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To get this FREE newsletter e-mailed to
you, contact Mary Ellen at the Parish
Office by calling (616) 363-6897 or by
email to mboruta@stjudes.net

From the Director of Faith Formation
v

Last Sunday we started our weekly
classes for children. Parents who missed
the meeting during classes, check your
child’s zip-lock bag for a parent
handbook and a class schedule.
At the 4:00 pm Mass on Sept. 16 the
Confirmation candidates will engage in a
special prayer service for them as they
begin their preparation. Sunday Sept. 17
at 5:30 pm., Fr. Tom Cavera will host
“Getting to Know One Another" for all
Confirmation candidates including ASA.
The Confirmation Retreat is scheduled
for Saturday, Nov. 4 from 1:30 pm to
4:00 pm hosted by Fr. Cavera.
On Sunday, September 24 at 5:30 pm
Confirmation parents only will gather
during which their son or daughter's
"Summer Service Project" is due.
Confirmation candidates who just
registered will be expected to complete
their “Summer Service Project" by
Thanksgiving.
Questions about Confirmation? e-mail
cschwartz@stjudes.net

This coming Sunday, our RCIA weekly sessions begin at 5:30 pm. We are
asking anyone who may have not celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation
when they were younger to join the RCIA group for an orientation meeting in
ASA Room N-6 at the end of the hall in the north wing of the school building.
Enter the door by the Brophy Center, go through the gym to get to the north
wing of the building. The school doors to the north wing are not open because
of security concerns.
Bishop Walkowiak has added the opportunity for Catholics who have been
practicing their Catholic Faith for many years to celebrate the Sacrament of
Confirmation in the spring of the year at a special ceremony at the Cathedral.
If you or your spouse have never celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation,
join us this Sunday at 5:30 pm. for the orientation meeting.
Print and complete this registration form then scan and email to
mboruta@stjudes.net Or, phone the information to Mary Ellen at the Parish
Office - 616-363-6897 or FAX to 616-363-1470. Or, drop this form in the
collection basket.
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We are seeking additional students to attend our classes on Sundays. Our
average number of students in each grade is around 10. We have room to
teach additional students at all grade levels. You can help us by spreading
the word among your friends, brothers or sisters who have children and are
unable to receive instruction in their own home parishes. We have open
enrollment here at St. Jude’s Parish. All are welcome to attend our Sunday
evenings classes. We only ask that the parent of a non-parishioner contact their pastor or DRE to inform them that their
children will be attending our Sunday evening program. If interested, please contact Mary Ellen at the St. Jude Parish
Office - 616-363-6897.

Saint Alphonsus On-going Programs for Seniors 55+
St. Alphonsus provides activities on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. All
programs take place in the Parish Center. Everyone 55+ is welcome including
non-parishioners. For more information or to RSVP contact the Senior Program
Voicemail at 616-913-4419 or e-mail vscholten18@gmail.com Phone this
number to obtain the September Calendar of events.
Monday September 18th
Lounge Open: Games, Socializing etc. from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Crafts with Patti
& Live Music from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Tai Chi (Continuing skill level) 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
Lunch - Potato Bar 12:30 pm -1:30 pm
Presentation: Steepletown 1:30 to 2:15 pm. Formed in 1993 by three Catholic West-Side Churches, Steepletown
offers a variety of services for the low-income, elderly and neighbors alike. Sheila Booker will tell us about this
special organization and the services available.
Presentation: Easter Seals 2:15 to 3:00 pm Leigh Miller will present on Senior Reach, a program of the Easter Seals.
Senior Reach is a support program for the well-being, independence and dignity of older adults through community
education, mental health services, and connection to community resources.
Wednesday September 20th
Lounge Open: Games, Socializing etc. 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Woodcarving 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Tai Chi (Beginner) - 9:30 am – 10:30 am
Outing: St. Jude’s 55+ Lunch and Entertainment RSVP

Upcoming Parish Activities at Blessed Sacrament this coming week...
September 17th Tuesday: Eucharistic Adoration from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm in the church
September 19th Thursday: Coffee and doughnuts after 8:30 Mass in MPR+
Contact; Marie LaMire at mlemire@bsacrament.net for additional information or telephone the parish office 361-7339,
and ask for Lori Borek.

