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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

Once again we are  

including the link to  

Bishop Barron’s DVD  

Episode 6 from the  

Catholicism Series:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G

Z9AIMIz-Jo 

or just Google “Catholicism Episode 

6 on YouTube”  and the link should 

pop up for you. The study guide for 

the Episode 6 in found at the end of 

the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are two links from Bishop 

Barron to view regarding All Saints 

Day and Halloween: 

What Bishop Barron has to say 

about All Saints Day:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K

6qCBNHCZkc   

and on the Origins of Halloween: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i

Wys4k4Eca4  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

Parent Volunteers  

are Needed NOW 

We continue to look for  

volunteers to help us out with 

Children’s Liturgy of the  

Word during the 10:30 am 

Mass on Sunday mornings.  

Volunteers work only one Sunday morning during the month. Our need is 

urgent - we have openings NOW for additional volunteers!  Contact Janet 

DeBoe to schedule a time to meet with her or for more information. Use her 

email address:  jdeboe@stjudes.net  

Attention parents and present or retired teachers who may be interested in 

becoming a volunteer teacher on Sunday evenings -  visit a classroom on any 

Sunday evening in order to observe one of our current volunteer teachers. We 

are hoping to have a workshop after Christmas to prepare future potential 

teachers for classes next fall.  Please phone Clem at (616) 363-6897 or use his 

email address at cschwartz@stjudes.net  to let him know when you want to 

schedule a visit for any Sunday evening.    

Confirmation Meeting  - Sunday November 3
 
 

This Sunday during  

the classes, eighth  

graders will be meeting 

in the Brophy Center  

for class with parents or  

sponsors. This meeting  

includes our ASA candidates and their parents or sponsors, too. 

It is time to turn in all the paperwork from the September meeting and get 

started on the Saints papers.  

Christmas Choir Practice begins November 10 

This year Mary Alice will be meeting with children  

grades 1-3 at 5:15 pm – that is 15 minutes before  

classes begin at 5:30 pm on November 10. She will be 

preparing our children for singing Christmas songs at  

our Christmas Program in December.  

These children will be meeting in the lower church  

level for practice.  

If you have older children, they can wait in the Brophy 

Center until their classes begin.  

  

Table of Contents 
Living  the Word          2 

Gospel Summaries         3      

Vatican News                 6            

Parish Calendar              7               

55+ Events                     8               

Weekly Lesson Plans    9 

 CIC Schedule              11 

 

 

mailto:mboruta@stjudes.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZ9AIMIz-Jo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZ9AIMIz-Jo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6qCBNHCZkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6qCBNHCZkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWys4k4Eca4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWys4k4Eca4
mailto:cschwartz@stjudes.net
mailto:jdeboe@stjudes.net
mailto:Cschwartz@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Barron's Homily for the Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

In Luke’s Gospel we read the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus, as chief tax collector, was  

considered a very bad man in first century Israel, but Christ greets him with love. It is the love of God  

that causes everything to be, and comes before everything we do. God does not love us because we do 

 good; we do good because God loves us. 

 https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-love-of-predilection/1015/  

 

November 3, 2019  - Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our focus this week will be about a man Jesus sought out 

Read: Wisdom 11:22-12:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-22; Luke 19:1-10 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Lord Jesus Christ, in your holy face we see the face of God. Help us to keep our eyes always on 

you, so that in everything we do, we may be pleasing to you. May we love you and follow you all the way to God’s 

Kingdom, where you live and resign with God the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. 

Amen.  

Gospel Prepare for Word       (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to prepare to hear the readings.  

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

Which spiritual work of mercy stands out as the most difficult to you? Why? 

Is there someone or some people in your life who need lots of mercy like the girl in the story? What can you do about it? 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

Today we are called to understand and imitate the mercy of the Lord. Once there was a teenager who disobeyed her 

mother and was sent to her room. She was completely unwilling to apologize. Her father came in to discipline her (so she 

thought) ,but to her great surprise he instead took a deck of cards out of his pocket and asked, “So you want to play and 

talk about things?” The girl was so moved by her father’s gentle mercy that she immediately decided to apologize to her 

mother and restore peace in the house. As we see in the readings,  mercy like this is exactly the kind God shows to us. If 

you have any image in your head of an angry bearded man waiting to drop a lighting bold on you, that just isn’t so! Rather 

God loves us more than we will ever deserve. He would move mountains to be close to us. 

