acts of the Apostles 10:34 a, 37-43;  Colossians 3:1 –4  or  Corinthians 5:6 b-8;  

   John 20: 1-9  or  Matthew 28:1-10  or  Luke 24:13-35 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Merciful God, at Baptism, you breathed your Spirit upon us. At Confirmation, you deepened 

your Spirit’s presence in us. When we receive the Eucharist, you nourish our faith and strengthen us for mission. As 

we welcome new members to the faith , help us grown in the mercy and love Christ’s Resurrection proclaims to the 

world. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word      (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?  

Why is community such an essential component of Christianity? 

Have you ever experienced difficulties being part of a community? How did you work through the challenges? 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

 After encountering the empty tomb, Mary immediately goes to Simon Peter, and the other disciple. While 

seemingly insignificant, this detail encompasses one of the most important realities of the Resurrection. Mary knew 

that she could not continue her morning duties alone, especially in light of her recent discover.  

As Christians, our life is rooted in a similar reality. We cannot exist as isolated individuals and are instead called to 

community. It is impossible to journey through life by ourselves. We rely on others for strength and support. We 

share our hopes and fears. We work together to accomplish our goals, we affirm the diverse gifts we see in others, and 

we help others in need. 

Most importantly, though, Mary know that the work of the Resurrection was not meant for her alone. Telling the 

world that “God is alive” requires a network of believers, connected in common mission. We are part of this same 

network and continue the mission today. 

Act on the Word  

Think of different ways you encounter community. Who are some of the people that support and challenge you? Who 

do you support and challenge? Write a note to one of those people, thanking them for being a significant part of your 

community. 

“What a great favor God does to those he place in the company of good people!”  

         - St. Teresa of Avila 

The Living Word 2019-2020 Copyrighted 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Witten by Stacey Sumereau. NABRE 

Copyrighted 2010 CCD 

 

 

Bishop Barron's Homily April 12, 2020  - Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord 

Our first reading for this Easter day is Peter’s great kerygmatic speech on Pentecost morning. Filled with 

the Holy Spirit, Peter addresses the Jerusalem crowd, telling them the impossibly good news that Jesus  

of Nazareth, a man who moved through their ordinary towns and villages, has been raised from the dead.  

The Easter faith of the Church is not an abstraction, not a vague claim about God’s fidelity or our hope  

for immortality. Rather, it is the startling assertion that God has brought this man Jesus back from the  

dead. May we bask in the glow of this still surprising revelation. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/he-is-risen/924/ 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/he-is-risen/924/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 5, 2020  - Palm Sunday - The 

Passion of the Lord 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-

passion-cycle-a 

Today’s liturgy begins with the procession 

with palms to remind us of Jesus’ 

triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. The 

events of Jesus’ Passion are proclaimed in 

their entirety in today’s Liturgy of the 

Word. Those events will be proclaimed 

again when we celebrate the liturgies of the 

Triduum—Holy Thursday’s Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper, the Good Friday of the 

Lord’s Passion, and the Easter Vigil. In 

communities that celebrate the Sacraments 

of Initiation with catechumens, these 

liturgies take on special importance because 

they invite the catechumens and the 

community to enter together into the central 

mysteries of our faith. These days are 

indeed profound and holy. 

In Cycle A, we read the Passion of Jesus as 

found in the Gospel of Matthew on Palm, or 

Passion, Sunday. (On Good Friday, we will 

read the Passion of Jesus from the Gospel of 

John). The story of Jesus’ Passion and death 

in Matthew’s Gospel focuses particularly on 

the obedience of Jesus to the will of his 

Father. As Jesus sends his disciples to 

prepare for Passover, he indicates that the 

events to come are the will of the Father 

(Matthew 26:18). In Jesus’ prayer in the 

garden, he prays three times to the Father to 

take away the cup of suffering, but each 

time, Jesus concludes by affirming his 

obedience to the Father’s will (Matthew 

26:39-44). Even Matthew’s description of 

Jesus’ death shows Jesus’ obedience to the 

Father. 

Another theme of Matthew’s Gospel is to 

show Jesus as the fulfillment of Scripture. 

Throughout the Passion narrative, Matthew 

cites and alludes to Scripture to show that 

the events of Jesus’ Passion and death are in 

accordance with all that was foretold. And 

if the events were foretold, then God is in 

control. In addition,  

Matthew is particularly concerned that the 

reader does not miss the fact that Jesus is 

the Suffering Servant of the Old Testament.  

