Fourth Sunday of Easter – Year A (Good Shepherded Sunday: (St. Jude parish) 
“The Voice of the Good Shepherd: Called to Life in Abundance”
The liturgy of this Fourth Sunday of Easter invites us into one of the loveliest and profound images of Christ, in all of Scripture, namely that of the Good Shepherd. No one can read Chapter Ten of John’s Gospel without being moved. Across the readings—from Acts to the Gospel—we are drawn into a vision of Christ who not only leads but lays down His life for His flock. This is not a distant or abstract image; it is deeply personal, deeply theological, and deeply practical for our lives.
1. The Shepherd in Salvation History: Good and Bad Shepherds: Throughout the Old Testament, the image of the shepherd was used for kings, leaders, and even religious authorities. God entrusted His people to shepherds—but many failed. The prophets, especially Ezekiel and Jeremiah, speak strongly against bad shepherds, those who exploited the flock, neglected the weak, and scattered the sheep. These shepherds led for personal gain rather than for the good of the people. In contrast, God Himself promises: “I myself will shepherd my sheep.” This divine promise finds its fulfillment in Jesus.
In the New Testament, Jesus reveals Himself not merely as another shepherd, but as the Shepherd—the one who embodies perfectly what all others failed to be.
2. Why Jesus Calls Himself the Good Shepherd (John 10:1–10): When Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd,” He is making a bold and deeply theological claim: He knows His sheep personally – not as a crowd, but by name. He leads, not drives – His authority is rooted in love, not fear. He protects – He stands between the sheep in danger. He gives life – not mere survival, but abundant life. Most importantly, Jesus contrasts Himself with thieves and hired hands. The hired hand runs away when danger comes; the Good Shepherd stays—even at the cost of His life. This is fulfilled on the Cross. Jesus is the Good Shepherd because He does not abandon the flock—He becomes the Lamb sacrificed for the flock.
3. Psalm 23: The Heart of the Shepherd: Psalm 23 is not just poetic—it is experiential. It reveals the inner life of one who trusts the Shepherd: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want” – God provides completely.  “He leads me beside still waters” – God restores and gives peace. “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death” – God is present in suffering, not absent from it. Jesus fulfills Psalm 23 not symbolically, but concretely. He leads us through suffering, through sin, and even through death—into life.
4. The Shepherd Who Suffers (1 Peter 2:20–25): St. Peter deepens this image: the Good Shepherd is also the Suffering Servant. “By His wounds you have been healed.” “You had gone astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.” Jesus shepherds not from a distance, but from within human suffering. He knows rejection, pain, and sacrifice. This makes His guidance trustworthy—He leads us along paths He Himself has walked.
5. How Jesus Was the Good Shepherd: Jesus lived the reality of the Good Shepherd in concrete ways: He sought out the lost (the sinner, the outcast, the forgotten).He fed the hunger, not only physically, but spiritually. He taught with authority and compassion. He forgave generously. He laid down His life freely on the Cross. His shepherding was not theoretical—it was sacrificial, relational, and life-giving. 
6. How We Are Called to Be Good Shepherds: The image of the Good Shepherd is not only about Jesus—it is also about us.Each of us, in different ways, is entrusted with others:
Parents with their children Priests with their parishioners. Teachers with their students. Leaders with their communities. To be a good shepherd today means: To care, not control. To serve, not dominate. To accompany, not abandon, To listen deeply—because the shepherd must recognize the voice of the sheep as well. To sacrifice—true love always costs something. We become good shepherds when we reflect the heart of Christ.
7. The Call to Respond (Acts 2:14, 36–41) In Acts, Peter proclaims Christ boldly, and the people ask: “What are we to do?” The answer is clear: Repent, Be baptized, Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, To follow the Good Shepherd is not passive—it requires a response, a turning, a commitment.
The Good Shepherd is not a distant figure. He is present, calling, guiding, and loving each one of us. He knows our fears, our struggles, and our hopes. And He does not abandon us.
The real question is not whether the Shepherd is speaking—but whether we are listening.
Questions for Meditation
· Do I truly recognize the voice of the Good Shepherd in my life, or am I distracted by other voices?
· Where is Jesus leading me right now—and am I willing to follow?
· In what ways am I called to be a shepherd to others?
· Do I lead with love and sacrifice, or with convenience and self-interest?
· Can I say with trust: “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want”?
May we not only rejoice in the Good Shepherd but also become reflections of Him in the world. 