Act on the Word  

We often hear of the corporal works of mercy, but have you ever heard of the spiritual works of mercy? They are 

counseling the doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admonishing the sinner, comforting the sorrowful, forgiving injuries, 

bearing wrongs patiently, and praying for the living and the dead. We can show others the mercy of God shoes us. 

Challenge yourself by picking the one that stands out to you as the hardest and think about ways you can practice that 

work of mercy this week. Make sticky notes and put them on your wall so you don’t forget.  

The Living Word   2018-2019 Copyrighted  2018 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights 

reserved. Witten by Jennifer Farrell. Used with permission. NABRE copyrighted 2010 CCD. 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-love-of-predilection/1015/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 3 - Thirty-First 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/31st-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-

connection 

 

In Jesus' day, tax collectors were not popular 

people. They were collaborators with the 

Romans and were despised by many Jewish 

people. The tax system allowed them to 

charge more than what was required so that 

they could make a profit for themselves.  

Thus, they were considered sinners by their 

countrymen. Observers in the crowd that day 

grumble because Jesus dines with a sinner.  

Throughout Scripture, Jesus' choice of dinner 

companions set him apart from other 

observant Jews of his time. In first century 

Jewish culture, to dine together was to show 

a bond of fellowship and peace among those 

at the table.  

Observant Jews did not generally dine with 

foreigners and sinners. Yet, Jesus chooses to 

honor the tax collector, Zacchaeus, by 

staying at his house. 

Even before Jesus comes to his home, 

Zacchaeus shows himself to be someone in 

search of salvation. Zacchaeus, described as 

short in stature, climbs a tree in order to see 

Jesus.  

We know from Luke's description that 

Zacchaeus was no ordinary tax collector; he 

was, in fact, the chief tax collector and a 

person of some wealth.  

In his search for salvation, he humbled 

himself by making a spectacle of himself by 

climbing a tree.  Jesus recognizes the faith of 

this tax collector exhibited in his search for 

salvation and calls him down from the tree.  

In the hospitality he extends to Jesus and in 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings: 

Luke 19:1-10      http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/110319.cfm 

Jesus stays at the house of Zacchaeus, the tax collector.  

No matter how it started, Zacchaeus got the word that Jesus was coming 

through and he made ready on his own terms. Zacchaeus planned to see 

without being seen. Something must have been going on inside of him 

that was not quite clear — certainly not clear enough to put on public 

display. But some interior movement was churning inside him and he 

knew it could change everything. 

So, without having any clue of the symbolism of his action, he climbed up 

a tree to see what Jesus' salvation was all about. 

Zacchaeus surely didn't expect Jesus to look up just as he passed under 

his perch, but that's what happened. Funny how these things evolve: 

There's a man up a tree, a prophet glances his way, then lo and behold, the 

shifty onlooker becomes the honorable host whose résumé reveals some 

surprises. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

In today's Gospel, we see Jesus as a guest in the house of Zacchaeus. 

Talk about the various ways in which your family prepares when guests 

are expected in your home. Then read today's Gospel, Luke 19:1-10. 

Observe that Zacchaeus had not prepared to be Jesus' host that day. And 

yet, he welcomed Jesus better than anyone else because of his change of 

heart. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Discuss how your family might receive Jesus in your home and how you 

receive Jesus in the guests that you make welcome in your home. Pray 

together that your family will welcome guests into your home as you 

would welcome Jesus. 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/31st-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection 

Did You Know… 

As Jesus and friends passed through Jericho,  

a short, petty but powerful man is shinnying  

up a tree to spy on Jesus.  

What was Zacchaeus thinking?   

There must have been advance publicity.  

Somebody spread the news that Jesus and  

his group were going through Jericho on  

their way to Jerusalem. Luke tells us that  

Jesus didn't even intend to stop there. 

 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:  
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All  

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/19
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thirty-First  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Second  Reading 

2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2 

 

Rumor Control 

 

Rumors are very hard to control. Once they are out they 

create their own truth. Even if they are not true, they 

create a suspicion that remains. It is not fair. 

 

With speedy communication, rumors can be challenged 

and falsified more quickly. But they also fly faster. And 

they can do a world of damage. 

 

In the days of St. Paul, rumors traveled more slowly, but 

so did clarifications. It was very hard to get the right 

message out. This was especially challenging for the 

nuances Paul was trying to make. 

 

For example, he believed that Jesus was coming back very 

soon, and people should behave accordingly. But Jesus 

had not yet come. Paul would have known about that. 

