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From the Director of Faith Formation 

November 30, 2017  Vol. 4  Issue 48 

 

Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to 

you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish 

Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by 

email to mboruta@stjudes.net  

             

Advent begins Sunday, Dec. 3. One 

of the ways you can make this 

Advent special is to check out the 

different activities found on 

FORMED.org FREE to all St. Jude 

Parishioners once you register online 

at www.formed.org using the parish 

code ab11f6 

Parishioners can view a large 

number of quality films from home 

including Mary of Nazareth plus 

books and other Catholic interest 

materials. Mary of Nazareth tells 

about the childhood of Mary, her 

marriage to Joseph, the birth of 

Jesus, the flight into Egypt, and the 

Holy Family’s return to Nazareth.  

 Check out this 2-minute online video 

clip from Bishop Barron: “What’s 

Unique about Advent?”  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

MoT-sUyvw8g  And, be sure to 

listen to this week’s radio homily. It 

speaks about our need for Jesus. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resource

s/homily/we-need-a-savior/4566/ 

 

  Sign up for THE BEST ADVENT EVER! 

  Even though this may be the shortest Advent ever, you can  

  make it the Best Advent Ever by participating in Matthew  

  Kelly's Dynamic Catholic 2017 version of the Best Advent Ever 

FREE to all members of St. Jude. Simply sign up with your name and e-mail 

address at www.dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever  

Then on December 3, starting with the first Sunday of Advent, you’ll receive 

daily e-mails with short inspirational videos from Matthew Kelly and Dr. 

Allen Hunt plus practical tips for everyday life and personal stories from 

Dynamic Catholic team members. You’ll enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience of Christmas because you’ve prepared for it in a unique way.  

    Daily Advent Wreath Prayers 

    Again this year, we suggest praying an Advent Prayer 

    at the evening meal. If you do not have an Advent  

    Wreath in your home, purchase four candles, three  

    purple and one pink, and place them on your kitchen 

table. Light the candles each night before supper and say the Advent prayer 

before your meal prayers. Recite the prayer for this First Week of Advent, 

and then read the Prayer for the day.  

 

First Week of Advent: Prayer around the Advent Wreath 

Lord Jesus Christ, we await your Second Coming as we prepare for your 

First Coming at Christmas. Be near us now as we light the first candle of our 

Advent wreath. As this light grows brighter we are reminded that you are 

already here, in your Word, in your Church, in the faces of those in need and 

our love for each other. 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY: December 3
    

Let us pray 

We hear the glad sounds around us of people preparing for the coming of 

Jesus. We thank you, Jesus, coming each year in a special way. During this 

month, everyone seems more loving and kind.  

Through prayers, help us to keep this feeling of joy  

all year long. God the Father has sent you to us to  

know, to love, and to serve you. If sometimes we  

forget, please help us.  

MONDAY: December 4  Let us pray 

Thank you, God, for this beautiful world you have 
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given us – the day and the night, the sky with its sun, moon, and stars, the earth with its trees and plants, the waters 

with its fish. Thank you for the animals of every kind, and for all the people you put here for us to love. When we feel 

sad or sick, please watch over us, and help us to remember to call upon you. We know that there are good days and bad 

days, happy times and sad time, sick feelings and well feelings, and that you are with us through all these times if we 

ask you to be. Please stay with us. 

TUESDAY: December 5  Let us pray 

Dear God, help us to say we are sorry when we are wrong. Help us to say “that’s OK” when someone hurts us. Help us 

to say “I still like you” when we know someone does not love us. All of this will be hard to do, but we will try. 

WEDNESDAY: December 6  Let us pray 

Dear God, you send your bright dawn to light up the lives of all men and women. Please, God, help us to be strong to 

do what you ask. Help us to make Christ welcome when he comes this Christmas.  

THURSDAY: December 7  Let us pray 

Help us to be kind to others and to treat them as we would want them to treat us. Keep us from the feelings inside us at 

times to do wrong and to hurt others. Help us to not speak badly about others. Give us faith, which is believing in God 

and what he teaches, and peace to fight against fear. Hold us in your hand and help us to know that you are with us. 

FRIDAY: December 8   Let us pray 

What can we give you, God? You have everything already. What do you want most of all from us? We give you what 

we think is most important – ourselves – our hearts, our minds, and our souls. Take them, Lord. 