Bishop Barron’s weekly Homily for Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our capacity to forgive others is tightly linked to our realization that we have been forgiven by God.
When we try to justify an ethic of radical forgiveness on purely humanistic grounds, we will fail.
But when we know in our bones that our sins have been eradicated through the cross of Christ,
then we are able to forgive one another even seventy times seven times.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/seventy-times-seven-times/686/

Home Lesson Plans for September 17, 2017
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) - In their experiences of
forgiveness, children learn to trust in God's mercy toward them. We seek to extend
this lesson to show them that the forgiveness they have received must also be
extended to others.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Ask: Have you ever done something that you were sorry you had done? Have you ever wished you could start all over
again and that no one would even remember what you had done wrong?
Say: In this week's Gospel, Jesus tells us that he will always forgive us for the things that we are sorry for doing and that
we can start over. Let's listen carefully to what Jesus teaches us.
Read Matthew 18: 21-35 Show this video clip to your children: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvTk34qUMv4
Say: Today's Gospel tells us that Jesus will always forgive us. But it also tells us what Jesus wants us to do. What was
that? (to forgive others)
Say: Forgiveness starts with God, but it should also travel through us to other people.
Conclude in prayer together for the ability to be as forgiving as God is.
Pray together the Lord's Prayer.

Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) - Older children are becoming more aware of their need for God's
forgiveness and mercy. We can help them to understand that God's forgiveness ought to change us and lead us to extend
forgiveness freely toward others.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Say: In our everyday life there are many occasions in which we seek someone's forgiveness or find that another person
is seeking our forgiveness. Think back over the past week or so and recall some of these occasions.
Say: Each of us handles such situations differently. We may handle situations differently depending on the situation that
requires forgiveness. In today's Gospel, Peter asks Jesus how many times one ought to forgive another person. Let's
listen to Peter's question and Jesus' answer.
Invite one of the children to read the first verse of today's Gospel, Matthew 18:21.
Ask: Was Peter's question reasonable? Is seven an appropriate number of times to forgive another person? How many
times do you think one ought to extend forgiveness to another person?
Invite another one of your children to read the remainder of today's Gospel, Matthew 18:22-35.
You might want to watch this video clip which presents this week’s gospel passage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvrgEBJbddI
Ask: How many times does Jesus say one ought to forgive another person? (not seven but 77 times; a huge number of
times)
Say: Jesus puts a number on his answer to Peter, but that is only to make a point. The parable isn't about the quantity of
times to forgive, the parable teaches about the quality of forgiveness and how one ought to behave once God has
forgiven you.
Ask: What does the servant do that makes the king angry? (He refuses to forgive his fellow servant the debt that he
owes.) Because we have all received God's forgiveness, God expects that we will also be forgiving toward others. Jesus'
answer to Peter's question is found at the end of the parable. The number of times that we forgive another is less
important than the depth of our forgiveness. We must forgive one another from the heart.
Conclude in prayer together asking for the wisdom to be merciful toward others as God has shown mercy on us.
Pray the Lord's Prayer.

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) - Children of this age have a tendency to say “no problem” or “OK”
when asked for forgiveness but then continue to harbor ill feelings or resentment. Their words are not a true indication
of their attitude. Jesus’ parable can help them recognize that forgiveness, while not always easy, is God-like.
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
Say: This Sunday’s Gospel Reading begins with a question from Peter, and a strange one at that. Jesus’ answer may
seem equally strange.
Invite one of your children to read Matthew 18:21-22
Ask: You probably keep track of a lot of things—how much spending money you have, how many days until the next
school holiday—but how many of you count the number of times you have forgiven someone? Do you think Peter did?
Was Jesus really serious when he said to forgive 77 times? If not, what do you think was the point of Jesus’
answer? (Allow time for discussion.)
Say: Maybe we’ll get a clearer answer when we read the remainder of the Gospel Reading.
Invite one of the other children to read aloud Matthew 18:23–35.
You might want to watch this video clip which presents this week’s gospel passage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvrgEBJbddI
Another video clip is the one from which covers all of Chapter 18 which we have been using the last couple of weeks. If
time is short, advance the video to this week’s verses 23-35. Better to view the entire chapter which reviews what was
read the previous two weeks; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3Rp9BY6ADI
Say: We may have hoped that Jesus was serious when he said to forgive 77 times. Most of us have already done that,
which would mean that we’ve met our quota and are off the hook. But that’s not the point. Jesus told a story to let us
know that he isn’t talking about the quantity but rather the quality of our forgiveness. The king in the parable didn’t
negotiate terms with the servant who owed him a great deal of money. Rather, when the servant claimed hardship, he
was forgiven all that he owed. Not satisfied, however, the servant turned around and went to collect a small amount of
money owed him. Do you recall his response when his fellow servant asked for more time to pay? (He refused the fellow
servant and had him thrown in prison.) Jesus’ point is that numbers are not the issue when it comes to forgiving. The
king in the parable offers forgiveness without condition; his forgiveness, like God’s, is genuine and total. From God who
is merciful and always ready to forgive, we learn to be forgiving as well. As the parable indicates, forgiveness is
essentially a matter of a loving heart. There are no strings attached.
Conclude by praying quietly for the courage to be genuine and compassionate when offering forgiveness.
Pray together the Lord’s Prayer...