 

In his Second Letter to the Thessalonians, Paul tries to put 

down a rumor that Christ had come, while promoting the 

idea that he was still coming. “We ask you, brothers and 

sisters, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and our assembling with him, not to be shaken out of your 

minds suddenly, or to be alarmed either by a ‘spirit,’ or by 

an oral statement, or by a letter allegedly from us to the 

effect that the day of the Lord is at hand.” 

 

Some people will believe anything about the coming of 

Christ. We believe Paul. Christ may not have come today, 

but we live as if he will. 

Thirty-First  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First  Reading 

Wisdom 11:22—12:2 

 

Gentle Mercy 

 

When you regard a single grain of sand or a single drop of 

morning dew, it looks quite small. And it is. When God 

looks upon each of us, we look quite small. And we are. 

We feel especially small when we become aware of our 

sins. We acknowledge with some embarrassment the evil 

we have done, the people we have hurt, the lies we have 

told, and the cover-ups we have made.  

The awareness of our sin fills us with remorse and 

diminishes our stature. If our sin becomes public, we want 

to hide, to go home, and to make ourselves as small as we 

possibly can. 

We do all this as if we could hide from God. We cannot. 

God notices the tiniest grain of sand and the single drop of 

morning dew. And God notices us. God notices the tiniest 

things we do—for good or for ill. 

When we sin, when we feel small, we need not hide from 

God. We can appear before God quite openly and 

acknowledge the wrong we have done. God will forgive. 

God sees the intimacy of our lives and loves it. 

As the Book of Wisdom says, “You have mercy on all, 

because you can do all things; and you overlook people’s 

sins that they may repent.” 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year C 

© 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary 

for Mass © 2001, CCD. 
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The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

https://store.wordonfire.org/collections/dvd-blu-ray-cd/products/fulton-flannery-dvd Click to order the complete set... 

Today's price for the complete set is $64.95 

https://store.wordonfire.org/collections/dvd-blu-ray-cd/products/fulton-flannery-dvd


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Polish bishops call for John Paul II to be named 

a doctor of the Church 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/polish-

bishops-call-for-john-paul-ii-to-be-named-a-doctor-of-the-

church-80686  

 

Poznan, Poland, Oct 22, 2019 / 04:07 pm (CNA).- The 

Polish Bishops’ Conference has asked Pope Francis to 

name St. John Paul II a patron of Europe and doctor of the 

Church. 

Archbishop Stanislaw Gadecki of Poznan, president of the 

Polish Bishops Conference, sent the request to the pope on 

Oct. 22 - the feast day of John Paul II. 

“The pontificate of the Pope from Poland was filled with 

groundbreaking decisions and significant events that 

changed the face of the papacy and influenced the course of 

European and world history,” he said, according to Zenit. 

Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, former archbishop of Krakow 

and a close friend of John Paul II, supported the request 

during a conference held by the “Europa Christi” 

movement, which took place at the Cardinal Stefan 

Wyszyński University in Warsaw from Oct. 19-23. 

“Pope Wojtyla’s legacy is a rich, versatile and creative 

synthesis of multiple paths of human thinking. There is no 

doubt that it still remains, and will for a long time remain, 

an important and comprehensive cultural renewal project 

on a global scale,” Dziwisz said, according to Zenit. 

Gadecki said the pontificate of John Paul II was heavily 

influenced by his rich personality, which possessed a strong 

love for poetics, philosophy, theology, and mysticism. 

He added that John Paul II was an example of holiness and 

leadership, similar to other patron saints of Europe, like 

Saints Cyril and Methodius. He said John Paul II, who was 

pope from 1978 to 2005, experienced the fall of the Iron 

Curtain and played an important role in the unification of 

Europe. 

 

Pope Francis: Synodality brought pagans to 

'reject idolatry' 

  https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

synodality-brought-pagans-to-reject-idolatry-46986  

 

Vatican City, Oct 23, 2019 / 04:30 am (CNA).- Pope 

Francis said Wednesday that the first Christian 

evangelization of the pagans opened up “a very lively 

controversy” as the early Church discerned how to absorb 

new members from outside the people of Israel. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, “a very delicate theological, 

spiritual and discipline issue is addressed,” Pope Francis 

said Oct. 23. “That is, the relationship between faith in 

Christ and the observance of the Law of Moses.” 

“They proposed not to impose circumcision on the pagans, 

but only to ask them to reject idolatry and all its 

expressions,” Pope Francis said in his weekly catechesis in 

St. Peter’s Square. 

The pope said that the assembly of Jerusalem, as described 

in the Acts of the Apostles 15:7-21, “offers us an important 

light on how to deal with differences and seek the truth in 

love.” 

