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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or 

by email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

 Clem Schwartz   

We put together this news- 

letter for the families who  

have children in grades 1-8.  

However, the background  

on the Sunday readings can  

be used by our teenagers in  

high school as well as the adults who 

wish to prepare ahead of time for the 

message of the Gospel reading.  

We also include the senior events 

from St. Alphonsus Parish and the 

calendar of what’s coming up at the 

Catholic Information Center.  

The Parish Calendar is also included 

along with the coming parish events.  

Each week we include a radio homily 

from Bishop Barron from the word on 

fire achieves most of time covering 

the Gospel.  

For parents who have children in 

grades 1-8 Lesson Plans are also 

included for grade 1-3, 4-6 and 7 & 8.  

No one is expected to read the entire 

newsletter each week. Read what 

helps you in your situation.  

Kindly e-mail your comments and 

suggestions to cschwartz@stjudes.net 

 

 

 

Ordinary Time begins on Sunday, January 11 

Ordinary Time is not ordinary, but rather ordered. It refers to the thirty four 

weeks that are counted (as ordinal numbers) between the major feasts and 

seasons. We just finished the Advent/Christmas Season. The next major season 

will be the Lent/Easter Season which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26
 
 

in 2020. Ordinary Time comes in two periods: a brief one between Christmas 

Time and Lent, and a much longer one that extends from the Monday after 

Pentecost until the Saturday before the First Sunday of Advent. During 

Ordinary Time we hear the stories that deepen and broaden our understanding 

of what it means to be a Christian. Jesus’ parables, healings , miracles, and 

teachings fill these weeks. Since we are in Cycle A most of the time we will be 

reading this year from the Gospel of Matthew with a few weekend readings 

from the Gospel of John.  

The brief period of Ordinary Time during winter seems a liturgical breather 

between the seasons of Christmas and Lent. It is much more than this, however. 

While short in duration, this season bridges the Incarnation with the ministry, 

teaching, passion, death, and Resurrection of the Lord. Through key Gospel 

narratives we hear the stories of Jesus first miracles and teachings and we learn 

that not everyone is open to his message. These are important lessons for us as 

we consider the call of discipleship and its consequences in our lives. 

For many, the months of January and February are colder outside; the days are 

shorter and the pace of life is perhaps is bit slower. It is appropriate to take this 

winter time as a gift in which to reflect on our own encounter with Jesus, 

through reflection on the Sunday readings and prayerful consideration of our 

openness to the message of Christ.  

What is a bit unusual is that in most years the First Sunday of Ordinary Time 

never takes place. On the Sunday after the Epiphany most years we celebrate 

the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The following  

Sunday we celebrate the Second Sunday of Ordinary  

Time. Once again, the Liturgical Calendar drops  

Matthew’s Gospel for John’s Gospel about John the  

Baptist. We finish up the month of January with  

Matthew’s account to “Repent, for the kingdom of  

heaven is at hand.”  
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The month of February begins with “The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord.” Whatever there is a feast day that falls on 

a Sunday in Ordinary Time, that Sunday readings are dropped in favor of the readings from the feast day. Since only Luke 

Gospel’s has the story of The Presentation of the Lord, that weekend the Gospel reading will be from Luke’s Gospel not 

Matthew’s Gospel. The rest of the Gospels in February will come from Matthew’s Gospel.  

What happens if we need to cancel Sunday evening Faith Formation classes? 

Remember: if the driving conditions are not good, watch TV stations Channels 41, 8, and 13 for a cancellation of classes. 

We will also try to send an email to all registered families with children in grades 1-8. If other events have been cancelled 

in the parish earlier in the day, quite often classes will be cancelled that evenings 

Ready for the Weekend Celebration of Mass: Living the Word 

January 11, 2020 The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

Our focus this week is that Becoming a priest, prophet and king we put on Christ at Baptism 

Read: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts of the Apostles 10: 34-38; Matthew 3: 13-17 

Pray with the Word                  (Pray with this prayer before and after attending Mass.) 