September 14 Thursday
8:30 am School Mass in the church
7:15 to 8:45 pm Men’s Bible Study. ASA Room N-10

Sue Wuorinen,
Evangelization & Youth
Coordinator
(616) 363-6885
Cell: (616) 560-8107
Email to:
swuorinen@stjudes.net

September 15 Friday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
th
8 Grade Retreat - 8:00 am to 3:00 pm - Brophy Ctr.
September 16 Saturday
3:00 pm Confessions 4:00 pm Mass
September 17 Sunday
8:30 & 10:30 am Mass - Coffee & Donuts after all Masses
Lords Lambs & CLOW - 10:30 am Mass
5:30 to 7:00 pm Religious Education Classes
5:30 pm RCIA meets in the ASA Library
5:30 pm Confirmation Candidates including ASA meet
with Fr. Cavera in the Brophy Center during classes
September 18 Monday
8:30 am Communion Service in chapel
9:00 am to 11:00 am Mothers of Grace - Youth Room
6:30 pm - Baptismal Class - Kelly Conference Room
7:15 to 8:45 pm Women’s Bible Study - Thaddeus Ctr.
September 19 Tuesday
8:30 am Mass in chapel - Birthday Coffee after Mass
6:30 - 7:00 pm - Cub Scouts Meeting - Brophy Ctr.
6:30 - 8:00 pm Home & School Meeting in Library
7:30 pm Men of Emmaus - Millennium Conf. Rm.
September 20 Wednesday
8:30 am Mass in the chapel
9:00 am to 12:00 noon - Sr. Men’s Club - Thaddeus Ctr.
11:30 am - 55+ Luncheon - Brophy Center
6:30 – 8:00 pm Pastoral Council - Millennium Conf. Rm.
6:30 – 8:45 pm Support Group - Thaddeus Ctr. Mtg. Rm.
7:00 – 8:45 pm Adult Choir Practice - church lower level

55 PLUS LUNCHEON
Wednesday, September 20
Social time at 11:30 am. Lunch served at Noon catered by
Billy K's Catering features Chicken Parmesan, Meatballs,
Cheesy Potatoes, Corn and Feta Salad. The musical
group "Sentimental Journey" will entertain. Cost is $8.00
payable in advance by September 15 at the Parish Office
(exact change only) or send check or money order
payable to Kathleen Roguszka 4695 Aldun Ridge NW #
1111
106 Comstock
Park, MI 49321.

Go online to www.stjudes.net/thaddeus-society or contact Sue
Wuorinen at: (616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email
swuorinen@stjudes.net

Go online to www.stjudes.net/mothers-of-grace-calendar to
view the calendar of events or contact Sue Wuorinen at:
(616) 363-6885, ext. 1166 or email swuorinen@stjudes.net

