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From the Director of Faith Formation 

December 21, 2017  Vol. 4  Issue 51 

 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

As the children will be home the week 

after Christmas, check out the selection 

of family DVD’s in the Kelly 

Conference Room. A list of some of 

the titles are found in this week’s 

newsletter on page 10.  

The children received copies of the 

January – March 2018 Living Faith 

booklets at the December 17  class.  If 

not, then they will be distributed in class 

on January 7.  

Be sure to watch the video clip 

“Christmas in a Nutshell” on page 3 of 

the newsletter. Also, be sure to check out 

the links to Christmas music on 

YouTube on page 4 as well as a 

Christmas Prayer also on page 4 that 

we encourage parents to pray as a 

family at the dinner during the 

Christmas season. There is also a 

reading for parents to use on Christmas 

Eve or Day. Why not use it as a prayer 

before opening the Christmas gifts.  

See page 5 for a free Christmas Book 

offer from Dr. Scott Hahn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Prayer around the Advent Wreath  

Lord Jesus Christ, we await your Second Coming as we prepare for your 

First Coming at Christmas. Be near to us now as we light the fourth candle 

of our Advent wreath. As this light grows brighter we are reminded that you 

are already here, in your Word, in your Church, in the faces of those in need 

and our love for each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY: December 21
st
  Let us pray 

Thank you, Lord, for the joy we feel because of you are with us. May we share 

this joy with the people we meet at work, at school, at church, at the store, and 

everywhere. 

FRIDAY: December 22
nd

 Let us pray 

Dear Jesus, we know we get a special strength from you when we confess our 

sins and receive Holy Communion and when we pray. We need this strength, 

called grace, to make our souls grow stronger  and to stay healthy, just like our 

bodies need food to keep them growing and healthy. Teach us to use this grace 

when we feel like being bad or doing something wrong – by asking you for 

your help right away. Remind us to call upon you  

in time of temptation. 

SATURDAY: December 23
rd

 Let us pray 

This week was spent in joy, the joy of knowing that  

you, Lord, are full of grace and the joy of knowing  

you are always ready to forgive us, even though we  

don’t deserve it. We are happy that we can once  

more have a chance to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.  
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SUNDAY : December 24
th

 Let us pray 

Lord, in this fourth and last day of our Christmas preparation, we have thank you for the people who believe in you and 

who can tell us about you. We have given ourselves to you and will try to go on giving of ourselves, because we know it 

is better to give than to receive. 

We accept your love for us and know it will last forever. You love is so much better than any present we could receive, 

because it will not break or wear out but will go on and on. We have come a long way from the very first night of Advent. 

At that time we lit the very first candle. The next week there were two, then three, and finally four candles shining very 

brightly, just like our love for you is shining very brightly. We pray our love for you goes on and shining forever. And 

now we are back to one candle. As we light it we say, “Happy birthday, Jesus.” 

MONDAY: December 25
th

 Christmas Day 

Place a tall candle in the center of the Advent wreath. Light the candle and darken the room and the whole house. (A 

parent reads the following to the family.) 

Parent: Remember how all the people waited for the Promised one to come? They needed him and he was not yet with 

them. Sometimes they felt as we do if we are alone in the dark. Jesus wanted to be the light of the world. He said, “I have 

come to be the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will not walk in the dark.”  

Christmas is the feast of Jesus. he came to be our light. Let us listen to the Gospel Story of the birth of Jesus as we gather 

around the tall candle. In those days Caesar Augustus published a decree ordering a census of the whole world. Everyone 

went to register, each to his own town. And so Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to David’s 

town of Bethlehem – because he was the house and lineage of David – to register with Mary, his espoused wife, who was 

with child. 

While they were there, Mary gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him a manger, because there was no room for 

them in the place where travelers lodged. 

There were shepherds living in the fields and keep night watch by turns over their flocks. The angel of the Lord appeared 

to them as the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were very much afraid. The angel said to them: “You have 

nothing to fear! I come to proclaim good news to you – tidings of great joy to be shared with all people. This day in 

David’s city a savior has been born to you, the Messiah and Lord. Let this be a sign to you: in a manger you will find an 

infant wrapped in swaddling clothes.” Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, “Glory to God in high heaven, peace on earth to those on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see what the 

Lord has made known to us.” They went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger; once 

they saw, they understood what had been told them concerning this child. All who heard of it were astonished at the 

report given them by the shepherds. Mary treasured all these things and reflected on them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, in accord  

with what has been told them. When the eighth day arrived for his circumcision,  

the name Jesus was given the child, the name the angel has given him before  

he was conceived.  