 Prayer for this week: Prayer of St. Theresa of Avila  

Let nothing disturb you. Let nothing frighten you. All things pass. God does not change. Patience achieves everything . 

Whatever has God lacks nothing. God alone suffices. Christ has no body now on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes 

through which the compassion of Christ must look out on the world. Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing 

good. Your are the hands with which he is to bless his people.  

Gospel Prepare for Word       (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions prepare yourself to hear the readings.) 

What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? 

How do you daily live your baptismal call? 

What does it mean to be God’s beloved? 

Reflect on the Word               (After attending Mass, read this reflection.) 

In the accounts of Jesus baptism, the Spirit of God descends like a dove and a voice comes from the heavens and says, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Here we have the entire essence of Christian 

community, rooted in Trinity. We see the Father, Son, and Spirit together –equal – grounded in a genuine, relational 

love. This is what makes God, God. The love would not be the same without any of the individual players. We cannot 

experience the fullness of the love of the Father with the Son and Spirit. The same is true of any other combination of 

the three. This Trinitarian love needs to be the model par excellence of all our relationships. We make ourselves with the 

Sign of the Cross, reminding us of our true identity. We are God’s beloved sons and daughters. We belong to God. 

Perhaps we do not always treat others as beloved and chosen by God because we cannot accept that reality ourselves. 

Henri Nouwen, a Catholic priest and theologian, wrote that if we dare to believe that we are beloved, we may suddenly 

realize that our lives are very, very special . We realize that we have the responsibility to help our brothers and sisters 

know that they are also beloved  sons and daughters of God, and that we are belong together.  

Act on the Word  

Next time you enter church and sign yourself with holy water, think about your Baptism and your relationship with the 

Trinitarian God. While this is always the purpose when we sign ourselves, it can be easy to forget what we are actually 

doing. Break the routine and actually take a moment to remember what you are doing and in whose name you are 

signing yourself.   

The Living Word 2019-2020 Copyrighted 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Witten by Stacey 

Sumereau. NABRE Copyrighted 2010 CCD 
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Pope Francis: The Gospel is a call to holiness in 

concrete actions 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

the-gospel-is-a-call-to-holiness-in-concrete-actions-43021 

 

Vatican City, Jan 5, 2020 / 04:41 am (CNA).- The Gospel is 

more than a nice story – it is the concrete revelation of 

God’s plan for the world and calls people to holiness, Pope 

Francis said Sunday. 

The first chapter of the Gospel of John “tells us that the 

Gospel of Christ is not a fairy tale, a myth, an edifying story, 

no, the Gospel of Christ is the full revelation of the God’s 

plan, God’s plan for man and the world,” the pope said Jan. 

5, in his address before the Angelus. 

In Italy, the feast of Epiphany is not transferred to Sunday, 

as it is in the United States, so Pope Francis’ reflection was 

on the first chapter of St. John, which begins: “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.” 

This message of this Gospel is both “simple and grandiose,” 

he said, adding that it prompts Catholics to ask themselves: 

“what concrete project has the Lord placed in me, still 

realizing his birth among us?” 

Speaking from a window of the apostolic palace overlooking 

St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis said St. Paul answers the 

question in Ephesians 1:4. “[God] chose us in him, before 

the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish 

before him. In love...” 

“Here is the meaning of Christmas. If the Lord continues to 

come among us, if he continues to give us the gift of his 

Word, it is because each of us can respond to this call: to 

become saints in love,” the pope stated. Holiness, he said, 

means being in communion with God. And whoever accepts 

holiness as a gift of God’s grace “cannot fail to translate it 

into concrete action in everyday life, in the encounter with 

others.” 

 

US bishops declare solidarity with immigrants, 

and refugees 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-

declare-solidarity-with-immigrants-refugees-17390 

 

Washington D.C., Jan 3, 2020 / 10:43 am (CNA).- 

Anticipating its observance of National Migration Week, 

the US bishops' conference said Thursday that it stands in 

solidarity with immigrants and refugees. 