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
for
September, 2017
Located inside Cathedral Square – Suite 2A
360 Division Ave South, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
The following is a partial list of events scheduled for August and September, 2017 at the Catholic Information Center
located in Cathedral Square on Division at Wealthy in downtown Grand Rapids.
For information, phone the CIC at (616) 459-7267. Register online: http://www.catholicinformationcenter.org/courseregistration
"Catholic Inquiry Class and Update"
Thursday, September 14, 6:30 pm-8:30pm
With Fred Johnson, and Fr. Chuck Cuniff CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
This is an eleven week program designed for those who want to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life. This
course is also offered to Catholics who wish to update or renew their faith.
"Catholicism 101 - Basic Beliefs & Practices"
Thursday, September 14, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
With Fr. Rene Constanza, CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Reconciliation. Sin damages not only our relationship with God but with the people around us. This class focuses on
Confession - a restorative sacrament - and why it is so important. $10 donation is suggested.
"Catholic Inquiry Class and Update - Mornings"
Friday, September 15, 10:00 am to 11:45 am
With Fred Johnson, and Fr. Chuck Cuniff CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
This is an eleven week program designed for those who want to learn more about the Catholic faith and way of life. This
course is also offered to Catholics who wish to update or renew their faith.
"Seasons of Our Lives: Empty Nest, Time for Letting Go"
Tuesday, September 19, 7:00 pm-8:30pm
With Kathleen Sullivan
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Join Kathleen Sullivan as she discusses that time when parents find themselves alone after their children have moved out
and are on their own. There may be grief or uncertain feelings. Join the discussion and let the Word of God bring
comfort during this time of change. $10 donation is suggested.
"Suffering: Good or Bad?"
Thursday, September 21, 7:00 pm-8:30pm
With Fr. Bill Edens CSP
CIC| 360 Division S | Grand Rapids | |616-459-7267
Can suffering lead us to spiritual awareness and strength? Fr. Bill Edens, CSP will lead a discussion on the stages of
suffering and spiritual awareness. $10 donation is suggested.

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 17
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholicfaith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/24thsunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection

In today's reading Peter asks Jesus how
many times one ought to extend
forgiveness to another. Peter proposes a
reasonable number of times, perhaps seven.
Jesus replies by extending Peter's proposal
by an enormous amount; not just seven
times should one forgive, but 77 times. The
parable of the unforgiving servant is Jesus'
elaboration of his initial reply to Peter.
Through the parable we come to
understand the depths of God's mercy
toward us and the results of our acceptance
of God's forgiveness.
The king in the parable decides to settle
accounts with his servants. We are told that
one servant in particular owes the king an
enormous sum of money. Despite the
promise of the servant, it is unlikely that he
would ever be able to repay the debt that he
owes. The king is moved by the humility of
the pleading servant and mercifully
forgives the debt. Rather than displaying
gratitude for this forgiveness, the servant
confronts a fellow
servant who owes him a
y
small debt—a pittance when compared
with the amount that was owed to the king.
The unmerciful servant refuses the pleas of
his fellow servant and sends him to prison.
A few other servants tell the merciful king
about the actions of the unforgiving
servant. The king punishes the servant
because he refused to show the kind of
mercy he had himself received from the
king. Jesus concludes by indicating that
this is how it will be with God and those
who refuse to forgive one another.
There is a temptation to quantify
forgiveness as Peter tried to do, but Jesus'
point is that forgiveness is not about
quantity—the number of times we extend
forgiveness to another. In the parable the
king's forgiveness is like God's forgiveness,
and it transforms us, helping us to be as
forgiving as God. The lesson is clear: If we
hoard God's mercy while showing no
mercy to others, we risk forfeiting the
effects of God's mercy in our lives.

Read the Sunday Gospel…
Read the Gospel from your Bible, or go to USCCB.org for the readings:
Matthew 18:21-35 http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/091717.cfm
Read the Gospel
Jesus teaches that we must forgive one another as God has forgiven us.
What is the message and how can you respond to it?
Children learn to trust God's mercy and forgiveness when they
experience forgiveness from those closest to them. We hope that we
model God's love and forgiveness within our family life. Today's Gospel
reminds us that forgiveness is measured by its quality more than its
quantity.
Apply that message to change your attitude or behavior.
Invite your family to consider some recent times when family members
sought the forgiveness of another. Ask if there were any statements made
that put conditions on our forgiveness such as “I will play this game with
you if you apologize for knocking over my blocks” or “I will accept your
apology after you clean up your room.” Do we sometimes “keep count”
or put conditions on our forgiveness of one another? This is something
we may be doing without realizing it. Read together today's Gospel,
Matthew 18:21-35. Ask if we sometimes find ourselves sounding like
Peter, concerning ourselves with quantity of forgiveness rather than
offering forgiveness abundantly and unconditionally. Reflect upon the
parable that Jesus tells.
Conclude in prayer together that God's love and forgiveness is evident in
your family life. Pray together today's psalm, Psalm 103, or the Lord's
Prayer.
Taken from: http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/24th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection

Did You Know…
...the

Rite of Penance exists in three forms?