  

 Christmas Music on YouTube 

  

 O Come, O Come Emmanuel – Piano Guys     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE  

 Immanuel, God is with us! by Michael Card   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-cTyDtqpmU   

O Come, O Come Emmanuel – Enya                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPHh3nMMu-I 

Do You Hear What I Hear? - Carrie Underwood  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYGAd4pd2vg  

Mary, Did You Know  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Uki0dkthzI   

Little Drummer Boy – Pentatonix  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJ_MGWio-vc  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbdvo019mgM  

 O Holy Night - Josh Groban https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Zh-yR0pbmU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-cTyDtqpmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYGAd4pd2vg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Uki0dkthzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJ_MGWio-vc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbdvo019mgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Zh-yR0pbmU


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breath of Heaven - Amy Grant https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8_475FKJWQ  

The First Noel  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANUV9vD1zg8  

Joseph's Song -Michael Card  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BARVAg0gl6w  

Joseph's Lullaby--Mercy Me https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgcGmgrNuLM  

Silent Night - Casting Crowns with lyrics https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k21nvLlhwc  

A Christmas Version of Leonard Cohen's Hallelujah  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4U2pGgrsC0  

     Use this Christmas prayer before you eat as a family or whenever it will work best 

for your     family gatherings during these days of Christmas vacation. 

     God our Father, you brought hope to your people on that night so long ago when the 

     light of a star told them that you had sent a Savior. As the days grow lighter around 

     me, help me to remain focused on your Son, the Light of the World. When others try 

     to draw me into dark thoughts and deeds, help me to come back into the light of 

your love. Help me always to follow your star in my life. Help me to stay on the path of righteousness, to work for 

justice, and always to live in expectant hope for your kingdom. Through Christ our Lord Amen. 

    Christmas in a Nutshell 

    Admit it, you've given some terrible gifts. There's someone who has never given a bad gift, 

    though...GOD! For Christmas, however, He gave us something no one could've imagined. 

    This video illustrates the miracle of Christmas in a fun and poignant way. One could argue 

    with this two (2) minute video because of the last line but I do not believe the creator, Dan 

    Stevers, meant to imply that God wasn’t here before. Check it out for yourself at    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=QXgH8ZIz9jQ  

 

 

 

   December 24,  2017  -  Fourth  Sunday of Advent   

 Read Luke 1:26-38 

 (You might want to listen to Bishop Barron’s radio homily at this time.) 

 Pray with the Word  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the f 

 fruit of your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of 

 our death. Amen 

 Prepare for the Word   (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.) 

What do you know about Mary, the Holy Mother of God? 

Think about the real meaning of Christmas this week and ready yourself for the coming holy season? 

Reflect on the Word  (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.) 

Mary said “yes” to God. What is holding you back form saying “yes” to following God’s will? 

 How are you finalizing your preparations for Christ’s arrival? 

 Act on the Word   (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.) 

 Pray the Hail Mary. Reflect on the words of the prayer. How does this prayer describe the encounter between Mary and 

the angel, Gabriel? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8_475FKJWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANUV9vD1zg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BARVAg0gl6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgcGmgrNuLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k21nvLlhwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4U2pGgrsC0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=QXgH8ZIz9jQ


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 During these last few days of Advent, think about what else you might need to do in order to prepare your heart for the 

coming of Christ at Christmas? Can you shift your focus back on what really matters? Think about the family 

gatherings, Christmas Mass with your family, friends, and the parish community. Instead of just buying gifts  

for your family and friends, think about a kind deed you might do for someone else during these last few days of 

Advent.  

Thanks for giving us permission to use this copy to The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyrighted 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. 

Christmas Eve - December 24
th

 Readings 

The scripture readings at the 4:00 & 6:30 & 10:00  p.m. Mass would officially be from Matthew’s Gospel 1:18-25 

(Shorter version) and the 10:00 a.m. Mass on Christmas Day the Gospel could be either Luke 2: 15-20 or John 1:1-5,9-14 

(Shorter version). We have made the choice in the newsletter to use Luke 2:15-20 even though another Gospel may be 

read at the Mass you attend on Sunday evening or Monday morning. 