Jesus acts in obedience to the Father even in 

death,  

  

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:                        

John 11:1-45    http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 03/29/20.cfm 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Palm, or Passion, Sunday begins the most sacred week of the Church 

year—Holy Week. During these days, we prepare ourselves for Easter 

by prayerful reflection upon the events of Jesus’ Passion and death. You 

might display a crucifix in a prominent place this week, as reminder of 

the salvation Christ won for us. The crucifix can also be the focal point 

for family prayer during Holy Week. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Because of the length and complexity of the Passion narrative, young 

children have difficulty remaining attentive when it is proclaimed in its 

entirety. Families can choose to read a portion of this Sunday’s Gospel 

each day of Holy Week, providing ample opportunity for children to ask 

questions and respond to the events described there. In this way, the entire 

week can become a “way of the cross.” 

Each day during Holy Week, the family can gather in a prayerful space 

with a crucifix as the focal point. The Passion as found in Matthew’s 

Gospel might be read as follows throughout the week: 

Sunday: 
Matthew 21:1-11 (Gospel at the 

Procession with Palms) 

Monday: Matthew 26:14-25 

Tuesday: Matthew 26:26-35 

Wednesday: Matthew 26:36-56 

Thursday: Matthew 26:57—27:14 

Friday: Matthew 27:15-54 

After reading from the Gospel each night, the family might reflect on the 

reading together. Conclude your prayer time together by praying the 

Lord’s Prayer and/or singing an appropriate hymn, such as “Jesus, Jesus,” 

“Were You There?” or “What Wondrous Love Is This.” 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-passion-cycle-a 

Did You Know… 

The events of Jesus’ Passion, death, and Resurrection are called the 

Paschal Mystery. No amount of study will exhaust or explain the depth of 

love that Jesus showed in offering this sacrifice for us. After we  

have examined and studied the stories we have received about these 

events, we are left with one final task—to meditate on these events and on 

the forgiveness that Jesus’ obedience won for us. 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its 

publication: Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 
Training Publications. All rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most 

Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-passion-cycle-a
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-passion-cycle-a
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-passion-cycle-a
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-passion-cycle-a
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-passion-cycle-a
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/palm-sunday-of-the-lords-passion-cycle-a


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 12, 2020  - Easter Sunday - 

The Resurrection of the Lord  

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/easter-sunday-connection 

Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-

day meditation on the mystery of Christ's 

Resurrection. Our Gospel today tells us 

about the disciples' discovery of the empty 

tomb. It concludes by telling us that they 

did not yet understand that Jesus had risen 

from the dead. Thus, the details provided 

are not necessarily meant to offer proof of 

the Resurrection. The details invite us to 

reflect upon a most amazing gift, that is 

faith in Jesus and his Resurrection. 

Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' 

empty tomb was first discovered by women. 

This is notable because in first-century 

Jewish society women could not serve as 

legal witnesses. In the case of John's 

Gospel, the only woman attending the tomb 

is Mary of Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic 

accounts, John's Gospel does not describe 

an appearance of angels at the tomb. 

Instead, Mary is simply said to have 

observed that the stone that had sealed the 

tomb had been moved, and she runs to alert 

Simon Peter and the beloved disciple. Her 

statement to them is telling. She assumes 

that Jesus' body has been removed, perhaps 

stolen. She does not consider that Jesus has 

been raised from the dead. 

Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to 

the tomb, presumably to verify Mary's 

report. The beloved disciple arrives first but 

does not enter the tomb until after Simon 

Peter. This detail paints a vivid picture, as 

does the detail provided about the burial 

cloths. Some scholars believe that the 

presence of the burial cloths in the tomb 

offers evidence to the listener that Jesus' 

body had not been stolen (it is understood 

that grave robbers would have taken the 

burial cloths together with the body). 

In the weeks ahead, the Gospel readings 

from our liturgy will show us how the 

disciples came to believe in Jesus' 

Resurrection through his appearances to 

them. Our Easter faith is based on their 

witness to both the empty tomb and their 

continuing relationship with Jesus—in his 

appearances and in his gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:                        

John 20: 1-9  http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 04/12/20.cfm 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

In the Easter Gospel we hear about how the disciples found the tomb 

empty three days after Jesus' death. We are also told that they do not yet 

understand the Scriptures or that Jesus had been raised from the dead.  