National Migration Week is observed this year from Jan. 5 

to Jan. 11, with the theme “Promoting a Church and a 

World for All.” 

“As a founding principle of our country, we have always 

welcomed immigrant and refugee populations, and through 

the social services and good works of the Church, we have 

accompanied our brothers and sisters in integrating to daily 

American life,” said Bishop Mario Dorsonville, auxiliary 

bishop of Washington and chair of the US bishops' 

Committee on Migration, on Jan. 2. 

“National Migration Week is an opportunity for the Church 

to prayerfully unite and live out the Holy Father’s vision to 

welcome immigrants and refugees into our communities 

and to provide opportunities that will help them and all 

people of good will to thrive,” he added. 

According to the USCCB, “For nearly a half-century, 

National Migration Week has been observed in the United 

States to highlight the situation of immigrants and refugees 

and unite in prayer to accompany them.” 

The conference noted that globally, more than 70 million 

people have been forcibly displaced by political instability, 

violence, and economic hardship. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-the-gospel-is-a-call-to-holiness-in-concrete-actions-43021
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-the-gospel-is-a-call-to-holiness-in-concrete-actions-43021
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-declare-solidarity-with-immigrants-refugees-17390
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishops-declare-solidarity-with-immigrants-refugees-17390
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

     Thursday,   December 19, 2019  Vol. 6  Issue 51    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 12 -  The Baptism of the 

Lord 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/baptism-of-the-lord-sunday-

connection 

 

The baptism of Jesus is attested to in the 

Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The 

account that appears in Matthew is the 

only one to include the dialogue between 

Jesus and John, however. Another 

difference in Matthew’s presentation of 

this event is the announcement made by 

the voice from heaven, which says, “This 

is my beloved son . . .” In Mark and Luke, 

this voice addresses itself to Jesus: “You 

are my beloved son . . .” 

The baptisms that John performs prefigure 

Christian Baptism. John baptizes for 

repentance from sin. In accepting this 

baptism, Jesus unites himself with all 

sinners even though he is sinless. In 

Matthew’s Gospel, John the Baptist 

distinguishes his practice of baptism from 

the Baptism that the Messiah brings: “I am 

baptizing you with water . . . He will 

baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire” 

(Matthew 3:11). 

The baptism of Jesus is another 

manifestation of Christ, another epiphany. 

Christ’s baptism inaugurates his mission. 

In an analogous way, our Baptism 

inaugurates our mission as Christians. 

This Sunday marks a transition from the 

Christmas season to Ordinary Time. In a 

way, today’s feast is the high point of the 

Christmas season. Before Jesus’ birth, 

angels announced to Mary and to Joseph 

who Jesus would be. At his birth, the 

shepherds and the Magi recognize Jesus as 

the Messiah. At his baptism, Jesus accepts 

that he is God’s son and inaugurates that 

mission. 

Read the Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:   

Matthew 2: 1-12     http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 01/0519.cfm 

The Spirit of God comes upon Jesus as he is baptized by John. 

At Jesus’ baptism, God affirms his Son’s mission for salvation. God 

announces his pleasure with Jesus and, in Matthew’s Gospel, announces 

to all that, “This is my beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17). With this 

affirmation, Jesus is able to resist the temptations described next in 

Matthew’s Gospel and to begin his public ministry. As family members, 

we can support one another in our Christian living by affirming the 

importance of each person in our eyes and in God’s. Confident that 

through our Baptism we too were made children of God, we can resist 

temptation and share in Christ’s mission.  

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

Gather as a family to read today’s Gospel, Matthew 3:13-17. Recall that 

God’s message about Jesus was meant for us, “This is my beloved Son.” 