LIVING THE WORD: December 25, 2017   Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

There are several readings for the Masses of Christmas Eve and Day. The Gospel reading below is from the Christmas 

Mass at Dawn. This Mass is the one normally celebrated on Christmas Day. 

Read Luke 2: 15-20 

 Pray with the Word   (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

Abiding with you forever in glory, O God, your only-begotten child is born among us in time. May we ever welcome 

your Son to the warmth of an earthly home and so open for all earth’s children a path that leads us home. Through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 Prepare for the Word      (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings 

 What is your favorite Christmas movie and why? 

 When have you felt like an outsider? 

 Reflect on the Word  (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.) 

 We don’t always immediately see things as God does. Do you include the “lowly” or the “outsider” in your life 

celebrations? 

 Are the poor just regulated to the times of group service projects, or are they vital to the plot of your life? 

 Act on the Word (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.) 

It can be hard to live out God’s design for the world. It can be especially hard because we have so many choices 

available to us that we can create fairly insulated lives. The example of the shepherds asks us to consider who seek to 

have as part of our lives and our joy. This week rent a DVD or go see any movie. When you are watching  it, think 

about how the major characters are portrayed. Think about if the minor characters are treated with respect and honor ,as 

the shepherds were in today’s Gospel. 

 Saint Alphonsus Offers On-going Programs & Activities for our Seniors 

      St. Alphonsus provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. All  

    programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  

    non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program  

    Voicemail at 616-913-4419 Phone this number to obtain the Calendar of events or 

    e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com  

    \  
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Joy to the World    by Dr. Scott Hahn 

Dr. Scott Hahn brings the first Noel to new light through his thought-provoking combination of exciting story-telling 

and penetrating biblical insight. Christmas, as it appears in the New Testament, is the story of a father, a mother, and a 

child - their relationships, their interactions, their principles, their individual lives, and their life in common. To see the 

lives of this “earthly trinity” is to catch a first glimpse of heaven. Dr. Hahn shows Christmas to be the story of a family. 

 

 FREE BOOK 

      FREE BOOK.....WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 

These FREE copies of Dr. Scott Hahn's book "Joy to the World" 

are on a table in the back of the church until they're gone.  Hurry!! 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Lesson Plans for December 24
 
   4th Sunday of Advent  

Begin by listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) Young children have a natural inclination toward the wonderful 

and awesome. We help to foster this gift from God by helping them to identify God’s wondrous action in our world and 

in our lives. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Say: We heard in the Gospel this week that an angel came from God and told Mary two impossible things were going to 

happen. The first thing was that Mary, who was an ordinary girl, had been chosen by God to become the mother of his 

Son, Jesus. Mary thought this would be impossible because she was not even married yet. But the angel assured her that 

God has the power to do impossible things. 

Say: The other surprise that the angel told Mary was that her relative Elizabeth, who was too old to have a baby, was 

also pregnant. God took two ordinary people and did the impossible with their lives. 

Say: This story of the angel’s visit to Mary is an amazing and wonderful story. Listen carefully as I read this story to you 

from the Bible. 

Read today’s Gospel, Luke 1:26-38 and show this video...  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1yOY62GFKU  

Say: God continues to do amazing, even impossible, things in our world and in our lives.  

Conclude in prayer together that you and your group will respond with faith like Mary’s when God works in your lives.  

Pray together the Hail Mary. 

  

Begin with listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5 and 6)  Many children dream of the great contributions that they might 

make to our world, but sometimes they need to be reminded that extraordinary things don’t happen automatically. Our 

greatest models of faith are ordinary human beings who have allowed themselves to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask: Who are some examples of people who have changed the world for the better by their work or contribution? (Jonas 

Salk and the polio vaccine, Thomas Edison and the invention of the light bulb, and so on) What prepared these people to 

make these great contributions? (Accept all reasonable responses.) 