“It reminds us that the ecclesial method for conflict 

resolution is based on a dialogue made of attentive and 

patient listening and on the discernment carried out in the 

light of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit, in fact, that 

helps to overcome closures and tensions and works in 

hearts so that, in truth and in goodness, they may reach 

unity,” he said. 

“This text helps us to understand synodality,” he said, 

adding that “the presence of the Holy Spirit is precisely 

synodality.” “We ask the Lord to strengthen the desire and 

responsibility of communion in all Christians, especially 

bishops and presbyters,” the pope prayed. 

Francis said that the Acts of the Apostles describes “the 

long journey of the Word of God,” which he said must be 

“announced everywhere.”“The nature of the Church 

emerges from the Book of Acts, which is not a fortress, but 

a tent capable of widening its space and giving access to 

all,” he said. 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/polish-bishops-call-for-john-paul-ii-to-be-named-a-doctor-of-the-church-80686
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/polish-bishops-call-for-john-paul-ii-to-be-named-a-doctor-of-the-church-80686
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/polish-bishops-call-for-john-paul-ii-to-be-named-a-doctor-of-the-church-80686
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/how-cardinal-newman-saved-a-mother-and-baby-in-a-dangerous-pregnancy-85875
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/how-cardinal-newman-saved-a-mother-and-baby-in-a-dangerous-pregnancy-85875
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/how-cardinal-newman-saved-a-mother-and-baby-in-a-dangerous-pregnancy-85875
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

October 31
st
  Thursday 

* 8:30 am School Mass in the church 

November 1
st
 Friday All Saints Day 

* 8:30 am Mass in the church 

*5:00 pm FREE Soup Supper in the Brophy Center 

* 7:00 pm Mass in the church 

November 2
nd

  Saturday 

 * 3:00 pm Confessions in the church 

 * 4:00 pm Mass in the church 

November 3
rd

   Sunday 

 * 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses  

 * Children’s Liturgy of the Word and the Lord’s Lamb’s 

during the 10:30 am Mass 

 * 9:00 to 11:00 am Northview Community Church of Christ 

Sunday Services in the ASA Family Center/Gym 

 * Sunday night classes for grades 1-7 5:30 to 7:00 pm  

 * Confirmation Meeting in the Brophy Center for all 

Candidates, parents or sponsors during classes 

  

 November 4
th

  Monday                                                                                      
* 8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel                                                                               

* 6:30 to 8:00 pm Living Our Strengths Series meets in the 

Brophy Center 

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Women’s Bible Study meets in the 

Thaddeus Center 

 November 5
th

  
 
 Tuesday 

* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

* 7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus meets in the Millennium 

Conference Room 

*8:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym  

November 6
th

  Wednesday 

 * 8:00 am to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Group meets in the 

Thaddeus Center 

 * 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

 * 5:45 to 8:30 pm Choristers & Adult Choir Practice in the 

church lower level 

* 6:30 – 8:45 pm Support Group meets in the Thaddeus 

Center 

  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays  

 each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including   

 non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lesson Plans for November 3, 2019      

The Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

Begin with Song: On  Eagle’s Wings    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqLFDV0HeXU  

Teach younger children that when we do wrong, we mend relationships not only by saying, “I am sorry” but also by 

changing our behavior, just as Zacchaeus promises to do in his encounter with Jesus. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: When we break a parent’s rule at home or hurt a friend’s feelings, we need to mend the harm we caused to our 

relationship. What can we say to mend the relationship with our parent or friend? (I’m sorry.)  

Ask: If a friend hurt your feelings, said sorry, and then did the same thing again, would the relationship be 

mended? (No.) Why not? (because they haven’t changed and shown they are truly sorry) 

Say: We change our behavior to show that we are truly sorry. 

Say: In today’s Gospel, we’ll hear what happened when a man named Zacchaeus met Jesus. The people in the crowd do 

not like Zaccheaus because he has taken money from many people. Let’s learn what Jesus says to him. 

Read aloud today’s Gospel, Luke 19:1–10. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvITnOQ4Ebc 

Ask: Does Zacchaeus say he is sorry or does he promise to change his behavior? (He promises to change his behavior.) 

Say: Zacchaeus promises he will give half of everything he has to the poor and repay people four times what he took 

from them. Jesus tells Zacchaeus that he has found salvation. Zacchaeus has changed his ways and mended his 

relationship with God.  

Say: When we have sinned, we can be like Zacchaeus. We can turn back to God and promise to sin no more.  

Conclude by praying the Act of Contrition.  

