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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to
you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish
Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by
email to mboruta@stjudes.net
From the Director of Faith Formation

Last Sunday was the First Sunday of
Advent. Here are some links you can
use to decide what you can do this
Advent. Because December 24 is the
Fourth Sunday of Advent, this
Advent season is the shortest one
ever. We invite you to use the many
Advent films, books, and DVD’s
formed.org. If you haven’t signed up
for this service, please do so this
week. The parish code is ab11f6.
It is not too late to sign up for the
Dynamic Catholic 2017 version of
The Best Advent Ever. All you
need to do is to follow this link to
www.dynamiccatholic.com/bestadvent-ever to sign up using your
name and email address.
Here is another link for a different
way to celebrate Advent found on
Integrated Catholic Life.org.
http://www.integratedcatholiclife.org
/2017/11/tthomas-best-advent-ever/
Make this Advent one that is both
prayerful and memorable.
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THE BEST ADVENT EVER!

Even though this may be the shortest Advent ever, you can
make it the Best Advent Ever by participating in Matthew
Kelly's Dynamic Catholic 2017 version of the Best Advent Ever
FREE to all members of St. Jude. Simply sign up with your name and e-mail
address at www.dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever . You’ll receive daily
e-mails with short inspirational videos from Matthew Kelly and Dr. Allen
Hunt plus practical tips for everyday life and personal stories from Dynamic
Catholic team members. You’ll enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime experience of
Christmas because you’ve prepared for it in a unique way.

Daily Prayers for the Advent Wreath
Again this year, we suggest praying an Advent Prayer
at the evening meal. If you do not have an Advent
Wreath in your home, purchase four candles, three
purple and one pink, and place them on your kitchen table.
Light the candles each night before supper and say the Advent prayer before
your meal prayers. Recite the prayer around the wreath for the Second Week
of Advent, and then read the Prayer for the appropriate day.

Second Week of Advent: Prayer around the Advent Wreath
Lord Jesus Christ, we await your Second Coming as we prepare for your
First Coming at Christmas. Be near us now as we light the second candle of
our Advent wreath. As this light grows brighter we are reminded that you are
already here, in your Word, in your Church, in the faces of those in need and
our love for each other.
THURSDAY: December 7th Let us pray
Help us to be kind to others and to treat them as we would want them to treat
us. Keep us from the feelings inside us at times to do wrong and to hurt
others. Help us to not speak badly about others. Give us faith, which is
believing in God and what he teaches, and peace to fight against fear. Hold
us in your hand and help us to know that you are
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with us.
FRIDAY: December 8th Let us pray
What can we give you, God? You have everything
already. What do you want most of all from us? We
give you what we think is most important –
ourselves – our hearts, our minds, and our souls.
Take them, Lord.
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SATURDAY: December 9 Let us pray
O Lord, as we reach the end of our first week of Christmas preparation, we thank for letting us know you a little better.
We asked him to help us forgive others when they hurt us. We asked him to love others when they do not love us. We
asked him to help us be kind to others and treat them as we would want them to treat us. We asked him to protect us.
And after this whole week, we offer him our hearts, which are no cleaner and holier than they were a week ago.
SUNDAY: December 10 Let us pray
O God, thank you for this day you have made. Help us to be kinder to one another in our home and friendlier to the
people around us. Help us to do right and avoid doing wrong.
MONDAY: December 11 Let us pray
O God, thank you for our mother and father, our sisters and brothers. Thank you for our friends. We will try harder this
week to help one another be happy.
TUESDAY: December 12 Let us pray
O God, help me when I feel angry and mean and sad. Help me when I feel like I hate someone or something.
WEDNESDAY: December 13 Let us pray
Lord, help me to live my day like you would want me to. Help me to help my mom and dad, like you helped your mom
and dad, Mary and Joseph. Help me to be like you, loving and caring.
THURSDAY: December 14 Let us pray
Help me, God, to know my religion. Help me to understand how I can know, love and service you. You are always with
me, and you know when I am scared and in trouble. Please bring me closer to you at these times through my religion
and through those who love and care for me.
FRIDAY: December 15 Let us pray
We thank you for the gifts you give us at Christmas, the gifts you give us at Christmas, the gifts you can’t put in a box
with a ribbon on it. We thank you for the gift of Christ, bring us new life. For the gift of our home. For the gift of our
dad, who works hard for us. For the gift of our children who make us so happy with their smiles and questions. For the
gift of our friends, who are so good to us. For the gift of our grandmas and grandpas, who do so much for us. for the
gift of school and religion that we may learn more and more every day.
SATURDAY: December 16th Let us pray
In this second week of Advent we learned there are many joys to have without spending any money. We learned to
look around and enjoy the things and people around us. We learned we don’t always need to be doing something or
going someplace to have fun. We learned there are many things we can give people and get from people, things that
don’t comes in boxes with bows on them.