It was also an affirmation for Jesus about his role in God’s plan. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Place each family member’s name on a slip of paper and put the names in 

a bowl. Invite each person in the family to choose another family 

member’s name and to prepare a message for that person, affirming their 

importance in God’s eyes and in your family life. Pray together that your 

family will continue to support one another in your baptismal promises to 

be disciples of Jesus and then invite each person to read aloud the 

message they prepared.   

.https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-

connection/baptism-of-the-lord-sunday-connection 

Did You Know… 

This Sunday marks a transition from  

the Christmas season to Ordinary Time.  

In a way, today’s feast is the high point  

of the Christmas season. Before Jesus’  

birth, angels announced to Mary and  

to Joseph who Jesus would be. At his  

birth, the shepherds and the Magi  

recognize Jesus as the Messiah. At his  

baptism, Jesus accepts that he is God’s  

son and inaugurates that mission. 

 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its 

publication: Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 
Training Publications. All rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most 

Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection
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January 12  -  The Baptism of the Lord 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38 

34 
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that 

God does not show favoritism 
35 

but accepts from every nation 

the one who fears him and does what is right. 
36 

You know the 

message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
37 

You 

know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—

 
38 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who 

were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

  

 

January 12  -  The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 

 

1 "Take a good look at my servant. I'm backing him 

to the hilt. He's the one I chose, and I couldn't be 

more pleased with him. I've bathed him with my 

Spirit, my life. He'll set everything right among the 

nations. 2 He won't call attention to what he does 

with loud speeches or gaudy parades. 3 He won't 

brush aside the bruised and the hurt and he won't 

disregard the small and insignificant, but he'll steadily 

and firmly set things right. 4 He won't tire out and 

quit. He won't be stopped until he's finished his work 

- to set things right on earth. Far-flung ocean islands 

wait expectantly for his teaching." The God Who 

Makes Us Alive with His Own Life 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

The Catholic Faith on Demand...thousands of movies, books, audios and 

more...     

ALL FREE WHEN YOU REGISTER & LOGIN 

Click on this Link: StJudes.Formed.org 

      You'll see this box  

All you have to do now is click on REGISTER NOW and create a login ID 

and Password   (NO Parish Code Needed)  

          If you are already registered 

          Click Here..... and enter your Login 

          ID and Password to access the site.  

Bishop Barron's Homily January 12 - The Baptism of the Lord 

 The feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a celebration of God’s great humility. In order to rescue us  

sinners, God the Son bent low and stood with us in the muck and mud of our dysfunction. This was so  

that he could draw us up to his glory. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-bending-low-of-the-son-of-god/781/  

 

 

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-bending-low-of-the-son-of-god/781/
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 Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 

363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

Sue Wuorinen,  

Evangelization & Youth 

Coordinator  

 (616) 363-6885             

Cell:  (616) 560-8107    

Email:   swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

January 8th Wednesday  

* 9:00am to !2 noon  Sr. Men's Club Mtg. in the 

Thaddeus Center 

* 8:30 am  Mass in the chapel 

*6:30 to 8:00 pm Welcome Committee Mtg. in the 

Millennium Conference Room 

*6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group Mtg. in the 

Thaddeus Center 

6:45 to 8:30 pm Adult Choir Practice in the Church lower 

level 

 

Jan. 9th Thursday 
*8:30 am ASA School Mass in the church  

*8 :00 pm Men's Basketball in the ASA gym 

 

Jan. 10th Friday 
* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

*3:30 to 7:00 pm 7th grade Students and Parents in the 

ASA Gym 

 

Jan. 11th Saturday 
* 3:30 pm Confessions 

* 4:00 pm Mass in the church 

 

January 12th Sunday 
8:00 am to 1:00 pm K of C Breakfast in the Brophy 

Center 

9:00 to 11:00 am Church of Christ Sunday Services in the 

ASA Family Center & Gym 

12:00 to 3:00 pm LAOH Mtg. in the Thaddeus Center 

5:00 to 5:30 pm Choristers Practice - church lower level 

5:30 to 7:00 pm Faith Formation Classes for grades 1-8  

 

