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Get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to
you...contact Mary Ellen at the Parish
Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by
email to mboruta@stjudes.net
From the Director of Faith Formation

Should weather cause Sunday evening
classes to be cancelled. here is how you
can check:
1. Check out the cancellations which
will appear on the local TV stations
Channels 4 and 8 and 13.
2. We will also try to send an e-mail to
all families involved if classes are
cancelled.
The Confirmation Meeting for Parents
or Sponsors and Candidates including
those from ASA will be held this
Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the
Brophy Center. Candidates will receive
worksheets for the book, The Spirit Sets
Us Free. Sponsors or parents will
receive materials to work with the
candidates between now and our next
meeting on April 8 at the 10:30 am
Mass. We need everyone to be present.
Beginning in mid January we will move
the Walking through the Old Testament
on film to Tuesday evenings. Our first
film will be Joseph shown over two
weeks beginning January 23.

January 11th Thursday
8:30 am School Mass in church
7:15 to 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study, Room N-10
January 12th Friday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
January 13th Saturday
3:00 pm Confessions 4:00 pm Mass
January 14th Sunday
8:30 and 10:30 am Mass
K of C Breakfast Buffet in Brophy Center
11:00 am to 3:00 pm LAOH meeting in the Thaddeus Center
1:30 to 2:00 pm Right to Life Board Meeting - Kelly Conference Room
2:00 to 3:00 pm Right to Life Prayer Service in the church
5:30 to 7:00 pm Sunday evening Classes
5:30 pm Confirmation meeting - Brophy Center
January 15th Monday
No ASA School
8:30 am Communion Service
6:30 to 7:30 pm Baptism Class - Kelly Conference Room
7:00 to 8:30 Women’s Bible Study in the Thaddeus Center
7:30 to 9:00 pm Mom’s Group in the Youth Ministry Room
January 16th Tuesday
8:30 am Mass in chapel
9:00 to 10:00 Birthday Coffee for January - Brophy Center
6:30 to 7:30 pm Cub Scouts Meeting - Brophy Center
7:30 to 8:45 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conference Room
January 17th Wednesday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
8:00 to 12:00 noon Sr. Men’s Club in the Thaddeus Center
11:30 am to 2:00 pm 55+ Lunch - Brophy Center
6:00 to 8:45 pm Choristers and Adult Choir in church lower level
6:30 to 8:00 pm Pastoral Council meeting - Millennium Conference Room
6:30 to 8:45 pm Support Group in the Thaddeus Center

Introduction to Ordinary Time during Winter
Ordinary Time begins this week. We have several weeks of Ordinary Time
before Lent and Easter interrupts up to the thirty-four weeks of Ordinary
Time we celebrate each year. There are three different Lectionary Cycles
we celebrate over a three year time period. This year, Year B, we focus
on the Gospel of Mark. In Year 1 our focus is on Matthew’s Gospel; in
Year 3 our focus will be on Luke’s Gospel. John’s Gospel is used throughout all three cycles especially for more
solemn celebrations.
Mark’s Gospel is the shortest of all four gospels and is believed to be the oldest or the first written. It is the shorter than
Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels because Mark doesn’t have an infancy narrative, or the Christmas story. Likewise Mark
doesn’t have another biblical source which both Matthew and Luke use for their gospels.
Therefore, during Year B we read more of John’s Gospel than we do during the other two cycles. This Second Sunday
of Ordinary Time Mark is not read as we would expect. Instead we read about the calling of the disciples according
John. Note here in John’s Gospel, it is Andrew, the bother of Simon Peter, who is called first. On the third Sunday in
Ordinary Time we will read Mark’s version of calling of the disciples. In Mark’s version Simon Peter and Andrew are
called at the same time to follow Jesus. This is an excellent example how the “details” in the different gospels may
vary, but the calling of the disciples is the same. Who was called first Andrew or Peter we can’t really say other than we
have two different versions of their calling.
Whatever the reason, this week’s gospel reading is not given much attention in the reflection from the LIVING THE
WORD resource. Instead the reflection will focus on the First Reading from Samuel and the Responsorial Psalm. Next
week’s reflection will address our call to discipleship.