December 8, 2017 - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
This week we celebrate a Holy Day on Thursday evening at a vigil Mass, 7:00 p.m. and on Friday Morning at 8:30 a.m.
We offer here a special edition for that holy day to prepare you for Mass and suggestions to follow up afterwards. The
reading is not from Mark’s Gospel, but from Luke’s Gospel which speaks about Mary’s role as the Mother of Jesus.
Read Luke 1:26-38
Pray with the Word (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.
Loving God, let the fullness of your grace, which enfolded Mary, kindle in our hearts the light of
hope and the warmth of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prepare for the Word (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.)
When has God asked you to do something that seemed as if it would hurt? How did you respond?
How do you understand Mary’s role in our salvation?
Reflect on the Word (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.)
Have you ever doubted or rejected God’s will in your life?
What plan do you think God has for you? How do you discern God’s plan?

Act on the Word (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.)
As you prepare the way of the Lord this Advent, think about how you can welcome others into your celebration.
Perhaps you can bring a friend to Mass. Maybe providing Christmas gifts for the poor or helping a neighbor with a
Christmas-related task is a way to be the face of Christ for others.

LIVING THE WORD: December 10, 2017

Second Sunday of Advent, Cycle B

Read Mark 1: 1-8 (You might want to listen to Bishop Barron’s radio homily at this time.)
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-gospel-of-jesus/697/
Pray with the Word (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.)
O God, whose word is comfort and whose promise is a new creation, prepare the way in the wilderness of our world.
Open our eyes to the One who comes into our midst, that by lives of holiness and service we may hasten the coming of
that day and be found at peace when at last dawns. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who was, is, and who is
to come, your Son who live and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen
Prepare for the Word (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.)
How are you preparing for the coming of Christ at Christmas?
What ways in your life need straightening: Relationships? Daily or routine habits? Use of technology?
Reflect on the Word (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.)
Have you recently attended a Baptism? What do you remember from the Baptism?
How was your Baptism the beginning of your life in Christ?
Act on the Word (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.)
Being baptized with the water and the spirit marks the beginning of our life in Christ. We follow Jesus footsteps and
learn by his example. What changes can you make this week that incorporate Jesus’ teachings more into your life? Try
reaching out to someone on the margins at school. Have a conversation about your faith with an understanding friend.
Say a prayer to God and ask him to help you strengthen your faith and your ability to assist others. Look back at some
photos from your own baptism or one of your children’s baptism? Talk to your family about their baptism and why you
made that choice for them to be Catholic.
Thanks for giving us permission to use this copy to The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyrighted 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.

Saint Alphonsus Offers On-going Programs & Activities for our Seniors
St. Alphonsus provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. All
programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including
non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program
Voicemail at 616-913-4419 Phone this number to obtain the Calendar of events or
e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com