Conclude by listen and singing  Glory and Praise to Our God     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRqiS6fcqw  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

Begin with Song On Eagle’s Wings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqLFDV0HeXU  

In his encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus experiences a change of heart, a conversion, and receives the gift of 

reconciliation. Children of this age are developing enough of a conscience that they, too, can experience a change of 

heart and seek the gift of reconciliation with those they have wronged. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: When someone does something wrong, how might he or she feel afterwards? What might one do to correct that 

wrong? 

Say: In today's Gospel, we hear the story of a tax collector who changed his ways after his encounter with Jesus. Let's 

listen carefully to the story. To understand what happens in this story, you need to know that in Jesus' time, tax collectors 

often cheated people by collecting more money from people than was required to pay the tax. Zacchaeus is described as a 

chief tax collector and a wealthy man, probably because he cheated many people. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqLFDV0HeXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvITnOQ4Ebc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRqiS6fcqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqLFDV0HeXU


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Ask one of your children to read Luke 19:1-10. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvITnOQ4Ebc  

Ask What did Zacchaeus have to do to see Jesus? (He climbed a tree.) When people grumbled that Jesus was staying in 

the house of a sinner, what did Zacchaeus do? (He promised to pay back, fourfold, the money he had wrongly taken from 

others.) How does Jesus respond to this promise? (He says that Zacchaeus has found salvation.) 

Ask: This story about Zacchaeus reminds me of a sacrament we celebrate in our Church. Which one? (Sacrament of 

Penance) What do we celebrate in the Sacrament of Penance?(We celebrate God's gift of forgiveness.) 

Ask: What are some of the ways in which the story of Zacchaeus is like the Sacrament of Penance. For example, 

Zacchaeus tells Jesus what he has done wrong and how he will act differently in the future; in the Sacrament of Penance, 

we too confess our sins and our desire to act differently in the future. 

To conclude the session, pray together the Act of Contrition. 

Conclude by listening and singing Glory and Praise to Our God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRqiS6fcqw  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 

Begin with Song: On Eagle’s Wings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqLFDV0HeXU  

 

Young people at this age are learning to do many new things and in doing so make many mistakes. Because of this, they 

appreciate second chances. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus gives Zacchaeus a second chance. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: How frustrating it would be to purchase a video game that never allowed you to play again if you lost the first time. 

Explain that second chances encourage us to try harder to improve upon our previous attempts. 

Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus offers another chance to someone who has done wrong. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud Luke 19:1-10. Then watch this video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvITnOQ4Ebc  

Ask: Why did people grumble about Jesus going to the house of Zacchaeus?(Zacchaeus was a tax collector.) What did 

Zacchaeus promise to do? (He promised to pay back fourfold the money he had wrongly taken from others.) Which 

sacrament offers us another chance to do the right thing? (Penance and Reconciliation) 

Explain that in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, God forgives our sins and gives us opportunities to 

improve upon our previous attempts to follow Jesus. 

Conclude by praying together the Act of Contrition. 

Conclude by listening to this song and singing Glory and Praise to Our God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

iRqiS6fcqw  

 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvITnOQ4Ebc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRqiS6fcqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqLFDV0HeXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvITnOQ4Ebc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRqiS6fcqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRqiS6fcqw


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

v 

 

 

 

 

           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

               November, 2019 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

Catholic in Recovery 

Monday,  November 4,  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm          

With Jonathan Hicks   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Catholic in Recovery seeks to serve those suffering from addictions and unhealthy attachments through the help of twelve 

step recovery, scriptural reflection, and the sacramental love and mercy provided through the Catholic Church. The goal 

of every group encounter and interaction is connection—connection with others who have struggled or still struggle from 

a similar state as well as connection to Jesus Christ, the Lord that delivers new life.  (No reservation necessary)  

Discernment: What is God Calling Me to Now? 

Wednesday,  November 6,   10:00 am - 11:30 am                Cost: $15.00  Lunch follows the program   

With Fred Johnson                                      Registration required by Thursday, October 30  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 
Through prayer and action, we attempt to determine God’s will and desire for us. Often, outside influences do not always 

make our path clear.  We will discuss these murky influences and bring some light to the process of discernment. 

Divorce Support Group 

Wednesday,  November 6,  7:30 pm - 8:45 pm             Cost is $15.00 and includes the book:  "Divorce & Beyond" 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

A ten-week series offered for all who are divorced or are in the process of becoming divorced.  Led by those who have 

gone through the process themselves, these support groups provide a pathway to personal growth. 

