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Confession

Saturday: 2:00 - 3:30PM
Also, by appointment

Daily Mass

Tuesday: 8:30AM

Thursday: 8:30AM

Friday: 8:30AM

Weekend Mass

Saturday: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM

IN THIS ISSUE

In the Beginning...

Sunday Liturgy
Reflection by Scott
Hahn

The Gospel at Home

Did You Know?

Upcoming Events

Kids' Bulletin

In the Beginning...
Martin Smith, Director of Religious Education
msmith@stjudes.net | 616-364-7488

12th
Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Just a few brief words this week!

Our Vacation Bible School is still in need of several
volunteers. Please consider donating your time and
talents. Please contact Janet if you are interested!



Readings:
Jeremiah 20:10–13
Psalm 69:8–10, 14, 17, 33–35
Romans 5:12–15
Matthew 10:26–33

LISTEN HERE

Our commitment to Christ will be put to 
the test.

We will hear whispered warnings and denunciations, as Jeremiah does
in today’s First Reading. Even so-called friends will try to trap and trip us
up.

For His sake we will bear insults and be made outcasts—even in our own
homes, we hear in today’s Psalm.

As Jeremiah tells us, we must expect that God will challenge our faith in
Him, and probe our minds and hearts, to test the depths of our love.

“Do not be afraid,” Jesus assures us three times in today’s Gospel.

Though He may permit us to suffer for our faith, our Father will never
forget or abandon us. As Jesus assures us today, everything unfolds in
His providence, under His watchful gaze—even the falling of the tiniest
sparrow to the ground. Each one of us is precious to Him.

Steadfast in this faith, we must resist the tactics of Satan. He is the
enemy who seeks the ruin of our soul in Gehenna, or hell.

We are to seek God, as the Psalmist says. Zeal for the Lord’s house, for
the heavenly kingdom of the Father, should consume us, as it consumed
Jesus (see John 2:17). As Jesus bore the insults of those who
blasphemed God, so should we (see Romans 15:3).

By the gracious gift of Himself, Jesus bore the transgressions of the
world, Paul tells us in today’s Epistle. In rising from the dead, He has
shown us that God rescues the life of the poor, that He does not spurn
His own when they are in distress. In His great mercy, He will turn
toward us, as well. He will deliver us from the power of the wicked.

That is why we proclaim His name from the housetops, as Jesus tells us.
That is why we sing praise and offer thanksgiving in every Eucharist. We
are confident in Jesus’ promise—that we who declare our faith in Him
before others will be remembered before our heavenly Father.

“26 “So have no fear
of them; for nothing is
covered that will not
be revealed, or hidden
that will not be
known. 27 What I tell
you in the dark, utter
in the light; and what
you hear whispered,
proclaim upon the
housetops. 28 And do
not fear those who kill
the body but cannot
kill the soul; rather
fear him who can
destroy both soul and
body in hell.”

MATTHEW 10:26-28

SUNDAY LITURGY REFLECTION
By Scott Hahn

Source: St. Paul Center

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jer%2020.10%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2069.8%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.14
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.17
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2069.33%E2%80%9335
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%205.12%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2010.26%E2%80%9333
https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/be-not-afraid-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-twelfth-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%202.17
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%2015.3
https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/


“29 Are not two
sparrows sold for a
penny? And not one of
them will fall to the
ground without your
Father’s will. 30 But
even the hairs of your
head are all
numbered. 31 Fear
not, therefore; you are
of more value than
many sparrows. 32 So
every one who
acknowledges me
before men, I also will
acknowledge before
my Father who is in
heaven; 33 but
whoever denies me
before men, I also will
deny before my Father
who is in heaven."

MATTHEW 10:29-33

The Gospel at Home
T W E L V T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

Gospel Reading:
Matthew 10:26-33

Jesus assures the Twelve that God cares about them.

Background on the Gospel Reading
We read today’s Gospel in the context of last week’s Gospel in which Jesus sent the
twelve disciples to proclaim the kingdom of heaven. In between last week’s reading
and today’s reading, Jesus has predicted that the disciples will face difficulties in
their mission. Many people will not receive them well, even within the land of Israel.
Even family members will turn away from the disciples because of the disciples’
commitment to Jesus and the kingdom. Today’s Gospel offers the disciples
consolation against this difficult truth.

