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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to
you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish
Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by
email to mboruta@stjudes.net
From the Director of Faith Formation

Sunday evening classes will not meet this
Sunday so families may watch the Super
Bowl.
Classes resume next Sunday evening at
the regular time.
Football fan or not, we are all winners

this weekend because it is Jesus who
has paid the price for sins and have
given us hope for eternal life.
Let us be grateful for all we have and be
willing to share with others our time
and our attention.
Reminder: on Friday, February 2 we

celebrate the Presentation of the Lord.
Here is the link to Father Barron’s
homily when this feast day fell on a
Sunday back in 2003...
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/h
omily/presenting-our-gifts/571/
Be sure to check what we have coming
up this Lent featured on page 1.
Kindly direct comments or suggestions
to: cschwartz@stjudes.net
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Lent at St. Jude Parish
Each year, the Church provides us with the Lenten
Season. It is a time for us to examine our relationship
with Jesus and to work on becoming “the best person we
can be” to use Matthew Kelly’s expression. To do this
we will use Matthew Kelly’s “Best Lent Ever” program again this year. Many
of you read his book, Resisting Happiness, last year and signed up for his daily
videos and inspirational thoughts. This coming Lent you are encouraged to
sign up once again at bestlentever.com for Matthew Kelly’s program and
watch the short video presentation wherein he offers a short overview of what
to expect. Do it now, so when Ash Wednesday comes you will be receiving
your daily e-mails from Dynamic Catholic.
Aside from the daily emails from Matthew Kelly, you may
all receive this year’s book, Perfectly Yourself. Get this
FREE BOOK in church next weekend while supplies last.
Take one for yourself and pass one on to your neighbor or
a good friend. Also, pick up a “business card” with the
bestlentever.com link to sign up for those daily emails for
that friend or yourself. And, at the same time pick up the
“black book” with Lenten reflections that we have offered
for many years to all St. Jude’s Parishioners and friends.
But there is more for you this Lent than Matthew Kelly’s program. We will
provide a short video each week after the Sunday morning Masses around 9:40
am and again at 11:40 am in the Brophy Center. While Matthew Kelly works
on our “hearts” and encourages us to change (conversion), Bishop Barron will
provide us with short segments of 8 to 12 minutes from his Catholicism DVD
series to answer those questions about the Catholic Faith.
In the vestibule along with Matthew Kelly’s book and the little black books,
you will find a “question box.” Each week we will answer any questions you
may have concerning the Catholic faith. Beginning the first Sunday of Lent
after the Sunday Masses, you will have the opportunity to reflect upon what
it truly means to be a good Catholic. On the next page are the questions we
will focus on beginning the First Sunday of Lent. This is just a tentative
schedule. Depending upon the questions received in the Question Box, we
may change some of these topics. If you cannot stay for the question and
answer session after the morning Masses, at least come to view the short
video from Bishop Barron. These average about 10 minutes in length. Bring
along the kids, too!
Also, don’t forget that next weekend the Knights will be serving their monthly
breakfast. This monthly fund raiser provides money for many of the Faith
Formation programs which the Knights support such as the purchase of
Matthew Kelly’s book Perfectly Yourself that you can get for FREE.