Technology, Distraction, and Restless Hearts: Our Roadmap to the Peace of Christ 

Wednesday,  November 6,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP  

Join us for a two-part conversation that weaves together Church teaching, psychology, scriptural insight, and current 

research to understand our world a little better and chart a path forward.  

Holy Brew: What’s Brewing in Your Life? (Nov) 

Thursday,  November 7,   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm                      Meet at Peppino’s Sports Grille  

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP              130 Ionia Avenue SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      

At Holy Brew we come together one Thursday a month over a meal and a pint to talk through various topics. Come on 

your own or bring a friend.  As Catholics, we believe our church’s tradition and teaching can guide us through this 

formative time of our life. When we share our own experiences and listen to the journeys of other young adults, we trust 

that the Holy Spirit speaks to our hearts and gives us the strength to life authentic Christian lives.  

Biblical Training Institute for Michigan Catholics 2019 

Wednesday,  November 9,  8:30 pm  -  3:00 pm                    Cost is $75.00 

With Speaker:  Pauline Viviano, PhD        Register at:  catholicinformationcenter.org/bible 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      
Dr. Viviano discusses the Old Testament—People in the Book: Ancestors; Inspired Leaders; Kings & Prophets; Israelite 

Women.   

Dr. Pauline Viviano is Professor of Theology at Loyola University in Chicago           

 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=c8087de3-11c7-480c-b2f6-5df1ee368b24
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

STUDY GUIDE  

A Body Both Suffering and Glorious: 

The Mystical Union of Christ and the Church 

by Bishop Robert Barron 

Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

CATHOLIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHURCH 

Bishop Barron states, “The church is not merely a human organization, simply a coming together 

of like-minded people, a community of purely worldly provenance and purpose. Rather, the 

church is a sacrament of Jesus and, as such, shares in the very being, life and energy of Christ” 

(Page 143 in the book). Here the word, “sacrament” is used in a boarder sense than just one of 

the seven sacraments. The Church is a sign that not only reminds us of what Jesus said and did, 

but also it brings to us today the very presence of Jesus: “his being,” – “his life and energy.”  

Bishop Barron quotes Paul by saying, “the church is the body of Jesus, an organism composed of 

interdependent cells, molecules, and organs.” Christ is the head of a mystical body made up of 

everyone across space and time who has been grafted onto him through baptism (Page 144). 

Why do you think it is important for us to see the Church as the body of Christ? How would you 

describe the Church?  

Bishop Barron again points out the uniqueness of Jesus who unlike Abraham Lincoln or 

Mahatma Gandhi asks us to have a relationship with him.  Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the 

branches (John 15:5) and “remain in me” (John 15:4).  Two New Testament passages support 

this uniqueness of Jesus: Matthew 25, “whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, 

you did for me” and Acts: Chapter 9, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” (See pages 144-

145) Can we separate Christ from the Church? Can we separate our love of God from our love of 

neighbor? If not, how does that influence our attitude and how we relate to others? 

 

EKKLESIA 

Bishop Barron next moves to describe God’s rescue operation as gathering the people of Israel to 

become pleasing to God and attractive to all the nations. The distinctiveness of Israel was, 

therefore, not against the world but precisely for the world. Jesus is none other than the 

fulfillment of Israel – the true covenant, the embodiment of the law, the authentic temple – and 

therefore he is the supreme gatherer: “when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to 

myself” (John 12:32). (See page 147) “His body the church is the instrument by which he 

continues this work up and down the centuries” (Page 147). Do you agree with this statement? If 

so, who is the church? How can you be an instrument for the work of the Church? 

Bishop Barron next defines ekklesia, the Greek word that was used for “church” in Matthew’s 

gospel, (Matthew 16:16-18) “ I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 



  

church…” This Greek word means, “to call out from.” Therefore, Bishop Barron poses three 

questions: 1) who does the calling? 2) What is one being called from? 3) And what is one being 

called into?  

1) WHO DOES THE CALLING?   

Bishop Barron concludes that the Church is not like other organizations we join. We are 

summoned by someone else, incorporated by a higher power. One might join a voluntary 

organization, but one is called into the church.  

2) WHAT IS ONE BEING CALLED FROM? 

Church people have been called from what the Bible calls “the world.” This world consists of the 

whole network of institutions, beliefs, behaviors, and practices that foster division (See pages 

148-149). St. Augustine calls it “the region of unlikeness.” It is the realm of sin that is hatred, 

racism, sexism, violence, self-absorption, and so forth. 

3) WHAT IS ONE BEING CALLED INTO?  

We are being called into the life of Christ, into God’s way of being. 