SATURDAY: December 9  Let us pray 

O Lord, as we reach the end of our first week of Christmas preparation, we thank for letting us know you a little better. 

We asked him to help us forgive others when they hurt us. We asked him to love others when they do not love us. We 

asked him to help us be kind to others and treat them as we would want them to treat us. We asked him to protect us. 

And after this whole week, we offer him our hearts, which are no cleaner and holier than they were a week ago. 

 

   December 3, 2017 - First Sunday of Advent, Cycle B 

  

 Read Mark 13:33-37  (You may want to listen to Bishop Barron’s radio homily at this time.) 

 https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/we-need-a-savior/4566/  

  

 Pray with the Word  (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.) 

 God our maker, tear open the heavens and come down! Keep us faithful to building your kingdom  

 and alert to your presence in those around us. Strengthen us to the end by your grace, that we may  

 faithfully keep watch for the glorious coming our Redeemer. Through Christ our Lord . Amen  

  

 Prepare for the Word   (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.) 

How do you keep yourself focused on a task? 

What kind of preparations have already begun in your home for Christmas? 

Reflect on the Word   (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.) 

 Think of a time that you were not watchful or alert.  

 Jesus speaks to you today. what must you wake up to? 

  

 Act on the Word    (Use these ideas to act on the readings during the week.) 

 There is so much to do before Christmas arrives, and preparations begin earlier and earlier each year. Advertisements 

and sales are luring us into consuming, and it is difficult to fight against the urge to consume! How might you slow 
 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/we-need-a-savior/4566/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 down so you can better prepare for what really matters during Christmas, the coming of the infant Jesus? Jesus calls us 

to be alert and awake – we must wake up to the needs of those around us and to the world  around us. Reach out to 

someone who needs your help this week and help him or her. During the season of Advent, commit to praying with and 

for each person and helping each person that you identified during Mass this week.  

Thanks for giving us permission to use this copy to The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyrighted 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.  

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily for the First Sunday of Advent 

The single biggest challenge of the Advent season is to feel our need for a savior. The truth is, we can't 

solve our problem through an act of the will, because the perversion of the will is the problem. We need 

 help. We need the intervention of a loving God who will shape us anew. We need a savior.  

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/we-need-a-savior/4566/  

Check out wordonfire.org for Bishop Barron’s radio message for 2017 

  Saint Alphonsus Offers On-going Programs & Activities for our Seniors 

      St. Alphonsus provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. All  

    programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including  

    non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program  

    Voicemail at 616-913-4419 or e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com Phone this number 

    to obtain the Calendar of events. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 Home Lesson Plans for December 3, 2017     First Sunday of Advent 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)  During the busy preparations for Christmas,  

young children can easily lose focus on the reason for our celebration. Advent reminds us of the  

importance of attending to our spiritual life so that we will be ready to receive Jesus when he comes  

again. 

Materials Needed An index card with a circle drawn near the right edge and a cross drawn approximately 3 inches to the 

left of the circle 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Prepare an index card as described above. Show your children the index card and tell them that the circle represents the 

earth. Ask if they know what the cross represents. 

Invite one of your children to hold the index card about nine inches from his or her nose, close his or her right eye, look 

only at the “earth,” and tell the class what happens to the cross. The child may need to move the card closer or farther 

away. In the correct position, the cross will seem to disappear. Instruct your child to move the card closer and the cross 

will reappear.  

 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/we-need-a-savior/4566/
mailto:vscholten18@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say: Only when we keep both eyes open are we able to see both the cross and the earth. It is important that we keep 

ourselves mindful and focused on Jesus, no matter what else is going on in our lives. 

Say: Jesus promised his disciples and us that he would return someday. But only God the Father knows when that day 

will be. When Jesus talked to his disciples about his return, he warned them to keep their eyes open because he would 

return suddenly. Let’s listen to what Jesus says to us about this in today’s Gospel. 

Read today’s Gospel, Mark 13:33-37. Or Use the video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRImjFK0ZuY  

Say: Jesus wants us to be ready when he returns. What are some things that we might do to keep ourselves ready to 

receive Jesus? (daily prayer, reading Scripture, staying faithful to God’s commandments, and so on) During Advent we 

promise to do these things more faithfully so that we will be ready to receive Jesus when he comes again. 

Conclude in prayer together that we will use the season of Advent to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ coming. 