LIVING THE WORD: January 14, 2018
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Cycle B
Read John 1:35-42
(You might want to listen to Bishop Barron’s radio homily at this time)
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/staying-with-the-lord/951/
Pray with the Word (Pray with this text before and after attending Mass.)
O God, you reveal the signs of your presence among us in the Church, in the liturgy, and in our
brothers and sisters. Let no word of yours ever fall by the wayside or be rendered ineffective
through our indifference or neglect. Rather, make us quick to recognize your saving plan whenever
we encounter it, and keep us ready always to serve your prophets and apostles of your kingdom.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen
Prepare for the Word (Before attending Mass, reflect on these questions to help prepare to hear the readings.)
Think of a time when you misheard a friend: Why did you hear them incorrectly? Were you expecting something
different to be said? What made you realize you hadn’t heard correctly?
What does it mean to you to have a friend “be there” for you? What’s the difference between a friends who only show
up when fun things are happening, or they need something, and friends who are there is rough times too?
Reflect on the Word (After attending Mass, reflect on these questions.)
In the First Reading, (1 Samuel 3:3 b- 10, 19) we hear that Samuel tells God that he is listening, but we don’t hear what
God had to say to him. What do you think God Said to Samuel? How do you think Samuel knew God was with him as
he grew up?
The Responsorial Psalm is Psalm 40: “Here am I, Lord: I come to do your will.” How do you “show up” for God? How
do you do God’s will at work or at home? With your friends? With your family? In the greater community or world?
Thanks for giving us permission to use this copy to The Living Word 2017-2018 Copyrighted 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications.

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle B
When we witness something beautiful, something important, we desire to share it with others,
just as St. John did when he said to his disciples, "Behold the Lamb of God" - and just as those
disciples did when they spread the good news of the Messiah. We quest to know God, to follow
God, but more important is God's quest for us and our willingness to heed his call.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/staying-with-the-lord/951/
Check out wordonfire.org for Bishop Barron’s radio message for 2018.

Saint Alphonsus Offers On-going Programs & Activities for our Seniors
St. Alphonsus provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. All
programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including
non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program
Voicemail at 616-913-4419 Phone this number to obtain the Calendar of events or
e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com

Lesson Plans for January 14 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) Our faith in Jesus is based upon the witness of others and
our own relationship with Jesus that is developed through our life of prayer. Young children learn about Jesus from
others, but their growth in faith is also based upon their personal prayer and spirituality.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Say: The Gospel this week tells us that people wanted to follow Jesus because they had heard from others how special he
was.
Read today’s Gospel, John 1:35-42. Show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ch61QGfbMw
Ask: Who does the Gospel say was first to tell people about Jesus? (John the Baptist) Who was next? (Andrew and
another disciple) Who did Andrew tell about Jesus? (his brother, Simon)
Say: The first disciples wanted to follow Jesus because they had gotten to know him. The more we learn about Jesus, the
more we want to follow him. That is why we pray and go to Mass and gather for religious education.
Conclude in prayer together that we will continue to know Jesus better and to follow him always.
Pray together the Glory Be to the Father. (Click on this link.)
Or sing the song: Here I am Lord https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcxOkht8w7c

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) Faith development typically beings with the acceptance of
the words and witness of others. The development later progresses to an appropriation and experience of faith that is more
fully one’s own. At every stage of faith, however, we seek and find Jesus with the community of believers, the Church.