That understanding gradually unfolded for the disciples as they began to 

experience the risen Lord. Similarly, our understanding of Jesus' 

Resurrection unfolds for us throughout our lives. In the weeks ahead, we 

will hear how the first disciples moved from confusion, doubt, and 

skepticism to faith. Their experience can teach us how we too might 

receive this gift of faith from God. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Gather your family members and ask them to share what they know about 

the events that happened in the days after Jesus' crucifixion. Invite your 

family to imagine that they are among Jesus' first disciples.  

Read together today's Gospel, John 20:1-9. Reflect together on the Gospel 

with questions such as these: If you had been among the first disciples 

who heard that the stone had been removed from Jesus' tomb and that 

Jesus' body was no longer there, what would you think? What did Mary 

of Magdala, Simon Peter, and the disciple whom Jesus loved think had 

happened?  

Recall that this experience is the first indication Jesus' disciples have that 

he is risen. Throughout the Easter season, we will learn more about how 

the disciples came to believe that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 

Pray together using today's psalm, Psalm 118: “This is the day the Lord 

has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/easter-sunday-connection 

Did You Know… 

Even having seen the empty tomb and  

the burial cloths, the disciples do not yet  

understand about the Resurrection. Mary  

of Magdala meets Jesus but mistakes him  

for the gardener. In the weeks ahead, the  

Gospel readings from our liturgy will show  

us how the disciples came to believe in Jesus'  

Resurrection through his appearances to  

them. Our Easter faith is based on their  

witness to both the empty tomb and their  

continuing relationship with Jesus—in his  

appearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit. 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its 
publication: Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 

Training Publications. All rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most 

Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
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Pope Francis during Corona Virus: Beware the 

'poison' of laziness, complaining 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

during-coronavirus-beware-the-poison-of-laziness-

complaining-91447 

 

Vatican City, Mar 24, 2020 / 06:26 am (CNA).- Pope 

Francis Tuesday warned Christians to avoid living in a 

“fog” of sadness, sloth, and complaining, instead of 

rejoicing in the spiritual healing they have received from 

Christ. 

There are “many Christians who live this state of sloth, 

unable to do anything but complain about everything,” the 

pope said at Mass in the Vatican’s Santa Marta guesthouse 

March 24. 

“Sloth is a poison, it is a fog that surrounds the soul and 

does not let it live,” he continued. “It’s also a drug, because 

if you taste it often, you like it. And you end up a ‘sad-

addict,’ a ‘sloth-addict.’” 

Francis added that sloth is a “fairly usual sin among us,” 

one which the devil “can use to annihilate our spiritual life 

as well as our life as people.” 

He urged people to reflect on the healing water of their 

baptism, through which Christ gave them new life, and 

through which they find salvation. 

The pope is offering his daily morning Mass for those 

affected by COVID-19. The Masses are being live streamed 

throughout the corona virus emergency. 

Francis prayed Tuesday particularly for the doctors and 

priests who have died from the corona virus after treating or 

visiting the sick. 

“I have heard that some doctors, priests have passed away in 

recent days, I don’t know if [there are] any nurses [who 

have died],” the pope said March 24. 

 

Prison chaplains adapt as Corona Virus limits 

their ministry 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/prison-

chaplains-adapt-as-coronavirus-limits-their-ministry-42783 

 

Washington D.C., Mar 23, 2020 / 03:01 pm (CNA).- The 

worldwide outbreak of corona virus (COVID-19) is 

beginning to touch one of the populations in the United 

States most vulnerable to disease: the incarcerated. 

A growing number of prisons in the US have confirmed 

cases of COVID-19, and most have suspended visits for 

inmates. 

In the face of such precautions, prison chaplains 

throughout the country have had to adapt their ministry. 

Joe Cotton, director of prison ministry in the Archdiocese 

of Seattle, told CNA that all of his chaplains are currently 

blocked from entering the facilities where they normally 

minister. 

Seattle has one the highest rates of infection in the United 

States, with more than 1,600 confirmed cases and more 

than 90 deaths. Washington State was also the site of the 

first confirmed case of COVID-19 in the US. 

"So we're trying to be as creative as we can— some of our 

chaplains are doing things like developing their reflections 

and Communion services and programming, working from 

home and getting ahead, and using this time for getting 

things ready for when we can go back in, so that they're 

well ahead of the game," Cotton told CNA. 