Jan.13th Monday 
* 8:30 am Communion Service 

 

Jan. 14th Tuesday 
* 8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

*7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus Mtg. in the Millennium 

Conference Room 

8:00 pm Men's Basketball in the ASA gym 

 

Jan. 15th Wednesday 
*7:00 to 12:00 noon Men's Club Mtg. in the 

Thaddeus Center 

*8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

*11:00 am to 2:00 pm  55+ Luncheon - Brophy Center 

*6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group Mtg. in the 

Thaddeus Center 

*6:45 to 8:30 pm Adult Choir Practice  - church lower 

level 

*7:30 to 8:45 pm K of C meeting in ASA Room N-10 

 

  

  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or 

contact Sue Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or 

email swuorinen@stjudes.net 

 

 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
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 Saint Alphonsus Programs & Activities for Seniors  55 + 

 St. Alphonsus Parish at 224 Carrier NE provides  activities on Mondays and Wednesdays  

 each week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including   

 non- parishioners. 

 For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program Voicemail at  

 616-913-4419 or phone this number to obtain the Calendar of Events or  e-mail  

 vscholten18@gmail.com  

 

EVENTS SCHEDULE 

mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com
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Jesus doing? (performing miracles)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 12 -  The Baptism of the Lord 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3  

Begin with Song : Be Not Afraid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g  

Teach younger children that, through their Baptism, their sins were forgiven and they became children of God. Jesus, 

who was without sin, was baptized by John the Baptist. At Jesus’ baptism, a voice announces that Jesus is God’s  Son.  

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Reading 

Say: Today we’ll read about the time John the Baptist baptized Jesus. John’s baptism was to remind people to be sorry 

for their sins. Although Jesus did not sin, he wanted to show his people that he was united with them. 

Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 3:13–17. Then watch this video clip : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ0ow6TZMc4 

Say: When Jesus was baptized by John, God the Father showed that he was pleased. A voice announced that Jesus was 

God’s only Son. When we were baptized in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, our sins were 

forgiven, and we were made children of God. We received the grace that calls and helps us love others as Jesus loved. 

Say: We show love with our words and our actions. Together, come up with a list of actions that show love—for 

example, doing a good deed without expecting anything in return or playing with a younger sibling. 

Invite your children to share a sign of peace with one another. 

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer 

Conclude by listening to Make Me A Channel of your Peace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

 Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  

Begin with Song: Be Not Afraid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g  

In Jesus’ baptism, he is called God’s own Son. Through our Baptism in Jesus’ name, we are made children of God. As 

Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his public ministry, our Baptism marks the beginning of our mission as 

Christians. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  Prepare a prayer space and include on it a bowl with holy water and the 

Bible open to today’s Gospel. 

Say: Today the Christmas season ends. Our Scripture for today takes us beyond the childhood of Jesus to his baptism by 

John the Baptist. Let’s listen to today’s Gospel. 

Invite one of your children to read today’s Gospel, Matthew 3:13-17. Then watch this video clip : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ0ow6TZMc4 

Ask: What do you think the conversation between John the Baptist and Jesus means? (Accept all reasonable answers but 

be sure to note that Jesus, who never sinned, allowed John to baptize him even though John baptized people who were 

sinners.) Why do you think it is important that Jesus was baptized by John? (Again, accept all reasonable answers but be 

sure to note that by accepting baptism, Jesus showed himself to be united with all sinners.) What happened after Jesus’ 

baptism? (The heavens opened, the Spirit of God descended upon Jesus, and a voice from heaven spoke.) 

Say: When Jesus accepted baptism by John, God showed that he was pleased, and a voice announced that Jesus was 

God’s own Son. When we were baptized in Jesus’ name, our sins were forgiven and we received the Holy Spirit and 

were made children of God. After Jesus’ baptism, he began his public ministry. After our Baptism, we are to live the life 

of a Christian by loving God and all people as Jesus did. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ0ow6TZMc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ0ow6TZMc4
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Ask: What are some of the things that we are called to do as baptized Christians? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Conclude by praying together that we will always be faithful to our baptismal promises to be disciples of Jesus.  

