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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to
you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish
Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by
email to mboruta@stjudes.net
From the Director of Faith Formation

Once again, the gospel speaks about
John the Baptist. This week we read
from the Gospel of John. Our
seventh grade class last week learned
about John the Baptist so this week, I
would like to share with you some of
what was discussed in their class.
For centuries the Jews had been
waiting for the Savior promised by
God. John was the one chosen to
announce the Savior’s coming so this
is why John is called the precursor or
“forerunner,” of the Lord. Like John,
we announce Jesus’ coming by the
love and kindness we show to others.
John spoke of repentance and Jesus
himself was baptized by John to give
us an example of the need for
repentance. We can seek repentance
by celebrating the Sacrament of
Reconciliation during Advent
Listen to: "On Jordan's Bank the
Baptist's Cry"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9
GboiLAaJ2A
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Another Link from Loyola Press...
We use Loyola Press for our Sunday reflections
on the gospels as well as the Lesson Plans for
grades 1-8. Follow this link to discover the many things you can do in your
home during Advent. Check is out at https://www.loyolapress.com/ourcatholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent

Parents...Come to class with your children this
Sunday December 17 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
This Sunday evening we are having a special night filled with Christmas
activities for both parents and children in grades 1-8. Here is a sneak peek at
the agenda
1. Parents and children gather in church for an opening prayer.
2. Directions given to each grade level on where to go and what to do.
3. At the end of the night the children in each grade will receive a Christmas
gift from the parish to take home.
4. Cookies and refreshments served in the Brophy Center at end the night.

Daily Prayers for the Advent Wreath
In this third week of Advent we are still waiting for and
preparing for Jesus’ coming and hoping to make Jesus a
part of our lives, not just at Christmas but all year long.
We can prepare ourselves for Jesus through prayer and t
turning ourselves to love, hope, faith, justice (treating people
right), and kindness. Prayer opens our hearts to let God’s love and faith in, and
let out our hate and fear. Prayer is like a window through which the light of
God shines through. Let us this week continue in hope and prayer to keep this
window open. This week we light the pink or rose candles which means joy.
Remember that the purple candles stand for sorrow that we have done wrong.
But now we are joyful because the time for the arrival of Jesus is almost here.

Third Week of Advent: Prayer around the Advent Wreath
Lord Jesus Christ, we await your Second Coming as we prepare for your
First Coming at Christmas. Be near us now as we light the third candle of
our Advent wreath. As this light grows brighter we are reminded that you are
already here, in your Word, in your Church, in the
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faces of those in need and our love for each other.
THURSDAY: December 14 Let us pray
Help me, God, to know my religion. Help me to
understand how I can know, love and service you.
You are always with me, and you know when I am
scared and in trouble. Please bring me closer to you
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at these times through my religion and through those who love and care for me.
FRIDAY: December 15 Let us pray
We thank you for the gifts you give us at Christmas, the gifts you give us at Christmas, the gifts you can’t put in a box
with a ribbon on it. We thank you for the gift of Christ, bring us new life. For the gift of our home. For the gift of our
dad, who works hard for us. For the gift of our children who make us so happy with their smiles and questions. For the
gift of our friends, who are so good to us. For the gift of our grandmas and grandpas, who do so much for us. for the
gift of school and religion that we may learn more and more every day.
SATURDAY: December 16 Let us pray
In this second week of Advent we learned there are many joys to have without spending any money. We learned to
look around and enjoy the things and people around us. We learned we don’t always need to be doing something or
going someplace to have fun. We learned there are many things we can give people and get from people, things that
don’t comes in boxes with bows on them.
SUNDAY: December 17 Let us pray
Our Father, thank you for letting us celebrate Jesus’ birthday again. Help us to be like him, so when people look at us
they see goodness and beauty like we see in Jesus.
MONDAY: December 18 Let us pray
Dear Jesus, help us to know you better, love you more, and follow your rules. When we look at the lights of Christmas
tree, help us to think that you are the true Light of the world. Help us to remember that you are with us to guide us and
cheer us.
TUESDAY: December 19 Let us pray
O God, at times it is hard to remember you, especially around this time when we think of the house decorations,
Christmas cards and gifts we’ve going to receive. And sometimes, even though we have all these beautiful things around
us and all the people around us, we still feel alone and scared. Help us to remember that it is because of you we have this
Christmas celebration and that you are always with us and we can trust in you to take care of us. Help us truly believe that
you will forgive our sins, give us new life, and look after us after we die.
WEDNESDAY: December 20 Let us pray
O God, before you sent Jesus to us we were lost and alone. You showed us how much you loved us by sending Jesus to
die on the Cross for our sins, and you asked us to share your love with others. During this time help us to spread your
name to others by telling them about you and showing them how you want them to live. Make us examples of your love.
THURSDAY: December 21 Let us pray
Thank you, Lord, for the joy we feel because of you are with us. May we share this joy with the people we meet at work,
at school, at church, at the store, and everywhere.
FRIDAY: December 22 Let us pray
Dear Jesus, we know we get a special strength from you when we confess our sins and receive Holy Communion and
when we pray. We need this strength, called grace, to make our souls grow stronger and to stay healthy, just like our
bodies need food to keep them growing and healthy. Teach us to use this grace when we feel like being bad or doing
something wrong – by asking you for your help right away. Remind us to call upon you in time of temptation.
SATURDAY: December 23 Let us pray
This week was spent in joy, the joy of knowing that you, Lord, are full of grace and the joy of knowing you are always
ready to forgive us, even though we don’t deserve it. We are happy that we can once more have a chance to celebrate
Jesus’ birthday.

