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A Confirmation information meeting for 

parents only is scheduled for Sunday, 

September 24 at 5:30 pm  The Summer 

Confirmation Service Projects for all 

candidates who began the process last 

spring are due at this meeting. 

Candidates recently registered must 

complete their “Summer Service 

Project” by Thanks-giving. E-mail 

cschwartz@stjudes.net with questions 

about Confirmation. 

This week’s newsletter features a 

follow-up letter to all parents who have 

children in the Sunday evening 

program. Included is a letter detailing a 

monthly program beginning on October 

10 and offered by Mike Martin on 

Tuesday evenings prior to the Men of 

Emmaus meeting.  

Bible Study for both women and men 

has begun on Mondays and Thursdays. 

 On October 8 and October 10,  we 

begin adult education offerings on 

Sunday and Tuesday. These programs 

are FREE to all parishioners and friends 

who may wish to join you.  

From the Director of Faith Formation 

September 21, 2017  Vol. 4  Issue 38 

 

To get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you, contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

Parish of St. Jude - Office of Family Faith Formation 

1120 Four Mile Road NE 

Grand Rapids, Michigan  49525 

September 21, 2017 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to a new school year. Each year we try to make our weekly 

program for families with children in grades 1-8 better. Since not all parents 

were able to be present at the opening parent meeting, we would like to cover 

a few of the opportunities in this letter we are offering  this coming year.  

First,  we realize how busy and complicated family schedules can be with the 

many demands of family life. Still, we realize that parents need to grow in 

their appreciation and understanding of their Catholic faith. This year on 

Sunday evenings during classes beginning October 8, we will show the first of 

our classic films on key figures of the Old Testament.  

During the month of October, we begin with "Abraham." Here is the tentative 

schedule for the three part showing of this classic film. We will repeat the 

showing of the film on Monday mornings for those parents who work Sunday 

evenings. Come and watch the film starring Richard Harris and Barbara 

Hershey on the big screen in the Brophy Center. The film is 187 minutes long 

and will be shown over three sessions on the following dates and times: 

10-08-17   "Abraham Pt. 1" Sunday: 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm - Brophy Center 

10-09-17   "Abraham Pt. 1" Monday: 9:00 am to 10:00 am - Brophy Center 

10-15-17   "Abraham Pt. 2" Sunday: 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm - Brophy Center     

10-16-17   "Abraham Pt. 2" Monday: 9:00 am to 10:00 am - Brophy Center 

There will be no movie shown the week of 10-22-17  

10-29-17   "Abraham Pt. 3" Sunday: 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm - Brophy Center  

10-30-17   "Abraham Pt. 3" Sunday: 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm - Brophy Center 

Another opportunity will be offered during the month for parents to grow in 

their knowledge about the New Testament. Once a month on Tuesday evening 

from 6:00 to 7:15 pm beginning October 10 in the Millennium Conference 

Room (across from the Parish Office), Mike Martin will facilitate a study  

of key people in the New Testament. Each month  

on the second Tuesday of the month, another key  

person in the New Testament will be presented.  

Here is that monthly schedule: October 10,  

November 14, December 12, January 9, February  

6, March 6, April 10 and if needed, May 8. Just  

remember a meeting on the second Tuesday of  

each month at 6:00 pm 

On Thursday evenings beginning October 12... 
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...at 7:00 pm we will offer a six week course on the New Testament.  We will gather and read and study the textbook 

the students in grade 7 are using in their classrooms for the entire year. This will be especially helpful to the parents of 

seventh graders, but also is a way for other parents to become more familiar with a basic understanding of the New 

Testament. Since we realize that many parents work evenings, this program will also be repeated on Friday mornings 

starting on October 13 at 9:00 am immediately after the 8:30 am Mass. Come to the Mass each Friday and spend the 90 

minutes afterwards learning about the Gospels. This six week program will be directed by Clem Schwartz who has 

experience facilitating a similar program that was a very successful adult education program. The goal  is to  relax and 

learn together about the New Testament making that Gospel reading each week at Mass more meaningful in our daily 

lives. 