Ask: Who are some people of faith who have made extraordinary contributions to the world? (Mother Teresa, Pope John 

Paul II, Saint Francis of Assisi, and so on) What prepared these people to make extraordinary contributions to the 

world? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

Say: Today’s Gospel offers to us another example of a person of faith who made an extraordinary contribution to the 

world: Mary, the mother of Jesus. This Gospel gives us several clues about what prepares a person of faith to do 

extraordinary things. 

Read today’s Gospel, Luke 1:26-38 and show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGKc23Nm8yw  

Ask: What extraordinary thing was Mary asked to do in this Gospel? (to be the Mother of God’s Son, Jesus) What 

was Mary’s response? (First she asked how this would be possible, and then she answered yes.) What does this 

Gospel tell us prepared Mary for her most amazing job? (Mary was said to have been filled with God’s grace even 

before the angel visited her. The Gospel also says that the Holy Spirit would prepare her to give birth to Jesus.) 

Ask: What do you think prepares people of faith, ourselves included, to do extraordinary things in our world? (God’s 

grace, the Holy Spirit) It is the Holy Spirit working within us that enables ordinary people to make extraordinary 

contributions in our world. Because Mary was filled with God’s grace, she was able to cooperate with God’s plan for 

salvation by becoming the mother of Jesus. 

Conclude in prayer together for the awareness to be open to God’s grace and the Holy Spirit in order to be able to 

cooperate in God’s plan for salvation.  

Pray together the Magnificat. (Click on this link.) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1yOY62GFKU
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/hail-mary-prayer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGKc23Nm8yw
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-honoring-mary/magnificat


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Begin with listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y  

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  As young people learn to make their own decisions, we can guide 

them in understanding the factors that contribute to their decision-making process. As we do so, we can offer for their 

consideration the example of people of faith, such as Mary, who willingly said yes to God’s work in her life. 

Materials Needed  Paper and pens 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Distribute paper and pens to each child.  

Say: Every day, people make requests of us, asking us to help them or to do something for them. Give examples of 

ordinary requests that people make, such as “Please pick up your things,” “May I borrow a pencil?” or “Will you help 

me with a homework question?” Take a minute to review your day and make a list of things that people asked you to do. 

After allowing sufficient time for the young people to complete their lists, ask: Which requests did you agree to? Which 

did you refuse? What are some of the factors you considered when saying yes or no to these requests? (Accept all 

reasonable answers.) 

Say: As these examples show, we consider many factors when making our decisions: who is asking, our ability to 

perform the task, whether it is the right thing to do, and the consequences that might result in doing it. 

Say: In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear Mary’s response to the angel who announces that she is to be the Mother of God’s 

Son, Jesus. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel. 

Read Luke 1:26-38 and show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7iekKIQpK0  

Ask: What was Mary’s response to the angel’s announcement? (First, she asked how this could be possible; then she 

said, “May it be done to me according to your word.”) 

Say: There are many factors that Mary could have considered in making her reply. However, in accepting God’s plan for 

her, Mary put her faith and trust in God. This faith and trust was her most important consideration. 

Say: In all of our decisions, we try to follow Mary’s example in making choices that reflect our faith and trust in God. 

What are some ways we might be called upon to say yes to God in our lives? (showing love and care for others, taking 

action for justice) We can be confident that the Holy Spirit is working in our lives to help us say yes to God. 

Conclude by praying together the Magnificat. (Click on this link.) 

Or listen to the Piano Guys version of O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE  

 

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily for the Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Here are two different reflections from the achieves on  https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/ 

The church fathers saw so clearly that we will never understand the New Testament without understanding the Old 

Testament. Our readings for this weekend show how the angel's words to Mary at the annunciation are intelligible only 

in light of God's promise made, ten centuries before, to David. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/reading-the-new-testament-in-light-of-the-old/822/  

The greatest of the Advent figures makes her appearance in the Gospel for today. Mary the mother of God is the new 

Eve, the one who, through her expectation and obedience, undid the sin of Eve and Adam. They tried to seize God's 

gifts; Mary accepted them as a grace. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-fiat-of-mary/565/  

Check out wordonfire.org for Bishop Barron’s radio message for 2017.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7iekKIQpK0
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-honoring-mary/magnificat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/reading-the-new-testament-in-light-of-the-old/822/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-fiat-of-mary/565/
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December 21
st
  Thursday 