Invite your children to recommit themselves to the promises made at Baptism by having each child bless himself or 

herself with the holy water.  

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Make me A Channel of your Peace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  

Begin with Song: Be not Afraid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g  

Young people at this age strive to be part of the group. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus shows that he is “part of the 

group” by entering the waters of the Jordan for a baptism of repentance from sin, even though he was sinless. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your children  to describe the types of toys their younger siblings play with. (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Say: Little children like to play on the floor with their toys. When they invite us to play with them, we usually get down 

on the floor so that we can interact with them on their level. In this Sunday’s Gospel, we learn that Jesus did something 

to show that he was interacting with us at our level. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud Matthew 3:13-17. Then watch this video clip : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ0ow6TZMc4 

Ask: Why did John the Baptist baptize people? (to grant them repentance from sin) Jesus was without sin, yet he entered 

the waters of the Jordan River to show that he is one with us. Jesus came to be with us at our level; he entered into the 

world of sin in order to transform it from within.  

As we bring the Christmas season to a close, we celebrate the fact that Jesus is one with us and that he invites us, through 

our Baptism, to share in his ministry of forgiveness of sins 

Conclude by praying together that we will always be faithful to our baptismal promises to be disciples of Jesus. 

 Invite Your children  to recommit themselves to the promises made at Baptism by having each person bless himself or 

herself with holy water.  

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

Conclude by listening to Make me A Channel of your Peace  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY  

 

  

                 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWpG7qHtB8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ0ow6TZMc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT8bybL_DqY
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           SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

             for 

               January, 2020 

Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled at the Catholic Information Center located in Cathedral Square on 

Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.  For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration 

The Only 12 Scripture Verses You’ll Need in 2020 

Monday,  January 13,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm                         

With Fr, Michael Hennessey, CSP   

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

And just like that, a new year has begun! Join Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP as we look ahead to this new year and assign a 

different verse from scripture to every month in 2020. 

Book Study:  Sensible Shoes: A Story About the Spiritual Journey 
Tuesday,  January 14,    6:30 pm - 8:00 pm          

Discussion Led by Mary Morris and Nancy D’Amico  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This book tells the moving story of four strangers as they embark together on a journey of spiritual formation. ($10 

donation per session requested.)  

Holy Brew: What’s Brewing in Your Life?   

Thursday,  January 16,    7:00 pm - 8:30 pm                       Meet at Peppino’s Sports Grille  

With Fr. Michael Hennessy, CSP              130 Ionia Avenue SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503          

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267      

At Holy Brew we come together one Thursday a month over a meal and a pint to talk through various topics. As 

Catholics, we believe our church’s tradition and teaching can guide us through this formative time of our life. When we 

share our own experiences and listen to the journeys of other young adults, we trust that the Holy Spirit speaks to our 

hearts and gives us the strength to life authentic Christian lives. Come alone or bring a friend. 

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  January 22,   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267  
This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ.  

Encore Institute: Genealogy – Recording Your Family History and Faith 

Wednesday,  January 29,  10:00 am - 11:45 am              Cost: $15 (includes lunch following the program) 

With Nan Schichtal, Grand Rapids Community College 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

In this presentation, Nan will share her research journey and will discuss: Genealogy as a gift to your family; How to get 

started; What genealogical resources you may use for free; and, What do you do with the information you find? 

Hearing God’s Word: Strategies to Develop Your Listening Skills of Preaching 

Wednesday,  February 5,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm               

With Fr. Bill Edens, CSP 
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This six-week series is designed to help participants become more conscious and thoughtful while listening to preaching, 

helping them become more intentional disciples.   Each week, participants will listen together to a recorded homily and 

reflect on how it moved them to an encounter with Christ  ($10 donation per session requested.) 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
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