Sincerely,  

Clem Schwartz 

Director of Family Faith Formation 

      We are seeking additional students to attend our classes on Sundays. Our  

      average number of students in each grade is around 10. We have room to  

      teach additional students at all grade levels. You can help us by spreading  

      the word among your friends, brothers or sisters who have children and are 

      unable to receive instruction in their own home parishes. We have open  

      enrollment here at St. Jude’s Parish. All are welcome to attend our Sunday 

evenings classes. We only ask that the parent of a non-parishioner contact their pastor or DRE to inform them that their 

children will be attending our Sunday evening program. If interested, please contact Mary Ellen at the St. Jude Parish 

Office - 616-363-6897. 

RCIA sessions for Practicing Catholics  

Preparing for Adult Confirmation 

Last Sunday, our RCIA weekly sessions began at  

5:30 pm. We ask that anyone who may have not celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation when they were younger join 

the RCIA group for this weekly meeting in Room N-6 at the end of the hall in the north wing of the school building. 

Enter by Parish Office doors and go down the short set of stairs through the gym to get to the north wing of the building. 

The school doors to the north wing are not open because of security concerns.  

Bishop Walkowiak added the opportunity for Catholics who have been practicing their Catholic Faith for many years to 

celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in the spring of the year at a special ceremony at the Cathedral. If you or your 

spouse have never celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation, join the RCIA group this Sunday at 5:30 p.m. for learning 

more about the Catholic Faith.  

For adults desiring to be celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation and who are not able to be present on Sunday evenings, 

please phone Mary Ellen 363-6897 and leave a message with your name and phone number to receive a return call setting 

up a meeting to complete the paperwork and answer any questions you may have concerning the Catholic Faith. 

Also, if you know of someone who may be thinking about joining the Catholic Church, pass the word on to those friends 

or neighbors about the RCIA classes meeting at 5:30 pm in ASA Room N-6. It would be ideal if you could bring them to 

their first Sunday evening RCIA meeting and stay if you wish.  

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily for Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

The parable that Jesus tells in our Gospel for today is one of his most disturbing and confounding.  

Giving the same wage to those who worked for one hour and those who labored the whole day 

 just seems unjust. The story is meant to place a question in our minds: what exactly is divine  

justice and how does it differ from our conception of justice? 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-generous-landowner/687/  

Check out wordonfire.org for Bishop Barron’s radio message for 2017.  

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-generous-landowner/687/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Saint Alphonsus On-going Programs for Seniors 55+ 

      St. Alphonsus provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. All 

    programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including 

    non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program 

    Voicemail at 616-913-4419 or e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com Phone this  

    number to obtain the September Calendar of events. 

Monday September 25th 

Lounge Open: Games, Socializing etc. from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm  

Knitting & Crochet Club 9:30 am to 1:30 pm - Come and join a group of new and experienced yarn crafters and 

everyone in between! Share ideas, learn the basics, and enjoy some company while you work on your projects. 

Tai Chi (Continuing skill level) 11:45 am  -12:45 pm 

Ask the Expert:  11:30 am - 12:30 pm  - Each month, we’ll be bringing in an “expert” from a variety of fields. It 

could be a priest, a computer person, a monkey trainer – who knows? Open question time will follow a brief 

presentation. 

Lunch: Potluck 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm  

Team Trivia: Back to School Edition 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm   -  Join Dan Taylor as he leads the teams in fun questions 

about contemporary and nostalgic trivia. Come as you are. Team will be determine at time of play. This month is a 

back to school theme! 

Wednesday September 27
th

  

Lounge Open: Games, Socializing etc. 9:00 am to 12:00 pm  

Woodcarving   9:30 am to 11:30 am 

Tai Chi (Beginner) 9:30 – 10:30 am  

Book Club 10:30 am -11:30 am - “The Happy Bookers” will be reading and discussing The Book Jumper by 

Mechthild Glasser. This book shares the tale of an impetuous mother and daughter. Questions? Contact Char at 862-

6392. 