February 18th Jesus asks, “Who do people say I am?” (8 minutes, 12 seconds)
In this lesson, we are introduced to Jesus – who came into the world in an unexpected time and place. We know little of
his life until he emerged onto the scene in 30 AD. Jesus in not simply another leader or prophet, he spoke and acted in
the person of God. Jesus asked his disciples, Who do you say that I am?” Peter’s answer to Jesus was followed by
centuries of discourse. We profess Jesus as fully human and fully divine – the Lord and Messiah.
February 25th How can we explain the existence of evil in the world? (8 :57)
This video clip explains the fact that evil exists in our world even though we believe in a loving God. It is clarified that
evil does not truly exist, but that it is an absence of the good. Discussions of illness, failure, and inhumanity are
examples used to explain why suffering is experienced by those who are faithful to God.
March 4th How did the early Church resolve the question about Jesus’ divinity? (12: 43)
During the recitation of the Nicene Creed, Sunday after Sunday, the Church rises to declare victory over Arianism, a
heretical view that was corrected at the Council of Nicaea. Another Council was held in Ephesus to defend and clarify
the belief that Jesus was both God and man, divine and human, sent from above and born of the Virgin Mary.
The Second Vatican Council refers to the Liturgy as the “source and summit of Christian life.” This Council touched on
all areas of Christian life. Vatican II redirected the Church to focus on bringing Christ to the modern world, paying
special attention to the role of the laity.
March 11th How does one explain the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist? (9:24)
The story of the 13th century Eucharistic miracle in Bolsena, Italy, is recounted as well as the resulting inauguration of
the Feast of Corpus Christi – a feast for which Thomas Aquinas, at the time a Dominican friar, was asked to compose
an Office. This gave rise to the composition of such beautiful and timeless hymns as Tantum Ergo and Adoro te devote.
Thomas outlines the distinction between ‘substance’ and ‘accidents’, or, as Fr. Barron translates it, ‘reality’ and
‘appearance’ is described. What appears to be ordinary bread and wine is in the reality the Body and Blood of Christ
Jesus.
March 18th Why did Jesus have to die the Death on the Cross? (9 minutes, 23 seconds)
In his humanity, Jesus fully and completely experienced his crucifixion. We note that Jesus allowed evil and death to
wash over him. He took them on entirely, so that when he died, evil and death died with him. When we speak of Jesus
taking away the sins of the world, we believe that he did do willingly; he was happy to die in order to make us free of
sin so we could live with God forever.
March 25th What makes the Resurrection of Jesus the cornerstone of our Catholic faith? ( 8:24)
The Resurrection is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we have been given
eternal life. In conquering death, Christ opened the door to a life free from sin and death. Belief in Christ’s resurrection
from eyewitness reports made it possible for the disciples to preach Christ as the Savior and Messiah and to build the
Church.

Comments from people who previewed the Catholicism Revisited program
“The Bishop Barron DVD video clips were short, easy to understand, very though, provocative,
and to the point. The discussion questions were interesting and other resources were offered for
future study.”
“ I attended the Adult Education Night that used materials from Bishop Robert Barron’s updated Catholicism Series.
He is very well known, learned, and does a great job of presenting the material. The first session was on “Who do you
say that I am?” Bishop Barron’s video is very insightful and filmed in the places where events took place, Jerusalem
and Ephesus, in this session. It is really neat to see the actual places where Jesus walked and preached. As a lifelong
Catholic it is good to get a refresher on what it means to follow Jesus and practice our faith. The program and the
handouts, give additional resources that can be reviewed to strengthen our belief and faith.”
“Bishop Barron hit it out of the park the evening I viewed the first segment of his beautifully photographed series on
Catholicism. Within minutes he helped me deepen my core understanding who Jesus is in my life. He is my Lord and
Savior in more ways than I had previously believed possible. I can’t wait until we begin this program this coming
Lent."

February 1st Thursday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
7:15 to 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study, ASA Room N-10
8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym



February 2nd Friday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
9:00 to 10:00 am Eucharistic Adoration in the chapel following Mass
5:00 to 6:30 pm FREE Soup Supper in the Brophy Center
FREE Soup Supper on Friday - February 2
Your choice of hot & delicious soups served
with rolls & butter, dessert and beverage. And,
it’s FREE. Serving in the Brophy Center from
5:00 pm to 6:30 pm. Everyone is welcome.
February 3rd Saturday
3:00 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass (Ship of Hope Collection at all Masses)
February 4th Sunday
8:30 and 10:30 am Mass (Ship of Hope Collection at all Masses)
Lord’s Lambs and Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 10:30 am Mass
St. Jude Volunteers at God’s Kitchen
No Faith Formation classes this Sunday - Enjoy the Super Bowl
February 5th Monday
8:30 am Word & Communion Service in the chapel
7:00 to 8:30 pm Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Center
February 6th Tuesday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
6:30 pm "Living Your Strengths" in the Brophy Center
7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus in the Millennium Conference Room
8:00 to 10:00 am Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym
February 7th Wednesday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
8:00 to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Club in the Thaddeus Center