He said his team that normally ministers at a juvenile 

facility got especially creative, setting up a telephone 

answering service to forward calls from inmates directly to 

chaplains' cell phones, depending on a schedule of 

chaplains' availability throughout the week that they set up. 

"Tonight's my night, for example. So between five and 

nine, I'll have my cell phone on me, and if the answering 

service calls me, it means someone on the inside wants to 

talk to a chaplain over the phone.   
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https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-during-coronavirus-beware-the-poison-of-laziness-complaining-91447
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/prison-chaplains-adapt-as-coronavirus-limits-their-ministry-42783
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/prison-chaplains-adapt-as-coronavirus-limits-their-ministry-42783
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April 5, 2020  - Palm Sunday - The Passion of the Lord 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with Song: 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E  

Read: Matthew 21: 1-11 (Use this reading which tells about Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem) 

Then show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbWurHq1bCQ  

On the last Sunday of Lent, we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us when he accepted the cross. Throughout this 

week, Holy Week, we remember that Jesus was obedient even unto death so that our sins would be forgiven. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: For six weeks, we’ve been preparing ourselves for Easter. Who remembers the name of this season of the Church 

year? (Lent) This Sunday is the last Sunday of Lent. It has a special name. It’s called Palm Sunday. First, we hear that 

when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, he was greeted like a king. In Jesus’ day, kings were greeted with great parades and 

traveled in chariots or on horses. People bowed before them to show respect. Something like that happened when Jesus 

came to Jerusalem, but Jesus was riding a humble donkey. People formed a parade, waved palm branches at him, and 

greeted him with names of great respect. Jesus knew their respect would not last, however, because he had not come as an 

earthly king. 

While in Jerusalem, Jesus celebrated a very special Jewish feast called Passover with his disciples. While at supper with 

the disciples, he told them that there would be difficult times ahead and that they would be very frightened by what would 

happen. But Jesus also told them that these things would be necessary so that sins would be forgiven. 

After the Passover meal, Jesus and his disciples went to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. There, terrible things began to 

happen, just as Jesus had said. First, Jesus was arrested. The disciples were frightened, and they ran away. Then Jesus was 

placed on trial and sentenced to death on the cross. 

Jesus was crucified and died. But that is not the end of the story. Jesus died so that our sins would be forgiven, and then 

God raised him from the dead. We will celebrate that event next week at Easter. But this week, which is called Holy 

Week, we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. 

Let us watch this longer video clip which tells us about what happen to Jesus during this Holy Week. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV0GaPlpqig   

Conclude your time together in prayer, thanking God for the love that Jesus showed us. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer  

Conclude by listening to Above All   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA  

 Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and  6)  

Begin with Song: 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E  

Holy Week is a time for prayerful meditation on the sacrifice that Jesus made for us when he accepted the cross. 

Throughout this week, we remember that Jesus was obedient even unto death so that our sins would be forgiven. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: The last Sunday in Lent is called Palm Sunday, or Passion Sunday. At Mass on this day, we hear the events of 

Jesus’ Passion—the last three days of his life—and his death proclaimed in the Gospel readings 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbWurHq1bCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV0GaPlpqig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E


  

  

 

Say: Jesus says that we, his followers, are the light of the world. When we do good deeds, we 

glorify God and we show that we are the light.  

Say: We all go through hard times when we need some help. As Christians, we provide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read: Matthew 21: 1-11 (Use this reading which tells about Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem) 

Then show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbWurHq1bCQ  

Say: For six weeks, we’ve been preparing ourselves for Easter. Who remembers the name of this season of the Church 

year? (Lent) This Sunday is the last Sunday of Lent. It has a special name. It’s called Palm Sunday. First, we hear that 

when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, he was greeted like a king. In Jesus’ day, kings were greeted with great parades and 

traveled in chariots or on horses. People bowed before them to show respect. Something like that happened when Jesus 

came to Jerusalem, but Jesus was riding a humble donkey. People formed a parade, waved palm branches at him, and 

greeted him with names of great respect. Jesus knew their respect would not last, however, because he had not come as an 

earthly king. 

While in Jerusalem, Jesus celebrated a very special Jewish feast called Passover with his disciples. While at supper with 

the disciples, he told them that there would be difficult times ahead and that they would be very frightened by what would 

happen. But Jesus also told them that these things would be necessary so that sins would be forgiven. 