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Ask your children to imagine that they are seeking information about a sports team or a club that they wish to join.
Ask: What are some things that you could do to find out if this particular sport or club is something you want to be a part
of? (Read information about the team or club, research what other people or organizations report about the team or club,
talk to other people who have been part of the team in the past or who have been members of the club, or talk to current
members.) Discuss which method of information gathering would be the most persuasive and helpful to our decision
making.
Say: All the ideas you named would be helpful in providing the information you need. But the experiences of other
people are often more persuasive than other forms of information. Advertisements are good examples of ways in which
information is provided by presenting the experiences that people have had with a particular product.
In today’s Gospel, we learn how Jesus’ first disciples learned about Jesus. Let’s listen carefully.
Read aloud today’s Gospel, John 1:35-42. View this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKBfHXV9ScU
Ask: Who does the Gospel say was the first to tell people about Jesus? (John the Baptist) Who was next? (Andrew and
another disciple) Whom did Andrew tell? (his brother, Simon) The first community of Jesus’ disciples learned about
Jesus from other people. When these people came to Jesus, they learned for themselves who Jesus was, and then they
wanted to be his followers.
Say: This is one of the most important aspects of our faith. No one is a disciple of Jesus alone. To be a follower of Jesus
is to be part of a community of disciples. Today we call that community the Church.
Conclude in prayer together that the Church will continue to witness to others all that we have learned about Jesus.
Pray together the Apostles’ Creed. (Click on this link)
Or sing the song: Here I am Lord https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcxOkht8w7c

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) Young people first learn about Jesus through the witness of
others in the community of faith. We can foster continued growth in faith by encouraging each of them to nurture a
personal relationship with Christ through prayer and the celebration of the sacraments.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Ask your children to follow these directions as they consider their preferred option in the following situations:
* Raise your right hand if you like hearing a friend describe a movie; raise your left hand if you would you rather go to
see the movie yourself.
* Fold your arms if you enjoy reading about concerts performed by your favorite musical artists; wave your hands in the
air if you would prefer to go to the concert yourself.
*Stay seated if you like to read about the latest video games; stand up if you would rather play these games yourself.
Say: Hearing or reading about others’ experiences can be helpful. However, we prefer to participate in our favorite
activities and want to experience them firsthand.
Say: In this Sunday’s Gospel, we see how Jesus’ disciples learned about Jesus from others, but then got to know Jesus
for themselves. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel.
Read aloud John 1:35–42. View this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKBfHXV9ScU
Ask: From whom did the disciples first learn about Jesus? (John the Baptist) What did John the Baptist call Jesus? (the
Lamb of God) What did Jesus say when the disciples asked him where he was staying? (“Come, and you will see.”)
Observe that Jesus answered the disciples’ question by extending an invitation to them so that they could come to know
him firsthand.
Ask: What did Andrew do after spending the day with Jesus? (He told his brother Simon about Jesus.). Then what
happened? (Andrew brought Simon to Jesus.) Say: It wasn’t enough for Andrew to tell Simon about Jesus. Andrew
wanted Simon to have a firsthand experience of Jesus as well. The disciples became followers of Jesus because they
wanted to know him even better.

Say: Like the disciples, we first learn about Jesus from others. We get to know Jesus by developing a relationship with
him. How can we do this?(through prayer, by celebrating the sacraments) The better we know Jesus, the more we want to
follow him.
Conclude with a prayer asking God to help each person know Jesus better and follow him always.
Pray together the Apostles’ Creed. (Click on this link.)
Or sing the song: Here I am Lord https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcxOkht8w7c
Sue Wuorinen,
Evangelization & Youth
Coordinator
(616) 363-6885
Cell: (616) 560-8107
Email to:
swuorinen@stjudes.net

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society or contact Sue
Wuorinen at: (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email
swuorinen@stjudes.net 



Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to
view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:
(616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net