Lesson Plans for December 10 The Second Sunday of Advent, Cycle B
Begin by listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) Young children learn to be faithful followers of Jesus by
following the examples of the people in their lives. We can show them that their faithfulness to Jesus can also serve as an
example to others, preparing the way for Jesus.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Say: It can be difficult for us to know how to follow Jesus, so God sends us helpers. Our helpers are our parents,
teachers, Church leaders, and the Bible. In the Bible we learn that God sent John the Baptist as a helper to prepare the
way for Jesus.
Read today’s Gospel, Mark 1:1-8. Use the video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-Wh-A20dSg
Say: John the Baptist taught the people the importance of repenting for their sins. As a sign of forgiveness, those who
repented were baptized by John. John also told the people to look for another who would be greater than he was. That
person we know was Jesus.
Say: During Advent, we ask God to forgive our sins and look for ways that we can be better followers of Jesus. What are
some things we can change in our lives to better follow Jesus? (We can be more loving, caring, sharing, helpful,
hardworking, and so on.) When we do these things, we become like John the Baptist and invite others to follow Jesus.
Let’s all choose one thing that we will do this week to change our lives so that we are better followers of Jesus. Allow
time for your children to think about what they will do this week.
Conclude in prayer together for the strength to prepare the way for Jesus by staying faithful to the promises of our
Baptisms.
Invite your children to make the sign of the cross with the holy water if you have some in your home as they make a
silent promise to God to do one thing this week to be a better follower of Jesus.
Pray together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit.

Begin with listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y
Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5 and 6) - During the season of Advent, older children observe many
people making preparations for our celebration of Christmas. We can invite these children to reflect upon how these
actions might help us to prepare the way for Jesus. We can also remind them that Advent calls us to prepare the way for
Jesus by renewing our lives through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Say: During the season of Advent, many of us do many things to prepare for our celebration at Christmas. What are
some things that people do to prepare for Christmas?
Say: Many people are very busy during the season of Advent doing all these things. But let’s consider for a minute how
these things prepare us to receive Jesus. How do these things prepare the way for Jesus? (Accept all reasonable answers;
acknowledge that some of these things prepare the way for Jesus more than others.)
Say: The Gospel for today tells us how John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel.
Read Mark 1:1-8. Show this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yIcZQ5Gm0M
Ask: What did John the Baptist do to prepare the way for Jesus? (He preached repentance and baptized people as a sign
of forgiveness of sins.) Having heard today’s Gospel, is there anything else that you think that we should be doing during
Advent to prepare the way for Jesus? (Encourage answers that identify ways in which we might repent for our sins, seek
forgiveness, and change our lives so that we might invite others to be followers of Jesus.)
Say: One of the things that the Church invites us to do during the season of Advent is to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. During Advent, we seek forgiveness for sins and look for ways we can be better followers of Jesus.
Invite your family to pray silently, asking God to forgive our sins. Promise to do one thing this week to be a better
follower of Jesus.
Pray together an Act of Contrition and then celebrate God’s forgiveness by sharing a sign of peace.

Begin with listening to O Come, O Come Emmanuel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C65aJef1J_Y
Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) - Especially during this time of the year, young people are inundated
with consumer messages from retail advertisers trying to influence shoppers who are buying gifts for the holidays.
During Advent, we can help young people focus on a different message by reflecting on the example of John the Baptist
when considering how to “prepare the way of the Lord” in our own lives.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Say: At this time of year, we see lots of advertising trying to get our attention and influence our shopping habits. Ask
your children to name strategies that stores use to attract attention and influence people as they shop for the holidays (for
example, colorful signs and decorations, attractive window displays, special sales).
Ask: How have these strategies influenced your shopping? (Accept all reasonable answers.)
Say: These messages can have a powerful influence on us, especially as we get ready for Christmas. The Gospels we
hear at Mass during Advent call us to pay attention to a different message as we prepare to welcome Christ into our
hearts. In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist and his message to “prepare the way of the
Lord.” (Isaiah 40:3) Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel.
Read Mark 1:1-8. Show this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yIcZQ5Gm0M
Ask: What about John the Baptist might have caught people’s attention? (He wore clothing made of camel’s hair; he ate
locusts and wild honey.) What did John the Baptist want people to do? (repent from sin; be baptized as a sign of
repentance)
Say: John the Baptist’s appearance and his message of repentance caught people’s attention. Then he told them the most
important thing. What did he say? (Another mightier than I will come after me; he will baptize with the Holy Spirit.) We
know that he was talking about Jesus.
Say: During Advent, we affirm John’s message by “preparing the way of the Lord” in our own lives. We seek
forgiveness for our sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and look for ways in which we can be better followers of
Jesus. In our words and actions, we hope to be like John the Baptist in leading others to Jesus. In what ways can we
“prepare the way of the Lord” in the world today? (Accept all reasonable answers, such as making good choices,
working for peace and justice, and being prepared to talk about our faith.)
Conclude by praying together the psalm for this Sunday, Psalm 85, praying with confidence that we will hear God’s
message of salvation, justice, and peace and announce it to others.