Bishop Barron talks about the Church as a ship and uses Noah’s ark as a metaphor of the church 

as a place of safety, moving through the stormy waters of sin, the place of safety into which 

sinners has been called. (See page 150)“So the church gathers in a faithful remnant and shapes 

them according to God’s mind, but then it purposely scatters them abroad like seeds on fertile 

ground.” Do you like this biblical metaphor of the church as a boat? Like the boat or ark the 

church is a place of safety. Yet are we called to leave the boat? If so, what are the dangers? If we 

don’t leave the safety of the church, are we really Catholics in the image of Peter or Paul? 

Bishop Barron goes into a detailed background of Pope John Paul II (See pages 151-154). He 

uses Pope John Paul II as an example of one who was called from “the world.” And one who 

have been called to go out and witness what he has learned from the church.  

Bishop Barron says on the DVD “Let what you have learned invade the society.” “We are not 

meant to stay behind the walls (or within the boat) we are meant to flood the world with the life 

we preserved – this in the mission or task of the church. Since we are the church it is our 

mission, too! There is an old Latin saying when translated into English says: “One cannot give 

what one does not have.” It seems to me that Bishop Barron is saying that we are prepared, 

nourished, and encouraged by the church and we need to go out and share the GOOD NEWS to 

the world. How would you put this idea into words? 

THE CHURCH AS ONE 

Bishop Barron only in the book (Page 195) reminds us that the church has been called out of the 

region of unlikeness and called by the voice of Christ. Then he goes to chapter 10 in Mark’s 

Gospel and the story of the blind man, Bartimaeus.  This blind man is called into the church 

giving him sight and enabling him to walk. “The church is that community in which we learn, 

through Christ, how to see and how to walk.” This is what the church has been called to do. “The 



  

Church is that society, that mystical body, in which people learn to see with the eyes of Christ 

and to walk the path that Christ walked.” The Acts of the Apostles uses the term “the Way” to 

describe the community of the Church? Before we go to the “marks” of the church: one, holy, 

catholic, and apostolic, how would you describe the church from your experience of living in the 

church? 

Bishop Barron states the obvious: “the church is one because its God is one.” Quoting Joseph 

Ratzinger, the present Pope Benedict XVI, Bishop Barron says that the opening line of the 

Nicene Creed (I believe in one God) “is a subversive statement because it automatically rules 

outs any rival claimant to ultimate concern. To say that one accepts only one God of Israel and 

Jesus Christ is to say that one rejects ultimately any human being, any culture, any political 

party, any artistic form, or any set of ideas (Page 156). 

On the video Bishop Barron says “the church is the vehicle by which the one God wants to draw 

all people to himself.” Bishop Barron moves the discussion to the unity by quoting John 17:20-

21.  

Once again, Bishop Barron returns to the common theme we have heard on the video or read in 

the book: “Jesus should not be construed as one religious leader among many but as the Logos of 

God, the very pattern of the divine mind, the incarnation of the reason by which the entire 

universe was fashioned. This implies whatever is true, whatever is good, and whatever in 

beautiful in nature or in human culture participates in him, reflects in him, and finally leads back 

to him. Therefore, the church of Jesus Christ can and should embrace the positives dimensions of 

whatever cultural environment surrounds it” (Page 158). How do we explain this oneness or 

unity in the church while we experience so much diversity in the church? Or to put the question 

in another way: Can there be unity without uniformity?  

Bishop Barron continues his discussion about how the church has the power of assimilation, by 

which the church takes into itself elements from the cultural environment and adapts them to its 

purpose. Bishop Barron gives examples throughout history how the church has done just that 

throughout its history (See page 158-159). The oneness of the Church is not a crushing 

totalitarian oneness. Rather it is an assimilating and living unity. And in its document on the 

church and non-Christians religions of the world, Nostra Aetatae, the Second Vatican Council 

argued that there are “rays of light,” echoes the fullness of truth, in all of the non-Christian 

religions.” Is God’s truth or revelation found in other religious, even non-Christian religions? 

How do we interpret what is being said here? How do we engage our culture without being a 

“victim” of its message?  

THE CHURCH IS HOLY 

Bishop Barron says that the church is holy because Christ is holy and church is the mystical body 

of Christ. The church is a bearer of this holiness in its authentic traditions, in its Scriptures, in its 

sacrament (especially the Eucharist), in its Liturgy, in its doctrinal teachings, in its apostolic 

governance and its saints. In all of these expressions the church is the spotless bride of Christ, the 

fountain of living water (Page 161). The purpose of the church is to make saints, to make people 

holy.  