Sue Wuorinen,
Evangelization & Youth
Coordinator
(616) 363-6885
Cell: (616) 560-8107
Email to: swuorinen@stjudes.net

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society or contact Sue
Wuorinen at: (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email
swuorinen@stjudes.net

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to
view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at: (616)
363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net

Saint Alphonsus Offers On-going Programs & Activities for our Seniors
St. Alphonsus at 224 Carrier NE provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each
week. All programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including
non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program
Voicemail at 616-913-4419 Phone this number to obtain the Calendar of events or
e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com

LIVING THE WORD: February 4, 2018 - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Read Mark 1:-29-39
(You might want to listen to Bishop Barron’s radio homily at this time)
Pray with the Word

(Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.)

To this house, O God, the teacher comes to preach and to heal. Life’s emptiness is filled, its misery
Transformed. Lift us up from self-concern and set us free for service for others. May we go forth
renewed and refreshed to proclaim the Good News. Through Christ our Lord. Amen
Prepare for the Word

(Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.)

Have you ever felt sad and restless, like there’s no reason to be happy?
Did you take those feelings to God?
How does your mood or feeling affect the way you pray and participate at Mass?
Do you still trust in God’s presence and goodness?
Reflect on the Word

(After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.)

Jesus heals the sick in today’s Gospel.
How can you reach out to a friend or family member when they are sick?
The psalm speaks of God’s goodness, power, wisdom, and care for the broken hearted.
Have you thought of taking your hurts to God for him to heal?
Act on the Word

(Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.)

In the Bible, Job is an upright man who has done nothing to deserve his sufferings, but his sufferings are great indeed.
Today’s First Reading is an example of how he would pour out his grief, sorrow, and frustration to God. This week,
think about the suffering that has you frustrated, whether it’s yours or someone else’s. Then compose your own lament
to God. It can be poetic or in letter form. There are a lot of examples in the Book of Job and in Lamentations. Read a
few passages from the Bible for inspiration. Then write it all out: tell God about your sorrow, grief, or pain. Don’t
worry about hurting God’s feelings he is strong enough to deal with our honest emotions! Being honest about our hurts
is the first step to letting God heal us.
Thanks for giving us permission to use this copy to The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyrighted 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle B
St. Paul tells us in our second reading that preaching the Gospel is not a matter of choice for him;
it is a compulsion, a necessity. In the homily for this week, I talk about St. Peter and St. Edmund
Campion, two Christians who, 15 centuries apart, felt that same pressing obligation to proclaim Jesus
Christ. Do we have it?
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-compulsion-to-evangelilze/705/
Back in 2003 the Presentation of the Lord feel on a Sunday that year and it “bumped” the readings for the Fifth Sunday of
Ordinary Time. Bishop Barron based his Sunday homily on the readings for that feast day. From the achieves of word on
fire, listen to what Father Barron had to say over ten years ago. We celebrate The Presentation of the Lord tomorrow,
February 2 at the 8:30 am Mass
Eight days after his birth, Mary presents Jesus in the temple. Our lives take on meaning and purpose only in the measure
that we make of them gifts to God. The Mass is the great act by which we, in Christ, present ourselves to the Father.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/presenting-our-gifts/571/
Check out wordonfire.org for Bishop Barron’s radio message for 2018.

Lesson Plans for February 4 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)
Begin with song: "God’s Love is so Wonderful" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ju38Sdc2cSg
Young children are impulsive, acting before they think. We can invite them to slow down, teaching them that prayer is an
important step before every action they take.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Reading
Say: Before we can eat quite often what do we need to do? (We need to prepare the food and quite often use the stove in
the kitchen.) Before we can drive away on a vacation or to go to the store, what may we need to do with the car? (We
may need to go to the gas station.) If we were to go outside to make a snowman, what do we need to do? (Put on our
winter coat, hats and mittens.) No matter who you are, how grown up you become or how talented you are, you still need
to do some things before you can do other things.
Say: Even Jesus, who performed miracles, still needed to do some things before he could preach. Listen to the Gospel
now and see if you can figure out what Jesus needed to do before he could go to Galilee.
Read aloud the Gospel, Mark 1:29-39. View this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEmIFDRUO8M
If you have time, show this very good video clip on this story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJANEx3pAKc
Ask: What did Jesus need to do before he could go to Galilee? (Jesus had to pray.) What kinds of things do we need to
pray about before we can do them? Discuss enough things to help the children realize that we can pray about all things
before we do them.
Conclude by offering prayers of petition, inviting each child to name a least one thing that they want to pray for.
After each petition is offered, pray, “Lord, hear our prayer.”
Conclude by praying the Glory Be to the Father.
Or Use this video clip:"Jesus Loves the Little Children of the World" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cg6W76q6a2E