Read as a concluding prayer Paul’s words to the Corinthians found in today’s second reading, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, or 

pray the Lord’s Prayer. Or conclude with the song “Stay Awake.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5Z3lrvr76g  

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)  - Well aware of the temptations of distractions and the danger of 

procrastination, older children can appreciate Jesus’ message of vigilance in anticipation of the coming of the Son of 

Man. We can remind them of the importance of prayer and faithfulness to God as ways to honor Jesus’ command to be 

alert and ready for his return in glory. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Invite your family to imagine the following situation: Your parent has instructed you to clean your room. Imagine that 

your room is really messy. Your parent will be inspecting your room in one hour and will expect it to be clean. What do 

you do? Point out that most of them would probably not procrastinate if they knew the deadline was imminent. 

Say: Now imagine this same situation with one minor change: You do not know when your parent will return to check 

on your room. Does this change how you will act after your parent leaves? If so, how? Allow time for your family to 

discuss the various possibilities. 

Say: Sometimes we act differently when we don’t have a deadline. Without a deadline, we often succumb to the 

temptation to procrastinate or to let ourselves be distracted by other things. Jesus warned his disciples that the coming of 

the Son of Man would be much like the second situation we considered. Let’s listen carefully to this warning found in 

today’s Gospel. 

Read Mark 13:33-37. Or use this  video clip   http s://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM33WVPu6Bk  

Say: In today’s Gospel Jesus is responding to a question from his disciples about how they will know when the Son of 

Man, Jesus, will return in glory. What does Jesus tell them about when this will happen? (Only the Father knows when 

the Son of Man will return in glory.) Why do you think this is more like the second situation we discussed above? (The 

timeframe is unknown.) What does Jesus tell his disciples that they should do in the meantime? (They should be alert 

and watchful.) 

Say: During Advent, we do more than just prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Christ. The Church also wants us to 

remember that we must keep ourselves ready to receive Christ when he comes to us in our daily lives and at the end of 

time. Like the disciples, Jesus wants us to be watchful and alert so that we might recognize the signs of Christ in our 

midst. What are some things that we do to keep ourselves ready to receive Christ? (daily prayer, reading Scripture, 

staying faithful to God’s commandments, and so on) 

Conclude in prayer together that we will use the season of Advent to re-commit ourselves to being watchful and alert to 

the signs of Christ in our midst.  

Read as a concluding prayer Paul’s words to the Corinthians found in today’s second reading, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, or 

pray the Lord’s Prayer. Or Conclude with this song: Stay Awake” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5Z3lrvr76g  

 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8)  - Most young people know that during Advent we focus on actions 

that prepare us to welcome Christ in our celebration of Christmas. We can help them to understand that these same 

actions also help us to recognize Christ’s presence in the sacraments and in our daily lives and prepare us to welcome 

Christ when he returns in glory. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRImjFK0ZuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5Z3lrvr76g
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5Z3lrvr76g


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

Ask the your children to imagine that they have been asked to plan a birthday party. Ask how the immediate 

preparations for a party are different from the advance preparations. Then ask if one set of activities is more important 

than the other.  

Say: In the hours before the party, we focus our attention and energy on getting things ready, but all that we previously 

did to prepare contributes to the party’s success too. 

Say: This Sunday we begin the Church season of Advent, when people focus their attention on preparing for the 

celebration of Christmas, which is just a few weeks away. However, the Gospel for this first Sunday of Advent makes no 

mention of the birth of Jesus. Let’s listen carefully to it. 

Read Mark 13:33-37. Or use the following  video clip:. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM33WVPu6Bk  

Ask your children to restate in their own words what Jesus tells his disciples. 

Say: Jesus tells his disciples that they must stay watchful and ready because they do not know when the Son of Man will 

return. This Sunday’s reading reminds us that Advent is not only about preparing for the celebration of Christmas but 

also about keeping ourselves ready to receive Christ when he comes to us in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples, 

we do not know when this will be. We, too, are called to be watchful and always ready. 

Ask: What are some things that we can do to stay alert and ready to welcome Christ when he returns in glory? (pray 

daily, read the Scripture, follow Jesus, keep the commandments, love and serve others) Observe that these same actions 

help us prepare to celebrate Christmas. They also help us to recognize Christ’s presence in the sacraments and in our 

daily lives. Encourage the your children to prepare their hearts to welcome Christ by engaging in one or more of these 

activities during Advent. 