 



  

The reality is that the church has not always been holy throughout the centuries. Bishop Barron 

cites the church’s support of the crusades, the inquisition, slavery, and most recently the sexual 

abuse of children by some priests and the covering up of that outrage by some bishops. Bishop 

Barron responds to these concerns by saying that the body of Christ is holy is not to deny for a 

moment that the body is composed of sinful people - sometimes of the highest ecclesiastical rank 

– who have done cruel, stupid, and wicked things. Bishop Barron lists several of those things 

(See page 162) Bishop Barron cites St. Augustine doing battle with the Donatists, a heresy that 

said sinful priests and bishops has forfeited the grace of their ordination and were no longer 

worthy to preside at the Liturgy and distribute the sacraments. The point was that the Donatists 

thought only sinless people could serve the holy church. The holiness of the church comes from 

Christ and therefore endures despite the weakness of those who are charge with bearing it to the 

world.  

Where do you find holiness in the Church? In members of the parish you know? 

THE CHURCH IS CATHOLIC 

In some way, the book seems to be stronger in its presentation of this mark of the Church. 

Bishop Barron does define the meaning of “catholic” in these words: “according to the whole.” 

He says that this designates both the internal integrity of the church and its universal approach. 

In the book he lists all of the gifts that Christ wants the people to have: “Scripture, Liturgy, 

theological tradition, sacraments, the Eucharist, Mary and the saints, apostolic succession, and 

papal authority” (Page 164). Here is the critical quote that I don’t recall from the video: “From 

the Catholic point of view, all of the non-Catholic Christian churches have sacrificed one or 

more of these qualities and therefore fall short of completeness of catholicity. But the church of 

Jesus Christ “subsists” in the Catholic Church, because that communion possesses full integrity; 

it operates “according to the whole” (Page 164). How do you view the possibility of other 

“churches” joining the Catholic Church? Will any Protestant Church ever be able to have the 

completeness of catholicity? 

Bishop Barron takes up the other dimension of catholicity, the evangelization of all peoples. 

On the video he says: “The church is universal. It is the means by which God wants to gather the 

whole world to himself. The church is the new Israel, the magnet to all the nations.”  He begins 

with Pentecost and walks us through different people in the church’s history who have given 

witness to this universal appeal of the Catholic Church. Citing Pope John Paul II and World 

Youth Days, Bishop Barron says: “The pope “never wanted them to deny their national 

identities” (page 166). 

THE CHURCH IS APOSTOLIC 

This mark of the church needs the least explanation. It simply means that the church is grounded 

on the twelve apostles. It was these apostles who had a relationship with Jesus of Nazareth and 

the early Christian communities who traced their origins back to one of the apostles. From the 

successors of the apostles came apostolic authority, the passing down to those ordained today the 

capacity to govern, sanctify, or teach in the church. In regards to the hierarchy Bishop Barron 



  

says not to think of it primarily in terms of power, but to think in terms of a church ruled, 

governed, and grounded in the apostolic faith.  

Bishop Barron then tackles the question of the papal infallibility. After declaring that papal 

infallibility does not mean that the pope is all knowing, can predict the future, immune from 

making bad practical judgments, is above criticism or incapable, he states: “the concept of 

infallibility means that the pope, by a special gift of the Holy Spirit, knows who Jesus is and 

therefore is able to articulate correctly those doctrinal and moral teachings that flow from that 

knowledge” (page 169). Bishop Barron quotes John Henry Newman regarding infallibility that 

concludes that the pope is a living voice of authority that could interpret the revelation down 

through the ages. Do you think any other church would ever agree to accept this doctrine? Why 

or why not? Does this idea go against the American cultural mind-set of freedom and individual 

choice?  

Bishop Barron concludes this episode with several topics that needs more detailed explanation. 

These include the concept of the development of doctrine, how to act as a conduit of the divine 

life to the world when so many have lost any belief in a God, not alone the revelation of Jesus, 

and so that Catholic faith will be spread like a seed. 

Bishop Barron quotes Cardinal Angelo Roncalli, who became Pope John XXIII. “The church of 

Jesus Christ is not a collection of cultural objects d’art, not a stuffy institutional holdover from 

another age; it as the mosaic of San Clemente suggests, a living thing, an organism, a body. Its 

head is Jesus himself and its lifeblood is the Holy Spirit. Its purpose is to be a conduit of the 

divine life, a light to the nations, a new Eden (Page 177). How do we do this in our own lives and 

well as a member of the church? What questions do you have after viewing this overview of the 

meaning of the Catholic Church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


