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Saturday: 2:00 - 3:30PM
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Friday: 8:30AM

Weekend Mass
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Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM
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Ascension
of the Lord

 The

In the Gospel reading for The Ascension, we read of the Great
Commission. Jesus commands the Apostles to make disciples of all
nations. Through our baptism, we receive the same commission.

The idea can seem daunting. How can I go out and make disciples of
all nations? The answer is a lot simpler than we may realize. It starts
at home and in our everyday lives. We can be witnesses of the
Catholic faith through our actions. Quite often, actions convince
more than words. 

A great way to help make disciples of all nations is by helping to
plant seeds in the lives of our youth. At St. Jude, we are looking for
volunteers to help out with Children's Liturgy of the Word ("Sunday
School" at the Sunday 10:30am Mass), we'll need a 3rd grade
catechist in the Fall and, more urgently, we need several volunteers
to help out with Vacation Bible School which will be in July. 

If you're signing up a child, you can receive a 50% discount off their
registration fee if you volunteer for the entire program. Please
register today!

https://stjudes.net/vbs/

https://stjudes.net/vbs/


Readings:
Acts 1:1–11
Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9
Ephesians 1:17–23
Matthew 28:16–20

LISTEN HERE

In today’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke gives the
surprising news that there is more of the story to be told. The story did
not end with the empty tomb, or with Jesus’ appearances to the
Apostles over the course of forty days. Jesus’ saving work will have a
liturgical consummation. He is the great high priest, and He has still to
ascend to the heavenly Jerusalem, there to celebrate the feast in the
true Holy of Holies.
     The truth of this feast shines forth from the Letter to the Hebrews,
where we read of the great high priest’s passing through the heavens,
the sinless intercessor’s sacrifice on our behalf (see Hebrews 4:14–15).
     Indeed, His intercession will lead to the Holy Spirit’s descent in fire
upon the Church. Luke spells out that promise in the First Reading for
the feast of the Ascension: “in a few days you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). The Ascension is the preliminary feast that directs
the Church’s attention forward to Pentecost. On that day, salvation will
be complete; for salvation is not simply expiation for sins (that would be
wonder enough), but it is something even greater than that. Expiation is
itself a necessary precondition of our adoption as God’s children. To live
that divine life we must receive the Holy Spirit. To receive the Holy Spirit
we must be purified through Baptism.
     The Responsorial Psalm presents the Ascension in terms familiar from
the worship of the Jerusalem Temple in the days of King Solomon: “God
mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord”
(Psalm 47). The priest-king takes his place at the head of the people,
ruling over the nations, establishing peace.
     The Epistle strikes a distinctively Paschal note. In the early Church, as
today, Easter was the normal time for the baptism of adult converts. The
sacrament was often called “illumination” or “enlightenment” because
of the light that came with God’s saving grace (see, for example,
Hebrews 10:32). Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Ephesians, speaks in
terms of glory that leads to greater glories still, as Ascension leads to
Pentecost: “May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened,” he writes, as he
looks to the divinization of the believers. Their “hope” is “his inheritance
among the holy ones,” the saints who have been adopted into God’s
family and now rule with Him at the Father’s right hand.
     This is the “good news” the Apostles are commissioned to spread—to
the whole world, to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem—at the
Ascension. It’s the good news we must spread today.

“Now the eleven
disciples went to
Galilee, to the
mountain to which
Jesus had directed
them. 17 And when
they saw him they
worshiped him; but
some doubted. 18 And
Jesus came and said
to them, “All
authority in heaven
and on earth has been
given to me. 

MATTHEW 28:16-18

SUNDAY LITURGY REFLECTION
By Scott Hahn

Source: St. Paul Center

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Acts%201.1%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2047.2%E2%80%933
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2047.6%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2047.8%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Eph%201.17%E2%80%9323
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2028.16%E2%80%9320
https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/the-good-news-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-ascension-of-the-lord-3/
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Heb%204.14%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Acts%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Heb%2010.32
https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/


“Go therefore and
make disciples of all
nations, baptizing
them in the name of
the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all
that I have
commanded you; and
lo, I am with you
always, to the close of
the age.”

MATTHEW 28:19-20

The Gospel at Home
T H E  A S C E N S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D

Gospel Reading: 
Matthew 28:16-20

Jesus charges his disciples to make disciples of all nations and promises to be with
them forever.

Background on the Gospel Reading
Today’s Gospel is taken from the conclusion of the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew’s
Gospel quickly moves from the disciples’ discovery of Jesus’ empty tomb, to Jesus’
appearance to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, to the commission that Jesus
gives his disciples in today’s Gospel.