December 17, 2017 - Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete Sunday
Read John 1:6-8,19-28
(You might want to listen to Bishop Barron’s radio homily at this time.)
Pray with the Word (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.)
O God, protector of the oppressed, healer of the brokenhearted, you invite all people to share the joy and peace of your

reign. Show us your loving kindness. Sanctify our hearts and keep them blameless that we may generously prepare the
way for the Savior who is coming: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
Prepare for the Word (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.)
What does the word prophet mean to you? Do you know of any modern-day prophets?
Have you ever feel that you were in darkness? What did that feel like?
Reflect on the Word (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.)
Have you ever felt like a prophet in your life, trying to keep your friends on the narrow path of following Christ?
How do you bring the light of Christ into the world?
Act on the Word (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.)
Think of a situation that a friend is struggling with. Is there a way that you can be the light for him or her to follow?
Have an honest conversation with your friend. Help them see that he or she can follow the light instead of choosing
darkness. In this way, you are serving as a prophet to this friend. Look outside your group of friends and family and
commit yourself to doing a new service project during this time of Advent: serve in a soup kitchen, tutor younger
children , or help with a clothing or toy drive. Prophets not only tell others what is wrong with the world; prophets also
try to do something about it.
Thanks for giving us permission to use this copy to The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyrighted 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily for Gaudete -3rd Sunday of Advent
We have a special treat this week from Bishop Barron. Looking at the achieves of his homilies Bishop
Barron has reflected on all three of our readings over the years. Quite often since the Gospel speaks
again of John the Baptist, giving us John’s version of John the Baptist, the homily will focus on one
of the other readings. Therefore, whatever reading your homilist chooses to break open for you this
weekend, choose one of the three reflections given below. Or if you brave, listen to all three of them.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-2 a, 10-11 Our first reading for this Sunday is an especially sacred
one in the Christian tradition, for it was precisely this passage from Isaiah that Jesus chose to comment upon when he first
rose to speak at the beginning of his public ministry. Using Isaiah's imagery, Jesus spells out for us the meaning and
purpose of his work: to heal the brokenhearted, to declare liberty to captives, to announce a year of favor from the Lord.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/to-heal-the-brokenhearted/698/
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 In our second reading from Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians, we
hear the strange recommendation to pray always, rejoice in every circumstance, and give thanks at all times. How is this
possible? Only when our lives have been radically reconfigured around Jesus Christ.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/rejoice-pray-give-thanks/821/
GOSPEL READING: JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28 Christ proclaims himself as the King of everything. This is a bold claim for
it puts everything under him. However, he is a very different King than what we typically expect. So with the arrival of
this King, we must change all our expectations.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/a-not-very-cozy-advent/947/
Check out wordonfire.org for Bishop Barron’s radio message for 2017.