Conclude by praying together the psalm for this Sunday, Psalm 80, expressing hope for salvation and praying that we 

will always be ready to welcome Christ into our hearts. 

Or use the song, Come Lord Jesus, Come 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYINVP5EsrA&list=RDOYINVP5EsrA&t=90  

 

              JAIL & PRISON CHRISTMAS DRIVE                
            Your support is urgently needed to help those imprisoned in area jails, prisons

          and juvenile detention centers.  You can help by purchasing the following  

          items and bringing them to Cathedral Square downtown by Monday December 11... 

            NEW  WHITE TUBE SOCKS 

            NEW  READING GLASSES - PLASTIC Frames only  +1.0, +1.25 & +3.0 powers 

   TRAVEL SIZES ONLY of these items...   SHAMPOO  

       CONDITIONER 

       BODY WASH 

       MOISTURIZING LOTION 

       DEODORANT 

       LIP BALM       

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM33WVPu6Bk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYINVP5EsrA&list=RDOYINVP5EsrA&t=90


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

B 

 

 

 

1111 

  

   

  

  

  

November 30
th

 Thursday 

8:30 am School Mass in church 

 9:30 -11:00 am Women’s Faith Sharing- Kelly Conf. Rm. 

6:30 to 8:30 pm Fun-Raiser Meeting - Kelly Conf. Rm. 

7:00 to 8:45 pm K of C Meeting - Brophy Center 

7:15 – 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study in ASA Rm. N-10 

8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA Gym 

December 1
st
  Friday 

8:30 am Mass in chapel 

Adoration in Chapel after Mass 

4:30 to 8:00 pm FREE Soup Supper - Brophy Center 

 

 

 

 

December 2
nd

  Saturday                                                                                                                            

3:00 pm Confessions; 4:00 pm Mass 

December 3
rd

  Sunday 

8:30 and 10:30 am Mass   

Lord’s Lambs and Children’s liturgy of the Word during 

the 10:30 am Mass 

5:30 to 7:00 pm Classes for all children in grades 1-8 

attending public school 

6:45 pm Parents and Children meet for Advent Prayer 

service in church 

December 4
th

 Monday  
8:30 am Communion Service in chapel 

7:30 pm Women’s Bible Study -Thaddeus Ctr. Mtg. Rm. 

December 5
th

  Tuesday 

8:30 am Mass in chapel  

7:30 -  8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Rm 

8:00 to 10:00 pm Men’s Basketball in the ASA gym 

December 6
th

 Wednesday 

Mass 8:30 am in chapel 

 9:00 am to noon Sr. Men’s Club -Thaddeus Ctr. Mtg. Rm. 

 6:30 - 8:45 pm Support Croup -Thaddeus Ctr. Mtg. Room  

 

        Sue Wuorinen,  

  Evangelization & Youth  

  Coordinator   

  (616) 363-6885            

  Cell:  (616) 560-8107     

  Email to:       

  swuorinen@stjudes.net 
    

 
 

 

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society  or contact Sue 

Wuorinen at:  (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email 

swuorinen@stjudes.net  

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to 

view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:  

(616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net  

Give a Millennium Center Walkway Brick 

Give the gift that lasts...a brick on the Millennium  

Center walkway customized with the individual or family 

name. Contact Linda in the Parish Office at (616) 363-6885. 

email to lparks@stjudes.net  

  

       

          
  

                 
 

 

 

 

       

 

. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

FREE Soup Supper on Friday - December 1 

Your choice of  hot & delicious soups served  

with rolls & butter, dessert and beverage. And, 

it’s FREE.  Serving in the Brophy Center from  

4:30 pm to 8:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

 

mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net
http://www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace=calendar
mailto:swuorinen@stjudes.net


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                   for 

                   Nov. / Dec.  2017 
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A 

360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center 

located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.   

For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267.  Register online:  http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-

registration 

"Isaiah:  The Prophet of Hope"    

Thursday, November 30,  7:00 pm-8:45pm          

With Fr. Paulo Puccini, CSP  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Prepare for Advent with this exploration of the prophecies of Isaiah. Fr. Puccini will review the tense political situation in 

Israel and unpack the power of Isaiah's message. $10 donation is suggested. 