1. Rite of Reconciliation for Individual Penitents
2. Individual Confession and Absolution
3. Rite of Reconciliation for Several Penitents
with General Confession and Absolution
In every case, the penitent comes before God asking for forgiveness, to
be welcomed back into the "fold," prays in sorrow for the Holy Spirit's
guidance and for receiving God's compassion and mercy.

Examination of Conscience...
Who has hurt me? How can I take my hurt
experiences to prayer? How can I open my
heart to those who have hurt me?
From whom do I need to seek forgiveness,
compassion and mercy? How might I begin
to reach out to the people I have hurt?
We would like to acknowledge the following publisher we have used with permission sections from its publication:
Celebrating the Liturgy for Junior High Copyright, 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All
rights reserved. Orders 1-800-933-1800. Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, DD,
Vicar General Archdiocese of Chicago, on February 6, 2017

True peace hinges on the people, not
bureaucracy, Pope says

Pope issues new directives on revision,
translation of liturgical texts

http:// http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/true-peacehinges-on-the-people-not-bureaucracy-pope-says-42902/

http:// http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-issuesnew-directives-on-revision-translation-of-liturgical-texts51776/

(CNA/EWTN News).- On his last day in Colombia, Pope
Francis said the peace process shouldn't be reduced to
bureaucratic talks between two parties, but must above all
focus on and involve the people, who themselves must take
steps toward reconciliation, rather than revenge.
“We have learned that these ways of making peace, of
placing reason above revenge, of the delicate harmony
between politics and law, cannot ignore the involvement of
the people,” the Pope said Sept. 10.
“Peace is not achieved by normative frameworks and
institutional arrangements between well-intentioned
political or economic groups,” he said. Rather, “Jesus finds
the solution to the harm inflicted through a personal
encounter between the parties.”
It's also necessary that any peace processes draw on the
experience “of those sectors that have often been
overlooked, so that communities themselves can influence
the development of collective memory.”
“The principal author, the historic subject of this process,
is the people as a whole and their culture, and not a single
class, minority, group or elite,” he said. While Colombia
has sought peace for decades, two sides meeting for
dialogue “is not enough; it has also been necessary to
involve many more actors in this dialogue aimed at healing
sins.” “We do not need plans drawn up by a few for the
few, or an enlightened or outspoken minority which claims
to speak for everyone. It is about agreeing to live together,
a social and cultural pact.”
Pope Francis offered his reflections during Mass at the port
of Contecar in Cartagena on the last day of his Sept. 6-11
visit to Colombia. Prior to celebrating the liturgy, he
blessed and laid the cornerstones for a homeless shelter
and prayed the Angelus at the Shrine of Jesuit priest St.
Peter Claver y Corberó.

Vatican City, Sep 9, 2017 / 08:00 am (CNA/EWTN
News).- The Holy See has released a new “motu proprio”
from Pope Francis outlining a shift in the responsibility of
local bishops and the Apostolic See for the revision and
approval of liturgical texts.
Dated Sept. 3, the document is titled “Magnum
Principium,” meaning “The great principle,” and deals
explicitly with two specific changes to Canon 838 of the
Code of Canon Law, which addresses the authority of the
Apostolic See and national Episcopal conferences in
preparing liturgical texts in vernacular languages.
The document was published Sept. 9, in the middle of
Pope Francis' six-day trip to Colombia.
Specifically, changes were introduced were to paragraphs
2 and 3 of Canon 838.
Canon 838, 2 has until now stated that: “It is for the
Apostolic See to order the sacred liturgy of the universal
Church, publish liturgical books and review their
translations in vernacular languages, and exercise
vigilance that liturgical regulations are observed faithfully
everywhere.”
However, with Francis' motu proprio, the text has been
changed to read: “It is for the Apostolic See to order the
sacred liturgy of the universal Church, publish liturgical
books, recognize adaptations approved by the Episcopal
Conference according to the norm of law, and exercise
vigilance that liturgical regulations are observed faithfully
everywhere.” Similarly, 838, 3 previously read: “It
pertains to the conferences of bishops to prepare and
publish, after the prior review of the Holy
See, translations of liturgical books in vernacular
languages, adapted appropriately within the limits defined
in the liturgical books themselves.”