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)
Begin with this song from Veggie Tales: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkPhJyB7pJc
Older children can appreciate the compassion and care that was extended to them when they were sick. Some of them
may even have had experience helping others who were sick. The Church continues to extend Jesus' healing presence to
those who are sick through pastoral care and in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Ask your children to think about times when they were ill. What did you want most when you were sick? What did other
people do to help you when you were sick? How have you helped others who were sick?
Say: In today’s Gospel, we hear how Jesus cured Simon's mother-in-law, who was sick with fever. We also hear how
Jesus cured many other people. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel.
Read aloud today’s Gospel, Mark 1:29-39. Watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEP9zoT0s1E
Ask: What did Simon’s mother-in-law do after Jesus healed her? (She served Jesus and his disciples.) We see in her
example that one of the things that those who are ill need most is a sense of purpose and the opportunity to make a
contribution.
Say: The Church continues to bring Jesus’ healing presence to those who are sick. What are some things that our Church
does for those who are sick? (We visit the sick; we bring Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist; we pray for those who are sick;
we celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.)

Conclude in prayer together, asking Jesus to be with those who are sick.
Pray prayers of petition for those who are sick; after each petition, pray “Jesus, heal us.”
Conclude by praying the Glory Be to the Father.
Or sing the song: Jesus, You Are My Healer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BuquFCyOzk

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)
Begin with a song: "The Summons" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJeV9pJ9jPA
Young people are learning the importance of managing their time to accommodate their increasing responsibilities and
activities. We can help them understand the importance of intentionally making time in their day for prayer.
Materials Needed Paper & Pens
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Distribute paper and pens and ask each of your children to write a schedule of his or her day, listing all the things he or
she has to do today (for example, eat breakfast, go to school, go to a music lesson or sports practice, do homework and
chores, eat dinner).
Say: We have many important activities in our day, and some of us are busy from morning to night. We make the time
for these activities because they are important to us.
Say: In this Sunday’s Gospel, we see that Jesus also made time in his day for the activities that were important to him.
Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel.
Invite one of your children to read aloud this Sunday’s Gospel, Mark 1:29–39.
Then watch this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEP9zoT0s1E
Ask: What activities of Jesus are described in this Gospel? (healing, driving out demons, preaching, praying) What
activity do we see Jesus deliberately making time for? (prayer) How did he make time for prayer in his busy day?(He
woke very early and went to a place where he could be alone to pray.)
Say: Even though there are many good and important activities that we must do each day, our busy lives cannot become
an excuse for failing to pray. Following Jesus’ example, we may find that we also need to be deliberate about making
time in our day for prayer.
Ask: the young people to look back at their daily schedule and ask them to consider quietly what steps they might need
to take to be sure that they make time for prayer.
Encourage the young people to be steadfast in their intention to make time for prayer each day. (May we suggest that
these older children use a copy of the Living Faith Booklets for adults.
Note: There may be some copies left in the pamphlet rack by the rocking chairs in the vestibule of the church. Check it
out when you go to Mass this weekend.
Pray together the Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi. (click on the title)
Or sing the song: Jesus, You Are My Healer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BuquFCyOzk
.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
for
Feb. 2018
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A
360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center
located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.
For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267. Register online: http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/courseregistration
Adult Confirmation Preparation: Preparing for the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Monday, February 5, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
With Fred Johnson $40 for books and materials
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
The adult confirmation program prepares adults with an understanding of how the Holy Spirit works in their lives and in
the life of the church. 11 weeks - for ages 17 and up who have been baptized as Catholics but not yet Confirmed
"My Personal Story"
Tuesday, February 6, 1:00 pm-2:15 pm
With Sr. Mary Kay Oosdyke, OP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
This series will help you share what is important to you in your life and in your faith. Through the use of questions you
select, your responses will help you share the bits of wisdom gleaned from your life. $10 donation is suggested.
"Catholicism 101 - The Who, What and Why of Lent"
Tuesday, February 6, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Fr. Chuck Cuniff, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Fr. Chuck shares the history and meaning of Lent and answers your questions about ashes, abstinence repentance and
why Catholics pray fast and contemplate during the Lenten season. $10 donation is suggested.
"The Best Kept Secrets of Freedom and Conscience: What does this really mean?"
Wednesday, February 7, 7:00 pm-8:45 pm
With Fr. Joe Lally, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
This workshop helps those in attendance to manage the ongoing moral challenges they face in their lives. Also covered is
what Vatican II didn't emphasize before the Council. $10 donation is suggested.
Book Discussion "Rediscover Jesus" by Matthew Kelly
Thursday, February 8, 7:00 pm-8:30 pm
With Sue Ann Clark
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Matthew Kelly once again delivers a powerful book that encourages us, challenges us, and invites us to rediscover the
beautiful possibilities God places before us daily. Perfect for the Lenten season. $10 donation is suggested.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 4
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholicfaith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifthsunday-of-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection

Today we continue to read from Mark’s
Gospel, learning more about the ministry of
Jesus. Jesus cured Simon’s mother-in-law,
and she immediately began to serve Jesus
and his disciples. Jesus also cured many
others who were brought to him, healing
their illnesses and driving out demons. As
we will see throughout Mark’s Gospel,
Jesus did not permit the demons to speak
because they knew his identity and would
have revealed it to those who were present.
On the morning after this busy day, Jesus
retreated in prayer, but was pursued by
Simon and others who brought news that
many people were looking for him. At this
point in Mark’s Gospel, we begin to see a
distinct role for the inner circle of Jesus’
disciples—they act as intermediaries
between Jesus and the people. Jesus reports
to his disciples that they need to leave
Capernaum to preach in other places.
Today’s Gospel completes a picture of
Jesus’ ministry: preaching, curing the sick,
driving out demons, and then moving on to
continue this work in another place. Mark's
Gospel tells us that Jesus did this
throughout Galilee.
Jesus’ compassion and healing of the sick
is a sign of the Kingdom of God. The
Church continues to extend Christ’s
healing presence to others in its ministry to
the sick. In the Sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick, the Church prays for spiritual
and physical healing, forgiveness of sins,
and comfort for those who are suffering
from illness.
In today’s Gospel we also notice the
importance of prayer in Jesus’ daily life.
Jesus rose early in the morning, removed
himself from the crowds, and went to a
deserted place to pray. When the disciples
found him, he told them that it was time to
move on. We believe that in his prayers
Jesus found guidance and direction from
God. We also bring our decision-making to
God in prayer, asking for his guidance and
direction in our lives.

Read the Sunday Gospel…
Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org for the readings:
Mark 1:29-39 http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/020418.cfm
Read the Gospel
Jesus cures Simon’s mother-in-law and many others as well.
What is the message and how can you respond to it?
We know from last week’s Gospel that Jesus gathered and prayed with
the community in the synagogue. Today we learn that Jesus also took
the time to pray alone. Following the example of Jesus, we also pray
together with our community, and we take the time to pray alone. Our
children observe our prayer with others. We might want to take the
opportunity to talk with them about our private prayer, however, so that
through our example, they may learn to make private prayer an
important part of their daily lives.
Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.
Gather as a family and talk about the ways in which your family prays
together (at Mass, grace before meals, bedtime prayers). Invite each
member of the family to talk about his or her private prayer: When do
you pray? Where do you pray? How do you pray? What do you pray for?
Jesus modeled for us a life of prayer. Read together today’s Gospel, Mark
1:29-39. Talk about this Gospel with your family. Ask questions such as
the following: What do you think Jesus was praying about in today’s
Gospel? What guidance have you received from God in prayer?
Conclude by asking God to bless our times of prayer so that we can know
and follow God’s ways. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer.
Taken from: https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection

Did You Know…
...the sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick can be received as many times as
there is serious illness or periodically
for those with chronic illness. God's
abundant power of healing and mercy
are conveyed in this sacrament.