Lunch: Catered by Elaine Hillary 11:30 am – 12:30 pm - The City of Grand Rapids Planning Department is hosting a 

meeting to seek input on how best to support older  adults to live active and healthy lives…..Lunch will be served by 

Elaine Hillary from 11:30 to 12:30 with a goodwill donation prior to small table discussion.  

Age Friendly Listening Tour 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm  

           Upcoming Parish Activities for Everyone at Blessed Sacrament this coming week... 

       September 24
 -
 Tuesday: Eucharistic Adoration from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm in church 

       September 25
 -
 Wednesday: Knitting Group, 4:15 pm in the multi-purpose room 

       September 26
 -
 Thursday: Coffee & Doughnuts after the 8:30 am Mass - multi-purpose room     

       September 30
 - 

Monday: Bunco, 6:30 pm in the church multi-purpose room. 

Contact; Marie LaMire at mlemire@bsacrament.net for additional information or telephone the parish office at 616-

361-7339 and ask for Lori Borek  
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Home Lesson Plans for September 24, 2017     

       25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) - Young children absorb early our  

tendency to make comparisons and to value some jobs above others. Jesus teaches us that  

our worth is founded in God's great love for us, not in what or how much we do. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: Jesus told his disciples a parable about workers in the vineyard. A vineyard is where grapes are grown, and lots of 

workers are needed to work in a vineyard. Let's listen carefully to the parable that Jesus told. 

Read aloud today's Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16.  

Show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgUw5FWWG8c  

Ask: Why were the workers who were hired first grumbling at the end of the story? (They were paid the same amount as 

those who were hired at the end of the day; they thought that they deserved more because they worked longer.) What 

does Jesus say at the end of this parable? (The last will be first, and the first will be last.) 

Say: Jesus has a job for each of us to do. It might be a small job or a very large job. Some of us may grow up to be very 

famous for doing good things. Some of us will grow up to do good things for our family and neighbors. Either way, God 

will love us for doing the work that God wants us to do. 

Conclude in prayer together for the help to do God's work with love.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) - The message from our society sometimes leads us to overvalue 

success and achievement. Today's parable reminds us that while we owe everything to God, God owes us nothing. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your family to consider these questions: Is it better to be first or last? In what instances is it better to be first? Are 

there instances when it might be better to be last?   

Say: Sometimes our assumptions and judgments are far from the values of God. Sometimes our society overemphasizes 

the importance of being first or being number one. There are instances where the ordering of things might be better in 

the reverse. Today's Gospel invites us to reconsider our values and make our judgments on more than appearances. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud today's Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16. 

Ask: Do you think that the landowner acted fairly toward the workers who were hired first? Why or why not? Encourage 

discussion of this question among your children. If the consensus is that the landlord was unfair, remind the group that 

the first workers agreed to work the entire day for the usual daily wage. 

Show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgUw5FWWG8c  

Say : The mistake that the workers make is to believe that they were entitled to something more than had been 

negotiated. It is the workers who are being unfair; they are seeking to change the terms of the agreement. As the 

landowner in the parable observes, they are jealous because he is generous. They cannot be thankful for the payment 

they received and the opportunity to work at all. 

Say: Sometimes it is like this between God and us. We forget that God's love for us is given to us freely and generously. 

We have not earned it. God owes us nothing but offers his love abundantly. 

Conclude in prayer together, thanking God for all that he has given to us.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgUw5FWWG8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgUw5FWWG8c


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) - Young people at this age are sensitive to issues of fairness. No doubt 

the parable of the workers in the vineyard will strike them as a story about unfairness. Our understanding is transformed, 

however, when we recognize that the story is not about what we deserve, but about God's love and generosity. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask your family to consider these questions: Is it better to be first or last? In what instances is it better to be first? Are 

there instances when it might be better to be last?   