This section of Matthew’s Gospel should be read in the context of Matthew’s
intended audience, a Jewish-Christian community. The Gospel alludes to the dangers
and persecutions that this community has most likely already faced and will
continue to face. To reassure this community, Matthew recalls for them the
encouraging words of Jesus that we read today.

In this Gospel passage, Jesus might be understood as putting suffering in
perspective. The disciples of Jesus are called upon to keep their focus on God. Those
who can harm the body do not have ultimate power; God does. Still persecution and
suffering can not be avoided or prevented. But Jesus reassures his disciples that
God knows and cares about what happens to his children.

We might not face the same type of persecution, but we do experience difficulties as
we endeavor to live a Christian life. Sometimes we let the opinions of others prevent
us from doing what we know to be right. We need the reminder that what God thinks
about us is more important. We are reassured by the promise that God cares for us
and protects us.

Family Connection
It is not only individuals who need reassurance about God’s love and protection.
Communities need this reassurance as well, including the community of the family.
Children rely on the confidence of their parents for this assurance. Parents can help
the entire family’s growth in trust and confidence in God by witnessing ways in which
daily family needs are entrusted to God’s care.

As the family gathers, distribute pieces of paper to each person. Tell them to write or
draw ways in which they believe that God’s help is needed for each person and for
the family as a whole. Each slip of paper can then be collected in a basket.

Invite one member of the family to read aloud today’s Gospel, Matthew 10:26-33.
Recall together how well God knows your family and thank God for this wonderful
grace. Conclude by praying together for each of the needs identified on the slips of
paper. After each need is read, pray together, “God, we trust you because you know
us so well.” Conclude by praying the Glory Be to the Father.

This practice might become a regular part of your family’s prayer. Set the basket in a
place of prayer and encourage family members to add other needs throughout the
week. Perhaps your family can pray for these things together during a family meal.

Source: Loyola Press

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/


Did YouDid YouDid You
Know?Know?Know?

All Catholics are expected to perform some act of penance every
Friday and the US Bishops recommend abstaining from meat. Turns
out that didn’t go out with Vatican II.

You genuflect on your right knee in church, not your left. The left knee
is for people, the right knee for God. So ladies, if your good Catholic
boyfriend goes down on his right knee when he proposes, accuse him
of idolatry and storm off. Or something like that.

Four of the 35 Doctors of the Church are women. If you’re not
impressed, think about this: zero of the United States’ 43 presidents
have been women. And once you consider that the most recent Doctor
of the Church was a 19th-century nun—you know, back when most
colleges wouldn’t even admit women—it becomes harder to play that
“the Catholic Church hates women” card.

All the liturgical vestments have a meaning. That’s why the chasuble,
which symbolizes love, goes over the stole, which symbolizes
authority. “Over all these, put on love.”

All the Church requires of you is .65% of your life. Do the math: if you
go to Mass every time you have to, that comes out to about 57 hours a
year in the US. So all you give God is .65%? You can do better than
that.

No modern scientist has been able to explain how the image on the
Shroud of Turin was made. Say what you like about the dubious carbon
dating. How are you going to tell me that’s a 14th-century forgery
when you can’t replicate it with all your 21st-century technology?

Luther didn’t reject the Deuterocanon until an opponent of his proved
that purgatory is Biblical using a Deuterocanonical book. After that, he
started throwing books out left, right, and center. He tried to toss
Hebrews, James, Jude, and Revelation, too, but his followers weren’t
having it.

At least 3 popes have been heretics. Not one of them proclaimed
heresy from the see of Peter. How’s that for infallibility?

Source: PiercedHands.com

Catholic
Fun Facts!

https://www.piercedhands.com/catholic-fun-facts/


Saturday, June 24:
4:00pm - Mass

Sunday, June 25: 
8:30am - Mass
10:30am - Mass

Tuesday, June 27: 
7:00pm - Men of Emmaus in the Millennium Conference Room.

Wednesday, June 28:
8:30am - Senior Men's Group in the Thaddeus Center.

"Jesus replied,
'The first is
this: ‘Hear, O
Israel! The Lord
our God is Lord
alone! You shall
love the Lord
your God with
all your heart,
with all your
soul, with all
your mind, and
with all your
strength.'"

MARK 12:29-30

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Confession

Saturday: 2:00 - 3:30PM
Also, by appointment

Daily Mass

Tuesday: 8:30AM

Thursday: 8:30AM

Friday: 8:30AM

Weekend Mass

Saturday: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM

Opportunities to Grow in Faith