Saint Alphonsus Offers On-going Programs & Activities for our Seniors
St. Alphonsus provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. All
programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including
non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program
Voicemail at 616-913-4419 Phone this number to obtain the Calendar of events or
e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com
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Lesson Plans for December 17 Gaudete - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Begin by listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) Young children accept much of what they believe based upon
the witness and testimony of others. We can teach them to trust the Word of God found in Scripture and in the witness of
the Church.
Materials Needed Several photos from a family vacation
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Show your children pictures from one of your family vacations. If you do not have any photos, remind them of a recent
vacation or special outing you did together as a family. Remind your children about the fun that you had on the vacation.
Explain to them that you have just witnessed to them. We can witness only about something that we have experienced.
Say: In the Gospel, we hear someone witnessing about Jesus. His name is John the Baptist - he knows that Jesus is God.
Read today’s Gospel, John 1:6-8,19-28. (Note, the gospel starts with verses 6-8 and then skips to verses 19-28) Use
this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gv1cA8xh02U
Say: Do you believe me about how much fun our vacation was? Well, the people believed John too because he was
talking about someone he knew. We believe in Jesus because John the Baptist and others have told us what they know
about Jesus. We can also know Jesus by reading about Jesus in the Bible, by listening to those who teach us about Jesus,
and through our prayers.
Say: John the Baptist told the people that the one they were looking for was in their midst; they just had not recognized
him. We can learn to recognize Jesus’ presence in our world because we have learned about Jesus from the Bible and
from the Church.
Conclude in prayer together that your family will continue to grow in our faith so that you will all be able recognize
Jesus’ presence in the world.
Pray together the Lord’s Prayer.

Begin with listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y
Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5 and 6) - Older children are beginning to question the things that people
tell them. Likewise, they may have begun questioning and testing the words of faith. We can help them to understand
that it is natural to question the words of other people. We can also show them that the words of others can be trusted
and that our faith in Jesus is credible because it is founded on our experience of Jesus.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Say to your family: There are many things that we accept on the word of other people. For example, we believe our
parents and grandparents when they tell us what about what life was like when they were children. We believe the
scientists who report to us the results of their observations and experiments. We believe our teachers when they teach us
about the facts of history. What are some examples of things that we accept on the word of others? (Accept all
reasonable answers.)
Ask: Why do we believe what people tell us? What makes the word of another person believable? (They have actual
experience with the things that they are explaining, they have learned something we have not, or because their word to us
has previously proved trustworthy.)
Say: This is also the way it is with what we believe about Jesus. Today’s Gospel talks about John the Baptist and how he
gave witness to Jesus. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel.

Invite one of your children to read John 1:6-8,19-28. (Note, the gospel starts with verses 6-8 and then skips to verses
19-28) Then use this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ll0MrBx-j4I
Ask: What did John the Baptist tell the Jewish leaders when they asked about his authority and preaching? (John said
that he was not the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet.) What did John the Baptist say when they asked about the baptisms
that he was performing? (John said that he was baptizing in preparation for another person.) John offered this testimony
about himself and about Jesus because he knew Jesus was the Son of God who was coming to save the world. He told
the people that Jesus was among them even though they did not yet recognize him.
Say: The people who came to see John the Baptist believed his words to them. If we were to continue reading in John’s
Gospel, we would hear how John the Baptist recognized Jesus as the Son of God when the Holy Spirit descended upon
Jesus. John then announced to the people that Jesus was the Lamb of God. Where do we look to hear testimony about
who Jesus is? (the Bible, the Church, the people of faith in our lives) We believe these witnesses to Jesus because they
have proven themselves to be trustworthy and because they witness to a person they know, Jesus.
Conclude in prayer together that you and your group will continue to grow in faith and in your ability to recognize
Jesus’ presence in all aspects of life.
Pray together the Act of Faith.