BAPTISMAL CLASS - January 15 - 6:30 PM
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
for
January, 2018
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A
360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center
located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.
For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267. Register online: http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/courseregistration
"Soul Speak: Group Spiritual Direction"
Monday, January 15, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Cami Mann, OFS
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Cami Mann as she continues the discussion on group spiritual direction. Cami Mann, OFS is a trained spiritual
director experienced in one-on-one and group spiritual direction. $10 cost per session per week.
Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Wednesday, January 17, 7:00 pm-8:45 pm
With Fr. John Geaney, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
A two-day workshop offered for those who are preparing to become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion in
addition to those already serving in the same capacity. $10 donation per session is required.
"The Origins and History of Anti-Semitism"
Thursday, January 18, 7:00 pm-8:30 pm
With Jaymie Perry
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Jaymie Perry is an internationally known and trained Holocaust educator. She is frequently asked: "Why have the Jewish
people been so persecuted?" To better understand this, Jaymie will explore historic anti-Semitism and will discuss
changes in Catholic/Jewish relations. $10 donation is suggested.
"Book Discussion "Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World" by Henri MJ Nouwen
Tuesday, January 23, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Cathy Hoekstra
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Cathy Hoekstra to as she explores the life of priest, psychologist and author, Henri MJ Nouwen. Henri Nouwen is
one of the greatest legacies in the Christian world. $10 donation per session is suggested.
Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Wednesday, January 24, 7:00 pm-8:45 pm
With Fr. John Geaney, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
A two-day workshop offered for those who are preparing to become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion in
addition to those already serving in the same capacity. $10 donation per session is required.

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 14
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholicfaith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/secondsunday-of-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection

We are familiar with the title that John the
Baptist uses for Jesus—the Lamb of God.
For those who heard John the Baptist,
however, this title recalled key themes
from the Old Testament. It alludes to the
paschal lamb offered as a sacrifice when
God freed the Israelites from slavery in
Egypt, the event that is commemorated by
the Jewish Passover celebration. The
designation also recalls the prophet Isaiah’s
description of the suffering servant of
Israel. In using this name for Jesus, John
the Baptist predicts Jesus’ passion and
death and the new interpretation of
Passover that begins with the Last Supper
We learn in today’s reading how Jesus’
first followers were gathered. The first two,
Andrew and another man, were followers
of John the Baptist. After hearing John’s
testimony, they became followers of Jesus.
During their time with Jesus, the details of
which are not specified, Andrew and the
other follower came to believe that Jesus
was the Messiah. Andrew then brings his
brother, Simon, to Jesus. Immediately,
Jesus gave Simon a new name, calling
him Peter, which means “rock” in Greek.
In the exchange between Andrew, the other
disciple, and Jesus, we see an example of
the usual pattern for first-century Jewish
rabbinical schools. Jews sought out rabbis
and established themselves as disciples of a
particular rabbi. Jesus appears to have been
unique in that he sought out individuals,
inviting them to be his followers. In the
passage that follows, John’s Gospel tells us
how Jesus took the initiative in calling
Philip and Nathanael.
Jesus asks Andrew and the other disciple,
“What are you looking for?” This is a
telling question, and one that we might
often ask of ourselves. John the Baptist
testified to Jesus’ identity, the Lamb of
God, using the framework of the Old
Testament. Andrew, Simon, and the other
first disciples were looking for the
Messiah, whom they also came to know as
the Son of God. What do we look for and
what do we find in Jesus?

Read the Sunday Gospel…
Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org for the readings:
Matthew 2:1-12 http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010718.cfm

Read the Gospel
John the Baptist recognizes Jesus as the Lamb of God, and Jesus
receives his first followers.
What is the message and how can you respond to it?
In today’s Gospel we learn about one of at least two family relations
that appear among Jesus’ first disciples. Andrew is the brother of
Simon, whom Jesus renames Peter. In next week’s Gospel, we will learn
about the brothers James and John, the sons of Zebedee. We know from
the letters of Paul and other witnesses to the early Church that it was a
common occurrence for an entire household to be baptized together.
From the very beginning of the Church, families helped one another to
know and follow Jesus. We hope and pray that this continues to be true
in our family life.
Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.
Before your family gathers, look around your house and gather some
items that your family might have that remind you of your faith. Perhaps
you have a cross or crucifix displayed in your home, a statue of Mary, or
statues or other art depicting saints. In today’s Gospel we learn about
how Andrew led his brother, Simon, to Jesus. Read today’s Gospel, John
1:35-42.
In our family life, we also help to lead one another to Jesus. Talk together
about the items that you gathered, discussing what these items mean to
you and how you might use them during the day for prayer. Pray that
your family will continue to help one another grow in our faith in Jesus.
Pray together the Glory Be to the Father.
Taken from: https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection

Did You Know…
...a simple fisherman known as Simon
went on to become Peter - the "rock"
upon whom Jesus built his church? Peter
became the leader of the Christian
community after Jesus' Ascension into
Heaven thus becoming the first Pope
of the Church.