Say: Sometimes our assumptions and judgments are far from the values of God. Sometimes our society overemphasizes 

the importance of being first or being number one. There are instances where the ordering of things might be better in 

the reverse. Today's Gospel invites us to reconsider our values and make our judgments on more than appearances. 

Invite one of your children to read aloud today's Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16. 

Ask: Do you think that the landowner acted fairly toward the workers who were hired first? Why or why 

not? Encourage discussion of this question among the group; if the consensus is that the landlord was unfair, remind the 

group that the first workers agreed to work the entire day for the usual daily wage. 

Show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgUw5FWWG8c  

Say: The mistake that the workers make is to believe that they were entitled to something more than had been 

negotiated. It is the workers who are being unfair; they are seeking to change the terms of the agreement. As the 

landowner in the parable observes, they are jealous because he is generous. They cannot be thankful for the payment 

they received and the opportunity to work at all. 

Say: Sometimes it is like this between God and us. We forget that God's love for us is given to us freely and generously. 

We have not earned it. God owes us nothing but offers his love abundantly. 

Conclude in prayer together, thanking God for all that he has given to us.  

Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 
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September 21 Thursday 

8:30 am School Mass in the church 

7:15 to 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study, beginning with the 

Book of Genesis, All are welcome. 

September 22 Friday 

8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

September 23  Saturday                                                                                                                            

3:00 pm Confessions   4:00 pm Mass 

September 24  Sunday 

8:30 and 10:30 am Mass    

Lord’s Lambs and Children's liturgy of the Word during 

the 10:30 am Mass 

Classes 5:30 to 7:00 pm for public school children  

Confirmation meeting for Parents 5:30 pm - Brophy Ctr. 

September 25  Monday  
8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel 

 7:30- 8:45 pm Mothers of Grace in Library & Youth Rm. 

September 26
 
Tuesday 

8:30 am Mass in the chapel  

7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus -Millennium.Conf. Rm. 

September 27
 
 Wednesday 

Mass 8:30 am in the chapel 

 Sr. Men’s Club, 9:00 am to 12:00 noon - Thaddeus Ctr. 

Mtg. Room 

 6:30 – 8:45 pm Support Group - Thaddeus Ctr. Mtg. Rm. 

                                                                               7:00 to 8:45 pm Adult Choir in the church lower level            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Sue Wuorinen,  

  Evangelization & Youth  

  Coordinator   

  (616) 363-6885            

  Cell:  (616) 560-8107     

  Email to:       

  swuorinen@stjudes.net 
    

 
 

 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or contact Sue 

Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email 

swuorinen@stjudes.net  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  

(616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net 
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             SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                   for 

                   September, 2017 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center 

located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.   

For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-

registration 

"Seasons of Our Lives:  Empty Nest, Time for Letting Go"   

Tuesday, September 19,  7:00 pm-8:30pm 

With Kathleen Sullivan 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join Kathleen Sullivan as she discusses that time when parents find themselves alone after their children have moved out 

and are on their own.  There may be grief or uncertain feelings. Join the discussion and let the Word of God bring 

comfort during this time of change. $10 donation is suggested.  

"Suffering:  Good or Bad?"   

Thursday, September 21, 7:00 pm-8:30pm 

With Fr. Bill Edens CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Can suffering lead us to spiritual awareness and strength? Fr. Bill Edens, CSP will lead a discussion on the stages of 

suffering and spiritual awareness. $10 donation is suggested. 

"Catholic Inquiry Class and Update"                                                                             

Thursday, September 21, 6:30 pm-8:30pm 

With Fred Johnson, and Fr. Chuck Cuniff CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This is an eleven week program designed for those who want to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life.  This 

course is also offered to Catholics who wish to update or renew their faith. 

"Catholic Inquiry Class and Update - Mornings"                                                                             

Friday, September 22 10:00 am to 11:45 am 

With Fred Johnson, and Fr. Chuck Cuniff CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

This is an eleven week program designed for those who want to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life.  This 

course is also offered to Catholics who wish to update or renew their faith. 