"The Bible and the Virgin Mary:  Always a Mother"                                                                             

Monday, December 4, 7:00 pm-8:30pm 

With Fr. Rene Constanza, CSP and Monika Dauksts 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Mary of the Scriptures and of devotion comes alive in a whole new way in this powerful and inspiring series. $10 

donation is suggested. 

"Sin & Grace:  Are they Relevant Terms for Today?"                                                                             

Wednesday, December 6,  7:00 pm-8:45pm          

With Fr. Joe Lally, CSP 

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Join Fr. Joe as he looks at Sin and Grace from a mystical viewpoint.  Do they speak to our desire for oneness with 

God???  $10 donation is suggested. 

"Divorce Recovery & Support Group"    

Wednesday, December 6,  7:30 pm-8:45pm 

With Jim Kline  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

For all those who are divorced or who are on the way to becoming divorced, this support group is led by those who have 

been through divorce themselves and offers a pathway to personal growth.  $15 cost for the series.  

"Christmas Without the Crib?  -  Mark's Gospel in Advent"    

Wednesday, December 13,  7:00 pm-8:30pm 

With Fr. John Geaney, CSP  

CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267 

Even though the Gospel of Mark does not have a version of the Christmas story, it still has plenty to talk about. Join Fr. 

Geaney as he explores Advent in the Gospel of Mark. $10 donation is suggested. 

http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/course-registration
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267
tel:(616)%20459-7267


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Jude Parishioners can view from home a large number of quality films including Mary of Nazareth plus books and 

other Catholic interest materials.  

FREE to all St. Jude Parishioners. Register online at www.formed.org and use the parish code ab11f6  

 

http://www.formed.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth ministry must reflect young people’s 

diversity, US cardinal says 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/youth-ministry-

must-reflect-young-peoples-diversity-us-cardinal-says-91782 

 

Baltimore, Md., Nov 13, 2017 / 11:14 am (CNA/EWTN 

First Sunday of Advent 

December 3 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-

faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-

sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection 

Today we begin the season of Advent, 

which marks the start of a new liturgical 

year for the Church.  This week and next 

our readings from Mark’s Gospel present 

two important Advent themes: the Lord’s 

return at the end of time and John the 

Baptist’s preparation for Jesus. Today’s 

Gospel is taken from the end of Mark’s 

Gospel, the chapter that immediately 

precedes Mark’s account of Jesus’ Passion. 

Having been questioned repeatedly by the 

scribes and the Pharisees, Jesus is now 

questioned by his disciples—Peter, James, 

John, and Andrew—who want details 

about his prediction of the destruction of 

the Temple. Jesus answers with many 

warnings about the difficulties that the 

disciples will face. 

Today’s passage comes at the conclusion 

of Jesus’ warnings to his disciples. Jesus 

emphasizes the need for watchfulness. The 

Son of Man will come without warning; 

only the Father knows the exact hour. The 

disciples must not be caught unprepared 

when this time comes. 

Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was 

written around the time of the destruction 

of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. 

Mark’s audience consisted of Christians 

who were living in difficult social and 

political times, times of conflict. They were 

likely beginning to face persecution as 

followers of Jesus. In this difficult time, it 

helped to recall that Jesus had foretold of 

such difficulties. Early Christian 

communities took courage from Jesus’ 

warning to remain alert and watchful, and 

they found in his words a way to persevere 

through suffering. 

Advent is about more than our preparation 

for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s 

birth at Christmas. Advent is also about 

preparing ourselves for Christ’s return in 

glory at the end of time. Like the disciples 

and the faithful in Mark’s community, we 

must also stay alert and watchful. Our 

faithfulness to God, through the good times 

as well as the difficult times, shows us to 

be ready for the coming of the Son of Man. 

Read the Sunday Gospel… 

Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org  for the readings:  

Mark 13:33-37  http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120317.cfm 

Read the Gospel 

Jesus warns his disciples to be watchful so that they will be ready when 
the Son of Man comes. 

What is the message and how can you respond to it?  

In family life, we try to prepare ourselves for many future things: our 

next vacation, our children’s education, our retirement. We are careful 

not to allow ourselves to be caught by surprise so that we can handle 

any challenges our family may face. Today’s Gospel reminds us that we 

are called to be just as attentive and alert to the coming of the Son of 

Man so that it will not catch us unprepared. This means attending to our 

family’s spiritual life as carefully as we attend to other important family 

matters. 

Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.  