The Final Commission, as this Gospel is sometimes called, is given on the
mountaintop. Throughout Scripture, the most important events happen on the
mountaintop, and Matthew has used this motif throughout his Gospel. Earlier in
Matthew’s Gospel, Peter, James, and John had seen Jesus transfigured on the
mountaintop (Matthew 17:1-8). Also in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught the
crowds from the mountaintop in what we now call the Sermon on the Mount.

Here we are told that the eleven disciples go the mountaintop in Galilee, as Jesus
had instructed through Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (cf. Matthew 28:9-10).
They see Jesus, and both worship and doubt at the same time. Jesus approaches
them and commissions them to baptize and teach, "to make disciples of all nations."
It is a task which Jesus had previously prepared his disciples for; recall that Jesus
had sent the twelve apostles to preach the Kingdom of God and to heal (cf. Matthew
10:1-15). However, earlier the Twelve were sent only to the House of Israel; in this
Final Commission, the eleven are told to go to "all nations." The mission of Jesus is
now to be taken to all people; the task now is to baptize and to teach.

Jesus commissions his disciples to baptize in the name of the Trinity, one of the
clearest attestations found in Scripture for baptism in the name of the Trinity. In the
Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters of Paul, baptism is more frequently offered
"in the name of Jesus."

The ending of Matthew’s Gospel can be understood as the beginning of the Church.
Jesus commissions his disciples to continue to teach in his name and to bring others
into the community of disciples through baptism. The Gospel ends, as it had begun,
with the promise that Jesus will continue to be Emmanuel, "God with us" (cf.
Matthew 1:23), for all eternity.

Family Connection
Just as Jesus sent his disciples to make disciples, our family, the domestic Church, is
called to bear witness to the life of discipleship. That act of witnessing can take many
forms. First and foremost our family should call people to discipleship by the
example of our love for one another. That example is only the beginning; our love
must extend beyond the family, reaching out to others and to the world.
     Together with your family, identify one or more ways in which your family lives the
life of Christian discipleship. Thank God for the blessing of the opportunity to be
able to show God’s love. Then read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 28:16-20.
Discuss what Jesus sends his disciples to do. Work together to identify one or more
ways in which your family would like to do a better job bearing witness to the life of
discipleship. Choose one of those ways and work together to make it happen. Pray as
a family for the grace to be witnesses to the world of the life of discipleship. Pray
together the Lord’s Prayer.

Source: Loyola Press

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/


Did YouDid YouDid You
Know?Know?Know?

Source:
Aleteia

Ascension vs.
Assumption:
What is the
difference?

The words "ascension"
and "assumption" may
appear to describe
similar actions, but
there is a major
difference between
the two.In the Catholic Church there are two feasts, one called the “Ascension of

Jesus” and the other called the “Assumption of the Virgin Mary.” While
both these words indicate going up into heaven, in reality there exists a
major difference.

Ascension of Jesus
The Catholic Encyclopedia gives a succinct definition of this first event:
"The elevation of Christ into heaven by His own power in presence of His
disciples the fortieth day after His Resurrection." The key phrase in this
definition is “by His own power.”

Jesus is God, and that means when he returned to Heaven, he did so
through his own abilities and not by any outside force. He was the cause of
his ascension, proving again that he is God.

Assumption of the Virgin Mary
On the other hand, the assumption of the Virgin Mary is quite different.
She was taken up to Heaven by God’s power and not her own. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church gives a brief description.

“Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin,
when the course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and
soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things,
so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of
lords and conqueror of sin and death.” The Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin is a singular participation in her Son’s Resurrection and an
anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians. (CCC 966)

She was not the being that raised herself to Heaven. God Himself raised
her to be with Him. It is an important difference, as it recognizes the nature
of each individual: Jesus is God and Mary is not.

https://aleteia.org/2021/05/13/ascension-vs-assumption-what-is-the-difference/


Saturday, May 20:
4:00pm - Mass

Sunday, May 21: 
8:30am - Mass
10:30am - Mass

Monday, May 22:
7:30pm - Bible Study on the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary in the
Kelly Conference Room.

Tuesday, May 23: 
7:00pm - Men of Emmaus in the Millennium Conference Room.

Wednesday, May 24:
8:30am - Senior Men's Group in the Thaddeus Center.

"Jesus replied,
'The first is
this: ‘Hear, O
Israel! The Lord
our God is Lord
alone! You shall
love the Lord
your God with
all your heart,
with all your
soul, with all
your mind, and
with all your
strength.'"

MARK 12:29-30

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Confession

Saturday: 2:00 - 3:30PM
Also, by appointment

Daily Mass

Tuesday: 8:30AM

Thursday: 8:30AM

Friday: 8:30AM

Weekend Mass

Saturday: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM

Opportunities to Grow in Faith