8:30 am School Mass in the church 

8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym 

December 22
nd

  Friday  

No School for ASA 

8:30 am Mass in the chapel 

9:00 to 10:30 am Help needed with packing the Christmas 

Food Baskets in gym 

December 23
rd

  Saturday                                                                                                                            

3:00 pm Confessions;   4:00 pm Mass 

December 24
th

 Sunday 

8:30 and 10:30 am Mass   

Christmas Eve Masses at 4:00,  6:30 and 10:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 25
th

 Monday  
10:00 am Christmas Day Mass in church 

No ASA School  

Parish Office Closed 

December 26
th

  Tuesday 

No ASA School  

Parish Office Closed 

December 27
th

 Wednesday 

No ASA School  

9:00 am to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Club - Thaddeus Ctr. 

Mtg. Rm.  

6:30- 8:45 pm Support Croup - Thaddeus Ctr. Mtg. Rm 

Give a Millennium Center Walkway Brick 

Give the gift that lasts...a brick on the Millennium  

Center walkway customized with the individual or family 

name. Contact Linda in the Parish Office at (616) 363-6885. 

email to lparks@stjudes.net  

  

 

 

        Sue Wuorinen,  

  Evangelization & Youth  

  Coordinator   

  (616) 363-6885            

  Cell:  (616) 560-8107     

  Email to:       

  swuorinen@stjudes.net 
    

 
 

 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or contact Sue 

Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email 

swuorinen@stjudes.net  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  

(616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net  
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mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace=calendar
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                   for 

       January, 2018   
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center 

located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.   

For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-

registration 

"Mysticism:  How Deep In Prayer Do We Really Want to Go"    

Wednesday, January 3,  7:00 pm-8:45pm          

With Fr. Joe Lally, CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join Fr. Joe as he explores how our fears and desires affect our intimacy with God.  What are our hearts longing for that 

we are not aware of?  Some practical suggestions for everyday life.  $10 donation is suggested. 

"Soul Speak:  Introduction to Group Spiritual Direction"   

Monday, January 8,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

With Cami Mann, OFS 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join Cami Mann as she discusses group spiritual direction.  During this introductory session, she will explain the history 

and format of this prayerful small group practice.  Cami Mann, OFS is a trained spiritual director experienced in one-on-

one and group spiritual direction. $10 cost per session.  

"Book Discussion  "Life of the Beloved:  Spiritual Living in a Secular World"  by Henri MJ Nouwen    

Tuesday, January, 9,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  

With Cathy Hoekstra 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join Cathy Hoekstra to as she explores the life of priest, psychologist and author, Henri MJ Nouwen.   Henri Nouwen is 

one of the greatest legacies in the Christian world.  $10 donation per session is suggested.  

"Soul Speak:  Group Spiritual Direction"   

Monday, January 15,  7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

With Cami Mann, OFS 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join Cami Mann as she continues the discussion on group spiritual direction.  Cami Mann, OFS is a trained spiritual 

director experienced in one-on-one and group spiritual direction. $10 cost per session per week.  

Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion    

Wednesday, January 17,  7:00 pm-8:45 pm 

With Fr. John Geaney, CSP  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

A two-day workshop offered for those who are preparing to become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion in 

addition to those already serving in the same capacity. $10 donation per session is required. 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DVD’s in the Kelly Conference Room 

Our fifth graders have been viewing the film Mary of Nazareth, you can pick up a  

copy of it in the Kelly Room and view it at home. We now have three copies for  

you to borrow and show at home. You can find them under DVD #190, 191, and 192.  

Check out Bishop Robert Barron’s latest DVD program: Catholicism: The Pivotal Players. This six part video program 

covers the life and accomplishments of six different individuals who made sufficient contributions to the Catholic 

Church. These Pivotal Players include St. Francis of Assisi, St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Catherine of Sienna, Blessed John 

Henry Newman, G. K. Chesterton, and Michaelangelo. You will find two sets of the DVD’s under numbers 250-262.  

At this time of the year, you may want to borrow a copy of Jesus of Nazareth. The beginning of this film covers the 

Christmas story found in Luke’s and Matthew’s Gospel. Find copies of this DVD under numbers 101-110. To my 

surprise the Jesus of Nazareth DVD is available on you tube. This classic film is still considered to be one of the best 

versions of the Jesus Story from his birth to the resurrection. Here is a link to the film in case all the copies of the DVD 

are already out of lending library in the Kelly Room. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yi0ypbEaK4c  

There are also many DVD’s for children about Christmas.  