Begin with listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y
Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) - Young people at this age are learning to evaluate and judge the
information they receive from others. We can help them to appreciate the importance of Scripture, the Church, and the
witness of others as they learn to recognize and believe in Jesus, the Son of God.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Ask the following series of questions: Who would you ask if you wanted information about a place you would like to
visit? (a travel agent, someone who had visited this place before) Who would you ask if you didn’t understand your math
homework? (my teacher, my parent, a friend who is good at math) Who might you ask if you needed help to fix a
computer? (a computer technician, a friend who knows about computers)
Ask: When you ask for a person’s help, what might you want to know about him or her? (the person’s experience with
the subject that he or she is explaining, if the person has knowledge or expertise that we do not, whether or not the
advice the person gives has helped others) Observe that knowing about a person helps us to trust that person and to
believe what he or she tells us.
Say: This Sunday’s Gospel helps us to know more about John the Baptist, the message he proclaimed, and the witness
he gave to Jesus. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel.
Invite one of your children to read John 1:6-8,19-28. (Note, the gospel starts with verses 6-8 and then skips to verses
19-28) Then use this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ll0MrBx-j4I
Ask: What was John the Baptist’s reply when asked, “Who are you?” (John said that he was not the Messiah or Elijah or
the Prophet; he quoted the prophet Isaiah, saying that he was “the voice of one crying out in the desert, make straight the
way of the Lord.”)
Say: To help people understand who he was and the message he wanted to communicate, John the Baptist quoted from
the prophet Isaiah. Then he spoke about the greatness of one who would come after him. John the Baptist preached and
baptized so that people would recognize Jesus, the Son of God, and believe in him.
Say: We can recognize Jesus’ presence in our world because we have learned about Jesus from the Bible, from the
Church, and through the words and example of others.
Say: As we prepare for prayer, think about the people who are like John the Baptist for you, those who help you to
recognize and believe in Jesus, the Son of God. As we pray, thank God for these people and for the ways they have
helped you recognize Jesus.
Conclude by praying the Magnificat. (Click to be taken to the Magnificat)
Or listen to the Piano Guys version of O Come, O Come Emmanuel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE

Sue Wuorinen,
Evangelization & Youth
Coordinator
(616) 363-6885
Cell: (616) 560-8107
Email to:
swuorinen@stjudes.net

December December 14th Thursday
8:30 am School Mass in the church
6:30 to 8:00 pm "Fun Raiser" Meeting - Kelly Conf. Rm.
7:15 – 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study in ASA Rm. N-10
8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym
December 15th Friday
8:30 am Mass in chapel
9:00 to 10:30 am Help needed with packing the Christmas
Food Baskets in the ASA Gym
December 16th Saturday
3:00 pm Confessions; 4:00 pm Mass
December 17th Sunday
8:30 and 10:30 am Mass
Lord’s Lambs and Children’s liturgy of the Word during
the 10:30 am Mass
5:30 to 7:00 pm Classes for all children in grades 1-8
attending public school
Parents and Children are invited to join their children in
church at 5:30 pm for a night of Christmas surprises and
gifts.
th

December 18 Monday
8:30 am Communion Service in chapel
9:00 to 11:00 am. Mothers of Grace -Youth Rm.& Library

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society or contact Sue
Wuorinen at: (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email
swuorinen@stjudes.net

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to
view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:
(616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net

Give a Millennium Center Walkway Brick
Give the gift that lasts...a brick on the Millennium
Center walkway customized with the individual or family
name. Contact Linda in the Parish Office at (616) 363-6885.
email to lparks@stjudes.net