After the Passover meal, Jesus and his disciples went to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. There, terrible things began to 

happen, just as Jesus had said. First, Jesus was arrested. The disciples were frightened, and they ran away. Then Jesus was 

placed on trial and sentenced to death on the cross. 

Jesus was crucified and died. But that is not the end of the story. Jesus died so that our sins would be forgiven, and then 

God raised him from the dead. We will celebrate that event next week at Easter. But this week, which is called Holy 

Week, we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. 

Let us watch this longer video clip which tells us about what happen to Jesus during this Holy Week. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV0GaPlpqig   

Conclude in prayer by praying an Act of Faith or the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Above All    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7, and 8)  

Begin with Song: 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E  

To be holy means to be set apart for God’s purposes. Holy Week is the time set apart to focus on the death and 

Resurrection of Jesus. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: The last Sunday in Lent is called Palm Sunday, or Passion Sunday. At Mass on this day, we hear the events of Jesus’ 

Passion—the last three days of his life—and his death proclaimed in the Gospel readings. 

Read: Matthew 21: 1-11 (Use this reading which tells about Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem) 

Then show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbWurHq1bCQ  

Say: For six weeks, we’ve been preparing ourselves for Easter. Who remembers the name of this season of the Church 

year? (Lent) This Sunday is the last Sunday of Lent. It has a special name. It’s called Palm Sunday. First, we hear that 

when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, he was greeted like a king. In Jesus’ day, kings were greeted with great parades and 

traveled in chariots or on horses. People bowed before them to show respect. Something like that happened when Jesus 

came to Jerusalem, but Jesus was riding a humble donkey. People formed a parade, waved palm branches at him, and 

greeted him with names of great respect. Jesus knew their respect would not last, however, because he had not come as an 

earthly king. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbWurHq1bCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV0GaPlpqig
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-faith.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbWurHq1bCQ


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While in Jerusalem, Jesus celebrated a very special Jewish feast called Passover with his disciples. While at supper with 

the disciples, he told them that there would be difficult times ahead and that they would be very frightened by what 

would happen. But Jesus also told them that these things would be necessary so that sins would be forgiven. 

After the Passover meal, Jesus and his disciples went to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. There, terrible things began 

to happen, just as Jesus had said. First, Jesus was arrested. The disciples were frightened, and they ran away. Then Jesus 

was placed on trial and sentenced to death on the cross. 

Jesus was crucified and died. But that is not the end of the story. Jesus died so that our sins would be forgiven, and then 

God raised him from the dead. We will celebrate that event next week at Easter. But this week, which is called Holy 

Week, we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. 

Let us watch this longer video clip which tells us about what happen to Jesus during this Holy Week. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV0GaPlpqig   

Conclude in prayer by praying an Act of Faith or the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Above All   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA  

 

 

 

  

 

 

April 12, 2020  - Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  

Begin with Song: Alleluia, Jesus is Alive https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ  

Although the disciples are slow to recognize the significance of Jesus’ empty tomb, they come to realize that Christ is still 

with them. Help younger children understand that we feel joy at Easter because Jesus has given us the gift of salvation and 

the peace that comes in knowing we can be saved. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: What is today? (Easter Sunday)  

Say: Yes, today we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection!  

Ask: What is Jesus’ Resurrection? (when God raised Jesus from the dead on the third day after he died on the Cross)  

Say: We rejoice because through his Death, Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven, Jesus brings us the gift of salvation. 

In today’s Gospel, we’ll hear what happened when Jesus’ disciples went to his tomb three days after he died. 

Read today’s Gospel, John 20:1–9. Then show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AunmXJc_ob4  

Say: When Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb, she saw that the stone had been removed. She ran to get Peter and the 

beloved disciple.  

Ask: Did they find Jesus in the tomb? (No.) What did they find? (Jesus’ burial clothes and the cloth that covered his head 

rolled up in a different place). How do you think they might have felt? (Accept all reasonable answers, including confused 

and upset.) 

Say: The disciples did not yet understand that Jesus had risen from the dead and left the tomb. In the days ahead, they will 

see the risen Christ, and he will give them the gift of peace. We can be peaceful knowing that Jesus has saved us from sin 

and is with us always. 

Conclude in prayer together by praying today’s psalm, Psalm 118: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad.” 