As you gather as a family, talk about a time when you received surprise 

visitors at your house, perhaps a neighbor who stopped by or a relative 

who arrived unannounced. Was your household prepared to receive this 

unannounced guest? What might your family have done differently if you 

knew ahead of time that this visitor was going to arrive? Jesus told his 

disciples that no one knows when the Son of Man will return, except the 

Father. Read with your family what Jesus told his disciples in today’s 

Gospel, Mark 13:33-37. 

Taken from:  https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-

year/sunday-connection/first-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection 

 

Did You Know…  

...that the readings for Sunday Mass are arranged  

on a three-year cycle? Each year features a  

different Gospel—Matthew, Mark, or Luke.  

Readings from the Gospel of John are  

interspersed throughout all three years. 

 

Examination of Conscience... 

How does the Season of Advent encourage 
me to pay closer attention to my actions 
and behaviors? 

What best helps me to walk in the Light 
of the Lord? 

How can I share the Good News with 
other people. 
 

We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication: 
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD, 
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017  
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Pope Francis: What matters in the end is how 

well we loved 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-

what-matters-in-the-end-is-how-well-we-loved-52367 

 

Vatican City, Nov 26, 2017 / 06:07 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- On Sunday Pope Francis said that when the Final 

Judgment comes, what will matter most is how much we 

loved God and others, especially through daily, concrete 

acts of charity toward those most in need. 

“At the end of our life we will be judged on love, that is, 

on our concrete commitment to love and serve Jesus in the 

least of our brothers and the needy,” the Pope said Nov. 

26. 

“Jesus will come at the end of time to judge all the nations, 

but he (also) comes to us every day, in so many ways, and 

asks us to welcome him.” 

Pope Francis spoke to around 30,000 people gathered in St. 

Peter’s Square before leading the Angelus prayer. 

Celebrating the Solemnity of Christ the King, the Pope 

offered a reflection on the Last Judgment and Jesus’ 

“criteria” for entering the Kingdom of Heaven.   

He explained how at the second coming, when Jesus 

appears “in divine glory,” he will summon all of humanity 

to him, separating the righteous from the unrighteous. And 

to the righteous he will say: “Come, blessed of my Father, 

receive as inheritance the kingdom prepared for you since 

the creation of the world.” 

This is because: “I was hungry and you gave me food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and 

you welcomed me, naked and you dressed me, sick and 

you visited me, I was in prison and you came to see me.” 

Francis noted how when Jesus speaks about the Final 

Judgment to his disciples, the men are surprised by his 

words, because they don’t remember meeting Jesus, let 

alone helping him in this way. So Jesus explains what he 

meant: “All you did to one of these the least of my 

brothers, you did to me.” 

Pope Francis: For Christians, work is more 

than an occupation, it's a mission 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-for-

christians-work-is-more-than-an-occupation-its-a-mission-

49067  

 

Vatican City, Nov 24, 2017 / 11:46 am (CNA/EWTN 

News).- In a letter for the conclusion of a conference on 

labor on Friday, Pope Francis said work is about more than 

just doing something for money, but about cooperating 

with Christ’s work of redemption in how we care for 

others and the earth. 

“According to Christian tradition, (work) is more than a 

mere doing; it is a mission,” the Pope said Nov. 24. 

“We collaborate with the creative work of God when, 

through our work, we cultivate and preserve creation; we 

participate, in the Spirit of Jesus, in his redemptive 

mission, when by our activity we give sustenance to our 

families and respond to the needs of our neighbor.” 

Jesus of Nazareth, who spent most of his life working as a 

carpenter, “invites us to follow in his footsteps through 

work,” he continued. This way, in the words of St. 

Ambrose, “every worker is the hand of Christ who 

continues to create and to do good.” 

Pope Francis sent the letter for the conclusion of a Nov. 

23-24 international conference at the Vatican on work and 

worker’s movements, and how these are at the heart of 

sustainable and integral human development. 

At the same time that we consider the value of work, the 

Pope stressed the importance of not exaggerating the 

“mystical” side of work, as observed by Pope Paul VI. The 

person “is not just work,” Francis said. “There are other 
human needs that we must cultivate and consider, such as 

family, friends, and rest.” This is why, he stated, it is 

important to remember that work must always serve the 

human person, and not the other way around. Therefore, 

“we must question the structures that damage or exploit 

people, families, the companies and our mother earth,” he 

said. 
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