December 19th Tuesday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
Monthly Birthday coffee after Mass in the Brophy Ctr.
 pm Stewardship meeting - Kelly Conf. Rm.
6:30 to 8:00
7:30 - 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Rm.
8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym
December 20th Wednesday
Mass 8:30 am in the chapel
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Club - Thaddeus Ctr.
Mtg. Rm.
11:30 to 2:00 pm 55 Plus Luncheon in the Brophy Ctr.
6:00 to 8:45 pm Choristers/Adult Choir in the church
B
lower level
6:30- 8:45 pm Support Croup - Thaddeus Ctr. Mtg. Rm
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
for
Dec. / Jan.
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A
360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center
located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.
For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267. Register online: http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/courseregistration
"Soul Speak: Group Spiritual Direction"
Monday, January 15, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Cami Mann, OFS
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Cami Mann as she continues the discussion on group spiritual direction. Cami Mann, OFS is a trained spiritual
director experienced in one-on-one and group spiritual direction. $10 cost per session per week.
Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Wednesday, January 17, 7:00 pm-8:45 pm
With Fr. John Geaney, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
A two-day workshop offered for those who are preparing to become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion in
addition to those already serving in the same capacity. $10 donation per session is required.
"The Origins and History of Anti-Semitism"
Thursday, January 18, 7:00 pm-8:30 pm
With Jaymie Perry
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Jaymie Perry is an internationally known and trained Holocaust educator. She is frequently asked: "Why have the Jewish
people been so persecuted?" To better understand this, Jaymie will explore historic anti-Semitism and will discuss
changes in Catholic/Jewish relations. $10 donation is suggested.
"Book Discussion "Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World" by Henri MJ Nouwen
Tuesday, January, 23, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Cathy Hoekstra
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Cathy Hoekstra to as she explores the life of priest, psychologist and author, Henri MJ Nouwen. Henri MJ Nouwen
is called one of the greatest legacies in the Christian world. Come and hear why. $10 donation per session is suggested.
Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Wednesday, January 24, 7:00 pm-8:45 pm
With Fr. John Geaney, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
A two-day workshop offered for those who are preparing to become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion in
addition to those already serving in the same capacity. $10 donation per session is required.

St. Jude Parishioners can view from home a large number of quality films including Mary of Nazareth plus books and
other Catholic interest materials.

FREE to all St. Jude Parishioners. Register online at www.formed.org and use the parish code ab11f6

Gaudete - 3rd Sunday of Advent
December 17
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholicfaith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/thirdsunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection

The Gospel for today combines a brief
passage from the prologue to John’s
Gospel with a report about John the
Baptist. John’s Gospel begins with a
theological reflection that has come to be
called the “prologue.” This prologue places
the story of Jesus in its cosmological
framework. It speaks of Jesus’ existence
with God since the beginning of time. In
John’s Gospel, Jesus is presented as the
fulfillment of the Old Testament and the
culmination of the Word, the light that is
coming into the world’s darkness.
Following this prologue, John reports on
the ministry of John the Baptist. We learn
about the attention that John the Baptist
received from the Jewish authorities.
Messengers from the Jewish priests, the
Levites and the Pharisees question John
about his identity and the meaning of the
baptisms that he is performing. John’s
Gospel uses these questions to establish the
relationship between Jesus and John the
Baptist. John the Baptist is not the Messiah,
nor is he Elijah or the Prophet. In John’s
denials, we hear echoes of the kind of
messianic expectations that were common
in first-century Palestine.
The only affirmative response that John the
Baptist gives is when he quotes the prophet
Isaiah. Upon answering the next question,
John announces that the savior they seek is
already among them, but as yet
unrecognized. John’s response highlights
for us an important Advent theme: Jesus
has already come into the world as our
savior. During Advent, we pray that we
will be able to recognize Jesus’ presence in
our midst. Advent also reminds us that
Jesus will come again to fulfill the promise
of salvation. We pray that we will continue
to be watchful as we anticipate the day.
This third Sunday of Advent is also known
as Gaudete Sunday which means “rejoice.”
It is a reminder that Advent is a season of
joy because our salvation is already at
hand.

Read the Sunday Gospel…
Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org for the readings:
JN 1:6-8, 19-28
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/121717.cfm
Read the Gospel
John gives testimony that he is preaching and baptizing in order to
prepare for the coming of another.
What is the message and how can you respond to it?
In family life, we learn to trust other people for protection and care.
This experience of trust within the family enables children to believe us
when we testify about our faith in Jesus. John the Baptist was believed
by those who heard him because he helped them to recognize Jesus in
their midst. In our family life, we hope and pray that we lead one
another to recognize Jesus’ presence in our world.
Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.
As you gather as a family, recall that during the Advent season we are
invited to pay particular attention to the signs of Jesus’ presence in our
world. Consider some of the signs of Jesus’ presence that you have
experienced. During Advent, we remember how John the Baptist
prepared the way for Jesus. Read together today’s Gospel, John 1:6-8,1928. Discuss the signs of Jesus’ presence in our world that you named and
explain what these signs tell us about God and God’s love for us. Pray
together that your family will be led to recognize that Jesus is present
among us. Read and pray together the psalm for today’s Mass,
the Magnificat
Taken from: https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/third-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection

Did You Know…
...in 2013, Pope Francis issue an apostolic exhortation
entitled "Evangelii Gaudium?" (The Joy of the
Gospel). The first two lines read: "the joy of the
Youthand
ministry
must
young people’s
gospel fills the hearts
lives of all
who reflect
encounter
diversity,
cardinal
saysare
Jesus. Those who
accept theUS
offer
of Salvation
set free from sin,
sorrow, inner emptiness and
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/youth-ministryloneliness.
must-reflect-young-peoples-diversity-us-cardinal-says-91782

Examination of Conscience...
Where do I see joy in my life?
What keeps me from living a joyful life in
Christ?
How can I set those things aside?
Do I think about how my actions may or
may not reflect the light of Christ?
How can I be more mindful of this??
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD,
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017

Pope Francis says the "Our Father" is poorly
translated

Christians in the Holy Land voice fear over
Trump's Jerusalem move

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francissays-our-father-is-poorly-translated-38348

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/christians-inholy-land-voice-fear-over-trumps-jerusalem-move-74707

Vatican City, Dec 8, 2017 / 10:40 am (CNA/EWTN
News).- In a video series for Italian television network
TV2000, Pope Francis said that “lead us not into
temptation” is a poorly translated line of the Our Father.
0
“This is not a good translation,” the Pope said in the video,
published Dec. 6. “I am the one who falls, it's not (God)
who pushes me toward temptation to see how I fall. A
father doesn't do this, a father helps us to get up right
away.”

Jerusalem, Dec 7, 2017 / 11:34 am (CNA/EWTN News).Christians leaders in Jerusalem have voiced fear over the
repercussions of America's recognition of the city as
Israel's capital, asking that international law be respected in
the interest of maintaining peace.

He noted that this line was recently re-translated in the
French version of the prayer to read “do not let me fall into
temptation.”
The Latin version of the prayer, the authoritative version in
the Catholic Church, reads “ne nos inducas in
tentationem.”
The Pope said that the one who leads people into
temptation “is Satan; that is the work of Satan.” He said
that the essence of that line in the prayer is like telling
God: “when Satan leads me into temptation, please, give
me your hand. Give me your hand.”
Just as Jesus gave Peter his hand to help him out of the
water when he began to sink, the prayer also asks God to
“give me your hand so that I don't drown,” Pope Francis
said.
The Pope made his comments in the seventh part of the
“Our Father” television series being aired by Italian
television network TV2000.
Pope Francis said “it takes courage” to recite the prayer,
because it means calling on someone else and truly
believing that “God is the Father who accompanies me,
forgives me, gives me bread, is attentive to everything I
ask, and dresses me better than wildflowers.”

According to Fr. David Neuhaus, a priest in the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and former Parochial Vicar for
Hebrew-speaking Catholics in the city, the first reaction to
the decision was fear. “You touch Jerusalem, things
explode,” he said, explaining that for people on the ground,
there are three primary concerns over the move, the first of
which is “how many people are going to die? … To what
extent is there going to be violence and loss of life?”
Speaking to CNA over the phone from Jerusalem, he said
on a second level, there is also concern over the fact that
the U.S. has strayed from a position that has been a widely
accepted in international law, and to which the Holy See
has also “very, very strenuously and strictly” stuck.
“The Holy See has remained very strictly within that
discourse, and the kind of upset that it causes now to think
that one of the strongest countries in the world doesn't
seem willing to stay within a discourse that we have been
using and that has been very useful in trying to find a
solution to the problem of Jerusalem,” is concerning,
Neuhaus said. A third immediate concern, which the
Church itself has taken a particular interest in, is over the
character of Jerusalem itself, he said, explaining that to
drag the city into a contentions political debate “is
endangering the character of the city as a holy city.”
The Vatican has long supported a two-state solution to the
Israel-Palestinian conflict, and on a diplomatic level
recognizes and refers to both “the State of Israel” and “the
State of Palestine.”Christians and Muslims – but also for
the people who visit them, the priest said.