Psalm 85
Response: Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what God proclaims; the Lord – for he proclaims peace to his people. Near indeed is his salvation to those
who fear him, glory dwelling in our Lord. (Response)
Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. Truth shall bring out of the earth, and justice shall look down
from heaven. (Response)
The Lord himself will give his benefits; our land shall yield its increase. Justice shall walk before him, and prayer the
way of his steps. (Response)
Listen to the Piano Guys version of O Come, O Come Emmanuel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugV6QGcafEE

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily for the Second Sunday of Advent
In the very first line of his Gospel, St. Mark tells us that he is going to share with us Good News,
Glad Tidings, about Jesus, the Son of God. In many ways, the rest of the text is but a playing out
of the implications of that statement. In this homily, I explore the meaning of the phrase "Good
News" in connection with Jesus.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-gospel-of-jesus/697
Check out wordonfire.org for Bishop Barron’s radio message for 2017.

Sue Wuorinen,
Evangelization & Youth
Coordinator
(616) 363-6885
Cell: (616) 560-8107
Email to:
swuorinen@stjudes.net

December 7 Thursday
8:30 am School Mass in church
9:30-11:00 am Women’s Faith Sharing - Kelly Conf. Rm.
7:00 pm Vigil Mass in church for the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation)
7:15 – 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study in ASA Rm. N-10
8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the Gym
December 8 Friday
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Holy Day of Obligation)
8:30 am Mass in church
December 9 Saturday
3:00 pm Confessions;

4:00

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society or contact Sue
Wuorinen at: (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email
swuorinen@stjudes.net

pm Mass

December 10 Sunday
8:30 and 10:30 am Mass
8:00 am Blood Drive - ASA Family Center & Gym
8:30 am K of C - Breakfast Buffet - Brophy Center
Lord’s Lambs and CLOW during the 10:30 am Mass
5:30 to 7:00 pm Classes for all children in grades 1-8
attending public school
First Reconciliation Service in church during the classes.
Parents are invited to attend
6:45 pm Parents and Children meet for Advent Prayer
service in church

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to
view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:
(616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net

Give a Millennium Center Walkway Brick
Give the gift that lasts...a brick on the Millennium
Center walkway customized with the individual or family
name. Contact Linda in the Parish Office at (616) 363-6885.
email to lparks@stjudes.net

Knights of Columbus Breakfast Buffet - December 10


Serving from 8:30 am to 12 Noon Pancakes, French Toast, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon
Sausage, Juice and Coffee at a fantastic price!
December 11 Monday
8:30 am Communion Service in the chapel
7:30 – 9:00 pm Mothers of Grace -Youth Room & Library
December 12 Tuesday
8:30 am Mass
B in the chapel
11:00 am Northview Sr. Lunch in the Brophy Center
6:00 to 7:15 pm Bible Heroes - Millennium Conf. Room
6:30 -8:00 pm Home & School Meeting - ASA Library
7:30 - 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Rm
8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym
1111
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
for
Dec. / Jan.
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A
360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center
located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.
For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267. Register online: http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/courseregistration
"Christmas Without the Crib? - Mark's Gospel in Advent"
Wednesday, December 13, 7:00 pm-8:30pm
With Fr. John Geaney, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Even though the Gospel of Mark does not have a version of the Christmas story, it still has plenty to talk about. Join Fr.
Geaney as he explores Advent in the Gospel of Mark. $10 donation is suggested.
"Mysticism: How Deep In Prayer Do We Really Want to Go"
Wednesday, January 3, 7:00 pm-8:45pm
With Fr. Joe Lally, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Fr. Joe as he explores how our fears and desires affect our intimacy with God. What are our hearts longing for that
we are not aware of? Some practical suggestions for everyday life. $10 donation is suggested.
"Soul Speak: Introduction to Group Spiritual Direction"
Monday, January 8, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Cami Mann, OFS
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Cami Mann as she discusses group spiritual direction. During this introductory session, she will explain the history
and format of this prayerful small group practice. Cami Mann, OFS is a trained spiritual director experienced in one-onone and group spiritual direction. $10 cost per session.
"Book Discussion "Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World" by Henri MJ Nouwen
Tuesday, January, 9, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Cathy Hoekstra
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Cathy Hoekstra to as she explores the life of priest, psychologist and author, Henri MJ Nouwen. Henri Nouwen is
one of the greatest legacies in the Christian world. $10 donation per session is suggested.
"Soul Speak: Group Spiritual Direction"
Monday, January 15, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Cami Mann, OFS
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Cami Mann as she continues the discussion on group spiritual direction. Cami Mann, OFS is a trained spiritual
director experienced in one-on-one and group spiritual direction. $10 cost per session per week.