Examination of Conscience…
Jesus is constantly inviting me into a
deeper discipleship with him, how do I
respond to him? Do I follow him?
Do I welcome the faith witness of others
so that I can welcome the call to
discipleship? How open am I to hearing
what they have to say?
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD,
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017

Forgetting our baptism is to forget our
identity, Pope Francis says
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/forgettingour-baptism-is-to-forget-our-identity-pope-francis-says24798

Parents must be involved in child's education,
Pope Francis says
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/parents-mustbe-involved-in-childs-education-pope-francis-says-26144

Vatican City, Jan 7, 2018 / 04:27 am (CNA/EWTN
News).- On Sunday Pope Francis spoke of the importance
of remembering the day of our baptism, which he said is
more than just a date on the calendar, but is the moment
we receive our Christian identity and are immersed in the
grace and forgiveness of God.

Vatican City, Jan 5, 2018 / 06:14 am (CNA/EWTN
News).- On Friday Pope Francis said education is a family
matter, and rather than contradicting one another, parents
and teachers must collaborate openly and constructively to
form children in core values which enable them to face
modern challenges.

“The feast of the Baptism of Jesus invites every Christian
to remember their own baptism,” the Pope said Jan. 7,
explaining that to forget one's baptism “means exposing
oneself to the risk of losing the memory of what the Lord
has done for us.” In the end, we consider the day “only as
a fact that happened in the past,” rather than recognizing
as the day on which “we became new creatures and are
also capable of forgiving whoever offends us or does us
harm.” More than just the day that “sociologically marks
the parish register,” the day that we were baptized is the
day that “constitutes the demanding identity card of the
believer,” he said.

Speaking of the relationship between education and the
family, the Pope said “everyone knows that this
relationship has been in crisis for some time, and in certain
cases is completely broken.”

Pope Francis spoke to pilgrims gathered in St. Peter's
Square for his Sunday Angelus address, which this week
falls on the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus. In his address,
the Pope noted how the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus
marks the end of the liturgical Christmas season. Turning
to the day's Gospel, he recalled how those who came to
John for baptism recognized their sin and wanted to be
cleansed in order to start a new life. Because of this, we
understand “the great humility of Jesus,” who did not have
sin, but put himself “in line with the penitents, mixed
among them to be baptized in the waters of the river.” By
doing this, Jesus what we celebrated at Christmas: his own
availability “to immerse himself in the river of humanity,
to take upon himself the shortcomings and weaknesses of
men, to share with them the desire for freedom and of
overcoming everything that distances us from God and
makes us strangers to our brothers,” Francis said.

At one point there was a mutual reinforcement between the
instructions given by teachers and those given by the
parents, however, “today the situation has changed.”
“But we cannot be nostalgic for the past,” Pope Francis
said. Rather, we must make careful note of the changes that
have affected both the family and schools, and renew our
commitment “for a constructive collaboration for the good
of children and young people.” If this synergy no longer
occurs in a “natural way,” he said it must be promoted with
a planning approach, and if necessary with the contribution
of experts in the educational field.
To do this, he stressed the need for “a new 'complicity'
between teachers and parents. Above all to renounce
thinking like opposing fronts, blaming each other.”
On the contrary, parents and teachers must put themselves
in the shoes of the other, “understanding the objective
difficulties that one and the other encounter today in
education, thus creating greater solidarity.”
Pope Francis spoke to members of the Italian Association
of Catholic Teachers. He has stressed the importance of the
relationship between parents and their children's teachers
before, using examples from his own past experience to
drive the point home.