Conclude by listening Christ The Lord Is Risen Today   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-SOTGxYcwA   

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GV0GaPlpqig
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-faith.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7EPZV56PuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AunmXJc_ob4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-SOTGxYcwA


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song: Alleluia, Jesus is Alive https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ  

During Lent we invited our young people to reflect on the Paschal Mystery by their Lenten sacrifices of almsgiving, 

prayer, and fasting. Now we invite them to reflect on Jesus' Resurrection and the gift of eternal life that he gives to us. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Tell your children about a subject in school that you had a hard time understanding. 

Invite them to share examples of subjects that they have difficulty with. Then ask them to give specific examples of a 

concept that they have difficulty grasping (e.g., how the stock market works). 

Explain that all of us have difficulty understanding certain things. 

 Say: We sometimes have a hard time understanding things that happen in life. For example, we don't understand why a 

relationship ends, why someone gets sick, or why someone chooses a particular person as his or her friend. In the Gospel 

for Easter Sunday, we encounter several people who had a hard time understanding what was happening in their lives. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud John 20:1-9. Then show this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AunmXJc_ob4  

Say: Mary of Magdala found something unusual when she visited Jesus' tomb. What did she find? (The stone had been 

removed.) What did Mary do next? (She ran to tell Simon Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved.) 

Ask: If you were Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, or the beloved disciple, what would you have thought when you found 

the stone removed and Jesus' tomb empty? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

 Say: The Gospel for Easter Sunday tells us that Mary of Magdala thought that someone had taken Jesus' body. The 

disciples did not yet understand that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 

Say: During Lent we prepared ourselves to remember and celebrate Jesus' death and Resurrection. During the season of 

Easter, the Church asks us to reflect on Jesus' Resurrection and what it means for us as his disciples today. We can spend 

time during the Easter season thinking about Jesus' Resurrection and the gift of eternal life that he gives to us. 

Conclude in prayer by praying an Act of Faith or the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-SOTGxYcwA   

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7, and 8) 

Begin with Song: Alleluia, Jesus is Alive https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ  

During Lent we invited our young people to reflect on the Paschal Mystery by their Lenten sacrifices of almsgiving, 

prayer, and fasting. Now we invite them to reflect on Jesus' Resurrection and the gift of eternal life that he gives to us. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Tell your children about a subject in school that you had a hard time understanding. 

Invite them to share examples of subjects that they have difficulty with. Then ask them to give specific examples of a 

concept that they have difficulty grasping (e.g., how the stock market works). 

Explain that all of us have difficulty understanding certain things. 

 Say: We sometimes have a hard time understanding things that happen in life. For example, we don't understand why a 

relationship ends, why someone gets sick, or why someone chooses a particular person as his or her friend. In the Gospel 

for Easter Sunday, we encounter several people who had a hard time understanding what was happening in their lives. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AunmXJc_ob4
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-faith.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-SOTGxYcwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invite one of your children to read today's Gospel, John 20:1-9. Then show this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AunmXJc_ob4  

Say: Mary of Magdala found something unusual when she visited Jesus' tomb. What did she find? (The stone had been 

removed.) What did Mary do next? (She ran to tell Simon Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved.) 

Ask: If you were Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, or the Beloved Disciple, what would you have thought when you found 

the stone removed and Jesus' tomb empty? (Accept all reasonable answers.)  

Say: Today's Gospel tells us that Mary of Magdala thought that someone had taken Jesus' body. The disciples did not yet 

understand that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud John 20:1-9. Then show this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AunmXJc_ob4  

Say: Mary of Magdala found something unusual when she visited Jesus' tomb. What did she find? (The stone had been 

removed.) What did Mary do next? (She ran to tell Simon Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved.) 

Ask: If you were Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, or the beloved disciple, what would you have thought when you found 

the stone removed and Jesus' tomb empty? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

 Say: The Gospel for Easter Sunday tells us that Mary of Magdala thought that someone had taken Jesus' body. The 

disciples did not yet understand that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 

Say: During Lent we prepared ourselves to remember and celebrate Jesus' death and Resurrection. During the season of 

Easter, the Church asks us to reflect on Jesus' Resurrection and what it means for us as his disciples today. We can spend 

time during the Easter season thinking about Jesus' Resurrection and the gift of eternal life that he gives to us. 

Conclude in prayer by praying an Act of Faith or the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-SOTGxYcwA   
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