St. Jude Parishioners can view from home a large number of quality films including Mary of Nazareth plus books and
other Catholic interest materials.

FREE to all St. Jude Parishioners. Register online at www.formed.org and use the parish code ab11f6

Second Sunday of Advent
December 10
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholicfaith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/secondsunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection

Today’s Gospel is taken from the
beginning of Mark. Mark begins with the
appearance of John the Baptist in the
desert. His description of John the Baptist
highlights John’s continuity with the
Jewish prophetic tradition. Mark combines
quotations from the Old Testament books
of Malachi, Isaiah, and Exodus. Mark’s
description of John as an ascetic, living in
the desert, clothed in camel hair, and eating
locusts and wild honey, is reminiscent of
the description of the prophet Elijah found
in Second Kings. The people of Judea and
Jerusalem flock to him, listening to his
message of repentance and forgiveness;
they also come to him to be baptized.
Mark’s Gospel is clear that John the
Baptist’s role is only to prepare the way for
another one who is greater than John.
Many scholars believe that the Gospels
reflect the tension that likely existed
between followers of John the Baptist and
disciples of Jesus. Each of the four
Evangelists report on John’s preaching and
baptizing, and they each emphasize the
importance of Jesus’ baptism by John. The
four Gospels also explain that John was
sent to preach in preparation for another. In
the Gospel of Luke, the question is raised
as to whether John the Baptist was himself
the Messiah. Just as in today’s Gospel,
however, John speaks quite explicitly that
the Messiah was to come after him.
In today’s Gospel we hear John the Baptist
contrast his baptism of repentance with the
baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John
says that he has baptized with water, but
that the one who is to come will baptize
with the Holy Spirit. John’s baptism was
not yet a Christian baptism, but a
preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism
through which sins are forgiven and the gift
of the Holy Spirit is received. John the
Baptist is presented to us as a model during
Advent. We, too, are called upon to prepare
a way for the Lord. Like John the Baptist,
we are messengers in service to one who is
greater than we are. Our Baptism leads us
to call others to life as disciples of Jesus.

Read the Sunday Gospel…
Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org for the readings:
Mark 1:1-8
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/121017.cfm
Read the Gospel
John the Baptist preached repentance and baptized the people, in
preparation for the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit.
What is the message and how can you respond to it?
The season of Advent invites us to renew our lives in preparation for the
coming of Jesus. The people who heard the message of John the Baptist
repented for their sins and were baptized as a sign of God’s forgiveness. In
Baptism, our sins are forgiven, and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, who
helps us in our life of discipleship. Led by the Holy Spirit, we use this Advent
season to renew our lives so that we, like John the Baptist, might prepare the
way for Jesus.

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.
As you gather together as a family, talk about ways in which the example
of others has called you to be a follower of Jesus. Name the people who
have been examples to you of Christian discipleship and describe their
characteristics that you have tried to emulate. Read together today’s
Gospel, Mark 1:1-8
.
As John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, Baptism commissions us
to prepare the way of the Lord. The gift of the Holy Spirit leads us to
continually renew our lives so that we might lead others to Jesus. As a
family, identify at least one action that you will take this week to try to be
more faithful followers of Jesus. Conclude in prayer together that God
will receive this action and use it to lead others to Jesus. Pray the Prayer
to the Holy Spirit.
Taken from: https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection

Did You Know…
...that John the Baptist was in reality, Jesus'
reflect young people’s
cousin? He wasYouth
born toministry
Zechariah must
and Elizabeth
US cardinal
says
who was relateddiversity,
to Mary. When
Mary visited
her cousin, Johnhttps://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/youth-ministry"leapt in the womb" and was the
first to testify tomust-reflect-young-peoples-diversity-us-cardinal-says-91782
Jesus. As a grown man, John
also testified to the coming of Christ.