Examination of Conscience…
Who needs my prayers for healing?
What areas in my life need healing from
distress or illness?
How well do I pray?
Do I take time daily to pray alone?
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD,
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017

Pope Francis: Where Mary is, ‘the devil does
not enter’

US bishops critical of Trump's proposed
immigration changes

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-franciswhere-mary-is-the-devil-does-not-enter-40315

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-bishopscritical-of-trumps-proposed-immigration-changes-39984

Vatican City, Jan 28, 2018 / 04:09 am (CNA/EWTN
News).- At Mass in the Basilica of St. Mary Major
Sunday, Pope Francis said that when we go through
difficult times or have problems or worries, Mary is our
shield, guarding our faith and protecting us from evil.
“Where the Madonna is at home the devil does not enter;
where there is the Mother disturbance does not prevail,
fear does not win,” the Pope said Jan. 28.
“Who of us does not need this, who of us is not sometimes
upset or restless? How often the heart is a stormy sea,
where the waves of problems overlap, and the winds of
worry do not cease to blow! Mary is the sure ark in the
midst of the flood.” Pope Francis celebrated a special
Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary Major for the Feast of the
transfer of the icon of Salus Populi Romani.
Salus Populi Romani (Protectress of the Roman People) is
the title of an ancient Byzantine icon of Mary and the
Child Jesus, held to be painted by St. Luke the Evangelist
and to have arrived in Rome in the 6th century.
It was first canonically crowned in 1838 by Pope Gregory
XVI and a second time in 1954 by Pope Pius XII. It has a
long history of devotion by the Roman people, as well as
by popes. It resides in the Pauline, also called Borghese,
Chapel in St. Mary Major. Just like persecuted people
once took refuge under the cloak of the noble, highranking women of their village, in “turbulent moments”
we must take shelter under the mantle of Mary, “the
highest woman of mankind,” for our own protection.
“Her coat is always open to welcome us and gather us,” he
said. “The Mother guards faith, protects relationships,
saves in bad weather and preserves from evil.” As
Christians, we cannot be neutral or detached from our
Mother, he continued. “Because without a Mother we
cannot be children. And we are, first of all, children,
beloved children, who have God for a Father and the
Madonna for a Mother.”

Washington D.C., Jan 26, 2018 / 04:36 pm (CNA/EWTN
News).- On Thursday, US President Donald Trump
announced a proposal to create a pathway to citizenship for
1.8 million people brought to the United States as children
in exchange for increased funding for border security and
for an end to “chain-migration” and diversity visa lottery
policies.
The plan is controversial, from both the left and the
right. The right is concerned that Trump is backing away
from his campaign promises and that this new pathway to
citizenship effectively amounts to amnesty, whereas the
left thinks the proposals are too “hard-line” and that the
“Dreamers” are being used as pawns to advance an agenda.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops has a more
nuanced take on the issue.
In an interview with Catholic News Agency, Bill Canny,
executive director of the USCCB’s Migration and Refugee
Services Offices, said that while the bishops agree that
border security is important, this proposal is only going to
create animosity between Republicans and Democrats and
will not improve the current situation for the “Dreamers.”
“The bishops believe that it’s important the citizenry is
protected, that our borders are secure, and that we don’t
live in any fear,” said Canny.
However, he was concerned that a “high amount” of
money was being put into various enforcement measures
that he doesn’t think would lead to any sort of progress or
agreement.
“The debate will not be fruitful” if the current proposal
stands, he said. The proposal would include funding for a
border wall, and end the diversity visa lottery, by which
50,000 people from around the world annually are
randomly granted Green Cards, or permanent residency
status.