"Seasons of Our Lives:  Empty Nest, Time for Letting Go"   

Tuesday, September 26,  7:00 pm-8:30pm 

With Kathleen Sullivan 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join Kathleen Sullivan as she discusses that time when parents find themselves alone after their children have moved out 

and are on their own.  There may be grief or uncertain feelings. Join the discussion and let the Word of God bring 

comfort during this time of change. $10 donation is suggested.  

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Registrations are due Friday September 22 by 4:00 pm 
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 24 

http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/25th-

sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection  

In today's Gospel, Jesus is tested by the 

Pharisees on issues such as marriage and 

divorce. Jesus also encounters a rich young 

man who is unable to accept Jesus' demand 

that he leave his possessions to follow him. 

Jesus' response to the rich young man 

sounds very much like the conclusion we 

will find in today's Gospel: the first will be 

last and the last will be first. 

On the surface, the parable of the workers 

in the vineyard appears to be an offense to 

common sense. Those who work a longer 

day ought to be paid more than those who 

work just an hour or two. When viewed in 

this way, the landowner seems unfair. That 

is because we are reading into the parable 

our own preconceived notions of how 

fairness and equality should be quantified. 

A close read shows us that the landowner 

paid on the terms that were negotiated. The 

landowner, it seems, has acted completely 

justly. The parable goes beyond that, 

however, and we come to see that the 

landowner is not simply just, he is 

exceptionally just. He is radically just. He 

has given those who labored in the field for 

a full day their due pay. But he has also 

given a full-day's wage to those who 

worked only a single hour. No one is 

cheated, but a few receive abundantly from 

the landowner just as we receive from God 

more than what is merely justifiable or due. 

God, like the landowner, is radically just 

and abundantly generous. The workers who 

complain are made to look foolish as they 

lament the fact that landowner has made all 

workers equal. Indeed, what more could 

one ask for than to be treated as an equal at 

work or anywhere else?  The parable 

reminds us that although God owes us 

nothing, he offers abundantly and equally. 

We are occasionally tempted to think that 

our own actions deserve more reward, 

more of God's abundant mercy, than the 

actions of others. But God's generosity 

cannot be quantified or partitioned into 

different amounts for different people. 

When we think that way, we are trying to 

relate to God on our terms rather than to 

accept God's radically different ways. 

 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:  

Matthew 20:1-16  http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/092417.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

In the parable of the workers in the vineyard, Jesus teaches about God's 

generous mercy.  

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

The workers in this parable sound very much like squabbling children, 

comparing what they have each been given and making complaints to 

the parent. Among children there is a tendency to equate love with gifts 

and material things. This tendency can devolve into a spirit of 

entitlement, which runs counter to the spirit of gratitude. Any effort we 

make to overcome this tendency, to keep love from being entwined with 

gifts and possessions, will enable our children to accept completely the 

love that God gives freely and generously.  

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

Observe together any tendency within your family to make comparisons. 

Are children sometimes heard saying that another child received a greater 

portion of a favorite food at dinner or dessert? Does one person complain 

that a parent spends more time with one child over another? Ask if such 

comparisons are helpful. Discuss together why such comparisons are 

made. Then read together today's Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16. Consider 

these questions: Why do the workers grumble? Is the landowner's 

assessment accurate? Unfortunately, we are sometimes like these workers 

when we make the comparisons we discussed earlier. 

Conclude in prayer together remembering that love cannot and ought not 

to be measured. Sit quietly together acknowledging God's great love for 

each person as individuals and for your family. Pray together today's 

psalm, Psalm 145, or the Lord's Prayer. 

 Taken from: http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-

year/sunday-connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection  

 

Did You Know…  

...the parable of the workers in the Vineyard 

sets forth a vision of what the early Christian 

church looked like? Jesus likened this to the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Members of the early  

Christian shared all things in common  

without regard to their status in life.  