Examination of Conscience...
John the Baptist was preaching a message
of repentance. What are some of the
reasons I need to repent so I can be
reconciled to God's forgiveness?
Each of us is called to share our faith and
to use our God-given talents to point others
to Christ. What talents do I have the will
help bring people to Christ?
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD,
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017

Advent is a time to prioritize God, overcome
indifference, Pope Francis says

US Bishops: Congress can still address
"fundamental flaws" in tax law

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/advent-is-atime-to-prioritize-god-overcome-indifference-pope-says27012

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/bishopscongress-can-still-address-fundamental-flaws-in-tax-law54911

Vatican City, Dec 3, 2017 / 04:30 am (CNA/EWTN
News).- On Sunday Pope Francis kicked off the Church's
Advent season saying it is a time to let go of the worldly
distractions that take us away from God, and focus on
being closer to him through prayer and concern for others.
Referring to 0the day's readings, which stress the
importance of being vigilant, the Pope said “the watchful
person is one who, in the noise of the world, does not let
themselves be overwhelmed by distraction or
superficiality, but lives in a full and conscious way, with a
concern above all for others.”
With this attitude, we quickly become aware “of the tears
and necessity of our neighbor and we can also welcome the
human and spiritual qualities and capacities,” he said,
adding that an attentive person, “also turns to the world,
trying to counteract indifference and the cruelty of it,
rejoicing in the treasures of beauty that exist and must be
preserved.”
Pope Francis spoke to pilgrims present in St. Peter's Square
for his Angelus address, which took place on the first
Sunday of Advent.
He focused his address on the day's Gospel reading from
Mark, in which Jesus tells his disciples to “Be watchful!
Be alert!,” because “you do not know when the time will
come.”
Advent, he said, is a time given to us “to welcome the Lord
who comes to meet us, to verify our desire for God, to look
ahead and prepare ourselves for the return of Christ.”
Christ will return again at Christmas, when we remember
how he came to us “in the humility of the human
condition.” However, Christ also comes to each of us
“every time we are disposed to receive him,” Francis said,
and “he will come again at the end of time to judge the
living and the dead.”

Washington D.C., Dec 4, 2017 / 04:00 pm (CNA/EWTN
News).- A Senate tax reform bill passed Dec. 2, like its
counterpart passed earlier by the House of Representatives,
has “fundamental flaws,” according to a statement from the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
The bill-reconciliation process, begun in Washington
today, offers an opportunity for legislators to address the
bills’ shortfalls, the bishops say. “Congress must act now
to fix the fundamental flaws found in both bills, and
choose the policy approaches that help individuals and
families struggling within our society,” said Bishop Frank
J. Dewane of Venice, Florida, chairman of the U.S.
Bishops’ Committee on Domestic Justice and Human
Development, in a statement released Saturday.
Dewane added that the bishops are reviewing the Senate’s
final version of tax reform legislation. They will provide
analysis and comments on key improvements they think
are necessary to include in the bill’s final version.
Two separate versions of the tax reform bill were passed
by the House of Representatives and the Senate. The
versions differ on the specifics of some deductions and
credits, and these differences will need to be reconciled
before the legislature approves a final bill.
The bishops cautioned that the reconciled version should
prioritize poor and struggling families and individuals.
“For the sake of all people—but especially those we
ought, in justice, to prioritize—Congress should advance a
final tax reform bill only if it meets the key moral
considerations outlined in our previous letters,” Dewane
stated.
“Congress must take adequate time to analyze the
complexities of these proposed reforms, and make certain
that the nation does not further enshrine indifference
toward the poor into law,” the bishops added.