DVD #2 Discovering Christmas 2  

1. Oh Little Town of Bethlehem (9 minutes) 

2. The Christmas Tree  (9 minutes) 

DVD #3 Discovering Christmas 1  

1. Don’t Forget the Baby Jesus (7 minutes) 

2. The First Christmas (17 minutes) 

DVD #4 Three Christmas Classics 

1. Christmas Is (22 minutes) 

2. The City that Forgot about Christmas (22 minutes) 

3. The Stable Boy’s Christmas (27 minutes) 

DVD # 5 Holiday 4-Film Collector’s Set 

1. A Hobo’s Christmas (94 minutes) 

2. The Man who Saved Christmas (94 minutes) Dove “Family Approved” for all ages. 

3. The Great Rupert (87 minutes) 

4. Borrowed Hearts (91 minutes) Dove “Family Approved” for ages 12+ 

DVD #6 The Prince of Peace: The Christmas Story (29 minutes) Recommended for children ages 3 to 10. 

DVD #7 Little Shepherd: Experience the wonder of the very first Christmas (25 minutes) 

DVD’s # 39 The Nativity Story (1 hour 41 minutes) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yi0ypbEaK4c


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth ministry must reflect young people’s 

diversity, US cardinal says 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/youth-ministry-

must-reflect-young-peoples-diversity-us-cardinal-says-91782 

 

Baltimore, Md., Nov 13, 2017 / 11:14 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- Young people are not a singular mass, and 

ministry to them must reflect their diversity, Cardinal 

Daniel DiNardo of Galveston-Houston told his fellow 

U.S. bishops Monday as they ponder the upcoming synod. 

4th Sunday of Advent 

December 24 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-

sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection  

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, the 

liturgy shifts our attention from John the 

Baptist to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Both 

John and Mary serve as important figures 

for our reflection during the season of 

Advent; they both played instrumental 

roles in preparing the way for Jesus. Last 

week we reflected on John the Baptist’s 

announcement that the Savior was among 

us, although not yet recognized. This week 

we reflect upon Mary’s example of faith 

and obedience to God, traits which 

permitted her to receive the angel’s 

message that God’s Son would be born as a 

human person, as one of us. 

We are familiar with the story of the 

Annunciation, and it is fitting that we recall 

how God announced the birth of Jesus as 

we make our final preparations for our 

celebration of the Incarnation. The angel 

Gabriel visited Mary, a virgin betrothed to 

a man named Joseph. Mary greeted the 

angel’s news with awe and wonder and 

asked how it could be possible that she 

could give birth to a child. In his reply, the 

angel Gabriel announced the seemingly 

impossible reality: the child to be born 

would be conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and would be God’s own Son. 

The angel reported to Mary another 

miracle; her relative Elizabeth was also 

pregnant despite having been thought to be 

unable to have a child. Mary’s response to 

the angel, which is called her fiat, is an 

example of complete faith and obedience to 

God. 

The story of the Annunciation calls to our 

attention God’s wondrous action in human 

history. God chose a human person to give 

birth to his Son so that all humanity would 

know God’s salvation. Mary, already full 

of God’s grace, was able to cooperate in 

this great plan for our salvation. Thus Jesus 

was born as one of us, fully human and 

also fully divine. This is the mystery we 

prepare to celebrate at Christmas, the 

mystery of the Incarnation. In the model of 

Mary, we pray that we will be people of 

faith who recognize God’s saving plan for 

us and are able respond with obedience. 

 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:  

Luke 1:26-38          http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122417.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

The angel Gabriel visits Mary to announce the birth of Jesus.  

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, the liturgy shifts our attention from 

John the Baptist to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Both John and Mary 

serve as important figures for our reflection during the season of 

Advent; they both played instrumental roles in preparing the way for 

Jesus. Last week we reflected on John the Baptist’s announcement that 

the Savior was among us, although not yet recognized. This week we 

reflect upon Mary’s example of faith and obedience to God, traits which 

permitted her to receive the angel’s message that God’s Son would be 

born as a human person, as one of us. 

 Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

We are familiar with the story of the Annunciation, and it is fitting that 

we recall how God announced the birth of Jesus as we make our final 

preparations for our celebration of the Incarnation. The angel Gabriel 

visited Mary, a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph. Mary greeted 

the angel’s news with awe and wonder and asked how it could be 

possible that she could give birth to a child. In his reply, the angel 

Gabriel announced the seemingly impossible reality: the child to be born 

would be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and would be God’s 

own Son. The angel reported to Mary another miracle; her relative 

Elizabeth was also pregnant despite having been thought to be unable to 

have a child. Mary’s response to the angel, which is called her fiat, is an 

example of complete faith and obedience to God. 

The story of the Annunciation calls to our attention God’s wondrous 

action in human history. God chose a human person to give birth to his 

Son so that all humanity would know God’s salvation. Mary, already full 

of God’s grace, was able to cooperate in this great plan for our salvation. 

Thus Jesus was born as one of us, fully human and also fully divine. This 

is the mystery we prepare to celebrate at Christmas, the mystery of the 

Incarnation. In the model of Mary, we pray that we will be people of faith 

who recognize God’s saving plan for us and are able respond with 

obedience. 

Taken from:  https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-

year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection 

Did You Know…  

...on Sunday, we light the fourth candle   

of Advent?  It is the last violet candle on 

our wreath and symbolizes love. As we  

light this fourth candle, let us be mindful  

of Jesus' commandment to love one  

another. 

 We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 

Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 

Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/1:6
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/1:6
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Pope Francis' three Christmas ingredients: joy, 

prayer, gratitude 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

three-christmas-ingredients-joy-prayer-gratitude-22156 

 

Vatican City, Dec 17, 2017 / 12:05 pm (CNA/EWTN 

News).- With Christmas just eight days away, Pope 

Francis said three simple attitudes can help prepare us to 

welcome Jesus Christ. 

“Saint Paul invites us to prepare for the coming of the Lord 

by assuming three attitudes: constant joy, persevering 

prayer and continual thanksgiving,” the Pope said. “Joy, 

prayer and gratitude are three attitudes that prepare us to 

live Christmas in an authentic way.” 

Pope Francis’ remarks to the crowds gathered in St. Peter’s 

Square came ahead of the Angelus for Gaudete Sunday, the 

Third Sunday of Advent, which this year coincided with 

Pope Francis’ 81st birthday, Vatican News reports. 

He said the liturgy in recent Sundays has focused on how 

to be vigilant and how to prepare for the way of the Lord. 

For Gaudete Sunday, the liturgy invites Christians to joy. 

The Pope cited St. Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians, 

“always be happy.” 

“That is to say, always remain in joy, even when things do 

not go according to our desires,” Francis explained. 

“Anxieties, difficulties and sufferings permeate our lives, 

and so many times the reality around us seems to be 

inhospitable and arid, like the desert in which the voice of 

John the Baptist resounded, as the Gospel of today recalls.” 

John the Baptist’s voice in the desert reveals that Christian 

joy rests on “the certainty that the desert is inhabited.” 

Jesus’ mission in the world consists of “liberation from 

personal and social sin and the slavery that it produces.” 

“He came to earth to give back to men the dignity and 

freedom of the children of God, which only He can give,” 

said Pope Francis. Unceasing prayer helps us enter into 

relationship with God, the source of true joy. 

 

Knights of Columbus donate $1.4 million for 

post-hurricane rebuilding 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/knights-of-

columbus-donate-14-million-for-post-hurricane-

rebuilding-46314 

 

Houston, Texas, Dec 17, 2017 / 04:10 pm (CNA/EWTN 

News).- As Texas and Florida continue to rebuild from a 

devastating hurricane season, the Knights of Columbus are 

offering $1.4 million to aid the reconstruction of badly 

damaged churches. 

  

“Getting parish facilities up and running again does not 

just meet a practical need,” said Knights CEO Carl 

Anderson. 

“The people in the affected areas see the revival of their 

churches as a spiritual joy and as an important signal of 

recovery for the larger communities that surround these 

churches.” 

Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Texas on Aug. 25 and 

continued over the next five days, killing dozens and 

causing up to $180 billion in damage. The hurricane is 

believed to have affected 13 million people. Not even a 

month after Harvey hit, Hurricane Irma tore through the 

Caribbean before making landfall on Sept. 10 and making 

its way through Georgia and the Carolinas. The hurricane 

was responsible for at least 134 deaths and caused billions 

of dollars in damage. 

In Texas, $760,000 will be given by the Knights to seven 

churches to help the parishes rebuild. Another $690,000 

will be given to six churches in Florida and Virgin Islands. 

The Knights of Columbus is committed to building up 

Catholic families and strengthening parish life,” said 

Anderson. “The effort to restore these much-needed houses 

of worship is appropriate for the Knights, who are most 

effective within the local parish structure of prayer and 

service to others.” The organization raised $3.8 million for 

disaster relief following the storms. More than $720,000 

was used to fund immediate post-storm assistance, 

covering food, water and shelter. 
 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


  

 

For your Christmas week reading from Loyola Press 
 

The Miracle of the Incarnation                    By Becky Edredge 

The miracle of the Incarnation never ceases to amaze me. It is through the Incarnation that God became human, or as 

John’s Gospel says, “The Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14). 

God’s love for us is revealed through the Incarnation—the concrete act of God choosing to become human and enter our 

world. 

The Incarnation birthed the face of mercy, Jesus. As St. Ignatius says, “Love shows itself in deeds more than words.” 

God showed God’s love and mercy for us through many concrete acts in Jesus’ life: 

  Jesus’ conception by the Holy Spirit. 

  Jesus’ birth, which fulfilled the promise of the long-awaited Messiah. 

  Jesus’ model of mercy shown through whom he healed and how he healed, whom he called to be his 

companions, what he taught, and the compassion he showed. 

  Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. 

  Jesus’ Resurrection. 

  Jesus’ promise and gift of the Great Advocate, the Holy Spirit. 

This Christmas season, let us remember the reason we celebrate the miracle of the Incarnation: it changed everything. 

The gift of Jesus bestows on us the reason we can hope against hope. God will prevail and overcome any darkness in our 

world through the incredible light of Christ. 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/23054/the-miracle-of-the-

incarnation?utm_source=emagislist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=201712&utm_campaign=emagis  

How to Recognize Jesus                                                         By Vinita Hampton Wright 

Listen to whatever clues you’re given. For instance, angels told the shepherds to look in a certain town and a certain kind 

of place. They even mentioned swaddling clothes. 

So . . . it helps to listen to what others have said about Jesus—from the accounts in the New Testament Gospels to the 

testimonies of people here and now who have encountered him. Word of mouth means something, and the sacred stories 

that have survived have important things to tell us. 

Let go of preconceived notions. One reason some very important people did not recognize the Christ Child is that they 

weren’t expecting a child, and they certainly weren’t expecting a child from the working class. They were looking for 

someone already honored and influential. 

So . . . assume that, even with the information you have about Jesus, there is SO much you do not know about him. 

Allow yourself to live with these gaps and questions. 

Open your life to whatever path God shows you. Mary said yes to the mystery, which must have been pretty frightening. 

Joseph didn’t know what the future held, except in broad terms. The shepherds, the wise men, and later, the disciples all 

opened their lives to new paths, relinquishing their own plans and trusting that God’s path would lead to abundance. 

So . . . when you wake up in the morning, say yes to God and yes to the path. When you’re in the midst of a busy day, 

say yes. When you settle down for the night, say yes. Pray for that kind of faith and openness. 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/25017/how-to-recognize-

jesus?utm_source=emagislist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=201712&utm_campaign=emagis https://www.i 

 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/contemplation-on-the-incarnation-part-one-the-trinity-looks-down-from-heaven
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/tag/mercy
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/tag/christmas
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/23054/the-miracle-of-the-incarnation?utm_source=emagislist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=201712&utm_campaign=emagis
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/23054/the-miracle-of-the-incarnation?utm_source=emagislist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=201712&utm_campaign=emagis
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/contemplation-on-the-incarnation-part-two-marys-human-response
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/25017/how-to-recognize-jesus?utm_source=emagislist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=201712&utm_campaign=emagis
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/25017/how-to-recognize-jesus?utm_source=emagislist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=201712&utm_campaign=emagis