 

Examination of Conscience... 

When have I recently felt jealous of a 
friend for something they have or an honor 
they received?  Why was I envious? 
 
Do I sometimes grumble about the  
blessings of others becoming jealous of 
them? 
 
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/092417.cfm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis: When it comes to 

Evangelization, don't be stuck in your ways 

 http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-when-

it-comes-to-evangelization-dont-be-stuck-in-your-ways-82497/  

 

Vatican City, Sep 14, 2017 / 12:00 pm (CNA/EWTN 

News).- Pope Francis met with new bishops at the end of 

their training course at the Vatican, reminding them to be 

both humble in their work and open to better ways of 

evangelizing other than just “the way it's always been.” 

“Discernment is a remedy for the immobility of 'it has 

always been so' or 'we take time,'” the Pope said Sept. 14. 

“It's a creative process that is not limited to the 

application of methods. It is an antidote against rigidity, 

because the same solutions are not good everywhere. Do 

not be imprisoned by the nostalgia of having only one 

answer to apply in all cases.” 

He continued, warning that to have an easy, one-size-fits-

all answer might soothe our performance anxiety, but it 

threatens to make our lives “dried up.”Pope Francis spoke 

in an audience with participants in the annual training 

course for new bishops held in Rome and organized by 

the Congregation of Bishops and the Congregation of 

Eastern Churches. 

He reminded them how important it is that they have 

humility, especially for the work of the Holy Spirit. 

“Remember that God was already present in your 

dioceses when you arrived and will still be there when 

you are gone,” he said. “And, in the end, we will all be 

measured not on the accounting of our works but on the 

growth of God's work in the heart of the flock that we 

keep in the name of the 'Shepherd and keeper of our souls' 

(cf. 1 Pt. 2:25).” Discernment, the Pope continued, 

requires humility and obedience. “Humility with regard to 

your own projects.”“Obedience with regard to the Gospel, 

the ultimate standard; to the Magisterium, who guards it; 

to the norms of the universal Church, which serve it; and 

to the concrete situation of people,” who are looking to 

draw from the Church what will be most fruitful to their 

salvation,” he said. 

Pope says "God's Love is shown in the  

forgiveness of our Sins"  

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-gods-

love-is-shown-in-his-forgiveness-of-our-sins-52101/  

 

Vatican City, Sep 17, 2017 / 09:30 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- On Sunday Pope Francis spoke about the limitless 

love of God, and how it leads him to forgive us time and 

time again; something we must strive to do for others, no 

matter how many times they’ve sinned against us. 

“The forgiveness of God is a sign of his overwhelming 

love for each of us; it is the love that leaves us free to 

move away, like the prodigal son, but that awaits our 

return every day; it is the enterprising love of the shepherd 

for the lost sheep; it is the tenderness that welcomes every 

sinner who knocks at his door.” 

“Heavenly Father, our father, is full and full of love and 

wants to offer it to us, but he cannot do it if we close our 

hearts to love for others,” the Pope said Sept. 17. 

Continuing, Francis pointed out how Jesus teaches us this 

in the Our Father, when he directly links the forgiveness 

we ask of God with the forgiveness we give to our brothers 

and sisters in the words: “Forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.” 

In his Angelus address Sunday Pope Francis reflected on 

the day's Gospel reading from Matthew, where St. Peter 

asks Christ: "Lord, if my brother sins against me, how 

often must I forgive? As many as seven times?" 

To Peter, seven already seems like the maximum amount 

of times we should forgive the same person, Francis said.  

But Christ's response is that we must forgive seven times 

seventy times, “that is to say always. You always have to 

forgive,” he said. Christ confirms this by telling a parable, 

the Pope continued, a parable which shows "the 

inconsistency of the one who was forgiven before and then 

refuses to forgive." Concluding, Francis turned to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, who he said "helps us to be more and 

more aware of the gratuitousness and greatness of the 

forgiveness received from God." 
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